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We’re back at home today after making the short journey 
to Macclesfield last week to take three points again on 
our travels.

In very difficult conditions I thought our players approached 
the game with a brilliant attitude and played as well as 
could be expected on the day. It was great to yet again 
reward our supporters for the loyal backing we received not 
only on the day, but over the course of the season so far.

Our squad is now settled after a few months of change and 
players are getting up to speed with being able to play 
regularly again, and what it’s like to play for our club. I can 
also see how hard all of our players are training, and their 
motivation to be successful here is evident. We now have 
a strong, competitive group which, as has been evident in 
the Leasing.com Trophy, are all ready to play their part to 
win games.

They are all going to have the opportunity over the next 
couple of months and have to be ready to give their best 
for the team. 

Good afternoon and welcome to The Peninsula Stadium for 
this afternoon’s League Two fixture against Bradford City, 
and I would like to extend that to Stuart McCall, his staff, 
players and all our visitors - have a safe return journey.

There is a real spirit amongst them and they also 
understand the quality that is around them means that no 
one is guaranteed to play every game. 

I’ve always believed in the importance of the squad; 
the way players train, compete with each other and 
the challenge to be better are all vital ingredients of a 
successful club. 

We have them here, and I know in the long run, these 
qualities will pay dividends.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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When it comes to modern social media platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter or Fans Forums of various football 
clubs I can rightly be described as a ‘voyeur’. For the most 
part I enjoy visiting these portals – I think that’s what 
they’re known as but I could be wrong – to find out what 
current topics are being discussed in connection to Salford 
City FC in particular. 

However, I refrain from posting on threads as, in a lot of 
cases, the participants idea of what ‘discussion’ is differs 
greatly to my understanding of the word.

A few seasons back when we used to lock horns with 
Darlington FC their main forum was a delight to read. What 
a lot of their posters had in their lives before Salford City 
came on their horizon would be hard to fathom out. The 
bile and venom in a lot of posts allied with a total lack of 
knowledge of our club often resulted in me frothing over my 
keyboard with fingers twitching to hammer out a concise, 
intelligent and informed reply to their utterances.

Fortunately sanity would return just in time and I would rein 
myself in because a lot of what was posted was done in 
an attempt to draw out a response and then a ‘discussion’ 
would simply disintegrate and the adage ‘Attack the post, 
not the poster’ would quickly be forgotten and personal 
insults would be slung across the ether. This outcome was 
obvious as even amongst themselves there could be some 
vicious arguments going on. 

That, unfortunately, is the downside to football forums or 
chat rooms, Twitter or Facebook. Even today when I have 
a bit of spare time and I take a wander back to Darlington 
the same anonymous individuals are still attacking each 
other on an innocuous thread which may have begun with 
the simplest request for information or an opinion on how a 
certain player might be performing.

In comparison Salford’s social media platforms for the 
most part have tended to be a lot more subdued and level 
headed although recently, I’m told, things have become a 
bit more volatile on Facebook. But so long as delivered in 
a sensible non-aggressive manner everyone is entitled to 
their opinions.

I understand, because of our massive surge in support 
and in particular in home supporters attending matches, 
a sizeable number of our fans will not necessarily have 
a sound grounding in the background and history of The 
Ammies. In his early contact with the club Gary Neville 
stressed that this history was paramount and was to be 
taken along with the ‘new dawn’ (my phrase) which he 
envisaged for the club. This perhaps is something we still 
need to work on.

Nonetheless I did get a bit irked this week with a comment 
made on our Fans Forum. The thread initially referred to 
an article in Sunday’s Football League Paper (which I have 
to admit to not having seen) which compared us to clubs 
which have arrived in a blaze of glory to only then suffer a 
massive decline. One poster in reply then referred to Salford 
as a club prior to the arrival of the Class of ’92 as ‘one that 
was on its uppers’ when taken over.

In general terms the phrase in italics means we were 
struggling. Untrue. 

At the time of the take over we were established as a 
Northern Premier League First Division North club – not 
a bad standard based on our average gates. Over the 
previous 30 years we had never been in the red financially 
and we had a strong Committee. 

Just saying!!

Frankly
Speaking
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We’ve been voted ‘Uswitch 
Most Popular Broadband 
Provider of the Year’ for  
the second year running.

The ground-breaking and innovative collaboration 
began in 2018 with the aim to increase the visibility and 
awareness of mental health, and raise vital money to 
deliver life changing support across the country.

To launch the partnership, the EFL and Mind created the ‘On 
Your Side’ joint identity and for the first time ever in English 
football, a new lettering design incorporating the charity’s 
logo into the player name on the back of every EFL shirt 
was created, alongside bespoke pin badges in individual 
club colours for managers and club staff to wear and this 
will continue for the remainder of the partnership.

The EFL and its Clubs have also worked closely with Mind 
on a number of activations and high-profile campaigns 
involving players, staff and fans to highlight the importance 
of discussing our mental health, including the Kings Cross 
World Mental Health Day activation in 2018 and the ‘Goals 
Worth Talking About’ campaign to mark the date in 2019.

Through money raised through the partnership, Mind’s ‘Get 
Set to Go’ programme, which aims to support people with 
mental health problems to become physically active, has 
also been further extended with the involvement of nine EFL 
Clubs across the country.

A Mental Health programme developed by Mind has been 
provided to all EFL Clubs, offering mental health awareness 
training for all staff and supports Clubs to connect with their 
local Minds to form a legacy for the future, while matchday 
activations across all three Leagues at League matches 
and at EFL Wembley Finals have raised the visibility of the 
partnership and vital funds for the charity.

EFL Chairman, Rick Parry, said, “The EFL is extremely proud 

of the charity partnership with Mind and we’re delighted to 
be able to announce a two-year extension.

“Since the ‘On Your Side partnership began ahead of the 
2018/19 season, we have worked closely with Mind and EFL 
Clubs to improve the approach to mental health in football 
and wider society, raising awareness and vital funds for 
the charity. Many players, managers, club staff and fans 
have also shared their personal stories to further encourage 
conversation around mental health.

“While important and positive steps have been made 
through the partnership, there is still work to be done to 
improve mental health within football and we look forward 
to working with Mind over the next two seasons as we 
continue to tackle one of society’s biggest issues.”

Chief Executive of Mind, Paul Farmer, said, “We are 
delighted to be extending our partnership with the EFL for a 
further two season. 

“Working with the EFL and its 71 Clubs over the past two 
seasons has given us a brilliant opportunity to bring about 
real change, not only at community and club level, but also 
nationally. 

“We look to continue this vital work in the seasons ahead 
with ambitious plans to reach more people who feel they 
have nowhere to turn and to ensure that whoever a fan 
supports, our partnership with the EFL means Mind is here 
to support them.”

Also thank you to everyone who donated at our Mind 
Matchday against Colchester - Mind in Salford raised 
£619.72, the most ever for them in a bucket collection!

The EFL has announced a two-year extension to the ‘On Your 
Side’ partnership with Mind, which will see the mental health 
charity continue as the EFL’s Official Charity Partner until at 

least the end of the 2021/22 season.
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
3. Ibou Touray
4. Oscar Threlkeld
5. Ash Eastham
17. Richie Towell (39)

23. Nathan Pond (c)
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
43. Darron Gibson
45. Ash Hunter (30)

49. James Wilson

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
9. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
44. Craig Conway

Macclesfield Town

1. Jonathan Mitchell
4. Jak McCourt
5. Fiacre Kelleher (c)
7. Arthur Gnahoua
8. Ben Tollitt
11. Theo Archibald
14. Connor Kirby
15. Fraser Horsfall
16. Corey O’Keeffe
22. Shilow Tracey
25. Nathan Cameron

Substitutes

6. Harry Hamblin
9. Joe Ironside
10. Ben Stephens
18. Jacob Blyth
20. Donovan Wilson
23. David Fitzpatrick

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

7 8

Salford Macclesfield

9
6

Salford Macclesfield

Salford Macclesfield

10 8

Salford Macclesfield

Match
REport
A rare date on the sporting calendar, but not such a rare 
occurrence on the road for Salford City who made it four 
wins out of five games away from home with a 2-0 win at 

struggling Macclesfield Town.

vs. Macclesfield Town
Sky Bet League Two
Moss Rose
29/02/20, 15:00

A hefty challenge on Hunter resulted in a free-kick just 
inside the hosts’ half. Gibson knocked it down the line for 
Ibou Touray, and one more for Wilson who had made the 
run down the channel, but with options limited he turned 
and pulled a pass back for Hunter who allowed the ball to 
run in front of him before sending a ball towards the back 
post. Such was the precision, and maybe a helpful gust, that 
it ended up sailing out of reach of Jonathan Mitchell and 
into the top corner, cueing an equally visually impressive flip 
celebration in front of the vitalised travelling fans.

It was a necessary breakthrough for Salford who could have 
doubled the lead three minutes later. A patient build-up 
finished with an ambitious long-range shot by Touray which 
was blocked at the top of the box, but it ricochetted out to  
Towell who drove a shot that Mitchell pushed clear. The 
Irishman wouldn’t have to wait much longer though and his 
chance came in the 39th minute. Pond’s long ball forward 
was headed partially clear by former Salford loanee Fraser 
Horsfall and intercepted by Towell’s header which was 
directed at Thomas-Asante. The youngster controlled the 
header before laying it back off for Towell who shimmied his 
body to get past Fiacre Kelleher and into the area. With time 
and space he took a touch to steady himself before placing 
a low shot underneath Mitchell, and making it 2-0. Again it 
was the result of some neat link up play in the final third, 
and a perfect way for Towell to mark his return to the team.

Macc’s first real opportunity came early in the second half 
as Horsfall tried his luck from a good 45 yards out, but even 
with the sun in his eyes it was no real trouble for Letheren 
who made the catch. Just past the hour the Welshman was 
inadvertently tested by Threlkeld whose defensive header 
from Joe Ironside’s cross was heading into the post, but a 
brilliant reflex saved kept it from going in, and kept Letheren 
on course for his tenth clean sheet in 21 appearances.

