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We’re now entering the final quarter of the league 
programme and we believe there is still a real opportunity 
for us to make an impact on the group above us.

There is a hunger from the players to get those wins on a 
consistent basis and prove that we can compete at the top 
end of this division.

For all our commitment and intent to win though, we know 
we haven’t taken full advantage of all our positive spells in 
games. But, we have an honesty about ourselves where we 
confront any issues we’ve had and try to find the solution.

It’s important that we all show the humility needed to know 
we can improve, and fully commit to the work involved. 

Good afternoon and welcome back to The Peninsula 
Stadium for our League Two game against Colchester 

United, and I would like to extend that to John McGreal, 
his staff, players and the travelling fans and officials.

It’s also vital that, as well as knowing what we need to do 
better, we also appreciate the things we do well. There is 
plenty of quality in our squad and I’m looking forward to 
seeing our players show what they can do.

You the supporters have a big part to play in the run in as 
well and I know you’ll get behind our team as always.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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If every weekend in the EFL is as dramatic and 
entertaining as the last one, we’re going to be in for a 
barnstorming end to the season, writes John Lyons.

If Storm Dennis hadn’t blown a couple of games off course, 
we would more than likely have passed the 100-goal barrier.
Instead, 98 goals were scored across 33 games at an 
average of a fraction under three per game. That’s not bad!

Perhaps we should have guessed it was going to be a crazy 
weekend when Hull and Swansea shared a whopping eight 
goals on Friday night, with sub Tom Eaves rescuing a point 
for Hull deep in stoppage time.

There were more thrills and spills in the Championship the 
following day. When QPR went 2-0 down at home against 
Stoke after half-an-hour, their fans may well have been 
thinking ‘here we go again’.

But the unpredictable R’s got back on terms before the 
break and went on to notch up an impressive 4-2 victory.
If it was shocks you wanted, then Craven Cottage was the 
place to be. Bottom of the table Barnsley were expected 
to be easy meat for promotion-chasing Fulham, but no-one 
told Gerhard Struber’s men.

Ex-Whites striker Cauley Woodrow weighed in with a double 
as the Tykes romped to a highly impressive 3-0 victory to 
boost their flagging survival hopes.

Reading put out-of-sorts Sheffield Wednesday to the sword 
by the same score, while leaders West Brom and fellow 
high-flyers Nottingham Forest played out a thrilling 2-2 
draw.

Right-back Matty Cash produced a screamer of an equaliser 
in injury time to earn Forest a point and they were relieved 
when the Baggies had a goal controversially ruled out at 

the death.

In League One, Accrington’s Wham Stadium was the place 
to be if you wanted goals. The hosts ran out 4-3 winners 
against Lincoln after coming from behind three times – and 
Sam Finley bagged the winner deep in stoppage time.

Ipswich haven’t found life in the third tier much to their liking 
recently, but a thumping 4-1 home win against Burton should 
give Paul Lambert’s boys a confidence boost.

There was a dramatic finish at Rotherham, where the league 
leaders were denied all three points as sub Kwesi Appiah 
netted an injury time penalty for AFC Wimbledon in a 2-2 
draw.

In League Two, Walsall produced a stunning second half 
fightback to recover from 2-0 down at half-time to beat 
Northampton 3-2, while Exeter triumphed by the same score 
in a thriller at Macclesfield.

Port Vale continued their charge up the table with a superb 
3-0 victory against Colchester, while rejuvenated Cambridge 
United staged another one of their dramatic late shows to 
beat shell-shocked Bradford 2-1.

There was plenty to play for in the big top of the table clash 
between Plymouth and Crewe in Devon, and it was the 
hosts who ran out 2-1 victors.

On a weekend of goals galore, shocks and late winners, 
just spare a thought for the 2,000-plus fans of Crawley and 
Carlisle, who witnessed the only goalless draw of the EFL 
programme… 

The Football League Paper is available every Sunday 
from all good newsagents, or you can subscribe online 
for the latest from the three EFL leagues!
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The last couple of weeks has seen the local area come 
under the effects of Storm Ciara and Storm Dennis. Ciara 
had an influence on playing conditions for our home 
fixtures against Crawley Town and Plymouth Argyle 
while, further afield, Dennis affected conditions at the 
away game in Stevenage. However, lodged in between 
them was another tumultuous few days affecting the club 
in a much more localised manner still – we’ll call it Storm 
Liam. It didn’t make the national headlines but caused a 
substantial amount of turmoil amongst Salford supporters 
on social media outlets.

Players come and players go from all football clubs at all 
levels and over the years I’ve witnessed many leaving Moor 
Lane. Although there had been rumours circulating for a 
couple of weeks, for me, the reaction to the news that Liam 
Hogan had left us to join Stockport County on a permanent 
basis was, above all else, a great reflection on Liam himself. 
The disappointment reflected the high regard in which he 
was – and will continue to be – held by the Salford City 
faithful. The fact that he was a local Salford lad – and club 
captain to boot - obviously added to the disappointment.

Having started out lower down the non-league pyramid with 
Woodley Sports Liam probably had a better understanding 
than a lot of footballers what playing for their ‘town’ team 
meant. He not only gave 100% on the football pitch but 
off it as well. When interviewed by the club’s or an outside 
media he always came across really well, articulating on a 
particular performance or a wider topic in a sensible, well 
thought out and put together manner. He will definitely be 
missed at The Peninsula Stadium.

I don’t pretend to know any better than any other supporter 
the reasons behind Liam’s departure, whose decision it was 

and why. But I do know that it’s not the first and certainly 
won’t be the last time the departure of a player causes 
a maelstrom among supporters. But players and football 
clubs alike have to move on and already - if you read the 
match report from Stockport’s win against Bromley last 
Saturday and have followed feedback on County’s fans’ 
forum – Liam has already got his foot on the bottom rung of 
the ladder which will take him to footballing hero status at 
Edgeley Park. Not only did he produce a couple of last-ditch 
defensive tackles (as is his wont) in the match but he also 
came up with the only goal of the game.

Meanwhile Salford travelled down to Stevenage and after 
a tough encounter heavily influenced by difficult weather 
conditions came away with three valuable points as we 
continue to battle for a League Two play-off position.

Whether you are connected – be it in a playing, 
managerial, organisational or supporting capacity - with 
a club plying its trade in the Manchester, the North West 
Counties, The Northern Premier, the National or the English 
Football Leagues we all have our own opinions. The 
standard doesn’t matter. And that’s one of the beauties 
about following or being involved with a particular club. 
Those opinions could be about individual players, the 
management, team selections or how the club runs some 
aspect or other.

None of us is right all of the time, perhaps because we don’t 
always have all the information or maybe because we are 
not willing to accept the information which is available to us. 

But we have to move on. We have to continue supporting 
our club because it is naivety to think another Storm Liam 
won’t be waiting for us at some point down the line. 

Frankly
Speaking
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
5. Ash Eastham (c)
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante (32)

29. Michael O’Connor
44. Craig Conway
45. Ashley Hunter
49. James Wilson

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
9. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
17. Richie Towell
23. Nathan Pond
26. Bruno Andrade

Stevenage

1. Paul Farman
2. Luther James-Wildin
4. Paul Digby (c)
6. Tom Soares
7. Charlie Carter
20. Jake Cassidy
26. Diaguely Dabo
32. Charlie Lakin
34. Elliott List
39. Joe Leesley
42. Dan Kemp

Substitutes

13. Sacha Bastien
3. Patrick Reading
16. Arthur Iontton
18. Dean Parrett
27. Adam El-Abd
35. Craig Mackail-Smith
44. David Parkhouse

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

11
8

Salford Stevenage

12

2

Salford Stevenage

2

Salford Stevenage

14
9

Salford Stevenage

Match
REport

The Ammies’ strong form on the road continued at a stormy 
Lamex Stadium last weekend as Brandon Thomas-Asante’s 

first half header secured a 1-0 win against struggling 
Stevenage, keeping Salford in 11th.

vs. Stevenage
Sky Bet League Two
The Lamex Stadium
15/02/20, 15:00

A great cross and fitting finish, and despite all that 
possession Stevenage found themselves a goal down. 

A frustrating half for Graham Westley’s strugglers, but the 
Ammies would have been happy with that narrow lead 
as they headed in for the modern equivalent of tea and 
oranges.

Early into the second half Carter played Kemp into the right-
hand side of the box. The West Ham loanee got in a rising, 
angled seven-yarder, with Letheren doing well to tip the ball 
over at the expense of a corner. A good save, and it had 
been needed in order to thwart Stevenage’s best opening 
of the afternoon so far.

Boro went even closer after Joe Leesley swung in a good 
delivery from the left. Kemp’s seven-yarder was blocked 
by Cameron Burgess right in front of goal and the loose 
ball fell nicely for Charlie Lakin. This was a big chance but 
the Stevenage man couldn’t take it, slamming just wide of 
Letheren’s right-hand post.

At the other end a Touray free-kick from the right dropped 
for Burgess beyond the far post, but he was off-balance 
getting in a header that dropped harmlessly over. Nine 
minutes from time Touray delivered again and this time it 
was substitute Tom Elliott who couldn’t get his header on 
target.

