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Last week’s result at Colchester was a tough one to take, 
not only for the timing of the goal but also after the way 
we played.

Apart from a 15 minute spell before half time I thought we 
played with real composure, good discipline and control of 
our performance. 

We’ve looked at where we could be better at both ends of 
the pitch and when we make those small improvements, we 
will get the results our play deserves. The work ethic of the 
players was excellent, and so was the support we received 
from our travelling fans.

The challenges we’ve faced this season have come in 
different ways, but are things we have experienced before 
and understand how to handle them. 

The players themselves have the resilience to continue 
working hard and the ambition to compete for what we set 
out for. 

The season is always about the level of performance over 
10 months and you finish where you deserve. In the position 

Good afternoon and welcome to Moor Lane for this 
afternoon’s fixture against Exeter City. An extended welcome 
too for our visitors from Exeter, Matt Taylor, his players, staff 
and the fans and officials - have a safe journey home after.

we are, we know we still have great opportunity in front 
of us. We must demand the best from ourselves and each 
other to make the best of it.

As this is our last home game before, I’d like to wish you all 
a Merry Christmas on behalf of all the players and staff, we 
hope you all have a great one! 

Enjoy the game.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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Liam
HOGAN

Good afternoon everyone, here we are back at the 
Peninsula Stadium for a Sky Bet League Two game, 
and today we host opponents Exeter City. 

Since our last home appearance we have had mixed results, 
turning out a fantastic professional win in the Leasing.com 
Trophy against a young Wolves side, then just last week 
beaten away with literally the last kick off the game at 
Colchester in the league. 

The lads were full of encouragement going into Saturday 
but suffering the late blow was really hard to take as we felt 
it wasn’t deserving. 

The boys applied themselves greatly and have been 
looking through the positives we need to continue to 
produce, with improvements in the fine margins at both 
boxes where results are defined. 

The run of games we are about to go into will have a big 
impact on the momentum of the lads as each team is in the 
running for the top, we will be tested and we need to show 

the continued progression in our performances. 

We are fully committed to giving this season a really good 
go and we know games have been there for us and the 
taking, with results at random in fixtures most weeks we 
believe we are capable of more and starting with a win 
on Saturday we want the busy Christmas period to be a 
successful one. 

Exeter are currently second so a win would be a massive 
boost, we need those supporters and more who felt the 
disappointment of Saturday and the long journey they 
made, and come out together fighting. A strong atmosphere 
matched by the performance will make the difference.

See you nice and loud at kick off.

Enjoy the game,
Hoges
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Until now, in this column, I have deliberately steered clear 
of making any reference to the Video Assistant Referee 
whose influence is now prevalent at the highest levels 
of our game and whose introduction is certainly proving 
to be controversial. Perhaps one reason for this is that, 
unlike other new rule changes such as the introduction 
of sin bins currently being trialled up to Step 5 Level, the 
nature of this particular beast needs access to higher 
grade technology.

Personally, the reason I haven’t commented is that, from 
the outset, I have fundamentally disagreed with the 
implementation of VAR. But it seemed that anybody with 
any influence in the game was adamant it would be 
revolutionary and was essential for the integrity and 
continued existence of the game itself. And so, sometimes 
you don’t like to be seen as someone constantly swimming 
against the tide.

However, after a few months it would appear not to have 
changed anything in the sense that people are still unhappy 
with some of the decisions being made by a group of 
individuals watching television monitors deep in the heart 
of Bletchley Park or wherever it is they are ensconced.

To me football is, was and will continue to be a game of 
chance. Sometimes that’s the beauty of it. Things go wrong, 
mistakes are made whether it be wrong selection of players 
or tactics by management, poor play by players or mistakes 
made by match officials. These moments provide us with 
talking points. With particular regard to the match officials 
their decisions, over the last few decades, have been put 
under the glare of instant television replays but sometimes 
decisions go for you, sometimes against. For me, at the end 

of the day, in football terms ‘that’s life’.

I’ve seen a lot of strange occurrences on football pitches 
through the years but I’ve yet to see a referee score a goal 
– apart that is, the guy who headed in the winner in that 
excellent television drama from the early 1970s ‘Another 
Sunday And Sweet F A’ (filmed by the way on Bolton Road 
Playing Fields here in Salford).

But maybe you can’t stay a dinosaur all your life, you have 
to learn to move with the times. So, I have a suggestion - the 
game’s becoming robotic anyway. Why don’t we simply get 
rid of the people in anthracite black, siren red, equator blue 
and volt yellow (or is it cone orange?) shirts completely? 
In other words, the people who run around the pitch 
brandishing a whistle and on occasion yellow or red pieces 
of card and the ones who patrol half a touchline holding on 
to a stick with a coloured flag attached to it. 

I mean in a sport where billions of pounds changes hands is 
it not a bit on the cheap side to be controlling events with an 
ACME 660 Thunderer available via the internet for a mere 
£3, although you could go for the personalised, engraved 
stainless steel one for £14.99? (By the way did you know 
there are videos on YouTube which show you the correct 
way to blow a whistle??? No, neither did I until last week!)

I have to admit uncertainty as to what to do with regard to 
the Fourth Official. Is there a machine that can ascertain 
in one and a half seconds flat if an incoming substitute is 
wearing no illegal jewellery items, is wearing the correct 
shade of undergarments and has the right type of studs? 
Plus, what satisfaction would management in the technical 
area get from haranguing a piece of metal?

Frankly
Speaking
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Salford City

1. Chris Neal
3. Ibou Touray
4. Oscar Threlkeld
5. Liam Hogan (c)
7. Luke Armstrong
8. Lois Maynard
10. Danny Lloyd
15. Cameron Burgess
17. Richie Towell
22. Dan Jones
32. Jake Jervis

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
6. Carl Piergianni
9. Adam Rooney
18. Danny Whitehead
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
34. Alex Doyle
44. Craig Conway

Colchester United

1. Dean Gerken
2. Ryan Jackson
3. Cohen Bramall
5. Luke Prosser (c)
7. Courtney Senior
8. Harry Pell (90+4)

9. Luke Norris
14. Brandon Comley
18. Tom Eastman
45. Frank Nouble
49. Kwame Poku

Substitutes

29. Ethan Ross
4. Tom Lapslie
6. Omar Sowunmi
13. Theo Robinson
21. Ryan Clampin
24. Ben Stevenson
26. Luke Gambin

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

17

8

Salford Colchester

6

2

Salford Colchester

2
3

Salford Colchester

8
12

Salford Colchester

Match
REport

Harry Pell’s bells were tolling for Salford City in Essex as the 
midfielder scored a header in the 94th minute to condemn 
The Ammies to a harsh second stoppage time defeat in as 

many fixtures in the county.

vs. Colchester United
Sky Bet League Two
The JobServe Community Stadium
07/12/19, 15:00

Salford were looking capable of making the breakthrough, 
although in honesty Gerken had not been forced to work 
particularly hard. Midway through the second half it looked 
as if they had pinched the lead after Craig Conway set up 
Jake  Jervis for a cross from the right. The delivery was 
cleared as far as Towell on the edge of the area and his 
first-time effort was well saved as Gerken dropped down to 
his right. Luke Armstrong was on hand to slot the loose ball 
home but Ammie joy would be short lived as the assistant’s 
flag was raised. 

Colchester had managed to create very little during the 
second half, but 19 minutes from time Cameron Burgess was 
caught in possession by Luke Norris. The home striker left 
his opponent on the turf and cut into the area before driving 
a low effort disappointingly wide of the far upright.

Better from the home side, but they certainly couldn’t afford 
to relax at the other end of the pitch. Once again they were 
pressured into relinquishing possession outside their own 
area, with Jervis passing inside for Towell. It was worth a go, 
but from 22 yards out and right-of-centre, Towell couldn’t 
keep the shot down.

The Ammies weren’t turning possession and decent build-up 
play into goalscoring chances, and as full-time approached 
Colchester once again began to apply some pressure. 
A high Tom Lapslie delivery from the right dropped into 
Salford’s penalty area during the penultimate minute of the 
90. Neal and Burgess appeared to get in each other’s way 
and only a last-ditch defensive lunge prevented Pell from 
poking home from close range.

It looked as if Salford had ridden the pressure successfully, 
but The U’s were awarded a corner right at the death. 
Bramall delivered from the right, with Nouble getting a touch 
on for Pell to place a diving header into the net from six 
yards out. Heartbreak for Salford, elation for Colchester and 
there was no time left for the visitors to conjure an equaliser.

Defeats a long way from home are, of course, never 
pleasant but when what would have been a hard-fought 
point is whipped away so late the knife takes an extra twist.

Salford City’s travelling support will be developing an 
aversion to Essex if the habit of conceding late goals to 
that fair county’s football teams continues. Last time The 
Ammies ventured to this part of the world a last-gasp 
strike gave Braintree Town – rock bottom of the National 
League - what had seemed an unlikely win. To be fair, 
Colchester United are a completely different kettle of fish, 
but Harry Pell’s injury time winner would prove to be no 
less disappointing for the faithful few.

The game was coming to life and Frank Nouble passed 
inside from the left for Courtney Senior to hit an effort 
that was blocked by Liam Hogan, who recovered to keep 
possession and clear. Good defensive work from the skipper 
and Colchester needed to be on their toes as the Ammies 
countered. Richie Towell’s attempt to place a shot home 
was foiled as Luke Prosser managed to get in a vital block, 
with Lois Maynard’s follow-up being routinely gathered by 
Dean Gerken.