In the last 10 minutes he had Towell to thank for blocking a 
Nathan Cameron header off the line after a deep free kick 
was flicked on by Ironside. Wilson then had a late chance 
to make it three as he cut in from the left and saw a shot 
deflected just wide of the post by Kelleher, but Salford were 
already safely assured of victory.

Ash Hunter’s quite literal whirlwind strike set The Ammies 
on their way to victory at Moss Rose, with Richie Towell’s 
first league goal since Boxing Day adding a level of 
security which meant that Salford only had to keep Macc 
at arm’s length in the second half as well as competing 
against the conditions.

Congratulations to the staff at Macclesfield in ensuring that 
the game would go ahead after further significant rainfall, 
and the pitch passed two inspections much to the delight 
of all in attendance. The weather would still play its part in 
the game, with Macclesfield looking for a first win in eight 
attempts. These sort of games against sides near to or 
around the bottom have often caught Salford out in recent 
seasons but this afternoon they showed a determination to 
secure another three points on our travels.

Graham Alexander made four changes to the side that 
was beaten by Colchester United the week previous. Scott 
Wiseman and Michael O’Connor were absent and replaced 
by Oscar Threlkeld and Darron Gibson, making his first 
league start in a Salford shirt. Back in as well were Towell 
in the middle and Bruno Andrade out wide.

Under the sunny Cheshire skies it was the visitors, who 
swapped ends ahead of kick-off, that started the better side 
and Hunter had an early sight of goal. Andrade appeared 
to be heading nowhere as he advanced on the right but 
a precise pass into James Wilson at the top of the area 
was flicked back into the path of Brandon Thomas-Asante 
bursting in from the right. The striker has been in fine form 
but opted to pass one more instead to Hunter who took 
a touch to control, but the ball didn’t quite bounce as he 
connected and hit a low shot wide of the post.

It would be the best chance of the opening period as Macc 
started to settle, and after a recovery challenge from 
Nathan Pond stopped Shilow Tracey having a shot, Theo 
Archibald whipped a cross in from the left that Connor Kirby 
couldn’t quite connect with, arriving at the back post. For all 
the possession and territory Macc were edging, they weren’t 
doing much to test Kyle Letheren and just before the half 
hour they were made to pay.
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Three weekends and three storms. Surely a hat-trick 
which won’t be beaten but then again who knows with 
our current climate. Early in the morning a Saturday 
afternoon kick-off was still uncertain but a second pitch 
inspection saw our fixture at Macclesfield Town confirmed. 
The trip was short enough for any late postponement not 
to cause too much disappointment with plenty of matches 
going on elsewhere in the locality we could get to another 
venue before 3 O’Clock.

The last few years have been difficult for the Cheshire-
based club and this time around has been no different with 
trouble never far from their door. Macc, like ourselves, have 
come up through the non-league pyramid and we have had 
many connections over the years. Former Salford manager 
Phil Power is something of a club legend at the Moss Rose 
as a top goal scorer over a five-year period. 

Others to have represented both clubs are goalkeepers 
Mark Molyneaux and Ritchie Branagan, Steve Brackenridge, 
Sam Madeley, Andrew Smart and Steve Tobin while more 
recently we have Mike Phenix, Anthony Dudley and Liam 
Hogan. Danny Whitehead, who is back at Macclesfield, 
wasn’t allowed to play on Saturday due to conditions in his 
loan arrangements.

Weather conditions with a strong wind blowing all over the 
pitch added to a not unexpected deterioration in the playing 
surface influenced the quality of football on show from the 
early stages. It was the home side who started more brightly 
and Arthur Gnahoua, who was a member of Mark George’s 
youth team at Moor Lane a number of seasons back, gave 
the Salford defence a couple of anxious moments early 
on with some strong runs but his impact waned as the 
half developed. Macc produced a moment of panic in the 
Salford box when a low, left wing cross ball from Nathan 

Cameron just evaded the outstretched leg of team mate 
Connor Kirby.

Salford weren’t finding it easy to open up the home defence 
but we took the lead on the half hour when an Ash Hunter 
high cross delivered from wide on the left deep to the back 
post got caught up in the Gulf Stream, and with the help of 
The Ammies recent Spanish signing Jorge deceived home 
keeper Jonathan Mitchell to land in the back of the Town 
net. Ash celebrated his goal with an immaculate double 
somersault with full twist which will have impressed any 
watching selectors from the GB gymnastics team looking 
out for potential new talent who might push themselves into 
selection for the upcoming Tokyo Olympics. 

Home keeper Mitchell then made a good save from a 
Richie Towell drive from outside the box before the Salford 
midfielder doubled our lead on 39 minutes when he linked 
well with Brandon Thomas-Asante. Towell found himself 
with not the best of angles but when supporters were 
perhaps expecting him to smash his shot goalward he deftly 
stroked it under the diving body of Mitchell.

After the break Macclesfield had plenty of possession but 
troubled City’s defence on only a couple of occasions. 
Firstly, Kyle Letheren had to be alert to push a defensive 
header from his own defender, Oscar Threlkeld, onto a post 
and then, from virtually on the goal line, Towell did superbly 
well to head the ball away for a corner kick.

The attendance was 2,317 (with an impressive 680 from 
Salford). A 20-page programme was available for £2. 
With 50% being adverts it was probably overpriced but 
showed that it is possible to produce a reduced matchday 
programme to satisfy the ‘paper chasers’ while at the same 
time investigating digital possibilities.

on the road
Frank McCauley re-tells his version of last weekend’s visit 

to Macclesfield Town.
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
5. Ash Eastham
16. Jack Baldwin
23. Nathan Pond (c)
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
44. Craig Conway
45. Ash Hunter (43)

49. James Wilson

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
9. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
15. Cameron Burgess
17. Richie Towell
43. Darron Gibson

Colchester United

1. Dean Gerken
2. Ryan Jackson
3. Cohen Bramall
5. Luke Prosser (c)
6. Omar Sowunmi
8. Harry Pell
9. Luke Norris
13. Theo Robinson
15. Callum Harriott (41)

24. Ben Stevenson
49. Kwame Poku (28)

Substitutes

29. Ethan Ross
7. Courtney Senior
14. Brandon Comley
18. Tom Eastman
21. Ryan Clampin
26. Luke Gambin
45. Frank Nouble

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

6

13

Salford Colchester

2 2

Salford Colchester

3
2

Salford Colchester

15
10

Salford Colchester

Match
REport

A stubborn Colchester United didn’t give up their lead 
despite Salford dominating the game in terms of possession 

and chances, and Ash Hunter’s goal before the break 
couldn’t inspire a comeback at The Peninsula Stadium.

vs. Colchester Unitted
Sky Bet League Two
The Peninsula Stadium
22/02/20, 15:00

A huge chance for the Ammies and they paid the price for 
profligacy just two minutes later. Colchester’s second goal 
came from nowhere as Callum Harriott picked up a pass 
from the left before making a run towards the angle of the 
box. The low shot that followed took a bounce on its way 
across Letheren’s dive before dropping in at the far post.

Two down and up against it, the Ammies needed a quick 
response and on this occasion, they managed to find it. 
In the 43rd minute Michael O’Connor’s pass sent Scott 
Wiseman towards the line on the right and the full-back 
managed to turn a low ball towards the near post. Brandon 
Thomas-Asante didn’t make the contact he wanted to but 
as the ball rolled on Hunter was there to crash a four-yarder 
past Gerken.

Right at the end of the first half Wilson turned a pass into 
the path of Thomas-Asante who drilled in a low cross-shot 
that zipped across the face of goal. Craig Conway wasn’t far 
away from getting a touch but Colchester United’s narrow 
advantage was maintained as the whistle blew for half-time.

10 minutes into the second half Wiseman’s run took him into 
the penalty area on the right. The low delivery that followed 
was dangerous, but as Thomas-Asante closed in at the far 
post Omaw Sowunmi managed to slide in and poke the ball 
behind. Touray delivered the left-flank corner but Nathan 
Pond could only head high over the bar from seven yards out.

Salford were knocking on the door, rolling forward time 
after time, but in fairness Colchester were defending well 
and Gerken wasn’t being tested too strenuously. A series 
of injuries and stoppages led to the referee adding on a 
minimum of nine minutes, and the pattern of play didn’t 
change. Salford pushed and pushed in search of that vital 
second goal and Hunter hit a left of centre effort from 
almost 25 yards that was just too high to trouble Gerken. 

Seven minutes into injury time Touray lofted a ball into the 
penalty area, with substitute Tom Elliott’s header dropping 
harmlessly wide – that just about summed up another 
hugely frustrating afternoon for Salford.

Two first half goals proved enough in the end for 
Colchester United, despite them having to soak up almost 
continuous pressure after the interval. On one of Salford 
7’s less pleasant afternoons, the Ammies suffered an 
eighth home league defeat of the season and once again 
it’s a tale of numerous attacking opportunities converted 
into too few goals. Graham Alexander’s side threw the 
kitchen sink at their opponents but although Ash Hunter 
halved Colchester’s lead before half-time, they couldn’t 
go on to force what would have been a deserved leveller.

Fortunately, the heavy rain that had fallen during the run up 
to this game finally took a breather on Saturday morning. It 
would return – with something of a vengeance – but sterling 
work from ground staff and volunteers made sure the game 
could go ahead. The early stages of the game would be 
lively without providing too much in the way of incidents, 
although the Ammies went close as early as the third 
minute. James Wilson cut inside before hitting a left-footer 
that wasn’t too far away from hitting the target. 

Sporadic goalmouth action so far, but in the 28th minute 
Colchester went ahead thanks to a slice of genuine quality 
from Kwame Poku. The 18-year-old was still inside his own 
half when he collected a low diagonal pass from the left, 
then set off on a run. He advanced at pace, cutting inside 
from the right between Ibou Touray and Jack Baldwin before 
dancing around Ash Eastham and slamming in a beautifully 
struck 19-yarder from just left of centre. Kyle Letheren went 
full-length to his right but there was power and accuracy on 
a shot that squeezed low inside the post.