Stevenage pushed forward as the final whistle approached 
and Eastham did well to hook away a cross that looked 
destined for Craig Mackail-Smith. Otherwise the Ammies 
were solid and there would be no late way through the 
well-drilled blue ranks. The home support were encouraged 
when five minutes of time added on was announced, but the 
only sniff of a chance came right at the end of that period. 
Leesley lofted in a cross from the left that was headed out 
as far as Diaguely Dabo, and he steadied himself before 
lifting an 18-yarder over the bar. 

A nice finish from Thomass-Asante was enough in the end, 
backed up by an impressive performance from the defence, 
marshalled effectively by skipper Ash Eastham.

All the initial attacking possession was with Stevenage, 
but the Ammies almost snatched a goal in the seventh 
minute from their first attack of any real note. James 
Wilson was played into space, driving forward on a 
powerful right-of-centre run that took him to the edge of 
the area. He was held up by a defensive challenge but 
as the ball dropped let fly with a low left-footer that went 
straight to home keeper Paul Farman.

Within a minute of Wilson’s chance, the home side tested 
Kyle Letheren for the first time. Luther James-Wildin lined 
up a shot from almost 25 yards out, and it took a deflection 
before being saved by the Salford keeper. There was more 
probing attacking play from Boro, but the visiting defence 
had a reassuringly solid look about it, and the next clear 
opportunity went the way of Salford. 

Brandon Thomas-Asante’s break on the right took him into 
the penalty area and his angled effort had to be blocked by 
Paul Digby, with the ball going behind for a corner.

At the other end a clearance dropped temptingly for Boro’s 
Jake Cassidy who could only skew a shot well wide of the 
target. Again the Ammies countered with Thomas-Asante 
prodding a pass to Wilson whose attempt to curl a 20-yard 
left-footer dropped just outside Farman’s right-hand upright.

Stevenage, backed by their enthusiastic, drum-banging 
support were playing well, knocking the ball around and 
waiting for chances to materialise. On 26 minutes Dan Kemp 
pass found Charlie Carter on the edge of the are, but the 
low shot that followed was too close to Letheren. Soon after 
that Kemp tried his luck from a free-kick that lifted nicely but 
just failed to dip enough to trouble Salford’s keeper. 

Chances for Boro, but not great ones and they were shown 
how to finish clinically 13 minutes before half-time. The 
move started with Jack Baldwin’s pass to Ash Hunter who 
in turn moved possession to the left for Ibou Touray. The 
full-back delivered a great cross to the near post where 
Thomas-Asante lost his marker before getting up to glance 
a six-yard header wide of Farman’s reach and inside the 
far post. 
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and Mike, it was a great shift from the boys and that’s what 
you need in every single game so I’m absolutely delighted 
from the team’s perspective, and I’m buzzing for young 
Brandon to get the goal that he did.

“100% you’ve got to react in the right way as a team and 
that’s what I saw, training with the boys Thursday and Friday 
there was no negativity, no down, no disappointment about 
the Plymouth result. 

“We still believe there’s a lot to fight for this season and with 
12 or 13 games left this season there’s a lot of points left to 
play for so this season’s 100% not done and dusted for us.”

127 supporters made the 400-mile round trip to 
Hertfordshire, and made themselves heard despite the 
whistling gales and beat of the Stevenage drum. Eastham 
was thankful for their commitment, and says they’ll play an 
important role too in the remainder of the season.

“Especially days like today, there’s a lot of people who 
wouldn’t travel four or five hours in 50mph winds, they’d 
happily stay at home and watch it on link or watch Jeff on 
Soccer Saturday.

“We really appreciate every single one of them, and 
hopefully they can continue to get behind us now.”

January signing Ash Eastham made his Salford debut at 
The Lamex Stadium, having arrived on Deadline Day from 
Fleetwood Town.

The 28-year-old signed a two-and-a-half year deal, but had 
to overcome a niggle before making his first appearance 
for the club.

However now fully fit, the former promotion winner with 
Rochdale was glad to come through his first game and he 
did so with an imperious captain’s performance that helped 
keep a third clean sheet in five league games.

“It was great to make my debut after signing a couple 
of weeks back, and fantastic to finally get out there with 
the lads in a real hard-fought away performance today, I 
thought to a man we were absolutely superb. 

“We’ve seen about Storm Dennis in the news and all this 
recently, but a real manly, gritty away performance and 
we’re absolutely delighted to come away with a clean 
sheet and three points.

“It was a tough one because we had the wind against 
us first half, then it seemed to die down a bit for us in the 
second half, so a bizarre one to judge but I thought all 
across the back four and the two lads in midfield, Jack 

Match
Reaction
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The weather wasn’t too bad leaving Salford heading for 
the A1(M) en route to Hertfordshire. Unfortunately, the M1 
was mistaken for the above-mentioned road and Jane was 
going berserk trying to get us to change our route and 
we finally succumbed approaching Worksop which saw 
us journey through Sherwood Forest – which was a first! 
Safely on the A1 it was obvious the expected bad weather 
was coming in but Stevenage was reached in good time.

Stevenage, in their current guise, were formed in 1976 and 
have been a League club for 10 seasons. Two of these 
seasons were spent in League One. The general feeling 
was that their plight this season (which sees them adrift at 
the bottom of League Two) wasn’t foreseen. The season had 
been approached in a confident mood but the feeling now is 
that recruitment hasn’t been to the standard they thought.

The original of the new towns from the 1950s, Stevenage 
have to battle with both Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur for 
local support as the two ‘giants’ are both close by. 

Their ground, the Lamex Stadium, decked out in red and 
white was impressive. Very neat and tidy. In fact, Saturday 
saw the official VIP opening of the new North Stand. 
Bondholders, giving £1,000 per bond, raised £600,000 
towards the cost of construction.

The difficult weather conditions, with Storm Dennis bringing 
in strong winds and driving rain, were always going to 
have a detrimental effect on the quality of football on view. 
Although both sides, for different reasons, were keen to take 
all three points it was Stevenage who over the 90 minutes 
handled the conditions better but despite having the lion’s 
share of the possession failed to cause the Salford defence 
too many anxious moments.

New striker, on his debut, James Wilson was the first to go 

close for the Ammies after 20 minutes. Receiving the ball 
with his back to goal he showed his potential class when 
he turned and hooked a shot just beyond Boro’s net minder 
Paul Farman’s left-hand post. City went ahead after the half 
hour mark when Brandon Thomas-Asante found the net with 
a well-directed cushioned header from a pin point left wing 
cross from the ever consistent Ibou Touray.

As the game wore on into the second half the pitch (which 
also sees Spurs’ Under-23s use it), which was in very good 
condition at the start of the game, began to deteriorate. 
Opportunities were few with Kyle Letheren being alert to 
what came his way and three valuable points were ours. 
Boro manager Graham Westley was then shown the door 
on Sunday morning 

The home side had Joe Leesley, who has had some 
cracking performances against Salford in the past, on loan 
from Harrogate Town. 

Unfortunately, Stevenage aren’t producing hard copy match 
day programmes this season which is a shame. They have 
a digital one free online which they say has been more 
beneficial financially. For programme collectors such as 
myself an all colour, all singing, all dancing publication is 
not required. A simple eight/12-page programme (running 
side by side with the digital) would be adequate and I don’t 
think it would result in a club making a loss.

Attendance was 3,246 (125 from Salford) which was above 
average on what was a terrible day weather wise. This 
was partially due to the club and regular supporters of  
Stevenage making a concerted effort during the previous 
week to drum up a positive support despite their 
predicament. And yes, the drummer is a regular! 
The return journey was done in good time despite 
horrendous rainfall as we approached the M62.

on the road
Frank McCauley shares his notes and thoughts from 

last weekend’s trip to Stevenage.
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
5. Liam Hogan (c)
9. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
26. Bruno Andrade
29. Michael O’Connor
45. Ash Hunter

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
4. Oscar Threlkeld
17. Richie Towell
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
44. Craig Conway
49. James Wilson (62, 69)

Plymouth Argyle

24. Alex Palmer
5. Scott Wootton
6. Niall Canavan
7. Antoni Sarcevic (67)

8. Joe Edwards
10. Danny Mayor
14. Tyreeq Bakinson
17. Byron Moore (19)

21. Callum McFadzean
31. Luke Jephcott
32. George Cooper

Substitutes

1. Mike Cooper
11. Dom Telford
15. Conor Grant
16. Joel Grant
18. Ryan Hardie (90+2)

20. Adam Randell
25. Josh Grant

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

7

19

Salford Plymouth

5 5

Salford Plymouth

2 2

Salford Plymouth

9
12

Salford Plymouth

Match
REport
James Wilson came off the bench and scored two goals 

within 10 minutes on his debut to twice bring Salford on level 
terms with promotion hopefuls Plymouth, but they visitors 

snatched all three points with a stoppage time winner.

vs. Plymouth Argyle
Sky Bet League Two
The Peninsula Stadium
11/02/20, 19:45

Thomas-Asante doing well to head back inside. Wilson rose 
high to nod the ball towards goal and although Palmer got 
a touch, it dropped inside his left-hand post to make it 1-1.