Colchester were turning the screw a little and two minutes 
before half-time they nearly unlocked Salford’s stubborn 
defence. Cohen Bramall’s pass down the left sent Frank 
Nouble away again, and this time he cut a low pass back to 
Kwame Poku. This was a good chance but from 15 yards out 
and left-of-centre the young midfielder could only place a 
shot straight at Chris Neal.

The Ammies had to soak up plenty of pressure during the 
last third of the first half, yet the pattern of the game would 
change almost from the restart. Graham Alexander’s men 
were on the front foot, although opportunities to test Gerken 
seriously were evading them. That almost changed in the 
53rd minute after Ryan Jackson’s pass inside from the right 
failed to find its target, allowing the alert Towell to nip in. 
There was space at the heart of Colchester’s defence, but 
from just inside the ‘D’ and left-of-centre Towell could only 
drill a low shot narrowly wide of the keeper’s right post.
Encouraging for the vocal band of away supporters and 
their side would continue to see most of the attacking 
possession for a good while yet. The U’s had struggled to 
find the rhythm that had underpinned their domination of 
the latter stages of the first half.



Salford City vs Exeter City

12 13

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk



15

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

Although this was the first time we had visited Burton-
upon-Trent to play Albion it wasn’t the first occasion we’d 
actually played in the Burton area. In pre-season 2015 
we were invited to play Benfica’s B team at the luxurious 
setting of St. George’s Park and almost 20 years 
previously we played at Stapenhill FC in the Preliminary 
Round of the FA Cup. That was an interesting day! 

A Committee member was given the task of arranging a 
coach which, when it arrived for departure at Moor Lane, 
turned out to be a single decker more commonly seen 
plying the Number 92 Manchester to Bury route. Needless 
to say, the less mature members of the playing staff got 
great fun out of ringing the bell constantly during the 90-
mile trip! The management team had a pre-game selection 
disagreement which proved to be to the advantage of the 
home side and we lost 3-0.

Like ourselves Burton Albion have come up through the 
non-league pyramid system and have been in the EFL for 10 
years with a certain degree of success. I thought the Pirelli 
Stadium a neat and compact venue certainly suitable for the 
attendances The Brewers can attract. The club’s nickname 
gives a nod to the brewing industry with which the town has 
been associated for a long number of years. Also, Salford’s 
Mark Shelton spent time at Albion as a Scholar.

The game was one of the proverbial ‘game of two halves’ 
variety. I thought we played well in the opening 45 minutes 
and could have taken the lead before Burton found the net 
late in the half. With only a few minutes gone home keeper 
Kieran O’Hara, fresh from making his full international debut 
the previous weekend, was forced into an acrobatic save 
to stop a shot from Carl Piergianni. Later in the half Pidge 
missed a glorious opportunity by – uncharacteristically - 

nodding a weak header into the arms of O’Hara. 
Unfortunately, for the visiting support, all of the Ammies 
good work was dashed minutes from half time when Lucas 
Akins found space to hit the net from close range.

But 10 minutes into the second period Salford were back in 
the tie when Ibou Touray came in at the back post to plant a 
great header past O’Hara from a Scott Wiseman cross. From 
this point on I’m not really sure what happened. Did Burton 
step up a gear or did we take our foot off the gas? David 
Templeton was given time and space to curl one in just after 
the hour mark, then having saved John Brayford’s header 
Chris Neal couldn’t keep out the rebound and Oliver Sarkic 
wrapped proceedings up with number four.

Post-match we ended up in conversation with Ian 
Storey-Moore and Henry Newton, two ex-League players 
who will be remembered by the older supporters among us. 
Real gentlemen they were. Storey-Moore actually had a few 
games for Burton after distinguished service at Nottingham 
Forest and Manchester United while Newton turned out with 
distinction for Forest, Derby and Everton. Apparently, both 
are regular attendees at Albion.

So, we headed home without the £36,000 prize money 
to which The Brewers added £54,00 with their win over 
Oldham Athletic in the Second Round and with a winnable 
Third Round game against Northampton Town to come they 
could bag another £135,00 for the coffers. Nice money if 
you can get it!

Albion produced a 20-page programme, suitably 
entitled The Matchday Brewer priced at £2. Such is the 
draw of the Cup the attendance was a disappointing 1,479 
(approximately 125 from Salford).

on the road
Committee member Frank McCauley re-calls The Ammies’ 

trip to Burton Albion, and past visits to the area!
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
4. Oscar Threlkeld
5. Liam Hogan (c)
6. Carl Piergianni
7. Luke Armstrong (43, 47)

10. Danny Lloyd
17. Richie Towell (87)

22. Dan Jones
25. Joey Jones
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
16. Jack Baldwin
18. Danny Whitehead
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
34. Alex Doyle

Wolves U21s

62. Andreas Sondergaard
23. Dion Sanderson
39. Terry Taylor
52. Ed Francis (c)
68. Luke Cundle
72. Elliot Watt
73. Dan Csoka
75. Christian Marques
76. Lewis Richards
77. Chem Campbell
79. Jordan Graham

Substitutes

61. James Pardington
55. Callum Thompson
58. Austin Samuels
66. Flavio Cristovao
71. Dongda He
74. Ming Yang
78. John Kitolano

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

2

15

Salford Wolves U21s

1

6

Salford Wolves U21s

2

Salford Wolves U21s

8 8

Salford Wolves U21s

Match
REport

A brace from Luke Armstrong sent The Ammies well on their 
way to the Third Round of the Leasing.com Trophy and a tie 
against Port Vale, with Richie Towell scoring another rocket 
from outside the area to complete a good evening’s work.

vs. Wolverhampton Wanderers U21s
Leasing.com Trophy Second Round
The Peninsula Stadium
03/12/19, 19:45

The former Boro front-man slipped a pass out to Jervis who 
advanced on the right, getting past his man and to the line 
before slinging a good cross to the far post. Armstrong 
had continued his run and escaped the attentions of the 
defence to arrive to guide a deft close-range header inside 
the upright.

In the 53rd minute Oscar Threlkeld swung a cross-field ball 
over to the left, where Lloyd controlled well. A neat touch 
gave him a sight of goal, but the rising shot flew across goal 
and wide of the far upright. Joey Jones met a clearance with 
a low 22-yarder that Sondergaard did well to push away.

The closing stages of the game belonged to Salford. 
Thomas-Asante stroked a pass out for Ibou Touray on the 
left and his cross dropped towards the far post. Richie 
Towell hit a 12-yard volley, with the ball deflecting to safety 
off the legs of Sondergaard. Within another minute Lloyd 
lashed in a left-footer from the right-hand angle of the box, 
only to see the shot zip wide of the far post. Thomas-
Asante’s low effort from much the same position suffered 
the same fate in the 84th minute as Salford stepped up the 
search for a third goal.

That goal arrived with less than two minutes to play, and 
a bona-fide cracker it was. Substitute Mani Dieseruvwe’s 
header was blocked inside the area and the loose ball fell 
towards the edge of the penalty area. Towell hit a volley 
that kept low, skidded off the frosty turf inside the six-yard 
box and beat Sondergaard at his right-hand post. 

A fine finish that dropped a juicy cherry on Salford’s EFL 
Trophy cake and there was still time for a few more 
chances. Salford skipper Liam Hogan’s surging run on the 
right was finished off by a low shot that wasn’t far wide of 
the far post. Deep into injury time a smart Dieseruvwe turn 
on the left-hand side of the box was followed by a rising 
shot that cleared the bar. 

A good job, well done, and the Ammies find themselves 
three games away from a possible return to Wembley. 
There’s plenty of work to be done yet, but keep Sunday 5th 
April free, just in case…

Salford City booked their place in the last 16 of the 
EFL Trophy, courtesy of a well-deserved win over 
Wolverhampton Wanderers U21s. The young Wolves 
showed plenty of nice touches but after the Ammies 
went ahead, the result would never seriously be in doubt.

Manager Graham Alexander shuffled his pack for this one 
and the opening stages were played at pace, but despite 
the ball moving from end-to-end, few goalscoring chances 
were created. Wolves looked neat in possession but, as 
would be the case all evening, found the home defence a 
tough nut to crack.

As the half progressed Salford began to offer more of an 
attacking threat without managing to test visiting keeper 
Andreas Sondergaard too severely. With 27 minutes played 
Wolves were awarded a free-kick and from nearly 30 yards 
out Elliot Watt hit a dipping effort that had Kyle Letheren 
stretching to his right save and hold the ball. Five minutes 
before half-time Brandon Thomas-Asante cut into the 
Wolves box from the right but when the trigger was pulled 
visiting skipper Ed Francis was in the right place to make an 
effective block. 

It looked as if an interesting, yet largely incident-free, half 
would end without a goal being scored, but the Ammies 
snatched a lead less than three minutes before the interval. 
Carl Piergianni’s pass to the left was pushed down the flank 
for Danny Lloyd. Jake Jervis couldn’t get on to the end of 
that one but the ball bounced loose for Luke Armstrong to 
nip between two stationary defenders before lashing an 
acrobatic six-yard volley high into the net.