A blow for the Ammies and it could have got worse just 
a couple of minutes later. This time Poku popped up on 
the right, cutting inside before trying a lofted left-footed 
curler from the edge of the area that dropped inches wide 
of the far upright. This had been a good spell for the U’s 
but Salford really should have got back on level terms 
during the 39th minute. A free-kick was knocked into the 
middle from the right where Wilson was lurking, just inside 
the six-yard box. This had to be a goal but as the former 
Manchester United forward poked a shot goalwards, Dean 
Gerken managed to deflect it away off his trailing foot.
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E hospitality@hotelfootball.com   |   www.hotelfootball.com   |   T  0161 241 0321    |    @hotelfootballuk   |    hotelfootballoldtrafford   |    hotelfootballuk

Get closer to the action than ever courtesy of Hotel Football and our exclusive 
ticketed matchday hospitality experiences. Enjoy hearing from some of the 

game’s most recognisable former Manchester United players during a live Q&A 
and three course meal over looking the Theatre of Dreams. 

Then head over to Old Trafford to enjoy the game.

THE ULTIMATE MATCHDAY 
AT HOTEL FOOTBALL
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For more information call us on 0161 703 2500 
or email info@championgroup.co.uk

www.championgroup.co.uk       @ChampionAccount

Over 40 years’ experience managing 
accounts including:
• Audit & Accounts • Business Support
• Insurance • Corporate Finance
• Tax Planning • Payroll
• Management Accounts
• Wealth Management • Tax Compliance 
• Tax Enquiry Insurance
• I.T. Solutions • Vehicle Solutions

a c c o u n t a n t s

every business needs a
champion to succeed

Corporate and Commercial • Commercial Property • Banking and Real Estate Finance 
Employment • Commercial Litigation • Intellectual Property • Licensing • 
Tax and Estate Planning • Residential Property • Family

Call us today on  0161 979 0808 or email info@kuits.com

3 St Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester M3 2RDkuits.com

We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

Whilst Salford City were winning 2-0 at Macclesfield last 
Saturday, I was making what would probably be my last 
ever visit to Bootham Crescent. A weekend away in the 
ancient city of York had “coincided” with a home National 
League North fixture for the Minstermen and it was, 
frankly, too much to resist.

For such a historic city, York’s football team is a relative 
newcomer, dating back only as far as 1922, although the 
forerunner of the present-day club was founded in 1908. 
They moved into their current – but soon to be former 
– home in 1932 before eventually losing ownership in 
1999. The club managed to buy Bootham Crescent back 
a few years later, but the terms of acquisition included an 
agreement to move to a new ground.

Cue the York Community Stadium, and although it’s been 
a long, drawn out process, York City might even kick a ball 
there before the end of the current season.

Sad in many ways as another city-centre ground gives way 
to an out-of-town box and I doubt if there will be view of the 
Minster from the new premises. 

Apparently, the new ground will have a West Stand, North 
Stand, South Stand and East Stand, which sounds familiar…

On to the game, and the day’s visitors were our old pals 
from down the road, Curzon Ashton. York started the 
afternoon on top of the league, although form has been 
patchy, with Kings Lynn Town and Boston United breathing 
down their necks. A certain Josh Askew was included in the 
Nash starting line-up and the game soon developed into 
something of a pattern. 

York had plenty of the ball – indeed, nearly all of it after the 
break – yet their efforts fizzled out when the penalty area 
was reached. There were a number of chances, but to be 
fair Curzon’s defence did well and when a shot did come in, 
keeper Cam Mason was equal to it.

After plenty of huffing and puffing on the pitch, with 
accompanying moaning and groaning off it, Curzon went 
ahead courtesy of their first real second half chance. A run 
from visiting substitute Tavares was unchecked and the 
York defence then spurned a couple of decent chances to 
clear the danger inside their own area. George Broadbent 

gleefully slammed home from eight yards out to put the 
Nash within 18 minutes of an unlikely win. 

Curzon’s keeper was forced into a couple of good saves 
before the end, but on the whole the visitors were looking 
relatively comfortable. Five minutes of time added on were 
indicated and in the very last of those, York grabbed a 
leveller. 

Keeper Mason had looked solid all afternoon and he moved 
out of his goal to meet a long, low ball played down York’s 
left. A defender was there to shepherd, but Mason slipped 
at the most inconvenient moment and his colleague seemed 
to fall asleep. Jordan Burrow couldn’t believe his luck as he 
pounced on the loose ball before rolling a tightly angled 
finish into the net, much to the chagrin of the 35 visiting 
supporters behind the goal.

An unexpected late point might reasonably have been 
expected to reinvigorate York’s promotion push, but on 
Tuesday they were hammered 4-1 at home by struggling 
Hereford. I imagine the 47 travelling fans greeted the final 
whistle slightly more enthusiastically than Curzon’s hardy 
band. 

Goodbye from me to the ‘old girl’ of Bootham Crescent. York 
City may well move from strength to strength at their shiny 
new home, but it will certainly never feel the same again.

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin was at York City vs Curzon Ashton for a final 
visit to Bootham Crescent last weekend.
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Details for
Wembley

Tickets are now on sale for next month’s Leasing.com 
Trophy Final against Portsmouth at Wembley Stadium!

Match tickets are being sold exclusively by Ticketmaster 
and can be purchased online or over the phone, plus there 
is a dedicated line for supporters with a disability who are 
purchasing tickets for accessible areas of the ground.

We have been given an initial allocation of 3,076, but there 
are more tickets available as/when that allocation is sold. 
Our blocks are 138-143, and we have been assigned the 
West end of the ground which is the same as last season’s 
play-off final against AFC Fylde.

Prices are split into six categories, but Juniors (16 and under) 
are £10 throughout. See the website for a full list of prices 
and where they are located. Supporters aged 14 and under 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult, and babies 
or children under 2-years-old are not permitted into the 
stadium except in hospitality areas and boxes.

BUYING TICKETS

In order to buy your ticket(s) online you must register for an 
account with Ticketmaster if you do not already have one. 
Head over to https://www.eticketing.co.uk/lct1/ to see what 
tickets are available.

To purchase tickets over the phone call 0844 847 2252. 

Calls to this number cost 7p per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. The line is open Monday to 
Friday from 8am - 8pm, and Saturday to Sunday between 
9am - 5pm. 

Supporters wishing to purchase accessible tickets should 
call 0333 321 3119 (Monday to Friday, 10am - 5pm).

It is an offence under Section 166 of the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act 1994 for any unauthorised person to 
sell tickets. Ticketmaster are the exclusive seller of tickets 
for this match.

Please read through the Ground Regulations and Conditions 
of Issue before buying your ticket(s). They are available to 
view at https://www.efl.com/ticketconditions.

A booking fee of £2.40 will be applied to each ticket, and 
there is a postage charge of £2.50 per order.

TRAVEL

We are running official supporter coaches to the final for £15 
return, with tickets on sale now. Seats can be purchased at 
the ticket office during opening hours.

Wembley Stadium will be issuing their own travel pack with 
different options.

Parking is available at the stadium and can be booked 
online at www.wembleyofficialparking.com, or by phone 
on 020 8903 6966. This costs £90 per coach, or £30 per 
car if booked in advance. Blue badge parking is available 
for £15 per space when booked in advance.

All parking is subject to availability and may be subject to 
a price increase on match days. Parking is restricted in the 
local area around Wembley.
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 

PLAN OF 
ATTACK?
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE KNOWLEDGE

WWW.OB I P ROP E RT Y. CO .UK

BUSINESS RELOCATION  |  LEASING ADVICE  |  INTERIOR DESIGN 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  GRAPHIC DESIGN  |  VIDEO  |  VR/CGI

A better way to finance 
your next car

Apply today for a free  
no obligation quote
www.carfinance247.co.uk
CarFinance 247 Limited is acting as an  
independent credit broker. Representative 25.4% APR

Whether you’re after 
an Astra or an Audi, 

a Fiat or a Fiesta, 
you could be driving 

away in a new car in a 
matter of days!

We search and 
compare offers from 

lots of lenders, finding 
the best available 

finance deal for you.  

The choice of car is 
down to you too – 

you can choose one 
from any reputable UK 

dealer!

SUPPORTERS FLAGS

Wembley Stadium recognise that supporters may like to 
display flags, and have created the following guidance to 
help spectators ensure that their flags meet with Health and 
Safety guidance, and Wembley’s ground regulations.

Supporters may bring an individual flag into the Stadium 
without permission if:

- The flag is smaller than 250cm in size at the widest 
or the longest points,
- It does not have a flag pole attached (if it does have 
a pole attached it must be wooden or plastic, and no 
longer than 1m or 1cm in diameter),
- There is no advertising or commercial message on 
the flag,
- It does not contain any abusive or defamatory 
message.

Flag poles made of metal are not permitted inside the 
Stadium under any circumstance.

If a supporter arrives at Wembley Stadium and their flag 
does not come under the above points, and they have not 
gained permission in advance, the flag may be confiscated 
at the turnstiles and not allowed into the Stadium.

Supporters must obtain permission from Wembley Stadium if 
any of the following applies:

- The flag is larger than 250cm in size at the widest or 
longest point,
- The supporter wishes to have a static flag connected 
to the seating (this is not possible for sold out games),
- The flag has a pole connected that is over 1m in 
length and 1cm in diameter.

In order to obtain permission you must supply the following 
information via the Wembley Stadium online portal:

- A photo showing the whole flag,
- A photo showing any flag pole connected,
- The actual size of the flag,
- A valid, in-date fire certificate, in English with the 
appropriate stamps of authority (this is preferable but 
not mandatory).

If you arrive at Wembley Stadium and your flag differs in 
any way from the photographed or described flag, your flag 
may be confiscated at the turnstiles and not allowed into 
the Stadium.

The online portal is: 
https://help.wembleystadium.com/support/solutions.
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START SPREADING  
THE NEWS…  

To advertise or for more information contact us on:
t:  07703 313970   |  e: mark.fry@localiq.co.uk

NOBODY WILL BRING YOU 
CLOSER TO SALFORD

Local News | Letters | Leisure | Jobs | Motors | Classified | Family Notices | Sport

A voice for the local 
people of Salford.

salfordcitynews.co.uk 

OUT NOW!

localiq.co.uk

Available every Friday via more 
than 150 local retailers. 
 
64 pages of great content including...