Having worked hard to get back on terms the Ammies 
almost gifted Plymouth a second goal on 66 minutes. 
Cameron Burgess’ attempt to head a dropping ball back 
to Letheren didn’t even look like getting there, allowing 
Moore to nip and head towards goal. This was a big chance 
but Liam Hogan didn’t hesitate as he got across to put in a 
tremendous challenge inside the penalty area. A great bit 
of defending from Hogan, but the respite it brought would 
be short lived. A cross from the right was cleared only as far 
as Sarcevic who, from 20 yards out and just right of centre, 
guided a superb lobbed finish out of Letheren’s reach 
and just inside the far post. The Mancunian scored on his 
last visit to Moor Lane, almost 10 years ago when he was 
playing for Woodley Sports and repeated the trick here in 
impressive fashion.

The travelling Pilgrims had enjoyed that one, but their 
celebrations were stifled within another two minutes. Wilson 
passed to Ibou Touray on the left and his forward ball sent 
Andrade into space. A low delivery into the middle followed 
and Wilson took a steadying touch before evading his 
marker with a neat turn, then placed a low left-footed finish 
beyond Palmer’s reach and inside the far post. Two goals 
within 10 minutes of coming on is a fair old way to introduce 
yourself to your new club’s fans and it could have been 
even better. Within another minute Ash Hunter’s chipped 
pass into the right-hand side of the box fell for Wilson, but 
with Palmer closing him down, he couldn’t find a finish. 

It was looking as if the respective sides might have to settle 
for a point each, but it’s no surprise that this firecracker of 
a second half had one last explosion to provide. During the 
first minute of five to be added on Ryan Hardie got away 
from Burgess on Plymouth’s right before outpacing the 
chasing Touray and cutting into the box. Hogan arrived to 
put in a sliding challenge and Hardie got a stroke of luck 
as his angled effort flicked off the Salford defender before 
dropping inside the far post.

Salford started the game in brisk fashion and could have 
opened the scoring within two minutes of kick-off. Bruno 
Andrade’s powerful run on the right was followed up by a 
ball across the edge of the box that found Tom Elliott, left 
of centre, but he could only direct a low, angled 16-yarder 
wide of Alex Palmer’s left-hand upright. 

There was another decent chance a couple of minutes 
later as the ball fell for Adam Rooney from Andrade’s cross 
from the right. The club’s top-scorer tried a volley from just 
outside the box, only to see the effort fly wide of Palmer’s 
left-hand post. Hunter had a shot blocked after that and with 
a dozen minutes played the Ammies bundled home from a 
corner only to see the effort chalked off for a foul on Palmer.

Plymouth had offered very little so far yet went ahead in the 
19th minute. Antoni Sarcevic’s ball from wide on the right 
found Byron Moore, towards the far post and on the edge of 
the six-yard box. A first touch stopped the ball dead before 
Moore swivelled to lift a shot high into the net.

A hard-fought first half with few clear-cut opportunities, 
and the Ammies might have considered themselves a 
little unfortunate to be behind. There were no changes in 
personnel and what would turn out to be a great half’s 
entertainment got off to a bright start. For Plymouth, George 
Cooper delivered a decent cross from the left that Sarcevic 
couldn’t quite get onto the end of. At the other end Rooney 
was inches away from making contact with a low cross from 
the right. Cooper was involved again in the 50th minute as 
his run on the left was finished off by a thumping, rising drive 
that former Pilgrim Kyle Letheren managed to push wide of 
his right-hand post. 

Salford would soon find their own attacking feet as Michael 
O’Connor’s free-kick from a deep, central position dropped 
into the box, and was flicked on by Elliott, but wide of the 
left-hand post. That would be the former Millwall striker’s 
final contribution of the evening as he and Rooney were 
replaced by James Wilson and Brandon Thomas-Asante. 
As far as inspired substitutions go, this would be a cracker 
as Salford got back on terms during the next minute. A 
cross from the right dropped beyond the far post, with 
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  Have your
mate’s back

With 1 in 4 people experiencing a mental health problem  
each year, we all know someone who needs support.

Drop them a line, ask if they’re ok, let them know you’re there.

You can find information and advice 
at mind.org.uk, on the phone on 
0300 123 3393 or by text on 86463

Wear your shirt backwards  
to show your support.

Mind is a registered charity no. 219830

Have-Your-Mates-Back_210x148mm.indd   1Have-Your-Mates-Back_210x148mm.indd   1 05/12/2019   12:2805/12/2019   12:28

Mind, for better mental 
health in football
We’re Mind, the mental health charity and 
partner of the EFL – you may have spotted 
our Mind squiggle on the back of club shirts. 
We want to raise awareness of mental health 
and improve the approach to mental health 
in football through delivering training to clubs 
whilst also raising funds to deliver our  
life-changing services. 

 
Our latest campaign ‘Have Your Mate’s 
Back’ asks fans to look out for their mates 
and check on their mental health. With 1 in 4 
people experiencing a mental health problem 
each year, we all know someone who needs 
support. We’re asking people to drop their 
mate a line, ask if they are ok and let them 
know they are there for them. To support 
our campaign, we are encouraging people to 
wear their football shirt backwards, drawing 
attention to the Mind logo. 

You can also help raise vital funds by wearing 
one of our Mind pin badges, which Graham 
Alexander is wearing in Salford City club 
colours for today’s game. They can be 
purchased at shop.mind.org.uk/shop 

Mind is a national charity with a federated 
network of independent, local charities. Your 
local Mind – Salford Mind - are partnered with 
Salford City FC, and are running a collection 
at today’s game.

Mind in Salford is an independent, user 
focused charity providing vital services to 
make a positive difference to the wellbeing 
and mental health of local people. Our ethos 
is to put individuals first and we are deeply 
committed to helping people struggling with 
their mental health get both support and 
respect.

We offer a range of services, such as 
mental health training courses, statutory 
and non-statutory advocacy, community 
mindfulness courses, welfare rights and 
debt advice, and our LGBTQI+ mental health 
project Rainbow Mind, which was launched 
last year.

Donations raised from today’s match  
collection in partnership with Salford City will 
help us in our mission to represent the voice 
of Salford in campaigning to dispel stigma 
and influence political, social and cultural 
change around mental health.

To learn more about Mind in Salford, please 
visit mindinsalford.org.uk.
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For more information call us on 0161 703 2500 
or email info@championgroup.co.uk

www.championgroup.co.uk       @ChampionAccount

Over 40 years’ experience managing 
accounts including:
• Audit & Accounts • Business Support
• Insurance • Corporate Finance
• Tax Planning • Payroll
• Management Accounts
• Wealth Management • Tax Compliance 
• Tax Enquiry Insurance
• I.T. Solutions • Vehicle Solutions

a c c o u n t a n t s

every business needs a
champion to succeed

Corporate and Commercial • Commercial Property • Banking and Real Estate Finance 
Employment • Commercial Litigation • Intellectual Property • Licensing • 
Tax and Estate Planning • Residential Property • Family

Call us today on  0161 979 0808 or email info@kuits.com

3 St Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester M3 2RDkuits.com

We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

It takes a lot of time, dedication and money to run a 
football club, regardless of the level of competition. 
Before the relatively recent investment in Salford City 
there was a constant struggle going on to tick ground 
grading boxes, pay players and keep a modestly 
supported club competing at Level 4 of the pyramid.

Considering the number of teams around the country, it’s 
quite remarkable that so few fall by the wayside, but every 
season a – thankfully – small number disappear from the 
footballing map. 

In January Greenwich Borough resigned from the Premier 
Division of the South East Counties League (Step 5). The 
club was founded in 1928 but suffered a blow in 2009 when 
their traditional Harrow Meadow home was sold to property 
developers. A couple of groundshare arrangements 
followed but things seemed to have taken a turn for the 
better in 2016 when a 30-year sharing agreement was 
reached with Cray Valley Paper Mills FC, (Step 4), also 
based in Greenwich. Borough were evicted in acrimonious 
circumstances in 2019 – apparently over issues with the 
payment of rent. Another share – with Phoenix Sports – 
would be short-lived and the Cannons called it a day last 
month.

Step 6 lost a club in October 2019 as Wodson Park, from 
Ware in Hertfordshire, pulled the plug on almost 20 years of 
senior men’s football. The Spartan South Midlands League 
Division One side cited difficulties in holding on to managers 
and players, as well as financial pressure, for their demise. 

Another Step 6 club to cut back its operations is Pewsey 
Vale, from Wiltshire. Moved against their will from the 
Hellenic League to the Wessex League last summer, the 

club have felt a financial pinch and withdrew their senior 
team in November 2019. They now run just one open-age 
male side, in the Wiltshire League.

Clubs north of the border are not immune from footballing 
oblivion either. The South of Scotland League is a Step 6 
competition and in October 2019 Dumfries YMCA lost a 
home league game 8-0 to Bonnyton Thistle. They tweeted 
“At least we’re not Southampton” referring to the Premier 
League side’s shameful home defeat to Leicester City 
the evening before (0-9), but during the following week 
announced that they were to disband. 