Having scored one Salford were eager for another and 
a couple of minutes later Joey Jones nudged a pass out 
to Dan Jones on the left. The former Barrow defender 
launched a cross to the near post for Armstrong to nod on, 
with Lloyd foiled in front of goal by a defensive header.

The second half would see more goalmouth action, with 
the lion’s share of chances going to The Ammies. The 
home side had one foot in the last 16 in the 48th minute as 
Armstrong started and finished an effective, direct move. 
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Local school All Hallows will represent The Ammies in our 
debut in the EFL Utilita Girls Cup!

The Year 8 team triumphed in a qualifying tournament which 
involved four teams and a total of 28 pupils from three local 
schools.

Kindly hosted by Hotel Football on the rooftop pitch, Year 
7 and Year 8 teams from All Hallows were joined by The 
Albion Academy and Harrop Fold for the mini tournament, 
which was refereed by players from Academy 92 and 
supported by Salford City Lionesses.

After a group stage, it was both All Hallows teams who 
qualified for the final, with Year 8 coming out on top so 
congratulations to them but thank you and well done to 
all who took park in an enjoyable afternoon of football!

All Hallows Year 8 will now compete in the area finals; good 
luck from all of us here at Salford!

Foundation 92 co-ordinator Andrew Gordon commented:

“It was a great competition this afternoon, and played in a 
good, competitive spirit by all.

“Well done to the students who played, and thank you to 
the staff for their support.

“Congratulations to All Hallows, who we look forward to 
taking on the next round with!” 

The Utilita Girls Cup is a six-a-side competition for 
Under-13s, which ends with a grand final at Wembley 
ahead of the Leasing.com Trophy Final in April.

Over 6,000 girls were involved in the competition, run by the 
EFL Trust, last season. It starts with every EFL Club hosting 
a local competition for schools with the winners taking part 
in the regional finals (North and South). The winners of each 
final then progress to the grand final.

UTILITA
GIRLS CUP
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For more information call us on 0161 703 2500 
or email info@championgroup.co.uk
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3 St Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester M3 2RDkuits.com

We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

A number of Ammies are currently assisting clubs outside 
the EFL on loan, including a couple of National League 
outfits. Our near-neighbours at Stockport are only outside 
the play-off positions on goal difference, with Tom Walker 
and Devante Rodney lending their talents to the County 
cause. Midfielder Martin Smith has signed on at Chorley, 
currently bottom of the National League, but form has 
dramatically improved for the Victory Park club over 
recent weeks. The two met at Edgeley Park last Saturday, 
with County coming out on top and Walker on the 
scoresheet during their 4-2 win.

One step down is the National League North, with decidedly 
non-northern Kings Lynn Town leading the way. Chester 
currently lie in third place and of course the Salford 
connection is still strong at the Deva Stadium. Defender 
James Jones is on loan for the season, with former Ammie 
luminaries Danny Livesey, Simon Grand, Craig Mahon, Scott 
Burton, Gary Stopforth and Anthony Dudley working under 
Jonno and Bernard. 

Just one place behind Chester are Southport, where Kieran 
Glynn is on loan for the season and playing regularly.
Altrincham and Curzon Ashton are hovering just above the 
relegation zone and both have familiar faces in the ranks. 
The three J’s - Jordan Hulme, John Johnston and Josh 
Hancock - are all at Alty with Josh Askew on loan at The Nash.

The Northern Premier League’s Premier Division is an 
intriguing contest, as usual, with a number of local clubs 
in the mix. Stalybridge Celtic, FC United of Manchester, 
Radcliffe (young professional Tyrell Warren on loan from 
Salford) and Hyde United are all in the top half at present. 

Atherton Collieries are currently 17th but are doing well in 
the FA Trophy; a fortnight ago they beat Boston United at 
Alder House and this afternoon face National League 
leaders Barrow in what should be a cracking Trophy tie.

Ashton United - relegated from the NLN at the end of last 
season - are currently embroiled in another relegation 
scrap. Former (albeit briefly) Ammie Jody Banim is in the 
Hurst Cross hot-seat at present and has a job on his hands 
to turn the club’s on-field fortunes around.

The North West Division is a tight affair too, with Trafford on 
top of a trio of clubs who trail leaders Workington by three 

points. Ramsbottom enlisted the services of no less that 
four young Salford professionals earlier this season and 
currently occupy 5th position, just one point further back.

Mossley’s promising start has drifted into a lower-mid table 
position, just one place behind Droylsden who currently 
have our midfielder Brandon Lockett on loan. 

Elswhere, Jake Beesley is doing well with Solihull Moors, 
Anointed Chukwu is getting on the scoresheet for Widnes 
and the pairing of Florian Yonsian and Dan Hawkins helped 
Stafford Rangers to their first home win of the season last 
Saturday.

Choices are a little bit limited for a non-league outing this 
midweek, but even so, excuses will not be accepted. 

On Monday, Maine Road welcome Garstang to Brantingham 
Road for a Macron Cup Third Round tie and there’s a First 
Division South ‘derby’ at Stockport Town as Wythenshawe 
Town provide the opposition. 

The evening after Rammy entertain Bamber Bridge in the 
NPL Integro Cup whilst in the North West Counties there 
are games at Ashton Town (vs Shelley), Ashton Athletic (vs 
Northwich Vics), Chadderton (vs Daisy Hill), Prestwich Heys 
(vs Emley AFC) and West Didsbury (vs Wythenshawe’s own 
Ammies).

Around
non-League

Christmas is closing in fast and the world of non-league is 
shaking itself down into likely contenders and strugglers. 



Dining Package – from £49 per person
Buffet Package – from £35 per person

Canape Package – from £35 per person

 All our event spaces are now available for private hire for your 
Christmas party, with your own dedicated coordinator and tailored 

packages available as standard.

e  meet@hotelfootball.com
t  0161 751 0434

w  hotelfootball.com

CHRISTMAS IS COMING...

oscar
threlkeld

“I’ve been working hard and I 
spoke with The Gaffer to see what 
I needed to be doing to get in the 
team. He explained what I needed 
to do, I’ve done that in training and 

obviously it’s paid off.”
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It was supposed to be a new challenge for the 24-year-old 
after helping Plymouth Argyle into League One in 2017, 
and finishing seventh in their first season back in the 
division. Instead he played just two games with a loan 
move back to Plymouth, his fourth spell at the club, 
in January providing an escape although they were 
relegated back to League Two with Oscar making 12 
appearances.

His contract on the continent was terminated by mutual 
consent, and Salford moved quickly to bring the player in 
ahead of our debut season in the Football League. After 
all, since making his Bolton Wanderers debut in 2014 at 
19-years-old he has played in The Championship, League 
One and League Two.

Immortalised as a member of The Ammies’ squad that made 
a perfect start in Sky Bet League Two in the 2-0 win against 
Stevenage at The Peninsula Stadium, even as a late 

substitute, Oscar’s first start came against Leeds United in 
the Carabao Cup First Round. 

His next start was in the Leasing.com Trophy win against 
Aston Villa Under-21s, but he then had to wait until Newport 
County for his first League Two start.

However the former Argyle fan favourite has started the last 
eight games, cemented his place in the team, and against 
Tranmere Rovers scored his first goal for the club. 

The last time Oscar featured so consistently was for 
Plymouth in 2018 when he was a regular in League 
One, and now he feels that increased match fitness has 
contributed towards his run in the team.

“It has been coming, I’ve been working hard and I spoke 
with The Gaffer to see what I needed to be doing to get in 
the team.

“He explained what I needed to do, I’ve done that in training 
and obviously it’s paid off.

“It was mainly I needed to get my fitness work in a lot more, 
I needed to be fitter.

“Obviously I came here with not playing a lot of games prior 
to that, it’s probably the end product so it’s just been about 
trying to get up to match fitness.

“I’m happy, I’m settled now.

“I’ve got my place in the team, still trying to improve on that 
to make sure I’m making a stamp in the team, playing week-
in, week-out, but yeah I’m enjoying it!

“The lads have been great from the get-go, welcomed me 
right in and I’m just enjoying it, taking it game-by-game and 
I’ve been playing well.

“Three points have come and gone, but we’re always 
looking to carry on winning three points, it was just a shame 
on Saturday that we couldn’t get anything out of the game, 
but that’s football.

“I just think we need to look at the positives we had in 
that game, we didn’t really set off well in the first half on 
Saturday. 

“We knew what we needed to do and we did that in the 

Highly sought-after Oscar Threlkeld chose to make The 
Peninsula Stadium his new home in the summer, moving 
back to his native North West. A move to Belgium in 2018 
didn’t work out as planned but as the knock-on effects have 
subsided, the midfielder is settling back into a career.

second half, we pushed on them and we had good chances.

“It’s just a shame that Luke was offside for his goal which 
was obviously disallowed, but we looked more of a threat 
in the second half and it’s a shame that we conceded in the 
last minute.”

One of the squad’s more versatile players, Oscar has so far 
been deployed in central midfield and as a right centre back 
before settling more as a right back. Even from his youth 
days in the Bolton academy Oscar played in a few positions 
and it helped him breaking into The Trotters’ senior set up, 
but there are both pros and cons to the ability.

“Through the academy I was a centre-half, then I went from 
a centre-half to a right winger and then I remember playing 
in net once for Bolton’s academy…

“I played up front too, but as a professional I started off in 
right-back and then when I was in and out in the first team I 
was playing midfield for the reserves.