ONLY 80p

After it’s successful launch, local newspaper Salford City News are 
giving two supporters the chance to win a Wembley experience for 
the Leasing.com Trophy Final!

Pick up a copy of the paper from any local newsagent for 80p to find out 
how you could have your travel, hotel and match tickets paid for as we 
take on holders Portsmouth at the national stadium on Sunday 5th April.

For full Terms & Conditions, check out the Salford City News website. 
Travel will be by train to London on Saturday 4th April, returning on 
Sunday 5th April. The winners will be provided with a room at the 
Holiday Inn Wembley hotel on the evening of Saturday 4th April, and 
two match tickets in the Salford end on Sunday 5th April.

Your chance to win FREE tickets, travel and accommodation 
for the Leaisng.com Trophy Final!
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which ball is the real 
one in this photograph?

Which teams that play in red do these 
crests belong to?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Bradford
City

Today’s visitors
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Nickname
The bantams

Founded
1903

The roots of Bradford City are deeply set in Rugby League 
with the club being formed following meetings between 
James Whyte, sub-editor of the Bradford Observer, and 
the Football Association in 1903.

With the Football League keen to encourage Association 
Football in the county, they elected Bradford City into 
Division Two in place of Doncaster Rovers, and a few days 
later Manningham FC’s committee decided to switch their 
club code from Rugby League to Association Football. Thus 
Bradford City AFC was born, inheriting both Manningham’s 
colours and Valley Parade.

Robert Campbell was Bradford’s first manager, and after a 
2-0 defeat at Grimsby Town in their first game in September 
1903 they attracted 11,000 for the first home game. He led 
Bradford to a 10th place finish in their inaugural season.

Next manager Peter O’Rourke would bring more success to 
The Bantams after taking over in November 1905, starting 
with the Division Two title in 1907-08 and promotion to the 
First Division. Bradford recorded their highest ever finish 
of 5th in 1910-11, but the highlight of that season was their 
FA Cup success against Newcastle United; captain Jimmy 
Speirs scoring the winning goal in the replay.

Bradford maintained their First Division berth for three 
seasons after the First World War, but O’Rourke retired in 
1921 following the death of his son and The Bantams were 

relegated in 1921-22. Attendances also declined and they 
finished in the bottom half of the table for five consecutive 
seasons with relegation to Division Three (North) coming in 
1926-27.

O’Rourke returned two seasons later and took Bradford 
straight back up to Division Two with a record 128 goals 
scored. After an additional season O’Rourke left again and 
Bradford spent eight seasons in Division Two although 
didn’t compete for promotion to the top flight. Instead they 
dropped back to Division Three (North) in 1936-37 although 
they won the division Challenge Cup two seasons later 
before the outbreak of World War Two.

When football resumed Bradford finished regularly in the 
bottom half of the table, but after three top half finishes 
during the late 1950s they were placed into the newly 
created Division Three in 1958-59 although they faced 
relegation in 1960-61. They were nearly promoted straight 
back to the third tier thanks largely to the goals of David 
Layne, but he left in the summer and Bradford finished the 
next season second-bottom, having to apply for re-election.

A return to Division Three did come in 1968-69, but they 
finished bottom in 1971-72 before promotion was won again 
in 1976-77 and was followed by relegation in 1977-78. After 
the appointment of Roy McFarland in 1981-82 Bradford won 
promotion back to Division Three, although McFarland left 
for Derby County soon after. That was followed in 1984-85 

by a return to Division Two under Trevor Cherry, although 
the season’s celebrations were overshadowed by the Valley 
Parade Fire in the final game of the season which killed 56  
people. Bradford played away from Valley Parade for 19  
months while £2.6million of work was undertaken for repairs.

The Bantams reached the play-offs in 1987-88, then two 
years later were relegated to Division Three which, during 
their stint, became Division Two with the creation of the 
Premier League. Chris Kamara would be the manager to 
take Bradford back up to the second tier, beating Notts 
County 2-0 in the play-off final at Wembley, and they 
survived before Kamara was sacked in January 1998. 

Paul Jewell was his replacement and guided Bradford into 
the Premier League and a first spell in the top flight for 77 
years. After securing their Premier League status on the last 
day of 1999-2000, Jewell was sacked in November 2000 
and at the end of the season Bradford were relegated. 
The next season they were placed into administration with 
debts of nearly £13million, and two years later they suffered 
another relegation before a third relegation in seven 
seasons came in 2006-07.

Since then Bradford have had lengthy spells in League Two 
and back up in League One after Phil Parkinson took them 
up via the 2012-13 play-offs. That season they also became 
the first fourth tier club since Rochdale in 1962 to reach the 
League Cup Final, although they lost 5-0 to Swansea.

Last season
24th - League One
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Substitutes: Pritchard, Ismail, Henley (Mellor 74’), Devitt, 
Cooke (Akpan 83’), McGee, Mottley-Henry (McCartan 77’)

W2-1 vs Plymouth Argyle, Sky Bet League Two

O’Donnell

Wood

Richards-
Everton

McCartan

Reeves

Novak

Akpan

A.O’Connor

Mellor

Donaldson

Connolly

Last line-up

A famous old club, Bradford City are determined to 
return to League One at the first time of asking after their 
relegation back to the fourth tier last season. It’s a far cry 
from the club that started the decade as a Premiership 
team, and a dramatic fall after back-to-back play-off 
campaigns which took them within 90 minutes of the 
Championship in 2017.

A first season in League Two since 2012-13 has yielded 
mixed results. Gary Bowyer was kept on after being 
appointed in March last season, but was sacked in early 
February after a run of seven games without a win (D4 L3) 
which saw Bradford slip away from the play-offs. In his 
place they have re-appointed Stuart McCall for a third spell 
in charge, the Scot who took them to the League One Play-
Off Final in 2017, and had a spell between 2007-10 during 
Bradford’s last spell in League Two. With two wins and a 
draw in his first five, The Bantams will be hopeful of making 
a push for the play-offs in the remaining 10 games and 
then see where that takes them in what has been a fiercely 
competitive League Two season.

The imposing Valley Parade has been a fortress for 
Bradford, even through winless patches and they have won 
11, drawn five and lost just two of 18 games at home. On 
the road however, it has been a different narrative with just 
three wins from 18 (seven draws and eight defeats). October 
2019 was the last time in the league that The Bantams 
tasted victory, away at Morecambe 12 games ago.

With the timing of McCall’s arrival, he will have to use the 
squad available to him which doesn’t include top scorer 
James Vaughan - on loan at Tranmere Rovers - although 
in Lee Novak The Bantams have a more than capable 
striker at League Two level. The 31-year-old signed from 
Scunthorpe United on Deadline Day and scored twice in his 
first two games, taking his total for the season to nine goals 
in 29 appearances in all competitions.

Last weekend’s 2-1 win against Plymouth Argyle was a hard-
fought but necessary three points for Bradford going into 
the final run-in, and victory this afternoon would help put 
distance between themselves and the chasing pack.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Bradford inherited their amber and claret colours from 
Manningham FC, which were the same colours as The 
Prince of Wales’ Own West Yorkshire Regiment which was 
based at a nearby barracks on Manningham Lane.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League One - 7th

2015-16

League One - 5th

2016-17

League One - 5th

2017-18

League One - 11th

2018-19

League One - 24th

D W L L W
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Back for his third spell as manager, McCall is very 
closely connected with Bradford having started his 
playing career and managerial career at Valley 
Parade.

The 55-year-old was born and grew up in Leeds, 
watching his father Andy McCall playing for 

Leeds United. He himself played locally 
until being invited for a trial by 
Bradford at 16 years-old while he 
was playing at Farsley Celtic. 

He was given his debut by Roy 
McFarland in August 1982, then 
from January 1983 he played 134 
consecutive league games for 

Bradford, with the Division Three title 
coming in 1984-85. He scored the 

second goal in a 2-0 win against 
Bolton Wanderers which 

confirmed Bradford as 
Champions, and in November 

1986 he was appointed club 
captain at 21.

After 285 games, 
McCall left for 
Everton in 1988 
then in 1991 
he signed for 
Rangers for 
£1.2million. The 

midfielder’s time 
at Ibrox was full 
of success as 
Rangers won 

six successive 
Scottish League titles (it was a total of nine 
but McCall was there for six). In 1992-93 he 
was part of the side that won the treble and 
reached the Champions League semi-finals. 
In total he won 10 medals, and in 1998 he 
returned to Bradford City as Paul Jewell 
was putting together a squad that would win 
promotion to the Premier League in his first 
season back. Although he was eventually 
relegated with Bradford, and left in 2002, he 
played on with Sheffield United until shortly 
before his 41st birthday and ended his career 
with 763 league appearances, plus 40 for 
Scotland including at the 1990 World Cup 
and 1992 European Championships.

As a coach he was promoted with Sheffield 
United to the Premier League and had a first 
spell as Bradford manager between 2007-10, 
then a second between 2016-18.

George Sykes-Kenworthy
Signed: Academy Graduate

Young goalkeeper Sykes-Kenworthy has been a Bantam 
since joining the Under-8s, and in 2018 he signed a two-year 
professional deal with the club. The 20-year-old has played 
for Bradford at every level between, and made his first team 
debut in the Leasing.com Trophy in September 2019 against 
Manchester City U21s, while also playing against Rochdale 
in November and having a loan spell at Guiseley.

30

Luke McGee
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

A former trainee with Tottenham Hotspur, McGee joined 
Bradford on loan from Portsmouth in the January transfer 
window having not played a senior game in over a year. 
The 24-year-old made his professional debut on loan at 
Peterborough United in 2016-17, making 45 appearances 
before Pompey signed him in 2017. After playing 50 games 
in his first season, last year he played just five.

31

Richard O’Donnell
Signed: June 2018

The 31-year-old shot stopper is in his second season at 
Bradford after joining from Northampton Town. Starting his 
career at Sheffield Wednesday, he had a number of loan 
spells away before signing for Chesterfield in 2012, then 
Walsall in 2013. The stopper was voted Player of the Year in 
2014-15, and subsequently had spells with Wigan Athletic, 
Bristol City, Rotherham United and Northampton.