We may or not see these teams return to action at some 
point, but a somewhat larger club currently faces a very 
uncertain future. Basingstoke is a town in Hampshire 
boasting a population of over 110,000 and has probably 
underachieved as far as football is concerned. The local 
side – Basingstoke Town – were formed in 1896 and they 
moved to the Camrose ground in 1945. Over the past 10 
years or so current club owner Rafi Razzak tried to secure a 
new site in the town for his club, only to be denied planning 
permission at the last hurdle. Mr. Razzak is now seeking 
to move the club to the Hampshire FA HQ at Winklebury, 
and will pay for the necessary improvements only if he 
gets planning permission to redevelop the Camrose. In the 
meantime, the ground has been closed, Town have moved 
to Winchester City’s ground and a once solid National 
League South club is now facing relegation to Step 5 
as they struggle at the bottom of the Southern League’s 
Division One South.

Fingers crossed for Dragons, and all non-league sides 
facing a worrying future. It could have happened to any 
of us…

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin talks about the unfortunate demise that some 
non-league clubs face, and the battles they contend with.
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which crest the real 
ball is behind in this photo?

Can you work out which three players have 
been mixed together in this image?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Salford City

1. Chris Neal
3. Ibou Touray
4. Oscar Threlkeld
11. Tom Elliott
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
23. Nathan Pond (c)
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis
43. Darron Gibson

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
7. Luke Armstrong
9. Adam Rooney
44. Craig Conway
49. James Wilson

Newport County

1. Tom King
3. Ryan Haynes
4. Joss Labadie (c)
7. Robbie Willmott
8. Matty Dolan
9. Padraig Amond
10. Josh Sheehan
11. Jamille Matt
17. Scot Bennett
27. Ryan Inniss
28. Mickey Demetriou

Substitutes

5. Kyle Howkins
15. Tristan Abrahams
21. Lewis Collins
29. Dom Jefferies
33. Jordan Green
47. Joe Woodiwiss

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

6 7

Salford Newport

6 6

Salford Newport

1

Salford Newport

10
13

Salford Newport

Match
REport

The Ammies made it to Wembley for the second consecutive 
season with a 5-6 penalty shoot-out win at Newport County, 

after the game finished 0-0 in 90 minutes with nothing to 
separate the sides in difficult conditions.

vs. Newport County
Leasing.com Trophy Semi-Final
Rodney Parade
19/02/20, 19:45

Salford then had a rare opening as Ibou Touray slipped a 
free kick down the right to Towell, who put a dangerous low 
cross into the area that was gathered by King at his near 
post, despite close attentions of the Salford strike force.

Back down the other end Josh Sheehan hit a low shot 
from outside the area through a crowd of players, but Neal 
dropped to his right to make the save. Substitute Jordan 
Green looked to have provided Newport with something 
different as he made a number of mazy runs and showed 
some good footwork, however when he played in Matt 
on the right-hand side the striker let him down with a low 
placed shot that Neal routinely gathered.

As time wore on Dolan hit a shot from the edge of the area 
wide, and Pond headed over a cross deep into stoppage 
time, after which the referee blew for full time and a penalty 
shoot out.

Clean sheets again for both sides but the lottery of 12-yards 
is about composure and quality. Newport had already come 
through a shoot-out in the Second Round, winning 5-4 at 
Brighton & Hove Albion Under-21s.

Salford went first, at the opposite end of the ground to 
where the vocal 187 fans were, and 93rd minute substitute 
Adam Rooney stepped up. He missed the opening penalty 
in Salford’s last shoot-out against Eastleigh, but he placed a 
shot into the bottom left before Demetriou levelled.

Next up was Touray who lashed his penalty into the right-
hand side of the net, then Sheehan proved his equal with 
a high shot left-of-centre. Jervis squirmed a shot into the 
bottom left before Tristan Abrahams’ effort was palmed onto 
the underside of the bar by Neal. The same taker who was 
denied in the league meeting between the sides was again 
thwarted, this time by Salford’s April shoot-out hero. Craig 
Conway converted to make it 4-2, as did Labadie for 4-3 
before Thomas-Asante’s low effort was saved and Dolan 
made it 4-4 after five penalties each. Gibson hit a penalty of 
real quality which Matt cancelled out, then James Wilson’s 
effort won the tie after Inniss, confident as his build-up was, 
skied his effort.

As has been the policy throughout Salford’s debut 
campaign in the competition, chances were given to 
players who haven’t had many league minutes and there 
were seven changes to the side that won 1-0 at Stevenage 
last Saturday. Darron Gibson, in the number 43 shirt, 
was given his debut for the club while Chris Neal, Oscar 
Threlkeld, Nathan Pond, Richie Towell, Jake Jervis and 
Tom Elliott all returned.

The destruction left in the wake of Storm Dennis was evident 
and visible on the way down to South Wales, and the pitch 
itself wasn’t in the best condition. Possession would be hard 
to come by for both sides all evening so chances would be 
paramount, and in the eighth minute Brandon Thomas-
Asante turned at the top of the area to unleash a shot with 
plenty of power, but Ryan Inniss was in the way to block.

Another eight minutes passed and a corner from the right 
was only half cleared to the 21-year-old. He lashed at the 
chance but another well-hit effort whistled wide of the post. 
Newport were putting bodies on the line and just before the 
half hour mark Mickey Demetriou blocked Richie Towell’s 
shot, with Tom Elliott’s late first half header not troubling 
Tom King as he glanced it wide.

Having been on the back foot for most of the half, without 
conceding many chances, Newport ended the first half 
camped at Salford’s end but the best - and only - chance 
they could muster came to captain Joss Labadie who 
looped a volley high, up and over - maybe more suited to 
the absent rugby posts at Rodney Parade...

The hosts have the second best defence and second worst 
attack in League Two, but their record of not conceding in 
the knock-out stages of the Leasing.com Trophy hasn’t been 
achieved by luck. In the second half that defensive solidity 
gave the attackers the foundation they needed, but still little 
was created and nothing taken despite some good pressure 
and good balls into the Salford box.

Matty Dolan headed a Robbie Willmott cross wide before 
Jamille Matt went down in the area underpressure, but no 
spot kick was awarded.
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“It’s massive, it’s the first time in the league, first time in the 
competition so to get to Wembley is massive for the club 
and everyone involved.”

After coming through 90 minutes for the first time this 
season, new signing Darron Gibson stepped up to take the 
sixth penalty with the scores level at 4-4 and he whipped 
a brilliant effort into the top-right, well out of the reach of 
Tom King.

The number 43 says it was a difficult game too, but he is 
looking forward to having a chance to win silverware.

“[It’s] very nice to get to Wembley, I think we’ve done quite 
well tonight because the pitch didn’t help things, but we dug 
in and ultimately we took the better penalties at the end.

“There was nothing really going through my head, when 
you hit penalties you’ve got to make them as simple as you 
can; step up, hit the penalty, and get off again.

“It’s what football’s about, people go through their careers 
without winning any silverware so the chance to go to 
Wembley and win a trophy, it’s massive for the club.”

Once again Chris Neal was a penalty shoot-out hero as 
he saved from Tristan Abrahams, pushing his rising drive 
onto the underside of the bar.

The 32-year-old saved from Chris Zebroski in April during 
Salford’s last shoot-out win, and after being largely a 
spectator in the 90 minutes he was alert to make the first  - 
and only - save of this spot-kick spectacle.

He played a big part in our 3-0 Wembley win, and is looking 
forward to returning to North London.

“For the club to get back to Wembley again, and for the fans 
that have travelled up on a Wednesday night to come and 
watch us, fair play to them.

“It’s a great feeling, we knew it was going to be a tough 
game coming to Newport, the conditions and the pitch, 
luckily we ground out a 0-0 and won on penalties.

“It was difficult with the pitch, with the wind and stuff like 
that. I think it was kind of playing in the opposition half for 
both teams, I think both teams defended incredibly well and 
there wasn’t a lot of chances in the game. 

“When it goes like that you’ve just got to take the 0-0 and 
move to the penalty shoot out.

Match
Reaction
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100 up for Graham
Congratulations to The Gaffer who celebrated 
his 100th game in charge with a win! He has 
won 48, drawn 24 and lost 28 games, won 
promotion from The National League, and 
now we return to Wembley...

Graham Alexander was pleased with his players’ 
composure when dealing with the environment and the 
pressure of the penalty shoot out to reach Wembley for 

a second consecutive season.

“That for me showed the courage to go up there, do that, 
because all his team mates know what happened last year 
and I thought that gave the rest of the boys confidence to 
go on and do what they did.”

Holders Portsmouth now await under the arch on Sunday 
5th April, but with Salford still competing on the league 
front for a play-off place the Gaffer says there is no room 
for complacency, starting this afternoon. The rotation policy 
has worked well, and has given more players the chance to 
fight for their place in the team.

“We can’t just think about this final now, we have to 
concentrate on Colchester on Saturday.