“That’s where I got my confidence back, and it’s comfortable 
changing between midfield and right-back now.

“It’s a bit 50-50 though really because if you can play in 
that many positions, it’s a positive in a way that you can get 
into a game. If someone’s injured, you look on the bench 
and you’ve got a player who can play in a number of 
positions, it’s always helpful for The Gaffer and the team.
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“But as an individual, if you take it negatively it can feel 
like you haven’t made a spot in the team, you haven’t got 
a position, you’re just a jack-of-all trades.

“Looking at it positively you can get more minutes on the 
pitch being versatile!”

A team-mate of Tom Walker at Bolton, Oscar says that the 
mentality of a young player to play in the Championship is 
perhaps the most important personal attribute above all. His 
debut came away at Sheffield Wednesday in April 2014 with 
a dream home debut for his boyhood club following a week 
later against Birmingham.

“I think it’s all down to The Gaffer who believes in you really, 
trying to give you that confidence. 

“It’s the best thing you can do to go out and enjoy it, if it 
works for you then you can take that confidence and you 
can go high, you can go as far as you want, but you can’t 
have any negative thoughts when it’s your debut, you’ve 
just got to go out there, show your heart, show your passion 
that you want to be in the team and the rest will come with 
it.”

In 2015 Oscar was sent on loan to Plymouth Argyle in 
League Two and made his debut as a substitute in the 
Football League Trophy, a 3-2 win at AFC Wimbledon in 
which Jake Jervis scored the first goal of a comeback from 
2-0 down.

That’s aside from the point; this season Salford are enjoying 
a good run in our first crack at the competition with Oscar 
starting all three games, and scoring his first goal at 
Prenton Park in the last group game which qualified us 
as group winners to set up a first knockout round against 
Wolverhampton Wanderers Under-21s.

“I wouldn’t say it was a good goal!” admits Oscar.

“But it’s always nice to get your first one on the chart, it 
gives you confidence to try and score again.

“It was a wonderful strike wasn’t it, must have taken about 
three deflections but yeah, they all count and they’re 
probably the best ones as well.

“My game isn’t about scoring goals, but to add to the tally 
is always a bonus. My game is probably ratting around, if 
I’m playing midfield it’s to rat around, get on the ball, try 
and keep things simple and show my heart and grit to win 
for the team.

“At the back it’s more getting onto the ball, whipping crosses 
in, win my one-v-ones when defending.”

Opinions vary about the inclusion of Premier League 
academy sides in the competition, with the ultimate aim 
being that it accustoms the next generation to playing 
senior football. Two of Salford’s three opponents so far have 
been academy sides, with fellow League Two side Port Vale 
waiting in Round Three of the competition. 

It requires a different style playing against academy sides 
according to Oscar, but he says when the time is right the 
team will be prepared for The Valiants.

“When we’ve come across the Premier League academies, 
you can see they like to get on the ball, pass through the 
lines, but when they come up against us, a team where 
everyone’s got experience, we know what to do, to let them 
have the ball, stay compact, hit them on the counter and 
that’s what we did, we won happily 3-0 and onto the next 
game in January.

“We’re looking to prepare for that when it comes nearer to 
the time, but at the moment all our focus is on Saturday, and 
the next game.”

Continued...
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That experience can count in League Two as well, and has 
already played its part in Salford’s season. The Ammies are 
currently 13th and just outside the top half with nearly half 
of the season played, while further up the table and not out 
of reach is the tight, continuously changing microcosm of 
the play-offs and the the automatic promotion places.

Oscar has been involved in promotion battles before during 
his time at Home Park, triumphing in the 2016-17 season, 
and says a strong team bond will be an advantage.

“I think we’ve done well, winning 2-0 against Stevenage in 
the first game in the EFL it set us up for the season, and 
obviously we lost a few on the bounce but we’ve got 
enough experience and grit in the team to put things right 
and we’ve shown that through the season already. 

“The lads are always 100% on and off the field, they’re 
different class to be fair and if someone’s not on it in training 
or on the pitch they’ll let you know!

“It’s all about the team and how the team’s bonding. 

“Even after a loss everyone gets together and has their 
say on what needs to be done, we have a team meeting 
or whatever, but the team has been unbelievable.

“There’s no cliques in the team, everyone’s bonding
 together, everyone’s doing things together whether that’s 
being at a Christmas Do, whether that’s people playing 
Darts, Ping Pong, everyone’s enjoying themselves, 
everyone’s free to express themselves.

“It’s a good group and I’m happy to be here!

“For the league we’re doing well so far, I think, but it’s not 
where we want to be at the end of the season; we want 
to be in the play-offs or even higher so that’s what we’re 
striving for.

“There’s always a change through League Two, there’s not 
a lot in in, it’s always chopping and changing. 

“I remember being at Argyle, bottom of the league at 
Christmas and obviously nearly getting the play-offs in 
League One, from Christmas to May, so it’s always 
chopping and changing. 

“Looking at the league at this time, Swindon look like 
they are going to run away with it but it always changes. 
If people lose two or three games on the bounce and the 
lower teams win two or three on the bounce it can always 
change.”

As for the next few weeks, they will go a long way in 
determining who will involved in the final straight of the 
run for promotion.

“It’s always an important time of year, but we’re going to 
take each game as it comes and we’ll be looking to pick up 
the three points.”

For the league we’re doing well 
so far, I think, but it’s not where 
we want to be at the end of the 
season; we want to be in the 
play-offs or even higher so that’s 
what we’re striving for.

“ ”
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 

PLAN OF 
ATTACK?
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE KNOWLEDGE

WWW.OB I P ROP E RT Y. CO .UK

BUSINESS RELOCATION  |  LEASING ADVICE  |  INTERIOR DESIGN 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  GRAPHIC DESIGN  |  VIDEO  |  VR/CGI

A better way to finance 
your next car

Apply today for a free  
no obligation quote
www.carfinance247.co.uk
CarFinance 247 Limited is acting as an  
independent credit broker. Representative 25.4% APR

Whether you’re after 
an Astra or an Audi, 

a Fiat or a Fiesta, 
you could be driving 

away in a new car in a 
matter of days!

We search and 
compare offers from 

lots of lenders, finding 
the best available 

finance deal for you.  

The choice of car is 
down to you too – 

you can choose one 
from any reputable UK 

dealer!

Travel plan
update

We would like to remind supporters of the Travel Plan 
in place on match days for The Peninsula Stadium, in 
accordance with the terms of our planning permission.

This year we have partnered up with Transport for 
Greater Manchester to help provide supporters with full 
and comprehensive travel advice each match day, including 
public transport options to save driving.

BOXING DAY

With our next fixture against Crewe Alexandra falling 
on Boxing Day, it is important to note that not all public 
transport services will be running as usual with buses and 
trams in particular affected.

TfGM have advised that local roads are expected to be 
busier than usual as people travel around Christmas. The 
Metrolink network will be running to a Saturday schedule 
and a limited number of bus services will be running, only 
operating to a limited schedule.

To see if your route will be affected, visit their dedicated 
event travel page where the bus and tram timetables for 
Boxing Day are accessible: 
https://tfgm.com/travel-updates/salford-city/crewe-19-20.

For supporters driving to the match, parking restrictions 
around the stadium (above) will be in effect as usual from 
noon until 7pm. The Park & Ride service will be in operation. 
This costs £2 per vehicle, and a shuttle operated by Swans 
will transport you from the car park at M27 8SJ on Agecroft 
Industrial Estate to the Moor Lane side of the ground.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Regular bus services run close to The Peninsula Stadium 
from Manchester City Centre, the majority of which stop 
along the A56 which is no more than a 5-10 minute walk to 
the Moor Lane side of the ground. These are the 93, 94, 97, 
98 and X43 services. 

From Salford Shopping Centre, the 95 runs along Littleton 
Road, and you can alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane with a 10 minute walk up hill to the 
stadium. 

The nearest tram stops are Crumpsall or Prestwich on the 
Bury line, both of which are at least 30 minutes walk.

GENERAL ADVICE

Those parking restrictions are in place for every match day 
between noon and 7pm for games kicking off at 3pm. For 
7:45pm games restrictions are in place from 5pm - 11pm. 
Wherever you park, please do so responsibly and respect 
our neighbours, and don’t block access or driveways.

Park & Ride operates for every league game, opening at 
1:30pm for 3pm games, and 6:15pm for 7:45pm games. We 
will advise before a fixture if it will be closed.

BLUE BADGE HOLDERS

Supporters with a blue badge can park, according to the 
Highway Code, inside the permit zone for up to three hours, 
but must display their badge with the timer set correctly.
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which ball is the real 
one in this photograph?

Can you work out who has is hiding 
behind these Santa beards?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________



4. threlkeld
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The club came into existence in 1901 as St. Sidwell’s 
United and recruited players from Exeter Wesleyan United 
which included old boys from St. Sidwell’s School. Twice 
winners of the Exeter & District Junior League, St. Sidwell’s 
joined the East Devon Senior League for 1903-04 and 
moved into St. James Park.

In May 1904 it was decided that the club should change 
name to Exeter City Association Football Club, but they 
kept St. Sidwell’s nickname of The Grecians. After winning 
the East Devon League at the first attempt, Exeter stepped 
up to the Plymouth & District League, and in December 1907 
they hired a player-coach. By the start of 1908-09 Exeter 
had become professional, a limited liability company and 
were elected into the Southern League. The club wore red 
and white stripes for the first time in November 1910, which 
replaced the green and white worn by St. Sidwell’s United.