01

Kelvin Mellor
Signed: July 2018

Full-back Mellor signed from Blackpool in 2018 after 
Bradford missed out signing him in the January. The 
29-year-old has plenty of League Two experience having 
been promoted via the play-offs with Crewe Alexandra in 
2011-12 and Blackpool in 2016-17 when he was also chosen 
in the PFA Team of the Year (Lg2). The former Railwayman 
also won the EFL Trophy at Crewe in 2012-13.

02

Ben Richards-Everton
Signed: July 2019

The centre-back joined in the summer, signing a two-year 
contract from Accrington Stanley. A former trainee at 
Carlisle United, Richards-Everton dropped into non-league 
with the likes of Hinckley United and Tamworth, from where 
he was picked up by Partick Thistle. In 2015 he joined 
Dunfermline and won promotion from the Scottish League 
One in 2015-16, before helping Accrington get up in 2017-18.

05

Anthony O’Connor
Signed: June 2018

Irish centre-back O’Connor had a personal best goalscoring 
season in 2018-19 with six in 49 appearances after signing 
from Aberdeen, where he was a team mate of Adam 
Rooney for two years. His career started at Blackburn 
Rovers from where he had loan spells at Burton Albion and 
Torquay United before signing for Plymouth Argyle in 2014 
then Burton in 2015, moving North of the border in 2016.

06 Adam Henley
Signed: June 2019

Versatile full-back Henley can play on either the left or the 
right, and re-joined his former Blackburn Rovers coach Gary 
Bowyer in the summer. After a spell with the Manchester 
United academy, the 25-year-old joined Blackburn where 
he made nearly 100 appearances after making his Premier 
League debut in November 2011. Last season the Welshman 
had an MLS stint with Real Salt Lake.

22

Paudie O’Connor
Signed: June 2019

Centre-back O’Connor signed a three-year deal in the 
summer after spending the latter half of last season on 
loan from Leeds United. The 22-year-old came through 
the Elland Road academy and made his debut in the 
Championship in April 2018. He started the 2018-19 
season on loan at Blackpool before switching to Bradford 
in January, and signing permanently.

04

Connor Wood
Signed: June 2018

The 23-year-old joined Bradford in the summer of 2018 
citing the club’s attitude towards youth as a major factor. 
The forward-thinking left-back had been playing with 
Soham Town Rangers and Chesham United before being 
signed up by the Nike Academy, and he then signed for 
Leicester City where he featured regularly for the youth 
teams before moving to Valley Parade.

23 Joe Riley
Signed: May 2018

Able to play as a defender or a midfielder, Riley football 
education was harnessed at Manchester United in the 
academy where he was converted from a midfielder to 
left-back in order to play for the Under-21s. The 23-year-old 
played a game in the FA Cup and Europa League for United 
before a loan spell at Sheffield United in 2017. His last 
Bradford appearance came in October 2018.

28

Stuart
McCall
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Callum Cooke
Signed: August 2019 (LOAN)

Exciting midfielder Cooke joined on a season-long loan from 
Peterborough United in the summer after struggling to nail 
down a place with the League One side. The 23-year-old 
former Middlesbrough and England youngster caught the 
eye on loan at Crewe in 2016-17 with four goals in 18, then 
in 2017-18 with two goals in 30 League One appearances 
at Blackpool.

26

Jake Reeves
Signed: July 2017

Central midfielder Reeves was “like a new signing’ 
when he returned to fitness in November 2019 after 21 
months out, starting with groin surgery in early 2018. The 
former Tottenham Hotspur and Brentford man had high 
expectations after signing from AFC Wimbledon, where he 
won promotion from League Two via the play-offs in 2015-
16. He has also played for Swindon Town.

08

Jordan Gibson
Signed: August 2017

The young winger signed for Bradford after impressing in 
pre-season 2017-18. He spent his youth development with 
Rangers in his native Scotland and played for the Under-20s 
in a Scottish League Challenge Cup match in 2016. The 
22-year-old made his Bradford debut in the EFL Trophy in 
August 2017, followed by his League One bow in January 
then a loan spell at Stevenage in 2019.

17Zeli Ismail
Signed: June 2019

Former England youth Ismail signed a one-year deal in the 
summer after spending last season with Walsall, scoring 
four goals in 38 appearances. The Albanian started his 
career with Wolverhampton Wanderers and made his senior 
debut in a 6-0 League Cup defeat at Chelsea in September 
2012. Various loan spells followed before he moved to Bury 
in 2016, being released in 2018 after their relegation.

11

Harry Pritchard
Signed: August 2019

The winger/attacking midfielder signed from Blackpool 
late in the transfer window after Sean Scannell went the 
other way to Bloomfield Road. He scored six goals in 47 
appearances in his debut season as a Football League 
player, after the 26-year-old completed a move from 
Maidenhead United in 2018. In six years with the Magpies 
he helped them to promotion to the National League.

07

Dylan Connolly
Signed: September 2019 (LOAN)

The Irish midfielder joined Bradford on Deadline Day in the 
summer transfer window, signing on a season-long loan 
from League One AFC Wimbledon. Last season he made 
a handful of appearances for The Dons after joining from 
Bray Wanderers, prior to which he played for Dundalk and 
Shelbourne. The 24-year-old has been capped 15 times at 
Under-21 level.

19Jermaine Anderson
Signed: January 2019

23-year-old midfielder Anderson signed for Bradford from 
Peterborough where he progressed to make his debut 
as a professional having earlier played for Arsenal in his 
youth career. He made just shy of 100 appearances for The 
Posh after making his debut in a Championship game in 
November 2012, and had a loan spell at Doncaster in 
2018-19 before switching for Valley Parade.

18

Chris Taylor
Signed: November 2019

The 33-year-old signed up with Bradford in November 2019, 
after an initial attempt to register him fell through due to him 
playing for Barrow as a trialist in a Lancashire Cup match. 
A long-servant of Oldham Athletic, Taylor started his career 
with The Latics and established himself as a League One 
mainstay. He had further spells with Millwall, Blackburn 
Rovers, Bolton Wanderers and Blackpool.

29

Lee Novak
Signed: January 2020

Experienced Football League striker Novak switched 
Scunthorpe for Bradford on Deadline Day as The Bantams 
bolstered their attacking options. The former Huddersfield  
Town trainee has also has spells at Birmingham City, 
Chesterfield and Charlton Athletic before moving to 
Scunthorpe in 2017. He made an immediate impact at 
Valley Parade with two goals in his first two games.

09

Glenn Middleton
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

Youngster Middleton signed on loan from Rangers for the 
rest of the season having started the campaign on loan at 
Hibernian. The 20-year-old Glaswegian winger started his 
professional career at Norwich and was capped at Scotland 
youth level before moving to Ibrox in January 2018. Last 
season he scored five goals in 28 appearances across all 
competitions for Steven Gerrard’s side.

20

Dylan Mottley-Henry
Signed: January 2020

Originally a Bradford academy graduate, Mottley-Henry 
made his debut in April 2015 and played one more game 
before going on loan to Altrincham then being released in 
2016. The 22-year-old then joined Barnsley and had two 
loan spells with Tranmere, separated by one at Chesterfield 
and followed by one at Harrogate last season before he 
re-signed for The Bantams on an 18-month deal.

32

Clayton Donaldson
Signed: June 2019

Bradford-born Donaldson signed for his hometown club 
in the summer, having been released as a 16-year-old. 
The Jamaican’s career worked out alright as he became 
a prolific marksman for the likes of York City, Crewe 
Alexandra, Brentford and Birmingham City, winning 
promotion to the Championship with The Bees in 2013-14. 
He spent last season with Bolton Wanderers.

10

Kurtis Guthrie
Signed: January 2020

The 26-year-old moved to Valley Parade on Deadline Day 
in January, joining from fellow League Two side Stevenage. 
At 6’3, Guthrie is a powerful forward and has scored goals 
for the likes of Welling, Forest Green Rovers, Colchester 
United and Stevenage, where he had five goals in 22 
League Two appearances so far this season. He has also 
played for England C and Jersey at the 2011 Island Games.

25

Shay McCartan
Signed: June 2017

The striker returned to Bradford in the summer fresh from  
winning League Two with Lincoln City on loan last season, 
firing in seven goals in 38 games. The Northern Irishman 
started his career at Burnley and made one appearance for 
the first team in the Championship in April 2012, but made 
a name for himself in League Two with Accrington Stanley 
who he scored 25 goals for in 110 league games.

14

Hope Akpan
Signed: July 2018

An experienced Football League midfielder, 28-year-old 
Akpan signed for Bradford after a season at Burton Albion. 
He graduated through Everton’s academy and had a loan 
spell at Hull City before joining Crawley Town and being 
promoted to League One in 2011-12. He had further spells 
with Reading, Blackburn Rovers and Burton across the top 
three tiers, and he has four caps for Nigeria.

21

Daniel Devine
Signed: Academy Graduate

A product of the Bradford academy, midfielder Devine first 
broke into the first team as an 18-year-old in 2016 and he 
signed a new one-year deal in the summer. Although his last 
appearance came in November, the 22-year-old has made 
over 50 appearances in all competition since his debut in 
League One in August 2016, and he scored his first goal in a 
2-1 win against Crawley Town in October 2019.

24

Jamie Devitt
Signed: August 2019 (LOAN)

The attacking midfielder signed on loan for the season from 
Blackpool, who he joined before the start of the season 
after three seasons at Carlisle United. Prior to that the 
29-year-old spent a couple of seasons at Morecambe. This 
is his second spell at Valley Parade having made seven 
appearances on loan in 2011 from Hull City where he started 
his career.

27
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opposition view
We asked local Bradford City journalist Simon Parker about 

his time and memories covering Bradford...

Can you remember your first Bradford game?

The first game I covered for the Bradford Telegraph & Argus 
was Man City away at their old Maine Road ground in 
October 2000. The Bantams lost 2-0.

What’s your most memorable game covering Bradford, 
and why?

I’ve been fortunate enough to witness some special 
occasions as I approach 1,000 games covering the club. 
But for me, the best has to be the FA Cup win over Jose 
Mourinho’s Chelsea at Stamford Bridge in 2015.