“It’s a difficult game against a very good opponent but 
we’ve still got ambitions in the league as well, so we know 
we have to get on a winning run soon and if we can start 
that Saturday then that’s great.

“You’ve got to take confidence from winning games and I 
think we’ve been in relatively good form to be fair over the 
last six or seven games, and you’ve seen tonight we’ve 
changed the team tonight and they’ve all come in and 
shown what they can do.

“That’s a healthy, competitive squad that will help us in the 
run-in.

“We’re delighted to win tonight but I’ve got to emphasise 
getting to Wembley isn’t the prize, it’s going to Wembley and 
winning so we’ve got one more game to achieve what we 
want to do in this competition but we’re delighted to give the 
supporters and the players the opportunity to go and show 
what we can do at Wembley again.”

The Ammies were firm at the back, giving Newport barely 
a sniff as only Josh Sheehan and Jamille Matt managed 
efforts on target, and both times Chris Neal was equal to 
the chances.

It’s not too long ago that Salford had to navigate a penalty 
shoot out, winning 4-3 at The Peninsula Stadium against 
Eastleigh in the National League play-off semi-final. 
The game ultimately came to the same conclusion, and 
again preparation was key for both a difficult game and a 
pressure situation.

“I don’t think you’d be human if you weren’t feeling the 
emotion of the occasion going into penalties,  but it’s about 
controlling those emotions and I thought the players did that 
exceptionally well going into a hard-fought game.

“It was difficult to get real quality on the pitch for either 
team, it was about doing the basics well, not making 
mistakes, trying to create something from when you had the 
possession in the attacking third.

“We did talk about the possibility of it going to penalties and 
it was about the players going up and having the courage 
to do what they did, and every credit to them. They were 
superb.

“For me if a penalty goes over the line it’s a good penalty, 
and that, so we took six good penalties. 

“Roons I thought set the standard, I had his name straight 
down so he was always going to take one, I asked him what 
number he wanted to go to because I know he missed one 
in the semi-final, he said he’d take the first one so that was 
enough for me. 
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PLAN OF 
ATTACK?
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE KNOWLEDGE
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A better way to finance 
your next car

Apply today for a free  
no obligation quote
www.carfinance247.co.uk
CarFinance 247 Limited is acting as an  
independent credit broker. Representative 25.4% APR

Whether you’re after 
an Astra or an Audi, 

a Fiat or a Fiesta, 
you could be driving 

away in a new car in a 
matter of days!

We search and 
compare offers from 

lots of lenders, finding 
the best available 

finance deal for you.  

The choice of car is 
down to you too – 

you can choose one 
from any reputable UK 

dealer!

START SPREADING  
THE NEWS…  

To advertise or for more information contact us on:
t:  07703 313970   |  e: mark.fry@localiq.co.uk

NOBODY WILL BRING YOU 
CLOSER TO SALFORD

Local News | Letters | Leisure | Jobs | Motors | Classified | Family Notices | Sport

A voice for the local 
people of Salford.

salfordcitynews.co.uk 

OUT NOW!

localiq.co.uk

Available every Friday via more 
than 150 local retailers. 
 
64 pages of great content including...

ONLY 80p
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The club’s roots stem from Colchester Town who were the 
main club in Colchester pre-1937, but some officials didn’t 
like the idea of becoming professional so Colchester 
United was formed and they joined the Southern League. 
After creating a reserves team later that year, they signed 
most of Town’s players and Colchester Town folded later 
in December.

In 1938-39 Colchester were Southern Football League 
winners, having won the Southern League Cup the season 
before, then they were runners-up in 1949-50 after football 
resumed following the end of the Second World War. They 
also won the Cup again however they were most notable 
for their exploits in the FA Cup, reaching the Fifth Round 
after beating Football League sides Wrexham, Huddersfield 
Town and Bradford Park Avenue before Blackpool were a 
step too far in the 1947-48 competition.

A culmination of those successes contributed to The U’s 
being elected into the Football League for the first time in 
1950, and they played in the Third Division South, then the 
Third Division, for 11 years before relegation to the Fourth 
Division in 1961. However they won a first promotion the next 
season, returning to the Third Division after finishing second 
to Millwall by a point. Relegation followed again in 1965, 
but like before they were promoted straight back up in 1966 
before another relegation in 1968. 

Despite being in the bottom tier, Colchester enjoyed one of 

their most famous moments in 1970-71 when Dick Graham 
took The U’s to the FA Cup Quarter-Finals. Having beaten 
Ringmer, Cambridge United and Barnet, Colchester drew 
with Rochdale but before the replay the draw paired the 
winner at home against Don Revie’s Leeds United. The U’s 
went on to beat Dale 5-0, and in the next round went 3-0 
up against Leeds courtesy of Ray Crawford’s brace and a 
Dave Simmons effort. Leeds pulled two back, but went out 
3-2 and Colchester travelled to Goodison Park in the last 16 
only to lose 5-0 to Everton.

A couple of years later, in 1973-74, Colchester returned to 
the Third Division,and their yo-yo like trend continued with 
relegation in 1976, promotion in 1977, and relegation back 
to the Fourth Division in 1981. They didn’t finish outside of 
the top nine for seven seasons, but ended 1988-89 in 22nd 
before finishing bottom in 1989-90 which meant subsequent 
relegation to The Conference. They finished runners-up to 
Barnet in their first season, but in 1991-92 player-manager 
Roy McDonough led them to the title - which was won on 
goal difference - and the FA Trophy.

After consolidating, Colchester had a tilt at the play-offs in
1995-96, losing to Plymouth Argyle in the semi-final, then 
they narrowly missed out in 1996-97 as well as losing out on 
the Football League Trophy after being defeated by Carlisle
United on penalties in the final. Success did come in 1997-
98 when The U’s finished fourth and were promoted back to 
the third tier with a 1-0 play-off final win over Torquay.

Again Colchester consolidated in Division 2, then as it 
became League One, and in 2005-06 Phil Parkinson led 
them to second and promotion to The Championship for 
the first time ever. Parkinson left for Hull City and Geriant 
Williams took charge of The U’s, guiding them to a highest-
ever finish of 10th. By finishing above Ipswich Town, Norwich 
City and Southend United, Colchester gained the Pride 
of Anglia for the first time in their history, but relegation 
followed the next season after finishing bottom.

In April 2008 the club played its final game at Layer 
Road, losing 1-0 to Stoke City, before moving to the new 
Colchester Community Stadium. However hopes of an 
immediate return to the Championship were dashed and 
Colchester spent the next eight seasons in League One, 
finishing a best of eighth in 2009-10.

They survived the 2014-15 season on the last day, but 
couldn’t hold off relegation in 2015-16 and went down after 
finishing in 23rd.

Current head coach John McGreal took charge at that point 
and in two of his three full seasons at the helm Colchester 
have finished a point outside the play-offs, including last 
season. This year they reached the League Cup Quarter-
Finals after beating Swindon Town in the first round, Crystal 
Palace and Tottenham Hotspur on penalties in the second 
and third rounds and Crawley Town in the fourth round 
before losing 3-0 at Old Trafford to Manchester United.

Last season
8th - League two

Founded
1937

Nickname
The Us
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Substitutes: Sowunmi, Norris (Comley 61’), Harriott, 
Clampin, Gambin (Pell 73’), Ross, Poku (Senior 54’)

L3-0 at Port Vale, Sky Bet League Two

Gerken

Senior

Bramall

Stevenson

Pell

Robinson

Comley

Prosser

Jackson

Nouble

Eastman

Last line-up

After near misses in two of the last three years, Colchester 
fans have reason to be optimistic about their chances at 
the play-offs this season as they currently occupy seventh 
with 12 games remaining.

The U’s were boosted by a 16-game unbeaten run in the 
league which lasted from October to the start of February 
and included seven wins, but recent results haven’t matched 
with three defeats in four (although that one was a 3-0 
hammering of Plymouth two weeks ago).

At the same time they also enjoyed a plush League Cup 
trip to Old Trafford in the Quarter-Finals, losing 3-0 to 
Manchester United, but even that and the highs of beating 
Premier League opposition in Crystal Palace and Tottenham 
Hotspur wouldn’t equate to the ecstasy of promotion back 
to League One.

John McGreal’s side have built their promotion push on a 
solid back line, and only Cheltenham (26) and Newport (27) 
have conceded fewer than Colchester’s 34 goals in League 
Two this season - an average of one conceded per game.

We saw that determination in full effect when we travelled 
to Essex in December, and after not taking advantage of a 
number of chances and having a Luke Armstrong goal ruled 
out we were undone in the third minute of stoppage time 
when Harry Pell stole in to grab a late winner and all three 
points for the home side.

Away from home The U’s have done alright with eight 
draws, four wins and five defeats in 17 games, and 19 goals 
scored and conceded. However they haven’t won on 
the road since a 3-1 win at Leyton Orient on Boxing Day, 
drawing three and losing their last two of the subsequent 
five games. 

