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The transfer window is now closed and we believe the 
squad we have gradually assembled over the last six 
months is strong and has the quality to win games.

As always when introducing new players it takes time 
for them to settle in, some quicker than others, but we’ve 
already had a glimpse of the quality we have introduced. 

I believe we already had a group of great professionals 
who make it easy for anyone to integrate into, which 
undoubtedly helps these lads show their full value. I’m 
also confident that you the supporters, will quickly show 
the backing you give anyone pulling on our red shirt.

We’ve picked up some valuable wins recently and shown 
for good spells what we’re capable of, the challenge is to 
continue that form and show the consistency needed at this 
stage of the season. 

Good afternoon and welcome back to The Peninsula 
Stadium for today’s game against Crawley Town, and I 

would like to extend that to John Yems, his players, staff 
and the travelling Crawley fans and officials.

The players are certainly determined to do just that and it’s 
important each individual attempts to produce his best for 
his team mates at every moment. 

The value of the squad has always been at the centre 
of everything we do, and if we are to be successful this 
season, that is where our strength will lie.

Get behind your team as always and enjoy the game.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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Liam
HOGAN

Hello everybody and welcome to The Peninsula Stadium 
for this afternoon’s home game against Crawley Town.

With both matches on the road last week we return looking 
to really focus on improving our home form and it’s crucial 
at this stage of the season we start by picking up wins. 

It was a productive week with four points to add to the tally 
a home win would really keep us within the play-off chase. 

Last time out Crawley were victors and they have been in 
good form of late. We have an unbeaten run of five games 
in all competitions that if we can continue it will be timely 
and welcome going into the final part of the season. 

With improvements to the squad being added in the window 
we have a greater depth of quality to call on with the 
players knowing they must produce their best. 

The level of the group has gone up a notch and training has 
been excellent. We are looking to today’s opportunity to get 
a winning result and put in a great performance. 
Thanks for the support we received for last week’s journeys, 
and continually over the course of the season.

We are into the final third of the year so please continue to 
get behind us and hopefully there are some big moments 
for us to enjoy together.

Enjoy the game,
Hoges
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So, we’ve now entered the final three months of the 
regular season with most clubs having 15/16 matches left 
to play. As we stand nobody has opened up a 20-point 
plus lead as is the case in the Premier League so we have 
to assume League Two is a bit more of a competition.

But who’s going to end up with the winner’s pennant, who 
will fill the other automatic promotion spots and who is 
going to qualify for the play-offs? Is it still too early to say 
for certain? Are there dark horses out there who are going 
to come galloping through in the final matches? And could 
Salford City be in that category?

I know I’m stating the obvious here but it’s consistency of 
performances which wins a league. Some might argue that 
the team in a division which possesses the better players 
will come out on top but unless those quality players are 
consistent over the nine months of the season the cream 
won’t necessarily stay at the top. But do you have to be 
consistent for 46 games? Can you afford to go off the boil? 

Teams can have blips but when they have a dip in form 
they still need, for the most part, to be producing a standard 
better than their opposition.

On our journeys around the country following the fortunes 
of Salford City FC we always take the opportunity to speak 
with the officials of our host club. As a totally new club at 
Football League level we are on a massive learning curve 
and we try, as it were, to pick the brains of the longer 
established clubs to try and discover what their opinions of 
League Two are and what is required to be successful at 
the level.

And it’s that ‘consistency’ word which gets repeated time 
after time. Everyone seems in agreement that it’s a strange 
division this season. Take last weekend’s opposition Port 

Vale, on the previous Tuesday they had come from behind 
to defeat Exeter City but their experience was one of taking 
full points in a game they might have expected to lose while 
dropping points in a game they might have been more 
confident about winning. 

If we go back to the end of October (after 15 matches) the 
top seven clubs were Crewe, Cheltenham, FGR, Bradford, 
Newport, Exeter and Swindon. Come forward to the end of 
January (with 30 games played) and the top seven read 
Swindon, Crewe, Plymouth, Exeter, Northampton, Colchester 
and Cheltenham – four teams remained and three new 
ones had come in. So, should we be inclined to think the 
promotion spots lie between Swindon, Crewe, Exeter and 
Cheltenham?

I think there are managers of clubs not on that list who 
would suggest that with a consistent run of positive results 
they could yet be challengers.

On another topic. Over the years, in this column, I’ve often 
bemoaned the lack of coverage given to the football club 
in the local print media. For the last few years other than a 
weekly through the door ‘freebie’ paper – which actually 
had more content featuring areas outside the city – Salford 
did not have its own newspaper. 