That Chelsea team never gave up a two-goal lead at home 
but City, despite being two divisions below, gave them that 
head start before roaring back to win 4-2. It will always be 
one of the biggest upsets in the cup’s history.

Who is the best player you’ve seen play for Bradford?

It wasn’t the best of times for the club as they dropped out 
of the Premier League but Benito Carbone was the most 
gifted player I’ve seen at the club. He was such an exciting 
player to watch, although maybe not the best suited for a 
relegation scrap.

How has this season been for Bradford in relation to 
expectations, and where can they finish?

It has been a disappointing campaign after promotion hopes 
were built up following a solid start. But despite dropping off 
in mid-season – and without an away win since October – 
they are still in the mix for a top-seven finish going into the 
final 10 games.

What player do we need to keep an eye on?

Dylan Connolly is a typical winger who can be a bit up and 
down at times with his end product. But when he gets it 
right, as he did last week against Plymouth when he scored 
a superb first goal for the club, then he can be a huge 
attacking threat with his pace.

Match Prediction?

Well it’s been far too long since Bradford City won on the 
road. So hopefully, from a visiting point of view, the boost of 
last week’s victory over Plymouth will carry them to a first 
away win in 12 games.

I’m going for a 2-1 away win.
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Match
REport

Salford City Lionesses picked up where they left off at 
the end of January with another three points to put more 

pressure on Curzon Ashton Women as a hectic league 
schedule looms...

vs. West Kirby Ladies
NWWRFL Division One South
Marine Park
01/03/20, 14:00

saved, while Lawson also had a go herself from distance 
after chasing an Abby Bennett pass, but it bounced just 
wide of the left-hand post.

A second goal duly arrived just past the half hour mark, and 
again came from the right. Duckworth lifted a pass up and 
over the defence which dropped at the feet of a defender, 
but Tobin anticipated the loose touch and as it ran away 
from the defender she hit a low shot first time past Seager.

It could have been more before the break as Salford broke 
forward from a corner with Beth Tattersall and Abdullahi, 
and possession eventually came to Lawson high on the 
right. She waited for the ball to steady before shooting on 
the half volley into the side netting.

Jess Duke had hardly needed to do much in the first half 
except act as pivot, but early in the second she was picking 
the ball out of the back of the net as West Kirby pulled a 
goal back. A corner was lifted in from the left which dropped 
right under the bar, and the last touch appeared to come 
off Jones.

As we’ve seen before this season though, they are only ever 
momentary lapses and the two-goal cushion was restored 
five minutes later. A Molly Etchells throw-in on the right was 
picked up by Abdullahi who played a neat one-two with 
Tattersall, cut in behind Jones, took a steadying touch, then 
clipped a shot past the oncoming Seager.

With just over 15 minutes to go Bennett curled a free-kick in 
from the left which was cleared only as far as Thornton on 
the edge of the area. On the volley, she dipped a shot over 
the bar. Then in the last minute of the 90 Bennett found an 
opening herself, but hooked her shot over the bar.

Not all games need to be won by significant margins, and 
this was one that wasn’t going to be in any case, but the 
importance of another three points can’t be underestimated. 
Curzon and Altrincham have games in hand to catch up on, 
with our last two games scheduled to be against Alty at the 
moment. The way things are going, it could be a case of 
winner takes all...

As with football and other sporting fixtures up and 
down the country, throughout all levels, the February 
weather has caused absolute havoc with fixture lists and 
schedules, and as such the Lionesses played their first 
game since seeing off Wythenshawe Amateurs 12-0 at the 
end of January.

Nevertheless none of the hunger has disappeared, and this 
is another mark on the card which will hopefully take the 
Lionesses to a second promotion in two seasons.

West Kirby had proved to be stubborn opponents when 
they visited in the more glorious early days of September, 
although Salford ran out 6-1 winners on that day. When 
Sunday came round, the pitch seemed to be a third team at 
times but credit must go to West Kirby for managing to get 
the game on and it turned out to be a competitive game.

Despite the hefty lay-off there were no changes to the side 
that so effectively dismantled Wythenshawe but the game 
took some time to settle as both teams adjusted to the 
bobbling surface of the pitch.

It was the Lionesses who had the first glimpse at goal 
though as Feiruz Abdullahi chased down a lobbed pass by 
Ellen Thornton. West Kirby defender Jade Jones tried to 
prod it back towards the goalkeeper but didn’t get enough 
on it which allowed Abdullahi to advance to the left. With 
Jones recovering in front of goal, Abdullahi cut back in to 
shoot on her right foot, but Charlotte Locke’s covering run 
allowed her to make the block.

However the opening goal followed in the 12th minute from 
a well-worked move out of the back. Laura Tobin lifted a 
well-weighted pass down the right for Phoebe Duckworth 
who cut in and picked out Abduallhi at the top of the area. 
A steadying touch to control the pass, and good strength 
to hold off her marker, resulted in the forward getting her 
shot away which although Katie Seager got a hand to, she 
couldn’t prevent from dropping into the far post.

Chances were starting to open up and Abdullahi chased a 
ball over the top from Jess Lawson before having a low shot 
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South 10 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett (x2) Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Abdullahi (x4) Lawson Duckworth Rhodes

Sun 19 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup R1 2 - 1 Duke Shaw Baker Ainscough Rhodes Bennett Tobin Tattersall (c) Etchells Lawson Duckworth Carta

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South 12 - 0 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Bennett Tobin Duckworth Tattersall (x2) Abdullahi Lawson (x5) Ainscough Rhodes Carta

March 2020

Sun 1 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Lawson Bennett Tobin Duckworth Tattersall Abdullahi (x2) Ainscough

Sun 8 Penwortham Town Ladies A Argyle Cup R2

Sun 15 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 22 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 29 Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

April 2020

Sun 12 Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

February 2020

Tues 11 Sheffield Wednesday H 1 - 2 T.Shepherd

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan

EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1
James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 

Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A 2 - 4 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Rhodes

Sat 18 Port Vale H 6 - 0 Twist (x4), James-Taylor, Burton

Sat 25 Rochdale A 2 - 3 Ditchfield, Timmis, James-Taylor

February 2020

Sat 1 Carlisle United H 4 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Timmis

Tues 4 Shrewsbury Town H 3 - 0 Rhodes, James-Taylor (x2)

Sat 8 Walsall H 8 - 0
James-Taylor (x2), T.Shepherd (x2), Twist, 

Timmis, Hall, Rhodes

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

TBC Carlisle United A P - P

TBC Fleetwood Town H P - P
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Tables

NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 14 12 1 1 89 24 65 37

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 9 8 0 1 37 7 30 24

3 Chester FC Women 13 5 3 5 31 30 1 18

4 Warrington Wolverines 11 4 4 3 30 24 6 16

5 Altrincham FC Ladies 6 4 1 1 16 6 10 13

6 Northwich Vixens First Women 8 3 2 3 22 17 5 11

7 West Kirby Ladies 13 2 5 5 21 36 -15 11

8 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 8 3 1 4 21 23 -2 10

9 Liverpool Feds Reserves 15 2 2 11 24 82 -58 6

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 9 0 1 8 16 58 -42 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City 16 13 0 3 58 20 38 39

2 Preston North End 16 11 1 4 48 22 26 34

3 Fleetwood Town 13 11 1 1 31 6 25 34

4 Carlisle United 17 9 3 5 35 29 6 30

5 Blackpool 17 9 2 6 36 34 2 29

6 Accrington Stanley 18 9 0 9 30 38 -8 27

7 Oldham Athletic 18 7 4 7 31 36 -5 25

8 Walsall 15 7 2 6 35 26 9 23

9 Tranmere Rovers 17 5 2 10 39 40 -1 17

10 Shrewsbury Town 15 4 1 10 18 27 -9 13

11 Morecambe 16 3 4 9 17 43 -26 13

12 Rochdale 14 3 1 10 25 37 -12 10

13 Port Vale 14 1 1 12 14 59 -45 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.



Salford City vs Bradford City

58 59

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

On loan from
Luton Town

On loan from
Fleetwood Town

On loan from
Manchester United

Steve & Mandy 
Taylor (Leigh)