In terms of the run-in, Colchester appear to have a good set 
of fixtures with only Cheltenham and Crewe above them to 
come, as well as games against Northampton and Bradford 
who are also closely competing for a play-off place. Last 
season it went down to the wire, and this season looks to 
be no different - have Colchester got that extra edge?

DID YOU KNOW? 

The club’s crest is the fifth incarnation since 1937, and 
features a Roman eagle in tribute to Colchester’s history 
as a Roman settlement. It was called Camulodunum, and 
translate as ‘Fortress of the War God Camulos’.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League One - 19th

2015-16

League One - 23rd

2016-17

League Two - 8th

2017-18

League Two - 13th

2018-19

League Two - 8th

W L W L L
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McGreal became the First Team coach in May 2016, and 
has taken Colchester to the verge of the play-offs in the 
             last three seasons.

A former defender, the 47-year-old started his 
career with Tranmere Rovers and came up 
through the club’s youth system to become a first 
  team regular during the 1990s. He made well 
   over 200 appearances for the Prenton Park 
    outfit and made the First Division Play-Offs on 
     three occasions.

    His next move was south and to Ipswich Town 
   in 1999 for a reported fee of £650,000. In his 
  first season with the club he was a regular as 
The Tractor Boys were promoted to the Premier 
League via the play-offs - beating Barnsley 4-2 in 
the play-off final - then in 2000-01 they finished 
fifth and qualified for the UEFA Cup. The next 
season they were relegated but McGreal stayed 
and Ipswich competed in the UEFA Cup again 
on the Respect Fair Play ranking, with McGreal 
 scoring in the 8-1 win against Avenir Beggen at 
  Portman Road.

             After losing to West Ham in the play-offs at 
          the end of the 2003-04 season, and being 
   affected by injuries, McGreal chose to sign for 
Burnley and he played with The Clarets for three 
years in the Championship. In the summer of 2007 
he had a trial at Colchester, but manager Geriant 
Williams decided not to offer him a contract and he 
subsequently retired.

McGreal went on to study for his coaching badges 
and joined Colchester in 2009 as the Academy’s 
Professional Development Coach, before being 
appointed as Under-18s manager alongside Wayne 
Brown who he played with at Ipswich. The pair won 
the EFL Youth Alliance South East title and a Youth 
Alliance Cup before McGreal was promoted to 
Under-21s manager in September 2014. 

Midway through the 2015-16 season he had a stint 
as interim manager, then assistant to Brown when 
he was appointed caretaker. Kevin Keen eventually 
took over but when he left after the club’s relegation, 
McGreal was appointed ahead of the 2016-17 season.

In his first season Colchester finished eighth, a point 
outside the play-offs and behind play-off winners 
Blackpool. After a 13th place finish in 2017-18, McGre-
al took Colchester to within a point again and another 
eighth place finish last season.

Dean Gerken
Signed: July 2019

The number one was no stranger to Colchester United when 
he returned in the summer having graduated through the 
club’s academy and made over 100 appearances, including 
promotion in 2006 to The Championship where he was a 
regular starter. He left for Bristol City in 2009, then had a 
six year spell at Ipswich Town, again making over 100 
appearances before returning to Essex.

01 Ethan Ross
Signed: July 2018

21-year-old shot stopper Ross signed for Colchester after 
leaving West Brom’s academy, where he had played for 
the academy and Under-23 sides. During his time with 
The Baggies, Ross had loan spells at Worcester City and 
Redditch United then last season spent some time with 
Maidstone United in The National League before making a 
handful of appearances for The Us at the end of the season.

29

Ryan Jackson
Signed: June 2017

Right-back Jackson arrived at the club after two years with 
Gillingham, and has been a near ever-present with over 
130 appearances to his name. The 29-year-old started 
his career with AFC Wimbledon and had loan spells at 
Fleetwood Town and Cambridge United before signing for 
Macclesfield Town then Newport County where he spent 
two seasons before moving to Kent.

02

Luke Prosser
Signed: June 2016

The 31-year-old bought a wealth of league knowledge with 
him when he joined in 2016 from Southend United. During 
his career the centre-back has won promotion out of League 
Two with Southend and Northampton Town, as well as the 
Football League Trophy with Southend. A former Tottenham 
Hotspur academy player, he spent time with Port Vale too 
before joining Southend.

05 Omar Sowunmi
Signed: July 2019

Robust defender Sowunmi signed a two-year deal with his 
hometown club in the summer after four years with Yeovil 
Town. The 24-year-old’s career started up the road with 
Ipswich Town and he had loan spells at Braintree Town and 
Lowestoft Town before joining The Glovers in the summer of 
2015. He struggled with an ankle injury last season as Yeovil 
were relegated from League Two.

06

Tom Eastman
Signed: May 2011

Club stalwart Eastman signed for Colchester way back in 
2011 from Ipswich Town, where he graduated through the 
Academy and made his debut in The Championship in 
2010.  He spent a short period on loan at Crawley Town 
after joining, but went on to win the Young Player of the Year 
which was followed by the main award in 2013-14, 2014-15 
and 2017-18. He now has over 350 appearances to date.

18

Cohen Bramall
Signed: August 2019

Young full-back Bramall signed for Colchester in the summer 
after leaving Premier League giants Arsenal. Born in Crewe, 
the 23-year-old was playing in the NPL for Hednesford Town 
when Arsenal signed him in January 2017. At the start of 
2016-17 he had a loan spell with Birmingham City having 
toured with the Gunners’ first team in the summer, and last 
season played in the EFL Trophy for the Under-23s.

03

Ollie Kensdale
Signed: Academy Graduate

The young defender has been at Colchester since he was 
10-years-old, and has graduated through the system to 
make his first team debut in the EFL Trophy last season, 
shortly followed by his league debut in November 2018. 
The 19-year-old has made two appearances this season in 
the EFL Trophy and League Two, either side of a loan spell 
at Bath City.

19

john
mcgreal
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Michael Fernandes
Signed: July 2019

Young forward-thinking player Fernandes arrived in the 
summer from Farnborough Town and has recently started 
training with the first team, appearing on the bench a couple 
of time, after impressing for the Under-23s with six goals 
making him top scorer. He started out with Middlesex-based 
Conquest Football Academy, joining Farnborough in the 
Southern League in early 2018.

40

Ryan Clampin
Signed: Academy Graduate

Able to be deployed at left back or left wing, Clampin has 
been with the club since he was eight-years-old and has 
worked his way up through the levels to make his first team 
bow in September 2018 in the EFL Trophy, while his league 
debut came in August this season. The 21-year-old also 
spent a season with Maldon & Tiptree, scoring 10 goals in 
41 appearances as a near ever-present.

21

Courtney Senior
Signed: July 2016

A lively and dangerous winger, Senior signed for the club in 
2016 from his youth club Brentford where he made just one 
senior appearance, in August 2015, and had a loan spell 
at Wycombe Wanderers in 2014-15 that also yielded one 
game. The 22-year-old scored on his debut against Forest 
Green Rovers in August 2017, going on to notch four in 19 
games and becoming a regular for The U’s.

07

Tafari Moore
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

The defender is on loan until the end of the season from 
fellow League Two side Plymouth Argyle. 22-year-old 
Moore is a graduate of the QPR and Arsenal academies, 
and spent a season on loan with FC Utrecht in Holland 
during his time with The Gunners. A loan spell at Wycombe 
Wanderers in 2017-18 culminated in promotion to League 
One before Plymouth signed him in the summer of 2018.

22

Brandon Comley
Signed: January 2018

Montserrat international Comley signed for Colchester after 
impressing on loan from Queens Park Rangers in the first 
half of the 2017-18 season. The 24-year-old had league 
experience in loan spells with Carlisle United and Grimsby 
Town, after making his QPR debut in the Premier League in 
May 2015, but has settled in at Colchester and has made 
nine international appearances since 2018.

14Harry Pell
Signed: May 2018

Experienced midfielder Pell signed for an undisclosed fee 
from Cheltenham Town in the summer of 2018. A large 
presence in the middle, the 6’4 28-year-old scored 19 times 
in 118 league appearances for The Robins in their promotion 
back to and survival in League Two. The Charlton Athletic 
academy graduate has also represented Hereford United 
and AFC Wimbledon in League Two.

08

Luke Norris
Signed: June 2018

Front man Norris signed ahead of last season after a fee 
was agreed with Swindon Town. The 26-year-old started 
well with eight goals in 13 appearances, but finished the 
season without another goal. This season he already has 
10 goals in 37. His career started at Brentford, where he had 
loans at Boreham Wood, Northampton Town and Dagenham 
& Redbridge before heading to Gillingham.

09

Theo Robinson
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

Jamaican striker Robinson is in form at the moment with five 
goals in his last five games, with his goal against Grimsby 
Town in a 3-2 defeat his 100th in the Football League. The 
well travelled 31-year-old joined on loan from Southend 
United in the summer, and returned in January until the end 
of the season. He won promotion from League Two with 
Hereford United in 2007-08, on loan from Watford.