Thankfully that has changed in recent weeks with the arrival 
of the Salford City News. It’s good to see images and text 
relating to our club (and the rugby club) and hopefully as 
the enterprise develops more sporting organisations will get 
their activities featured on a regular basis. The paper isn’t 
a ‘freebie’ and is available from newsagents for 80 pence 
each Friday. Please give it your support.

Frankly
Speaking
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We all have mental health, just like physical health. We 
will all face ups and downs in life which will affect it. 
Some days we won’t feel ourselves.

Over the past two seasons, the EFL has joined forces with 
Mind, the mental health charity, to help improve football’s 
approach to mental health and raise awareness around the 
country.

Now, through the Heads Up campaign, this conversation 
is about to get bigger, as men’s and women’s football is 
coming together in the name of mental health. 

Over two weekends in February, every football team from 
across the Premier League, English Football League, The 
National League, The Barclays Women’s Super League, The 
FA Women’s Championship and The FA Women’s National 
League will dedicate their matches to Heads Up.

With 15 million football fans in England, football has the 
power to bring the nation together to kick off the biggest 
ever conversation on mental health.

The Heads Up Weekends will highlight the power of talking 
as a way to support one another and normalise what can 
be thought of as a difficult subject, with activity planned at 
fixtures across the men’s and women’s football calendar.

Over 8-9th February and 15th-16th February, clubs across 
the nation will display the Heads Up emblem across 
stadiums, programmes and player kit, in a major unifying 
moment that aims to get the nation talking about mental 
health.

The weekend will further highlight the important work 
taking place across football to improve the approach to 
mental health in football. This includes the EFL and Mind’s 
ground-breaking charity partnership, which began in 2018 
and has provided increased visibility, important training and 
support for Clubs, staff and fans, and raised vital funds for 
the mental health charity. 

Whether or not you or someone you know is struggling, or 
if you just want to help stop stigma, kick off a conversation 
about mental health this weekend. 

Visit www.headstogether.org.uk/Heads-Up or join the 
conversation at #KickOffAConversation and #HeadsUp .

If you need urgent support, text ‘HeadsUp’ to 85258 to 
connect with a trained crisis volunteer who will chat to them 
by text message.This service is available 24/7 and free to 
text from most mobile networks. It is run by ‘Shout’, powered 
by Crisis Text Line and is a legacy of the HRHs’ Heads 
Together campaign.

This weekend Salford City is uniting with football clubs 
across the country to kick off the biggest ever conversation 

on mental health!
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
5. Liam Hogan (c)
9. Adam Rooney
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
45. Ashley Hunter

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal (GK)
4. Oscar Threlkeld
7. Luke Armstrong
11. Tom Elliott (75)

17. Richie Towell
44. Craig Conway

Port Vale

1. Scott Brown
2. James Gibbons
4. Luke Joyce
5. Leon Legge (c)
7. David Worrall
10. Tom Conlon
19. David Amoo
20. Scott Burgess
21. Richie Bennett
24. Mitch Clarke
28. Shaun Brisley

Substitutes

30. Jonny Maddison (GK)
9. Tom Pope
12. Will Atkinson
13. Mark Cullen
18. Callum Evans
22. Ryan Lloyd
23. Ryan Campbell-Gordon

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

7 6

Salford Vale

4
7

Salford Vale

2 2

Salford Vale

10 11

Salford Vale

Match
REport

Tom Elliott’s second goal in three Salford City appearances 
since joining from Millwall grabbed a point at Vale Park in a 
tight game between two sides both still in the running for a 

play-off position.

vs. Port Vale
Sky Bet League Two
Vale Park
01/02/20, 15:00

The Ammies began to exert some real pressure after that 
and Bruno Andrade finished off a left-flank run with a cross 
to the far post. Rooney was closing in, but Clark got in a 
vital interception. Port Vale had some defending to do and 
a dangerous Andrade cross had to be headed behind for a 
corner. That one came to nothing, but the next  – delivered 
from the right by Ibou Touray – almost did the trick. Skipper 
Liam Hogan is yet to open his league scoring account for 
the season but came ever so close here as he met the 
delivery six-yards out with a header that flashed inches 
over the bar. 