01
Chris Neal

09
Adam Rooney

20
Mani Dieseruvwe

02
Scott Wiseman

44
Craig Conway

49
James Wilson

05
Ash Eastham

45
Ashley Hunter

47
George Tanner

29
Michael O’Connor

28
Brandon 

Thomas-Asante

34
Alex Doyle

10
Danny Lloyd

03
Ibou Touray

04
Oscar Threlkeld

06
Carl Piergianni

17
Richie Towell

07
Luke Armstrong

18
Danny Whitehead

43
Darron Gibson

32
Jake Jervis

O
n

 l
o

a
n

 a
t

M
a

cc
le

sfi
e

ld
 T

o
w

n

O
n

 l
o

a
n

 a
t

O
ld

h
a

m
 A

th
le

ti
c

O
n

 l
o

a
n

 a
t

O
ld

h
a

m
 A

th
le

ti
c

Rod
Appleton

On loan from
Scunthorpe United

On loan from
Sunderland

11
Tom Elliott

26
Bruno Andrade

22
Dan Jones

12
Kyle Letheren

23
Nathan Pond

15
Cameron Burgess

16
Jack Baldwin

25
Joey Jones

O
n

 l
o

a
n

 a
t

S
to

ck
p

o
rt

 C
o

u
n

ty

Manager
Graham Alexander

Assistant Manager
Chris Lucketti

GK Coach
Carlo Nash

Kitman
Paul Rushton

Head of Performance
Dave Rhodes

Physiotherapist
Steve Jordan

Sport Scientist
Rob Williams

Club Doctor
Dr. Mubin Ibrahim

O
n

 l
o

a
n

 a
t

B
a

rr
o

w



60 61

Salford City vs Walsall

K
e

y

S
ta

rt

S
u

b
st

it
u

te

U
n

u
se

d
 S

u
b

st
it

u
te

G
o

a
l(

s)
 S

co
re

d
2

Ye
ll

o
w

 C
a

rd

R
e

d
 C

a
rd

72 2
1 Chris Neal

1 8
2 3
1 Scott Wiseman

8 13
2 5 4
1 Ibou Touray 1 1 1 1 1

1 2
6 1 2
6 Oscar Threlkeld 1

3 3 Ash Eastham

7 10
5 1 16 Liam Hogan 1

15 11
1

17 Carl Piergianni

4 2
6 4 2
6 Luke Armstrong 1 2 1

9 9
4 1 2
5 Lois Maynard 1

3
3 8
1 9 3
7 Adam Rooney 1 1 1 1 2 1 2

6 4
9 3 14 Danny Lloyd 1 2

11 6
8 5 Tom Walker

2 9 2 9 Tom Elliott 1 1

2
1

2
1 Kyle Letheren

10 10 Sam Hughes

4 3
4 4 3
4 Cameron Burgess 1 1 1 1

1 16 1 16 Jack Baldwin 1

5 3
0 5 3
0 Richie Towell 1 1 1 1 1

5 6
1 1 17 Danny Whitehead 1

5 5
1 1 6 Mark Shelton 1

14 8
4 3 2
7 Mani Dieseruvwe 2 1

4 2
8 3 Devante Rodney

6 6 Dan Jones

2 71 2
6 Nathan Pond

5 5 Martin Smith

2
6

2
6 Joey Jones

7 7 Bruno Andrade

6 2
5 6 2
5 Brandon Thomas-Asante 1 2 1 1 1

1 8 1 8 Michael O’Connor 1

4 3
5 2 8 Jake Beesley 1 1

11 5
2 3 Rory Gaffney

Ewan McFarlane

5 2
5 5 2
5 Jake Jervis 1 1 2 1

William Evans

7 2 Alex Doyle

3 3 Mark Howard

3 3 Darron Gibson

2
3

2
3 Craig Conway

3 10 3 10 Ashley Hunter 1 1 1

Luke Burgess

George Tanner

2 5 2 5 James Wilson 2

C
lu

b
 G

o
a

ls

C
lu

b
 A

p
p

s

2
0

19
-2

0
 G

o
a

ls

2
0

19
-2

0
 A

p
p

s

A
tt

.

3
,4

16

2
,4

0
0

4
,5

18

3
,7

70

11
,4

0
5

4
,8

0
6

3
,1

5
2

9
16

2
,7

78

2
,3

8
9

2
,7

8
2

4
,7

14

2
,5

6
1

4
,7

5
1

3
,0

2
6

4
,8

8
6

4
,17

0

3
,4

4
8

3
,9

4
6

2
,7

2
4

1,1
9

6

3
,5

0
9

1,
4

79

2
,4

8
4

5
0

5

3
,7

13

2
,9

2
2

14
,6

12

3
,0

3
1

5
,2

79

4
,5

5
5

3
,1

73

6
3

0

2
,9

19

2
,7

0
7

1,
4

0
1

3
,6

4
6

3
,4

4
4

5
,2

18

2
,3

8
5

2
,2

9
7

3
,2

4
6

4
,0

70

2
,5

8
9

2
,3

17

P
ts

.

3 3 4 5 6 7 8 8 11 11 11 14 17 17 2
0 2
1

2
4

2
4

2
5

2
5

2
5

2
6

2
9

3
2

3
2

3
2

3
2

3
5

3
6

3
9

4
0 4
1

4
1

4
4

4
4 4
7

P
o

s. 3 11 14 15 15 16 15 19 16 17 18 17 14 18 15 12 11 12 12 13 14 14 11 11 11 12 14 13 12 12 11 11 11 11 13 10

R
e

s.

(H
 -

 A
)

2
 -

 0

2
 -

 0

0
 -

 3

1 
- 

1

2
 -

 2

2
 -

 2

1 
- 

1

2
 -

 0

2
 -

 2
 

0
 -

 2

1 
- 

0

4
 -

  1

0
 -

 4

0
 -

 3

1 
- 

0

2
 -

 0

1 
- 

2

1 
- 

1

1 
- 

2

1 
- 

1

0
 -

 2

2
 -

 3

4
 -

 1

0
 -

 0

3
 -

 0

1 
- 

0

0
 -

 1

1 
- 

1

3
 -

 1

1 
- 

4

1 
- 

0

1 
- 

2

3
 -

 0

1 
- 

2

1 
- 

2

2
 -

  1

1 
- 

1

0
 -

 4

1 
- 

1

0
 -

 0

2
 -

 3
 

0
 -

 1

0
 -

 0
(5

-6
 p

e
n)

1 
- 

2

0
 -

 2

12
:3

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

19
:4

5

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

15
:0

0

H A H H A A H H A H H A H A H A A H A H A H A H H A H A H A A H H H A H H A A H H A A H A H A H A A H N H A H A

A
u

g
u

st
 2

0
19 S

te
ve

n
a

g
e

C
ra

w
le

y
 T

o
w

n

Le
e

d
s 

U
n

it
e

d

P
o

rt
 V

a
le

P
ly

m
o

u
th

 A
rg

y
le

C
a

rl
is

le
 U

n
ite

d

Le
y

to
n

 O
ri

e
n

t

S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 

2
0

19

A
st

o
n

 V
ill

a
 U

2
1

M
o

re
ca

m
b

e

C
h

e
lt

e
n

h
a

m
 T

o
w

n

G
ri

m
sb

y
 T

o
w

n

C
re

w
e

 A
le

xa
n

d
ra

F
o

re
st

 G
re

e
n

 R
o

ve
rs

O
ct

o
b

e
r 

2
0

19

W
a

ls
a

ll

C
a

m
b

ri
d

g
e

 U
n

it
e

d

N
o

rt
h

a
m

p
to

n
 T

o
w

n

M
a

n
sfi

e
ld

 T
o

w
n

S
cu

n
th

o
rp

e
 U

n
it

e
d

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 
2

0
19

N
e

w
p

o
rt

 C
o

u
n

ty

B
u

rt
o

n
 A

lb
io

n

Tr
a

n
m

e
re

 R
o

ve
rs

S
w

in
d

o
n

 T
o

w
n

B
u

rt
o

n
 A

lb
io

n

M
a

cc
le

sfi
e

ld
 T

o
w

n

D
e

ce
m

b
e

r 
2

0
19 W

o
lv

e
s 

U
2

1

C
o

lc
h

e
st

e
r 

U
n

ite
d

E
xe

te
r 

C
it

y

B
ra

d
fo

rd
 C

ity

C
re

w
e

 A
le

xa
n

d
ra

O
ld

h
a

m
 A

th
le

tic

Ja
n

u
a

ry
 2

0
2

0 G
ri

m
sb

y
 T

o
w

n

W
a

ls
a

ll

P
o

rt
 V

a
le

N
o

rt
h

a
m

p
to

n
 T

o
w

n

F
o

re
st

 G
re

e
n

 R
o

ve
rs

A
cc

ri
n

g
to

n
 S

ta
n

le
y

O
ld

h
a

m
 A

th
le

ti
c

C
a

m
b

ri
d

g
e

 U
n

ite
d

F
e

b
ru

a
ry

 2
0

2
0 P

o
rt

 V
a

le

C
ra

w
le

y
 T

o
w

n

P
ly

m
o

u
th

 A
rg

y
le

S
te

ve
n

a
g

e

N
e

w
p

o
rt

 C
o

u
n

ty

C
o

lc
h

e
st

e
r 

U
n

it
e

d

M
a

cc
le

sfi
e

ld
 T

o
w

n

M
a

rc
h

 2
0

2
0 B

ra
d

fo
rd

 C
it

y

E
xe

te
r 

C
ity

M
a

n
sfi

e
ld

 T
o

w
n

S
cu

n
th

o
rp

e
 U

n
ite

d

S
w

in
d

o
n

 T
o

w
n

N
e

w
p

o
rt

 C
o

u
n

ty

A
p

ri
l 

2
0

2
0

P
o

rt
sm

o
u

th

C
a

rl
is

le
 U

n
it

e
d

Le
y

to
n

 O
ri

e
n

t

M
o

re
ca

m
b

e

C
h

e
lt

e
n

h
a

m
 T

o
w

n

S
a

t 
3

S
a

t 
10

Tu
e

s 
13

S
a

t 
17

Tu
e

s 
2

0

S
a

t 
2

4

S
a

t 
3

1

Tu
e

s 
3

S
a

t 
7

S
a

t 
14

Tu
e

s 
17

S
a

t 
2

1

S
a

t 
2

8

S
a

t 
5

S
a

t 
12

S
a

t 
19

Tu
e

s 
2

2

S
a

t 
2

6

S
a

t 
2

S
a

t 
9

Tu
e

s 
12

S
a

t 
16

Tu
e

s 
19

S
a

t 
2

3

Tu
e

s 
3

S
a

t 
7

S
a

t 
14

S
a

t 
2

1

T
h

u
 2

6

S
u

n
 2

9

W
e

d
s 

1

S
a

t 
4

Tu
e

s 
7

S
a

t 
11

S
a

t 
18

Tu
e

s 
2

1

S
a

t 
2

5

Tu
e

s 
2

8

S
a

t 
1

S
a

t 
8

Tu
e

s 
11

S
a

t 
15

W
e

d
s 

19

S
a

t 
2

2

S
a

t 
2

9

S
a

t 
7

S
a

t 
14

Tu
e

s 
17

S
a

t 
2

1

Tu
e

s 
2

4

S
a

t 
2

8

S
u

n
 5

F
ri

 1
0

M
o

n
 1

3

S
a

t 
18

S
a

t 
2

5



63

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

League Two
round-up

All eyes were on Tuesday night as the top four were all 
in action, and it was Swindon who kept their place at the 
summit of the table with a 2-0 win against Scunthorpe 
United thanks to a brace by Eoin Doyle

The Robins’ game at Mansfield Town was one of three that 
were postponed last weekend, but they remained top of the 
league due to results elsewhere, and extended that lead to 
three points on Tuesday night still with a game in hand.

It is just below them where things are tightening up with 
three points separating Crewe Alexandra in second and 
Cheltenham Town in fifth, who also have a game in hand. 
Exeter City missed the chance to leapfrog Crewe on 
Tuesday when former Salford favourite Michael Nottingham 
scored an equaliser as that game finished 1-1, and The 
Grecians were knocked out of the automatic promotion 
spots as their near rivals Plymouth Argyle responded with a 
vengeance to losing at Bradford City on Saturday by putting 
three goals past Grimsby Town without reply.