13

Ben Stevenson
Signed: January 2019

Stevenson signed a two-and-a-half year deal at Colchester, 
having spent the latter half of the 2017-18 season on loan 
from Wolverhampton Wanderers, who signed him from 
Coventry City that month. The 22-year-old had impressed 
for the Sky Blues, and following his first loan spell he was 
sent to Spanish side Jumilla on loan before returning to the 
JobServe Community Stadium.

24

Paris Cowan-Hall
Signed: July 2019

Athletic forward Cowan-Hall has struggled with injuries in 
his first season with The U’s, after signing on a free transfer 
in the summer from Wycombe Wanderers. The 29-year-old 
has had three spells with The Chairboys, helping them to 
promotion in 2017-18. A former Portsmouth academy player, 
he has experienced the Football League with the likes of 
Grimsby, Scunthorpe, Plymouth and Millwall.

11

Callum Harriott
Signed: September 2019

The 25-year-old from Guyana returned for a second spell 
after leaving Reading in the summer. He started his career 
with Charlton Athletic and made his League One debut in 
April 2011. He made 95 appearances plus had a loan spell 
at Colchester, scoring five goals in 20 appearances, before 
leaving in 2016 when Reading signed him. He was released 
in the summer after four goals in 30 appearances.

15 Frank Nouble
Signed: July 2018

Another well-travelled striker, former Chelsea trainee 
Nouble joined the club ahead of the 2018-19 season 
and scored nine goals in 46 games. His previous clubs 
include West Ham, West Brom, Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and Ipswich Town, as well as a spell in China before the 
28-year-old returned to England and played for Gillingham, 
Southend United and Newport County.

45

Luke Gambin
Signed: June 2019

The Maltese midfielder signed in the summer after leaving 
Luton Town. He spent his formative years with Barnet, 
making his League Two debut in 2012 and helping The Bees 
back to the Football League in 2014-15. Luton signed him in 
January 2017, and in 2017-18 he helped them to promotion 
to League One before making 26 appearances on loan at 
Crawley last season. He has 22 international appearances.

26

Andre Hasanally
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 18-year-old has been with Colchester since he was 11 
and signed his first professional contract with the club in 
August 2019 having made two League Two appearances 
for The U’s. He came on as a substitute in the 1-1 draw 
against Port Vale, before also featuring from the bench 
away at Plymouth Argyle a week later after impressing 
in pre-season. He’s the 900th player to debut for Colchester.

37

Tom Lapslie
Signed: Academy Graduate

Holding midfielder Lapslie is a core component at the 
heart of Colchester’s team, playing in a role that screens 
the defence by breaking up play. His performances for the 
academy earned him a contract in 2013, and his first team 
debut came from the bench away at Cardiff City in the FA 
Cup in January 2015. The 24-year-old has since made over 
150 club appearances.

04

Kwame Poku
Signed: May 2019

Summer trialist Poku signed after impressing for the 
Under-23s and joined the first team training early on this 
season before making his debut in the Leasing.com Trophy 
in September. Last season the 18-year-old played for Cray 
Wanderers and Worthing, but he has stepped up rapidly to 
the demands of league football and scored in back-to-back 
games at the end of September to the start of October.

49
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opposition view
We asked Joel Windsor about why he supports 

Colchester and some of his club favourites!

What was your first Colchester game?
I believe I was about three, it was against Tranmere Rovers 
and we drew 2-2.

Why do you support Colchester?
They’re my Dad’s side, he supported them and he took me 
when I was young. I got hooked and have never looked 
back!

What’s the best thing about supporting The U’s?
The connection you get with the players, it’s great 
supporting a smaller club because you get to know 
them and regularly interact with them.

What is your most memorable Colchester game?
Yeovil Town 0-0 to be promoted to the Championship, or 
turning Norwich City over 7-1 on the opening day of 2009-10 
at Carrow Road.

What is your favourite Colchester kit?
We had a sky blue away kit to celebrate Layer Road.

How have you felt about this season so far?
What a cup run we got! Crystal Palace and Spurs knocked 
out and then a trip to Old Trafford... We might get caught out 
for drawing too many games this season but we’ll see.

Who should we keep an eye on this afternoon?
Callum Harriott is a player playing way below his level at 
present, if he hadn’t had such a barren spell with injuries 
whilst at Reading he’d probably be in the Premier League. 

Theo Robinson is on fire at the moment, a proper fox in the 
box.

Match Prediction?
If we can stop this mini downfall in results of late and 
re-ignite this promotion push, today is a must win. 2-1 to 
Colchester, Theo Robinson to score!
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Get closer to the action than ever courtesy of Hotel Football and our exclusive 
ticketed matchday hospitality experiences. Enjoy hearing from some of the 

game’s most recognisable former Manchester United players during a live Q&A 
and three course meal over looking the Theatre of Dreams. 

Then head over to Old Trafford to enjoy the game.

THE ULTIMATE MATCHDAY 
AT HOTEL FOOTBALL

Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South 10 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett (x2) Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Abdullahi (x4) Lawson Duckworth Rhodes

Sun 19 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup R1 2 - 1 Duke Shaw Baker Ainscough Rhodes Bennett Tobin Tattersall (c) Etchells Lawson Duckworth Carta

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South 12 - 0 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Bennett Tobin Duckworth Tattersall (x2) Abdullahi Lawson (x5) Ainscough Rhodes Carta

February 2020

Sun 23 Penwortham Town Ladies A Argyle Cup R2

March 2020

Sun 1 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 15 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 29 Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

February 2020

Tues 11 Sheffield Wednesday H 1 - 2 T.Shepherd

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan

EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1
James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 

Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A 2 - 4 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Rhodes

Sat 18 Port Vale H 6 - 0 Twist (x4), James-Taylor, Burton

Sat 25 Rochdale A 2 - 3 Ditchfield, Timmis, James-Taylor

February 2020

Sat 1 Carlisle United H 4 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Timmis

Tues 4 Shrewsbury Town H 3 - 0 Rhodes, James-Taylor (x2)

Sat 8 Walsall H 8 - 0
James-Taylor (x2), T.Shepherd (x2), Twist, 

Timmis, Hall, Rhodes

Sat 29 Carlisle United A

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

TBC Fleetwood Town H P - P
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NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 13 11 1 1 86 23 63 34

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 9 8 0 1 37 7 30 24

3 Warrington Wolverines 11 4 4 3 30 24 6 16

4 Chester FC Women 12 4 3 5 25 28 -3 15

5 West Kirby Ladies 12 2 5 5 20 33 -13 11

6 Altrincham FC Ladies 5 3 1 1 9 5 4 10

7 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 7 3 1 3 19 17 2 10

8 Northwich Vixens First Women 7 2 2 3 19 17 2 8

9 Liverpool Feds Reserves 14 2 2 10 23 75 -52 8

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 8 0 1 7 16 55 -39 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City 15 12 0 3 50 20 30 36

2 Fleetwood Town 12 10 1 1 30 6 24 31

3 Preston North End 14 10 1 3 44 21 23 31

4 Blackpool 14 8 2 4 29 30 -1 26

5 Carlisle United 15 7 3 5 28 29 -1 24

6 Accrington Stanley 15 8 0 7 28 30 -2 24

7 Walsall 13 7 2 4 32 14 18 23

8 Oldham Athletic 16 6 4 6 29 31 -2 22

9 Tranmere Rovers 16 5 2 9 39 37 2 17

10 Shrewsbury Town 13 3 1 9 17 26 -9 10

11 Morecambe 13 1 4 8 11 36 -25 7

12 Rochdale 12 1 1 10 18 36 -18 4

13 Port Vale 12 1 1 10 14 53 -39 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.
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Salford City vs Walsall
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League Two
round-up

This gameweek was perhaps a barometer of change in 
League Two as the reverse weekend of the opening day 
fixtures back in August. Not many Swindon Town fans 
could have forecast their position back then as accurately 
as the weekend’s weather, but as delighted as they will 
be to be leading the way in February they were probably 
just as displeased to see their game against Scunthorpe 
United postponed just over an hour before kick-off.

Their position was vulnerable as the chasing pack of Crewe 
Alexandra, Exeter City and Plymouth Argyle all had the 
chance to make up ground, but favourable results kept their 
lead in tact although it’s now on goal difference.

Starting the day in second, Crewe were best placed to go 
top as they travelled to Home Park and David Artell’s side, 
who were beaten 3-0 in the reverse, had an early penalty 
shout denied before ex-Crewe striker Byron Moore had an 
opener for Plymouth ruled out for offside. Harry Pickering 
then curled in a marvellous shot to put the visitors ahead, 
but the lead lasted five minutes as January Player of the 
Month Luke Jephcott headed the hosts level.

Chris Porter had a moment to forget as he missed an open 
goal from about 15 yards out in front of the travelling fans, 
and that opened the opportunity for Plymouth to take the 
lead when Antoni Sarcevic converted his fifth penalty of 
the season and second goal of the week having scored 
here on the Tuesday night. The Alex are now two points 
behind Swindon with the same number of games played, 
while Plymouth moved to a point behind them going into 
their game at Macclesfield Town on Tuesday. However they 
couldn’t move above Crewe after Sarcevic’s goal at Moss 
Rose could only rescue a draw last Tuesday night to put 
Plymouth level on 61 points, behind on goal difference.