With 15 minutes to play, the goal Salford had been 
threatening for a while arrived courtesy of the two recently 
introduced substitutes. Scott Wiseman’s throw-in on the right 
went short to Richie Towell who escaped Conlon’s attention 
then lofted a high cross that dropped towards the far post. 
If you’re going to let anybody slip away from your marking 
inside the box, Elliott should not be the first choice and the 
big striker rose high just a couple of yards out to head home 
his first league goal for the Ammies.

Both sides looked for a winner during the time that 
remained, although once again chances would be at 
a premium for a little while. With four minutes left Tom 
Conlon’s rising shot from distance was held by Letheren 
and Salford were next to go on the offensive. Hunter 
picked up possession deep on the right before sliding a 
low diagonal pass that played Rooney into space. The 
Ammies’ top scorer took a steadying touch before hitting 
a low, angled drive from 15 yards that beat Brown, only to 
pass outside the far post.

A great chance to secure a third successive away win for 
Salford  but the game was still all-square as it entered six 
minutes of time added on. Conlon had a left-of-centre shot 
deflected wide for a corner that Worrall delivered from the 
left. Big defender Leon Legge was on the end of it but his 
header from distance on the right dropped over the bar.

The final whistle meant that the two sides would take a 
point apiece, not an unfair resolution to a hard-fought, tight 
game played in a spoiling wind.

Tom Elliot’s equaliser 15 minutes from time rescued a 
point and extended Salford City’s unbeaten run to five 
games. A Cameron Burgess own goal had put Vale ahead 
10 minutes into the second half but the Ammies displayed 
their customary resolve to return home with a deserved 
share of the spoils.

At a windswept Vale Park the game got off to a tentative 
start, although Vale were almost gifted a goal in the fifth 
minute. Burgess’ header back to Kyle Letheren was a little 
short of legs and Salford’s keeper had to be quick off the 
mark to get to the ball before Richie Bennett. Soon after that 
Scott Burgess had a go from 22 yards out and left of centre 
only to see his effort drop over the crossbar. On the quarter 
hour David Worrall’s right-footed corner from the left was 
swinging in, forcing Letheren to clear with a double-fisted 
punch.

A handful of Vale half-chances, and although Salford had 
spent little time in their opponents’ half they could have 
gone ahead in the 20th minute. Jack Baldwin’s lobbed cross 
from the left dropped to the far post where the stretching 
Adam Rooney’s touch lifted the ball over the bar. The final 
incident of note before half-time came when Bennett 
collected a ball from the left, only to be foiled by 
Letheren as he tried to poke home from close range.

Not the best of halves, played in difficult conditions, but the 
second 45 minutes would certainly be an improvement. An 
early Brandon Thomas-Asante effort was blocked by Vale’s 
Shaun Brisley and five minutes after the restart Vale very 
nearly went ahead. David Amoo had looked dangerous at 
times and here a powerful run took him into the box on the 
right, only for his angled shot to be saved at the near post 
by Letheren. 

A decent chance for the home side and a stroke of luck 
would put them ahead with 55 minutes played. Clarke 
did the hard work, surging into the box from the left before 
driving a powerful cross towards the near post. Burgess 
raised a foot high on the edge of the six-yard box in an 
attempt to cut it out, only to divert the ball into his own 
net despite a touch from Letheren.
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Never having visited the Cotswolds I had been looking 
forward to our visit to Gloucestershire since the fixtures 
appeared last summer. Based on the outskirts of the small 
town of Nailsworth the journey appeared a simple one but 
we surpassed ourselves this time. 

I’ll offer two excuses as to why we ended up passing 
Stockport heading in the direction of Sheffield; firstly 
everybody was distracted by the conversation so we 
couldn’t hear Jane’s instructions and secondly the sun was 
very low in the sky and it made reading the signposts very 
difficult! Having left the M5 both the SatNav and the RAC 
Route Planner directions took us on the pretty scenic route 
climbing up into the hills and along country lanes before 
bringing us out at the mini roundabout at the EESI Stadium. 
I think a similar route was taken by the supporters’ coach.

Like ourselves Forest Green Rovers have had their fair 
share of media coverage over recent seasons. Founded as 
far back as 1889 the club had a long non-league pedigree 
being the first club to reach the finals of both the FA Vase 
and FA Trophy before they were taken over by green 
energy industrialist Dale Vince in 2010. This is where all the 
publicity comes in as he set about creating the world’s first 
vegan football club. Also introduced were such things as 
solar panels, an organic pitch (which, if I’m honest, wasn’t 
in the best of condition) which is cut by a robot lawn 
mower making use of GPS technology and a kit made 
from bamboo. Club colours also changed!