The Grecians were invited by The Football League to be 
founder members of the Third Division in 1920, and their 
first match was against Brentford at St. James Park in the 
August. A year later the Third Division became regionalised.

A fire in the mid-1920s destroyed the grandstand at St. 
James Park, but funds were raised to build a new one which 
served until the end of the 2016-17 season. The increased 
costs of being a Football League club also meant Exeter 
had to sell their better players, but the money received did 
help them to purchase St. James Park.

The early 1930s was one of the most successful periods in 
the club’s history as the FA Cup Sixth Round was reached in 
1931, losing in a replay to Sunderland. Two years later The 
Grecians finished second in the Third Division South which is 
their highest league position. Only one club was promoted 
from the division at the time...

In 1958 Exeter found themselves in the Fourth Division, but 
won promotion for the first time in their history in 1963-64 
although their stay in the Third Division lasted two seasons. 
Bobby Saxton led them to promotion again in 1977, and this 
time The Grecians stayed in the division for seven years 
before relegation. Another FA Cup run to the Sixth Round 
came in 1981, with eventual winners Tottenham Hotspur 
eliminating The Grecians.

While the 1990s started positively with Terry Cooper’s side 
winning the Fourth Division and going all season unbeaten 
at home, the club were struggling financially and in 1994 
administrators were appointed. St. James Park was sold 
before the City Council bought it back and leased it back to 
the club in 1996. Exeter came out of administration in August 
1996, league football maintained, and a redevelopment 
scheme for St. James Park was announced.

The Millennium brought little joy and in 2002-03 Exeter 
were relegated to The Conference. Exeter City Supporters’ 
Trust were also asked to take over the day-to-day running 
of the club after the Chairman and vice-Chairman were 

questioned by Police. The Trust went on to become majority 
shareholders of the club, and finances were stabilised. They 
were helped massively in 2004-05 by an FA Cup run to the 
Third Round against Manchester United. A 0-0 draw at Old 
Trafford meant a replay at St. James Park, with the receipts 
from the ties wiping out a significant amount of debt.

After missing out on promotion in three seasons, manager 
Alex Inglethorpe left for a youth coach position with Spurs 
and was replaced with Paul Tisdale. Exeter reached the 
play-off final in his first season in charge (2006-07), but lost 
to Morecambe. However they made no mistake the next 
season and after a second half comeback in the second 
leg of the semi-final at Torquay United, The Grecians beat 
Cambridge United in the final to return to The Football 
League after five seasons in The Conference. Tisdale didn’t 
stop there and took Exeter straight up into League One in 
2008-09, but they were relegated in 2012 and finished just 
outside the play-offs in 2012-13. More FA Cup memories 
were made in 2015-16 when Exeter twice took the lead 
against Liverpool in the Third Round at St. James Park, but 
they were pegged back twice and lost the replay 3-0.

A poor start in 2016-17 had Exeter bottom in November, but 
they qualified for the play-offs before losing in the final to 
Blackpool. They appeared at Wembley again in 2017-18, this 
time losing to Coventry City before Tisdale left the club after 
12 years. In a much better position than he arrived in, his 
successor was former defender Matt Taylor.

Nickname
The Grecians

Founded
1901

Last season
9th - League TWo
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WIN EFL TICKETS  
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Substitutes: Williams (Richardson 56’), Fisher (L.Martin 62’), 
Atangana (Bowman 81’), Moxey (Taylor 92’), Jay, Seymour, 
Visser

L1-0 (aet) at Hartlepool United, FA Cup Second Round (R)

Maxted

Sparkes

Parkes

Taylor

Collins

Bowman

Law

A.Martin

Richardson

L.Martin

Sweeney

Last line-up

Currently competing in their eighth consecutive season in 
Sky Bet League Two, Exeter City have enjoyed a good first 
few months of the season which has seen them top the 
table, and as a minimum maintain a play-off place.

After back-to-back play-off finals in Paul Tisdale’s last two 
seasons in charge, Matt Taylor’s side just missed out on the 
play-offs by a point last season. Early impressions suggest 
that they have learned from that and they have ticked 
teams off along their way this season, digging in to make 
sure they get a result. Only Cheltenham Town (3) have lost 
more games than Exeter’s four in the league this season, 
although Exeter’s six draws are only topped by Cheltenham 
and Port Vale’s seven in the top half.

The Grecians may be hoping their fellow promotion 
challengers pick up a few more draws as while they are 
only three points behind Swindon themselves, Cheltenham, 
Crewe Alexandra and Bradford City are all two points 
behind each with a game in hand.

It’s tight at the top, but if Taylor’s squad can show the same 
levels of consistency with which they started the season, a 
run of 10 games unbeaten, then there’s no reason Grecians 
fans can’t dream of a fifth promotion from the fourth tier 
(third is the only position Exeter haven’t been promoted 
from in the fourth tier. They were Champions in 1989-90, 
runners-up in 1976-77 and 2008-09, and promoted from 
fourth in 1963-64).

A hiccup towards the end of October has been corrected, 
despite a few injuries to the squad, and Exeter were 
unbeaten in their last eight games in all competitions before 
Tuesday night’s extra time FA Cup defeat at Hartlepool 
United. They are still three unbeaten in the league though 
having won their last two.

Exeter haven’t often gone on long winless runs, and no 
doubt this afternoon they will be after a reaction to going 
out of the FA Cup, especially with the League and the 
Leasing.com Trophy left to play for, a competition in which 
they host League One promotion challengers Ipswich Town 
in January.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Exeter’s nickname, ‘The Grecians’, comes from people in 
the St. Sidwell’s area of Exeter referring to themselves as 
‘Greeks’ or ‘Grecians’ because they live outside the old 
walls of the City.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League Two - 10th

2015-16

League Two - 14th

2016-17

League Two - 5th

2017-18

League Two - 4th

2018-19

League Two - 9th

W D W W L
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Former Exeter captain Taylor was appointed in his first 
managerial position in June 2018 after Paul Tisdale had 
left the club.

A former goalkeeper and centre-back, the 37-year-old 
played for The Grecians between 2007 and 2011 and in his 
first season was part of the Exeter side who won promotion 
back to the Football League via a 1-0 win versus Cambridge 
United in the play-off final.

They would go up again in Taylor’s second season, earning 
    back-to-back promotions and the centre-back made over 
      150 appearances before moving on to Charlton Athletic.

A popular figure at St. James’ Park, Taylor returned in 
2016 as a defensive coach and the following season 
managed the Under-23s in a successful Premier 
League Cup campaign which included finishing top of 
the group and reaching the quarter-finals where they 
were knocked out by Wolverhampton Wanderers on 
penalties.

Following the departure of long-serving Tisdale to 
  MK Dons after 12 years in charge, Taylor took up 
   the reins and last season finished ninth in League 
    Two, just a point outside the play-offs.

Taylor’s career started as a goalkeeper at 
Preston North End Boys, and then Everton 
      Under-17s but he then joined Burscough 
          and won the FA Trophy with the club in 
              2003 at Villa Park in front of over 
                 14,000 fans before leaving.

His next destination was 
Rossendale United, which 
was followed by spells at 
Matlock Town, Hucknall 
Town and Guiseley. While 
playing Taylor was also 
studying for a degree at 
Sheffield Hallam University 
where he played first as a 
centre-back and represented 

the University at the BUSA Championship Games. 
His form earned him a chance to represent England 
Universities at the 2006 British Universities Games. 
That summer he transferred to Team Bath, studying 
for a Diploma in Fitness Excellence at the University 
of Bath as well as featuring heavily in the team’s 
Southern Premier League campaign where they 
missed out on promotion to the Conference South 
in the play-off final to Maidenhead United. 

His spell at Exeter came next, followed by moves to 
Charlton, Bradford, Cheltenham, Newport and Bath 
City before returning to Exeter as a coach.

Jon Maxted
Signed: June 2019

The 26-year-old signed in the summer from Accrington 
Stanley and stepped up to the mark after Lewis Ward 
suffered a broken arm in October, keeping five clean sheets 
in 11 games to add to the two in three he had already kept. A 
product of the Doncaster Rovers academy, Maxted has had 
loan spells with Goole and Gainsborough before playing at 
Forest Green Rovers, Guiseley and Accy.

23 Dino Visser
Signed: October 2019

South African stopper Visser only joined Exeter in October 
having played the majority of his career in his native 
country. The 30-year-old, who played for the national team 
against England in a pre-World Cup warm-up game in 2010, 
says he has settled well in England, and last week saved 
three penalties to help Exeter progress past Oxford United 
in the Leasing.com Trophy.

40

Pierce Sweeney
Signed: August 2016

Full-back Sweeney signed from Reading in 2016 and is now 
in his fourth season with The Grecians. Starting his career 
in Ireland with Bray Wanderers, he moved to England with 
The Royals where he won the 2013-14 Under-21 Premier 
League Cup. After his release he was signed as the club’s 
1931 fan-funded player and the 25-year-old is well over 150 
appearances into his stay with 15 goals.

02

Tom Parkes
Signed: May 2019

This summer’s second signing, Parkes switched the north 
for the south when he joined from Carlisle United. A former 
Leicester City youth player, who played for England at 
Under-17 level, the defender has a wealth of Football 
League experience and won back-to-back promotions with 
Bristol Rovers in 2014-15 and 2015-16. He has also turned 
out for Leyton Orient and Burton Albion.