Exeter made hard work of their own game at Macclesfield  
on the weekend. After the visitors stormed into a 2-0 lead, 
The Silkmen pulled it back to 2-2 and memories of their 3-2 
defeat at St. James Park were surfacing until Ryan Bowman 
popped up to seal a big win for The Grecians. They were 
agonisingly beaten by Portsmouth in the Leasing.com 
Trophy semi-final on Tuesday, losing 3-2 in the 95th minute.

Back to the league there was further movement in the 

play-offs as Port Vale gatecrashed the top seven in style 
with a 3-0 win against Colchester United; their fourth win in 
the last five games. Even without talisman Tom Pope, John 
Askey’s side look to be putting a run together at the right 
time and making the most of a consistency at home which 
has benefited them in the season so far.

Cheltenham Town left it late, but held on to their berth 
amongst the top thanks to an 88th minute winner. Leyton 
Orient had taken the lead at the Jonny-Rocks Stadium in 
odd circumstances when goalkeeper Owen Evans’ low 
clearance came off the back of Conor Wilkinson, but from 
the restart The Robins responded in equally strange fashion 
when a Luke Varney pass deflected perfectly for Alfie May 
to equalise, setting the scene for Reuben Reid to leave the 
ground, well, rocking.

On the wrong end of a comeback were Northampton Town 
who led Walsall 2-0 at half time thanks to a Callum Morton 
brace, but a stirring comeback from The Saddlers made it 
three games unbeaten for them.

A number of communities will be hoping the flooding sinks 
quicker than Forest Green Rovers, whose fall from the top 
has been nothing short of spectacular. Mark Cooper’s side 
have won twice since November and fell behind at Oldham 
Athletic to a Gevaro Nepomuceno strike, but George 
Williams snatched a point and Cooper says it’s “a start”.

Bradford City have fallen off the pace a bit too, and were 
turned around at Cambridge United, whose form since the 
departure of Colin Calderwood has been WWWWicked. 
Harvey Knibbs’ stoppage time winner made it four wins in a 
row for Mark Bonner.

Remaining bottom are Stevenage, who parted company with 
Graham Westley after our 1-0 win at The Lamex Stadium; 
their sixth league defeat in a row. They are now eight points 
behind Macclesfield and Morecambe, who couldn’t quite 
complete a comeback at Grimsby Town. The Ian Holloway 
revolution continues at Blundell Park as they made it five 
games unbeaten with a 2-1 win against The Shrimps. In a 
play-off 2018-19 reunion Mansfield Town were 1-0 winners 
over Newport County, while Crawley Town and Carlisle 
United played out a goalless draw.

As Storm Dennis swirled a menace at grounds across the 
UK last weekend, there were plenty of swirling results on 
the pitch with five comebacks and one near comeback.
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Join us for EFL highlights
 Saturdays 9pm

Freeview 12  I  Freesat 167  I  Sky 144  I  Virgin 169

Sponsored by

AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1 07/12/2019   16:5907/12/2019   16:59

CREWE ALEXANDRA vs MACCLESFIELD TOWN

Despite their setback at Plymouth last weekend, Crewe 
keep their top three spot after Macclesfield held The 
Pilgrims to a draw on Tuesday, but now they face the same 
opponents in a Cheshire derby where they needed a late 
equaliser to take a point in the reverse fixture.

PLYMOUTH ARGYLE vs CAMBRIDGE UNITED

Unable to make the most of their game in hand at Macc on 
Tuesday night, Plymouth are now outside the automatic 
promotion places on goal difference. Today they’re up 
against the division’s in-form side in Cambridge who have 
won four out of four since departing with Colin Calderwood 
the day after our 4-0 win at The Abbey Stadium.

SWINDON TOWN vs GRIMSBY TOWN

Swindon have had to grind a couple of their last results out 
after defeat against Colchester but they have responded 
pretty much as they had to and are three games unbeaten 
again. The Mariners have also responded as they would 
have hoped under Ian Holloway, and they have won three 
of five games unbeaten.

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 33 19 6 8 57 36 21 63

2 Exeter City 33 18 9 6 50 36 14 63

3 Crewe Alexandra 33 18 7 8 60 40 20 61

4 Plymouth Argyle 33 18 7 8 54 37 17 61

5 Cheltenham Town 32 14 12 6 47 26 21 54

6 Port Vale 34 14 12 8 46 40 6 54

7 Colchester United 34 13 13 8 47 34 13 52

8 Northampton Town 33 15 7 11 47 36 11 52

9 Bradford City 34 13 12 9 41 35 6 51

10 Forest Green Rovers 34 12 10 12 41 39 2 46

11 Salford City 34 11 11 12 44 44 0 44

12 Cambridge United 34 12 8 14 38 44 -6 44

13 Walsall 34 12 7 15 35 46 -11 43

14 Crawley Town 34 9 14 11 45 46 -1 41

15 Grimsby Town 32 10 11 11 38 40 -2 41

16 Newport County 31 10 10 11 27 27 0 40

17 Leyton Orient 34 9 11 14 43 52 -9 38

18 Oldham Athletic 34 8 13 13 37 52 -15 37

19 Scunthorpe United 33 9 9 15 41 50 -9 36

20 Mansfield Town 34 8 11 15 46 53 -7 35

21 Carlisle United 33 8 11 14 33 50 -17 35

22 Macclesfield Town 34 7 15 12 32 40 -8 30

23 Morecambe 34 7 9 18 32 56 -24 30

24 Stevenage 34 3 13 18 23 45 -22 22

Carlisle United vs Morecambe
Brunton Park, 15:00
Cheltenham Town vs Mansfield Town
The Jonny-Rocks Stadium, 15:00
Crawley Town vs Stevenage
The People’s Pension Stadium, 15:00
Crewe Alexandra vs Macclesfield Town
The Alexandra Stadium, 15:00
Leyton Orient vs Oldham Athletic
The Breyer Group Stadium, 15:00
Newport County vs Bradford City
Rodney Parade, 15:00
Northampton Town vs Exeter City
The PTS Academy Stadium, 15:00
Plymouth Argyle vs Cambridge United
Home Park, 15:00
Salford City vs Colchester United
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Forest Green Rovers
Sands Venue Stadium, 15:00
Swindon Town vs Grimsby Town
County Ground, 15:00
Walsall vs Port Vale
The Banks’s Stadium, 15:00
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

BRADFORD CITY
The Peninsula Stadium
Saturday 7th March, 15:00

The Bantams are our next opponents here at The Peninsula 
Stadium at the beginning of March.

Tickets go on sale at 10am on Monday 24th, and can be 
bought from the ticket office during opening hours, or online.
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

EXETER CITY
St. James Park
Saturday 14th March, 15:00

We trek back down to the south coast in a few weeks to 
take on automatic promotion hopefuls Exeter.

Tickets are now on sale from the ticket office during opening 
hours. Adults: £23, Seniors/Students: £20, Under-18s: £11. 
Coach tickets are £15 return, departing at 6:30am.

NExt UP
MACCLESFIELD TOWN
Moss Rose / Saturday 29th February, 15:00

February ends with a short hop to Macclesfield Town. Match tickets can be bought directly from Macclesfield on the day, or in 
advance online. Adults £15, Over-65 and Under-25s £12, Under-18s £6, Under-12s £3 (John Askey Terrace pricing).

By Road - Your route to Macclesfield may vary depending on where you are travelling from. Head for Macclesfield and Moss 
Rose is on the south side of the town, right on the A523. There is “ample” street parking. Journey time from Salford: 45m - 1h.
By Rail - Macclesfield station is just over a mile from the ground. Direct trains run frequently from Manchester Piccadilly with 
return fares for Adults starting at about £5.
By Coach - A first coach has been sold out and we are taking interest in an additional coach. Please email 
tickets@salfordcityfc.co.uk with your name and how many seats you require and we’ll make a decision as soon as possible.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.



Colchester United

#WeAreSalford

Head Coach
John McGreal

01. Dean Gerken
02. Ryan Jackson
03. Cohen Bramall
04. Tom Lapslie
05. Luke Prosser
06. Omar Sowunmi
07. Courtney Senior
08. Harry Pell
09. Luke Norris
11. Paris Cowan-Hall
13. Theo Robinson
14. Brandon Comley
15. Callum Harriott
18. Tom Eastman
19. Ollie Kensdale
21. Ryan Clampin
22. Tafari Moore
23. Louis Dunne
24. Ben Stevenson
26. Luke Gambin
29. Ethan Ross
32. Bailey Vose
37. Andre Hasanally
40. Michael Fernandes
45. Frank Nouble
49. Kwame Poku

Salford City

Manager
Graham Alexander

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Ash Eastham
07. Luke Armstrong
09. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
12. Kyle Letheren
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
32. Jake Jervis
34. Alex Doyle
43. Darron Gibson
44. Craig Conway
45. Ash Hunter
47. George Tanner
49. James Wilson

Referee: Andy Haines
Assistants: Simon Clayton & Danny Gratton

Fourth Official: Gary Hilton