A bit like Salford’s Peninsula Stadium their home 
ground, The New Lawn, finds itself hemmed in for future 
development and plans are afoot for a new multi-purpose 
complex to include a 5,000-seater stadium (which will be 
constructed almost entirely of wood) to be built close to the 

M5 motorway. 

After a first ever vegan lunch (which I have to say was 
enjoyable) in the presence of author Jilly Cooper – a FGR 
supporter - it was on to the game. When Forest Green left 
Salford with a 4-0 victory under their belts at the end of 
September it has to be said they looked a very strong outfit. 
They haven’t been able to maintain that form though and 
although they knocked the ball around well enough, they 
weren’t as incisive this time.

Salford got off to the best of starts when an Ibou Touray 
free kick deceived the whole of the home defence as it 
nonchalantly fell into the Rovers net to give us a third 
minute lead. We didn’t keep our noses in front for long 
though as less than 10 minutes later Josh March equalised 
hammering home a cross from the right-hand side. The sides 
went in level at the break, Ash Hunter going closest for 
The Ammies striking the base of the post from the acutest 
of angles.

10 minutes into the second half and a Touray corner was 
cleared only as far as Michael O’Connor who did well to 
keep his shot down and past Adam Smith in the home net. 
With 15 minutes remaining the nerves set in as Richie 
Towell was presented with his second yellow card and a 
re-enactment of the battle of the Alamo ensued. Then in 
time added on off went Hunter but the Salford Nine held 
out for an excellent three points.

Attendance was 2,707 (132 from Salford). A more acceptable 
A5 size 56-page programme was on sale for £3. The return 
journey went without a hitch – down the hill, a left turn and 
straight to the Motorway.

on the road
Frank McCauley re-tells his visit to Forest Green Rovers 

where we won 2-1 back in January.
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray (89)

9. Adam Rooney (32, 51p)

15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
23. Nathan Pond
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
45. Ashley Hunter (55)

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal (GK)
5. Liam Hogan
7. Luke Armstrong
17. Richie Towell
32. Jake Jervis
44. Craig Conway

Cambridge United

1. Dimitar Mitov
2. Kyle Knoyle
3. Dan Jones
5. Greg Taylor (c)
8. Liam O’Neil
10. George Maris
16. Harry Darling
18. Victor Adeboyejo
22. Paul Lewis
26. Harvey Knibbs
34. Idris El Mizouni

Substitutes

25. Callum Burton (GK)
4. George Taft
7. Luke Hannant
9. Andrew Dallas
11. Harrison Dunk
17. Leon Davies
19. Reggie Lambe

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

10 11

Salford Cambridge

3

8

Salford Cambridge

3
2

Salford Cambridge

11 11

Salford Cambridge

Match
REport

A rampaging second half performance saw Salford record 
both their biggest margin of victory in the EFL, and a first EFL 

‘double’ at Cambridge United courtesy of Adam Rooney’s 
brace, Ash Hunter’s first goal for the club and Ibou Touray!

vs. Cambridge United
Sky Bet League Two
The Abbey Stadium
28/01/20, 19:45

trip and the referee pointed straight to the spot. Heated 
protests from the home side were waved away and Rooney 
shimmed his way up to take the penalty. On Saturday 
he’d had a spot-kick saved by the Oldham keeper but this 
time Dimitar Mitov dived to his right only for the ball to be 
planted low to his left.  

A hammer blow for the U’s and there would be worse to 
come just three minutes later. This was a goal of rare quality 
as Liam Hogan lifted a pass from the right to the far side of 
the box where Hunter leaned to meet the ball with a low, 
first-time shot that beat Mitov on its way inside his far post. 
A tremendous finish from the Fleetwood Town loanee and a 
great way to record a first goal in the colours of Salford City.

That left Cambridge with a huge mountain to climb and 
in truth they would never look likely to make inroads into 
what was a healthy Ammie advantage. Graham Alexander’s 
side looked composed all over the park, and particularly 
in defence where they dealt competently with every attack 
that the U’s could muster.

11 minutes from time substitute Richie Towell slammed in a 
rising 25-yarder from right-of-centre that swerved its way 
towards the top corner. It would have been another 
memorable goal, yet Mitov reacted with an impressive 
save as he tipped the ball wide for a corner. 