15 Jayden Richardson
Signed: August 2019 (LOAN)

Young full-back Richardson is on loan at Exeter for the 
season from Nottingham Forest. A quick and physical 
player, the 19-year-old actually played for Forest against 
Exeter in the Under-23 Premier League Cup last season, 
and after signing said that Exeter’s reputation for developing 
young players is what convinced him to move to the South 
coast where he has played seven league games so far.

20

Dean Moxey
Signed: June 2017

Academy graduate Moxey returned to his hometown club 
in 2017, eight years after leaving for Derby County. Winning 
promotion back to the Football League with The Grecians at 
just 22, the 33-year-old was a well-established player and 
went on to win promotion to the Premier League with Crystal 
Palace in 2012-13. After three seasons at Bolton Wanderers, 
the left-back returned to Exeter.

21

Aaron Martin
Signed: July 2018

6’3 centre-back Martin joined Exeter after being released by 
Oxford United. The former English Schools Under-18s player 
started his career with Eastleigh from where he was picked 
up by Southampton, then in League One. The 30-year-old 
played for The Saints there and in The Championship before 
loan spells at Crystal Palace and Coventry. He would later 
return to Coventry before two years at Oxford from 2016-18.

05

Alex Hartridge
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 20-year-old left-sided defender was re-called from 
a loan spell at Bath City to help cover for injuries. After 
signing his first professional contract in April 2017, his first 
team debut came in November 2017 in the EFL Trophy and 
last season he started his first league game against Grimsby 
in December 2018. Another two league appearances came 
along with a loan at Truro City.

34
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Ryan Bowman
Signed: January 2019

The striker arrived in Devon after nearly two-and-a-half 
seasons with Motherwell where he scored 10 goals in 72 
league games. It isn’t the 28-year-old’s first club in the south 
having played at Torquay United for two years, prior to 
which he played for Carlisle, Darlington, Hereford and York 
City. Six goals in 24 appearances this season follow on from 
a good end to last season of five goals in six games.

12

Nigel Atangana
Signed: May 2019

Frenchman Atangana played for Avranches in the French 
Third Division and Riudellots in Spain before starting his 
career in England with Havant & Waterlooville where he 
was Player of the Year in 2013-14. The 30-year-old then 
signed a two-year deal at Portsmouth in 2014 and had a 
season with Leyton Orient before signing for Cheltenham 
Town in May 2017. This is his sixth League Two season.

04

Nicky Law
Signed: July 2018

As far as a debut campaign goes, Law’s first season at 
Exeter couldn’t have gone much better as 10 goals in 44 
appearances saw him win all six Player of the Year awards. 
The former Sheffield United trainee (above) is possibly 
having one of his best spells after joining from Bradford 
City, prior to which the 31-year-old had prosperous spells 
in Scotland with Motherwell and Rangers.

08

Jordan Tillson
Signed: July 2012

One of the club’s longer serving players, Tillson signed in 
July 2012 but made his debut away at Hartlepool United 
at the end of the 2013-14 season. The 26-year-old was 
a defender at that point but has transitioned more into a 
defensive midfielder since his breakthrough in 2015-16. 
A fractured ankle curtailed his progress in 2016-17 but he 
returned to help Exeter to successive play-off finals.

06

Jack Sparkes
Signed: Academy Graduate

The versatile midfielder first breached the scene in August 
2017 as a substitute at Swindon Town, and after further 
cup appearances last season as well as loan spells at 
Chippenham Town he has made more of a breakthrough 
this season still at just 19-years-old. Another 1931 Fund 
player, he has  impressed as a left wing-back, but the 
left-footer is comfortable on the left or the right.

22Randell Williams
Signed: January 2019

An exciting prospect, last week the speedy winger was 
tipped by Matt Taylor to return to a higher level. The 
22-year-old signed in January from Watford having spent 
time on loan at Wycombe in 2017-18, winning promotion 
from League Two, and again in 2018-19. He made 10 
appearances after joining, but has scored twice this 
season in the league as a more regular fixture.

11

Matt Jay
Signed: Academy Graduate

23-year-old Jay made his debut as far back as 2013 in the 
EFL Trophy and featured at least once in every season 
before appearing more regularly from the 2017-18 season. 
Aided by loan spells at Hayes & Yeading and Truro City, 
the ‘technical’ striker scored his first goal for the club in the 
EFL Trophy in August 2016 and last season three of his four 
goals in 24 games were Goal of the Season contenders.

17

Ben Seymour
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 20-year-old only made his debut in August 2019 in 
the Carabao Cup, but has 16 appearances to his name 
already in a red and white shirt. A regular goalscorer in the 
youth team, Seymour has had loan spells with Bideford 
and Dorchester Town and having become a more regular 
member of the first team he will be targeting a first senior 
goal for the club.

35

Jake Taylor
Signed: January 2016

Club captain Taylor signed permanently for The Grecians 
from his club since youth, Reading, having had a loan spell 
in the 2011-12 season. The Welshman joined The Royals as 
an eight-year-old and made over 30 appearances amongst 
a number of loan spells, and represented his county from 
Under-17 to the senior team. A central midfielder by trade, 
he is approaching his 200th Exeter appearance.

25

Alex Fisher
Signed: June 2019

Summer signing Fisher signed for The Grecians after Yeovil 
were relegated from the Football League. The 6’3 forward 
(below) started his career with Oxford United and had spells 
with Jerez Industrial in Spain, Tienen, Mechelen and Heist in 
Belgium before returning to England with Mansfield Town. 
After a trial at Exeter he signed for Torquay in 2015, but after 
half a season moved to Inverness CT and then Motherwell.

18

Archie Collins
Signed: Academy Graduate

20-year-old Collins is another off the Exeter production line 
and started to establish himself part way through the last 
campaign. His debut came in 2017 in the EFL Trophy, and 
his first goal on New Year’s Day 2019 put a game against 
Swindon Town to bed. Able to play up top, on the left, on 
the right, or behind the striker, the versatile front man is well 
thought of and is expected to make a big impression.

27

Joshua Key
Signed: Academy Graduate

A pacy winger described as a ‘great character’, Key joined 
Exeter as an Under-16 after the Torquay United academy 
closed and won the EFL Youth Alliance South West 
division in the Under-18s. He has had loans at Bideford and 
Tiverton Town in the Southern Leagues, while his first team 
appearances have been in the EFL Trophy with his first start 
coming against West Ham U21s in November.

30

Lee Martin
Signed: July 2018

Attacking midfielder Martin signed in 2018 after being 
released by Gillingham and made 40 appearances last 
season. The former Manchester United trainee, whose 
Premier League debut came in May 2009 at Hull City lining 
up alongside Gary Neville, has already surpassed last 
season’s tally of one goal with four in 23 games so far. He 
has also played at Ipswich and Millwall in his career.

07

Nicky Ajose
Signed: July 2019

Summer signing Ajose is back in contention after an injury 
that has kept him out since September, when he scored 
his first goal for the club in an EFL Trophy win against 
Cheltenham Town. The Bury-born striker, who came through 
Manchester United’s academy, has played throughout the 
leagues with the likes of Peterborough United, Bury, and 
Swindon Town before Charlton Athletic released him.

14
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opposition view
We spoke to Exeter fan David Gribble, who posts a weekly 

Exeter City blog at exetercityfc.wordpress.com!

Can you remember your first Exeter game?
It was in 1993. We played Wrexham at St James Park and 
won 5-0. Ronnie Jepson scored four that day. I went home 
thinking I had backed a winner. Within a few months Jepson 
was sold to Huddersfield, our manager Alan Ball left for 
Southampton and we were relegated. The latter half of 
the season was far more representative of my early years 
supporting Exeter City.

Why do you support Exeter?
They are my local team. I have experienced many highs 
and lows, made many friends and had some of the most 
enjoyable experiences of my lifetime supporting Exeter City. 
I have seen my club go from near insolvency, out of the 
Football League and now to a club respected within football 
circles. I have seen it all close up, not on a TV screen, and 
the thought of supporting anyone else has never entered 
my mind.

What is your most memorable Exeter game?
Fortunately, there have been a few. Though I have seen 
better games, the 0-0 FA Cup draw at Manchester United 
is the most memorable. Without that cup draw, and the 
money that came with it, I am not sure where the club would 
be today. It allowed several debts to be paid off and gave 
Exeter City the chance to move beyond some questionable 
previous ownership. United made many changes, but we 
did see a young Gerard Pique play, whilst Alan Smith, Paul 

Scholes and Ronaldo all came on as substitutes. There was 
about 12,000 from Devon at Old Trafford that day, a surreal 
but unforgettable occasion.

Who is your Grecians hero, past or present, and why?
Without doubt, the late Adam Stansfield. Adam stands out 
not only for his goals but for his determination and work 
rate. As a supporter you can forgive most things, but a lack 
of effort is the one thing most won’t and you could never 
accuse Adam of not caring. 

My foremost memory of Stanno is in a league win over 
Leeds United at St. James Park in 2010. We were one goal 
ahead in the game, but Leeds were considerably on top, 
Adam was playing the lone forward role and he put the 
United defence under continuous pressure. When the ball 
came up-field, Adam won free-kicks, throw-ins, corners, 
anything he could with an unmatched work rate and his 
unselfish play ultimately led to us winning that match. Come 
the end of the game he was suffering with cramp purely 
from the effort he had expended to help his team. Unselfish, 
committed, determined, there is not one football supporter 
who would not want an Adam Stansfield in their team.