Those two go head-to-head later in March, and it is a game 
that without doubt carries extra significance now, but before 
that Exeter will have to correct their form which is currently 
three games without a win. Meanwhile for Crewe it was the 
last time this season that they come up against any of the 
top five; their sternest tests will be against play-off hopefuls 
Northampton Town, Port Vale and Colchester United...

Cheltenham continue to potter along quite happily at the 
moment and made it five wins in a row after a 2-0 victory at 
Colchester on Saturday. They have a couple of weeks yet 
until they play their game in hand against Newport County 
but in their current form it’s impossible to rule them out as 
possible Champions, particularly with Swindon still to play.

As far as the top three is going those five are the likely 
teams to end the season there, which leaves the final 
two play-off places still up for grabs. At the moment it’s 
Northampton and Vale who are sixth and seventh, but 
Colchester and Bradford are still within a couple of points 
then there is always the team who makes a late ascent up 
the table with a decent run of results.

Vale’s consistency has seen them do exactly that and they 

are unbeaten in seven games with just two defeats in 12 
league games in 2020, although they twice surrendered a 
lead on Saturday at home to Scunthorpe United, who left 
with a 2-2 draw. Meanwhile Northampton’s earlier season 
consistency is keeping them in the mix having lost four 
of their last six, but they were ruthless in winning 3-0 at 
Grimsby last weekend, thanks in the main to Callum Morton 
who finished February with five goals in seven appearances 
after joining on loan from West Brom. John McGreal’s Us 
are now on a similar run, losing a fourth game in six against 
Cheltenham last weekend in the wake of their win at ours.

The decision by Bradford to bring Stuart McCall back looks 
like it could be paying it’s dividends as The Bantams have 
taken seven points from 15 in February under their former 
captain, including three against nine-man Plymouth seven 
days ago. They are in control really of the cut off in the race 
for the play-offs with seven points separating themselves 
and us. Looking ahead to the last 10, they have plenty of 
opportunities to climb back into the top seven as they take 
on Vale, Exeter, Colchester, Crewe and Northampton in a 
challenging run-in.

We jumped three places to 10th last weekend and went top 
of the ‘Away’ table with victory at Macclesfield, while results 
favoured us elsewhere; Cambridge Untied lost against 
Carlisle United, Crawley Town were held at Exeter and 
Forest Green Rovers versus Leyton Orient was postponed 
along with Stevenage against Walsall.

The stand out result of last weekend though was Oldham 
Athletic’s 5-0 trouncing of Newport County. It was a difficult 
week for The Latics with a ‘real’ threat of administration 
surfacing on the Friday, which if it happens means they will 
be deducted 12 points. But credit to the players as Danny 
Rowe’s brace was added to by goals from Zak Dearnley, 
Tom Hamer and Jonny Smith to record The Latics’ biggest 
win for a number of years. A points deduction would still 
leave them seven points clear of Stevenage, but that is far 
from the point here and hopefully a solution can be found.

This stage of the season should be one of excitement as 
clubs battle for promotion, and the quality increase this 
season has been magnificent. It’s not about to stop...

With 10 games remaining - for most - Swindon are edging 
ever closer to a third League Two title but the races for 
automatic promotion and the play-offs remain close.
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OUR CLUBS
EFL Clubs are in the heart of communities up and down the country. 

Using the power of the badge, clubs help tackle some of society’s 
biggest issues, from helping people in poverty to combating loneliness.

#EFLDayofAction

On Tuesday 10 March all EFL Clubs will join together for the EFL’s Day of Action  
to showcase the impact of the crucial work they undertake in communities up  

and down the country EFL managers and players will be attending events across  
the country to meet people whose lives have been positively changed through  

the work of the club in the community.

OUR COMMUNITY

AD-210x148-EFL-Day of Action.indd   1AD-210x148-EFL-Day of Action.indd   1 04/03/2020   13:3404/03/2020   13:34

CHELTENHAM TOWN vs PORT VALE

Two teams who perhaps haven’t received too much in the 
way of attention from pundits, media, even supporters this 
season, but Cheltenham and Vale are right up there in terms 
of current form and being contenders for promotion. Michael 
Duff’s side have won five in a row, and six in their last seven, 
while the Valiants are unbeaten in seven (W4 D3). However 
both have drawn a significant number of games which may 
explain why they aren’t up in the automatics.

CREWE ALEXANDRA vs STEVENAGE

Anyone sticking an acca on this weekend will probably feel 
this is a safe bet, if such a thing exists, as Stevenage have 
lost seven in a row and Crewe are challenging for the title. 
The Railwaymen have, however, drawn against Morecambe 
and Macclesfield in recent games and had a gruelling trip to 
Exeter on Tuesday night which ended in a 1-1 draw.

SWINDON TOWN vs FOREST GREEN ROVERS

Following on from such a good start to the season, FGR 
haven’t been able to maintain their form and are winless in 
eight. Maybe this local derby at Swindon could swing it...

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 35 21 6 8 62 37 25 69

2 Crewe Alexandra 36 19 9 8 64 42 22 66

3 Plymouth Argyle 36 19 8 9 58 39 19 65

4 Exeter City 36 18 11 7 52 40 12 65

5 Cheltenham Town 35 17 12 6 52 27 25 63

6 Northampton Town 36 17 7 12 53 38 15 58

7 Port Vale 36 14 14 8 59 44 6 56

8 Colchester United 36 14 13 9 49 37 12 55

9 Bradford City 36 14 12 10 44 38 6 54

10 Salford City 36 12 11 13 47 46 1 47

11 Forest Green Rovers 35 12 10 13 41 40 1 46

12 Crawley Town 36 10 15 11 48 47 1 45

13 Cambridge United 36 12 9 15 39 46 -7 45

14 Grimsby Town 36 11 11 14 43 51 -8 44

15 Walsall 35 12 8 15 37 48 -11 44

16 Newport County 34 11 10 13 31 37 -6 43

17 Oldham Athletic 36 9 14 13 44 54 -10 41

18 Scunthorpe United 36 10 10 16 44 54 -10 40

19 Leyton Orient 35 9 12 14 45 54 -9 39

20 Carlisle United 35 9 12 14 37 53 -16 39

21 Mansfield Town 35 8 11 16 46 54 -8 35

22 Morecambe 36 7 11 18 35 59 -24 32

23 Macclesfield Town 36 7 15 14 32 44 -12 30

24 Stevenage 35 3 13 19 23 47 -24 22

Carlisle United vs Colchester United
Brunton Park, 15:00
Cheltenham Town vs Port Vale
The Jonny-Rocks Stadium, 15:00
Crawley Town vs Oldham Athletic
The People’s Pension Stadium, 15:00
Crewe Alexandra vs Stevenage
The Alexandra Stadium, 15:00
Leyton Orient vs Cambridge United
The Breyer Group Stadium, 15:00
Newport County vs Morecambe
Rodney Parade, 15:00
Northampton Town vs Mansfield Town
The PTS Academy Stadium, 15:00
Plymouth Argyle vs Macclesfield Town
Home Park, 15:00
Salford City vs Bradford City
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Grimsby Town
Sands Venue Stadium, 13:00
Swindon Town vs Forest Green Rovers
County Ground, 15:00
Walsall vs Exeter City
The Banks’s Stadium, 15:00
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

MANSFIELD TOWN
The Peninsula Stadium
Tuesday 17th March, 19:45

Our final mid-week home game is against The Stags who we 
beat 2-1 in the reverse fixture!

Tickets are now on sale for this game, and can be bought 
from the ticket office during opening hours, or online.
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

SCUNTHORPE UNITED
The Sands Venue Stadium
Saturday 21st March, 15:00

Graham Alexander returns to his old club hoping to go one 
result better than the 1-1 draw here in October.

Match and coach tickets are on sale now from the Salford 
ticket office during opening hours. Coach travel is available 
for £10 return with the coach(es) leaving at 11:00.

NExt UP
EXETER CITY
St. James Park / Saturday 14th March, 15:00

Match Tickets are now on sale from the Salford ticket office for this game: Adults £23, Seniors/Students £20, Under-18s £11 and 
the wheelchair area costs £19 including a free assistant. Prices increase by £1 on match day.

By Road - Exeter’s ground isn’t far off the M5 if you head South on the M6 then join the M5 and leave at J29. Be warned that 
there is no on site parking for supporters, you must use public car parks in Exeter. Journey time from Salford: 4-5 hours.
By Rail - Trains run to Exeter’s St. James Park stadium from Manchester Piccadilly, via Exeter St. David’s, with a change also 
required at Birmingham New Street. St. James Park station is a few minutes’ walk to the ground.
By Coach - Supporters Coach travel is available for £15, with coach(es) departing the Henry Boddington at 06:30. 
Seats can be reserved and purchased during ticket office opening hours.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.



bradford city

Referee
Martin Coy
Assistants

Conor Brown & Paul Newhouse
Fourth Official

David Hunt

#WeAreSalford

Manager
Stuart McCall

01. Richard O’Donnell
02. Kelvin Mellor
04. Paudie O’Connor
05. Ben Richards-Everton
06. Anthony O’Connor
07. Harry Pritchard
08. Jake Reeves
09. Lee Novak
10. Clayton Donaldson
11. Zeli Ismail
14. Shay McCartan
17. Jordan Gibson
18. Jermaine Anderson
19. Dylan Connolly
20. Glenn Middleton
21. Hope Akpan
22. Adam Henley
23. Connor Wood
24. Daniel Devine
25. Kurtis Guthrie
26. Callum Cooke
27. Jamie Devitt
28. Joe Riley
29. Chris Taylor
30. George Sykes-Kenworthy
31. Luke McGee
32. Dylan Mottley-Henry

Salford City
Manager
Graham Alexander

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Ash Eastham
07. Luke Armstrong
09. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
12. Kyle Letheren
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
32. Jake Jervis
34. Alex Doyle
43. Darron Gibson
44. Craig Conway
45. Ash Hunter
47. George Tanner
49. James Wilson