What is your favourite Exeter kit?
Perhaps the white kit of 2008. We won the Play-Off Final 
at Wembley in that kit and I never thought I would see an 
Exeter City team win at Wembley. Rob Edwards running to 
the corner flag after scoring in that kit is one of my favourite 
City images.

What are your thoughts on the season so far?
Good. We have been consistent in an inconsistent league. 
Defensively we have done well, particularly at home. Going 
forward our ability to create chances has not always been 
matched with our ability to finish them. We are a hard 
working, organised team who should be competitive 
throughout the season. We have shown a capability to be 
able to play when we can and battle when we have to, key 
elements needed in any team at this level.

Who should we keep an eye on this afternoon?
Randell WIlliams has been exceptional this year, he has a 
genuine turn of pace and provides a high percentage of 
our goal scoring chances from a wide position. Nicky Law is 
another key player for us, the more of the ball he gets the 
better we tend to play.

Match Prediction?
A tough game. Salford have settled in to League Two well 
and after a Tuesday replay at Hartlepool another long trip 
will be hard on the squad. I would be happy with a point, 
I’ll go for 1-1.
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.

  Have your
mate’s back

With 1 in 4 people experiencing a mental health problem  
each year, we all know someone who needs support.

Drop them a line, ask if they’re ok, let them know you’re there.

You can find information and advice 
at mind.org.uk, on the phone on 
0300 123 3393 or by text on 86463

Wear your shirt backwards  
to show your support.       

Mind is a registered charity no. 219830

AD-210x148-Mind-Have Your Mates Back.indd   1AD-210x148-Mind-Have Your Mates Back.indd   1 06/12/2019   17:5106/12/2019   17:51
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Without doubt there have been balmier afternoons, and 
there are more to come later in the season but on this 
occasion the closest that could be found to ‘balm’ was 
of the sort to prevent lips from becoming chapped as the 
temperatures plunged in Cheshire.

Perhaps it was the chilly air, a spongy pitch, the proximity 
to Christmas, but in truth this was a game ticked off the 
list before being a memorable footballing spectacle. The 
Lionesses have built an identity and a reputation on using 
pace, flashes of skill and out of the box thinking, but for all 
the attempts to play their usual game they were met with a 
ball unwilling to travel across a sodden surface. The most 
significant thing to be taken, other than the three points, is 
that the Lionesses dug in and fought hard to come from a 
goal deficit to win against a well organised opponent.

There was one change from the previous week’s win against 
Liverpool Feds Reserves as Hannah Rhodes came in at left 
back for Charlie Shaw, who dropped to the bench alongside 
Feiruz Abdullahi and the returning Annie Thomas.

The Lionesses looked to get forward early on and after 
four minutes Laura Tobin had the first sight on goal when 
Abby Bennett clipped a pass into the top of the area. Tobin 
turned around Emma Bibby-Cheshire but as she hit a low 
shot across the turf it was slowed down and Katie Jones got 
down to make the save.

In the 25th minute the hosts, playing at home for the first 
time this season, won a corner which was half cleared by 
Salford. Sorcha Bramhall reached the loose ball just ahead 
of Annabel Ainscough, but her shot was blocked by Ellen 
Thornton. On the counter Bennett crossed into the middle 
for Jess Lawson to bring possession down for Feiruz 
Abdullahi, but her shot was saved.

Around the half hour mark Beth Tattersall won a free-kick 
just outside the area which Bennett struck on target, but not 
with enough pace to beat Jones.

Northwich had been well organised in stopping Salford 
from getting forward, and their high press set them up for 

the opener. Rebecca Francis-Jones stepped up to block 
Tattersall’s attempt to knock the ball round her, and 
possession fell for Deighton with Salford on the front foot. 
She travelled a few yards before sticking a shot into the 
right-hand post to give Vixens the lead seven minutes 
before half time.

The Lionesses responded and were level within three 
minutes. Tobin hoisted a ball forward which Abdullahi 
controlled well and played a one-two with Tattersall. The 
captain’s return was perfect and Abduallhi equalised with 
one touch past Jones.

Michaela Thompson was denied restoring her side’s lead by 
Jess Duke, after running in behind the Lionesses defence, 
and Northwich were soon made to pay. Tobin curled a 
lovely through ball into Jess Lawson on the left-hand side of 
the area and Abdullahi, who had kept pace, was taken out 
by Jones as she tried to divert Lawson’s cross goalwards. A 
penalty was duly awarded and Lawson confidently stroked 
it past Jones who couldn’t reach despite guessing correctly.

Into the second half and Annie Thomas had an early chance 
but her deflected shot was picked up by Jones before 
Abdullahi was denied by the keeper from close range after 
Northwich failed to clear a corner.

Set pieces were causing problems for the hosts and 
Kay Baker struck another half cleared corner which was 
deflected for a second corner. This time Tattersall had an 
opportunity which she smashed across the face of goal.

The points were sealed when Bennett stuck home a shot 
when she was left unmarked to one side of goal, and after 
some neat interchanges between Abduallhi and Tobin. 
She nearly returned the favour in the last minute when a 
free kick came off the bar; Abdullahi hit the rebound off the 
underside of the bar, then Tobin’s header was called offside.

That’s all for a remarkable 2019 and The Lionesses 
resume their league schedule on Sunday 5th January at 
home to Warrington Wolverines who will be looking to 
make up ground between themselves and the top.

Salford City Lionesses came from behind to end 2019 on the 
high of winning, 3-1 at Northwich Vixens. Feiruz Abdullahi 

cancelled out Racheal Deighton’s opener and Jess Lawson 
scored a penalty before Abby Bennett secured the win.

vs. Northwich Vixens
NWWRL Division 1 South
Park Stadium
08/12/19, 14:00

Match
REport
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 12 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup

Sun 19 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South

February 2020

Sun 2 Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

March 2020

Sun 1 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton

League and Cup News

There have been some changes to the fixtures, results and 
tables in the last couple of weeks for various reasons.

The first is the unfortunate resignation from the league of 
Burscough Dynamo. The club had been struggling and 
footed the table for most of the season, but they have 
decided that it is best for them to resign from the league 
and their record has been expunged.

It hasn’t made too much difference for us in terms of the 
standings as both ourselves and Curzon Ashton Women had 
played them, but it does mean we have lost 12 goals, three 
points and a clean sheet. There is also a free weekend in 
February now as Burscough won’t be visiting us.

At the League meeting last week, the draw for the Argyle 
Sports Kit North West Regional Cup was made. The five-
round competition is in effect a League Cup with teams 
from the NWWRL’s three divisions all taking part.

We will host Penrith AFC Ladies on Sunday 12th January 
2020, kick-off 14:00 at Partington Sports Village.

Penrith are top of the NWWRL Division 1 North in their bid to 
return to the Premier Division after relegation last season, so 
this will be an interesting match up. Last season they were 
beaten in the quarter-finals by eventual winners FC United 
of Manchester.
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EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 
Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

Sat 14 Shrewsbury Town H

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A

Sat 11 Carlisle United A

Sat 18 Port Vale H

Sat 25 Rochdale A

February 2020

Sat 15 Fleetwood Town H

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

Sat 21 Carlisle United H

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

TBC Walsall H P - P

Clarets Cup Fixtures

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

Decemer 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan
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Tables

NWWRL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 11 9 1 1 64 20 44 28

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 7 6 0 1 28 5 23 18

3 Warrington Wolverines 9 4 3 2 27 14 13 15

4 Chester FC Women 10 4 2 4 22 23 -1 14

5 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 6 3 1 2 19 15 4 10

6 West Kirby Ladies 9 2 3 4 17 28 -11 9

7 Altrincham FC Ladies 4 2 1 1 7 5 2 7

8 Northwich Vixens First Women 4 1 1 2 15 13 2 4

9 Liverpool Feds Reserves 12 1 1 10 18 72 -54 4

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 6 0 1 5 15 37 -22 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Preston North End 12 9 1 2 40 18 22 28

2 Salford City 10 7 0 3 30 16 14 21

3 Carlisle United 11 6 2 3 25 21 4 20

4 Blackpool 11 6 2 3 24 26 -2 20

5 Fleetwood Town 8 6 1 1 15 3 12 19

6 Walsall 8 5 1 2 22 8 14 16

7 Tranmere Rovers 13 5 1 7 37 27 10 16

8 Oldham Athletic 11 3 3 5 19 25 -6 12

9 Accrington Stanley 10 4 0 6 13 24 -11 12

10 Shrewsbury Town 10 3 1 6 17 18 -1 10

11 Morecambe 10 1 4 5 11 29 -18 7

12 Rochdale 8 1 1 6 14 25 -11 4

13 Port Vale 10 1 1 8 14 41 -27 4

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Group 4 P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Grimsby Town 4 3 0 1 7 4 3 9

2 Walsall 4 2 1 1 8 3 5 7

3 Scunthorpe United 4 2 1 1 6 3 3 7

4 Salford City 4 2 0 2 7 8 -1 6

5 Chesterfield 4 0 0 4 3 13 -10 0
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League Two
round-up

As things stand, Swindon do have control of their own 
destiny as even when the games in hand that Cheltenham 
Town, Crewe Alexandra and Bradford City have to play 
are done and dusted, they are at least two points ahead.

Top scorer Eoin Doyle has definitely played his part in six 
consecutive league wins, and he opened proceedings at 
Grimsby Town’s Blundell Park in the 10th minute before 
Jerry Yates added a brace with a goal either side of half 
time to secure a 3-0 win for The Robins. Between them, the 
pair are responsible for 28 of Swindon’s 35 league goals 
this season.

Grimsby are on a sodden run of 11 games without a win 
which stretches back to the end of September and a 3-1 win 
at Exeter City. Caretaker Anthony Limbrick has lost three of 
his four games in charge while the search for a permanent 
successor to Michael Jolley continues. They are locked on 
20 points with Oldham Athletic and Carlisle United, and five 
points ahead of Morecambe at the bottom.

Of those sides battling to avoid being the solitary team to 
drop out of the Football League, it’s Oldham who are seizing 
some initiative under Dino Maamria. The Latics are out of 
the FA Cup and Leasing.com Trophy to League One sides, 
but are five unbeaten in the league following a 1-1 draw with 
Leyton Orient last weekend. After today’s game at Swindon 
they have what some may call a ‘favourable’ run with a 
chance to put some distance between themselves and the 
bottom clubs.

Stevenage are also giving recovery a good go, but a 0-0 
draw with managerless Crawley Town last weekend made it 
three stalemates in a row. They actually have the joint-best 
defensive record in the bottom half of League Two with 21 
goals conceded, but at the other they have found the net 12 
times. Only Bolton Wanderers (11) and Watford (9) are worse 
off in the top four tiers.

Morecambe remained bottom last weekend, but came 
from behind to take a point from their meeting with Carlisle 
United. However it is a result which leaves both Derek 
Adams (Morecambe) and Chris Beech (Carlisle) in search of 
their first league wins. The Shrimpers need to stem the tide 
of goals against them if they want to get off bottom.

Back to the other end of the table and Forest Green Rovers 
were left feeling blue after Scunthorpe United made it three 
wins in a row with a 2-0 win. Unfortunately it was other 
reasons that headlined the game, but Paul Hurst’s side are 
making good progress up the table and could have the 
play-offs in their sights...

This afternoon’s visitors Exeter bought Northampton Town 
back down to earth with a 3-2 win at St. James Park; Randell 
Williams, Aaron Martin and Alex Fisher with the goals 
in between Charlie Goode’s opener and Sam Hoskins’ 
consolation for The Cobblers. The Grecians remain second 
after ending an unbeaten league run of six games for Keith 
Curle’s side, who keep their place in the play-offs but are in 
catching distance of Colchester United and Plymouth Argyle.

Colchester obviously snatched three points in the dying 
moments of our game at The JobServe Community Stadium 
last Saturday, which allowed Cambridge United to leapfrog 
us with a 1-0 against Plymouth courtesy of Kyle Knoyle’s 
first half goal.

They also pegged Newport County back another place as 
The Exiles lost a fourth league game in a row at Bradford. 
James Vaughan converted from 12 yards to give The 
Bantams a first win in three.

Cheltenham registered a first league win since October 
when they banged in three at Mansfield Town without reply 
to record a third clean sheet in four league games. With 
their game in hand they are one of the sides able to keep 
the pressure on Swindon.

Off the pitch Port Vale had quite a big week last week being 
drawn against us in the Leasing.com Trophy, Manchester 
City away in the FA Cup Third Round, and having Valiant 
supporter Robbie Williams announce a homecoming concert 
(in no particular order). However on the pitch they fell to a 
second defeat in a row when Walsall became the first team 
to take three points away from Vale Park thanks to Elijah 
Adebayo’s early second half goal.

The final game of last weekend was Macclesfield Town 
vs Crewe, which was postponed due to Macc’s continuing 
off-field difficulties.

Swindon Town’s fine run was extended last weekend as they 
continued to set the pace at the top of the league, but things 

remain very tight just below them.
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Join us for EFL highlights
 Saturdays 9pm

Freeview 12  I  Freesat 167  I  Sky 144  I  Virgin 169

Sponsored by

AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1 07/12/2019   16:5907/12/2019   16:59

NEWPORT COUNTY vs STEVENAGE

It looks like Michael Flynn’s side are in freefall with four 
defeats in a row, but that’s owing somewhat to the good 
form of sides in the top half and The Exlies having games 
in hand. They need to arrest their slump against Stevenage 
today though, who have drawn their last three 0-0.

SCUNTHORPE UNITED vs COLCHESTER UNITED

It’s no wonder Paul Hurst was nominated for Manager of 
the Month after a drastic turnaround in form which has seen 
them shoot up the table and well away from the danger that 
shrouded their start to the season. Colchester are in equally 
good form as they have been throughout the year, but they 
will be thoroughly examined this afternoon...

SWINDON TOWN vs OLDHAM ATHLETIC

Richie Wellens’ in-form Robins host his former club Oldham 
at the County Ground, with Oldham building a resilience 
that has seen them take points off Port Vale, Northampton, 
and Newport County recently. Who wouldn’t put it past a 
former club to ‘do one’ over their former manager with 
Swindon favourites to win this one and on this great run?

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 20 12 3 5 35 22 13 39

2 Exeter City 20 10 6 4 27 22 5 36

3 Forest Green Rovers 20 10 5 5 24 15 9 35

4 Cheltenham Town 19 9 7 3 31 15 16 34

5 Crewe Alexandra 19 10 4 5 32 22 10 34

6 Bradford City 19 10 4 5 27 18 9 34

7 Northampton Town 20 9 4 7 30 22 8 31

8 Colchester United 19 8 6 5 24 17 7 30

9 Plymouth Argyle 19 8 5 6 27 22 5 29

10 Port Vale 20 7 7 6 25 26 -1 28

11 Cambridge United 20 7 6 7 24 19 5 27

12 Newport County 18 7 6 5 17 15 2 27

13 Salford City 20 6 7 7 23 29 -6 25

14 Scunthorpe United 20 6 6 8 27 26 1 24

15 Macclesfield Town 19 5 8 6 18 21 -3 23

16 Crawley Town 20 5 7 8 25 31 -6 22

17 Walsall 20 6 4 10 15 26 -11 22

18 Mansfield Town 20 5 6 9 26 29 -3 21

19 Leyton Orient 20 5 6 9 27 35 -8 21

20 Grimsby Town 18 5 5 8 20 25 -5 20

21 Oldham Athletic 19 4 8 7 20 27 -7 20

22 Carlisle United 20 5 5 10 20 32 -12 20

23 Stevenage 19 2 9 8 12 21 -9 15

24 Morecambe 20 3 6 11 17 36 -19 15

Carlisle United vs Grimsby Town
Brunton Park, 15:00
Cheltenham Town vs Cambridge United
The Jonny-Rocks Stadium, 15:00
Crawley Town vs Port Vale
The People’s Pension Stadium, 15:00
Crewe Alexandra vs Mansfield Town
The Alexandra Lawn, 15:00
Leyton Orient vs Bradford City
The Breyer Group Stadium, 15:00
Newport County vs Stevenage
Rodney Parade, 15:00
Northampton Town vs Forest Green Rovers
The PTS Academy Stadium, 15:00
Plymouth Argyle vs Morecambe
Home Park, 15:00
Salford City vs Exeter City
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Colchester United
Glanford Park, 15:00
Swindon Town vs Oldham Athletic
County Ground, 15:00
Walsall vs Macclesfield Town
The Banks’s Stadium, 15:00
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have a great
christmas!

CREWE ALEXANDRA
The Peninsula Stadium
Thursday 26th December, 15:00

We play at home on Boxing Day for the first time since 2016 
when Crewe Alexandra make the short journey up the M6!

Tickets are now on sale for this game, and can be bought 
from the ticket office during opening hours, or online.
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

OLDHAM ATHLETIC
Boundary Park
Saturday 29th December, 15:00

2019 ends with a hotly anticipated first derby against The 
Latics, now under the management of Dino Maamria.

Tickets are on sale now from the ticket office, and coach 
travel is available for £7.50 return (departing 12:45). 
Adults: £18, Over-65s/Students/18-21: £8, Under-18s: £5

NExt UP
BRADFORD CITY
Utilita Energy Stadium / Saturday 21st December, 15:00

The last game before Christmas is a merry short one over the Pennines to Bradford City. Tickets are available to buy in 
advance from the Ticket Office at a cheaper rate than on the day. Adults: £20, 60+/Students: £15, 11-16: £10, Under-11s: £5

By Road - The stadium postcode is BD8 7DY, and car parking is available on the street around the stadium but it can get busy 
and congested. Midland Road and Queens Road are often used by supporters. Journey time from Salford: 1 hour.
By Rail - Trains run direct to Bradford Interchange from Manchester Victoria, costing about £10 for an adult return. The ground 
is about a mile north walking through Bradford City Centre, or First Buses 622 and 626 run straight to the stadium (11 minutes).
By Coach - Supporters Coach travel is available for £7.50, with coach(es) departing the Henry Boddington at 12:00. Seats can 
be reserved and purchased during ticket office opening hours.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 
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Graham Alexander
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40. Dino Visser

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Liam Hogan
06. Carl Piergianni
07. Luke Armstrong
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