In the 84th minute Andrade met Hunter’s pass to the right 
with a low shot that was well held by Mitov. The keeper 
would have no answer to Salford’s fourth goal of the 
evening however, scored with just a couple of minutes to 
play. There seemed to be relatively little danger as Touray 
advanced on the left, just outside the box. The Ammies’ 
left-back has developed an eye for goal this season and he 
caught Mitov out with a rasping, rising effort that beat the 
keeper at his near post to drop a big, juicy cherry on Salford 
City’s victory cake. 

A fine finish to cap an impressive second half performance 
from the Ammies and the travelling fans - modest in 
numbers, yet unrivalled in level of support - had a warm 
glow as they wandered off into the crisp Cambridgeshire night. 

Hosts Cambridge United would have been disappointed 
to trail at the interval, but the Ammies started the second 
half in fine fashion and ultimately their margin of victory 
could have been even more emphatic. A brace from Adam 
Rooney and stunners from Ash Hunter and Ibou Touray 
made this a memorable evening for the die-hard travelling 
support who had cheered on their side for the 90 minutes.

The evening’s entertainment got underway and after a few 
minutes of fruitless Salford possession, the home side had 
the ball in the net. Victor Adeboyejo’s run into the box on 
the left took him to the line, and his cross was a good one. 
Paul Lewis was there at the far post, six yards out, to steer a 
header inside the upright, only for his joy to be short-lived. 
The match officials decided that the ball had been just out 
of play when Adeboyejo swung the cross in and the ‘goal’ 
was chalked off.

By that time The U’s had found their feet and were 
beginning to look threatening. Midway through the first 
half Adeboyejo collected a throw-in from the left, then 
turned sharply to strike a low effort from 20 yards. The shot 
had real pace, and Kyle Letheren did well to drop down 
and hold on to the ball. Salford were under considerable 
pressure and within another minute Idris El-Mizouni let fly 
from 25 yards, forcing Letheren to tip the ball over the bar. 
The U’s were on top, but about to suffer something of a 
sucker punch. Just past the half-hour Salford moved the 
ball forward quickly, with Scott Wiseman’s pass picking out 
Bruno Andrade’s run on the right. The former Lincoln winger 
delivered a ball towards the near post, with Rooney losing 
his marker to steer home a first-time finish.

Cambridge were determined to restore parity before the 
break and Adeboyejo did well to control inside the box 
before nudging a pass back for El-Mizouni. The Ipswich 
Town loanee drilled in a low shot from 20 yards but 
once again Letheren was able to make the save. Colin 
Calderwood’s side might have justifiably harboured hopes 
of turning the game in their favour, but the opening 10 
minutes of the second half effectively condemned them to 
defeat. In the 51st minute Brandon Thomas-Asante’s run into 
the left-hand side of the box was curtailed by a Greg Taylor 
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We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

The transfer window slammed shut a week yesterday, 
a timely reminder that the run in to the end of the 2019-
2020 season is well underway. Of course, that pesky 
window doesn’t affect non-league clubs too much and 
outside the top four divisions things are warming up 
locally.

In the National League Stockport County are well placed for 
an assault on the play-offs, bolstered by the recent signing 
of Lois Maynard and loan transfer of Danny Lloyd until the 
end of the season. The Edgeley Park club have been taken 
over by local businessman Mark Stott and long-suffering 
Hatters fans can now turn thoughts towards a return to The 
EFL in the near future.

At the other end of the Step One spectrum are Chorley, 
currently bottom of the table and eight points adrift of 21st 
placed Chesterfield. Salford midfielder Martin Smith has 
re-signed for the Magpies on loan until the end of the 
season and played in the very creditable draw at Yeovil 
Town last week.

The National League North seems destined to be won 
by either Kings Lynn Town or York City, with Chester and 
in-form Altrincham currently occupying play-off places. The 
Robins added another three points to their promotion pot on 
Tuesday evening, walloping AFC Telford United 5-2 at Moss 
Lane with former Ammies Jordan Hulme and Josh Hancock 
bagging a brace a-piece.

Curzon Ashton, where Josh Askew is spending the season 
on loan, are a few points clear of the relegation places.

Step 3 next, and the highest placed local team in the 
Northern Premier League are FC United of Manchester, 
currently 4th and looking a fair bet for a play-off place. 
Manager Neil Reynolds has steadied the ship following 
last season’s relegation and on Tuesday evening guided 
the Red Rebels into the final of the Manchester Premier 
Cup courtesy of a 2-1 win over Irlam. Elsewhere Stalybridge 
Celtic and Hyde United have their eyes on the play-offs, 
although Radcliffe’s season appears to be faltering 
following the departure of manager Jon Macken.

At the bottom end of the table Atherton Collieries and 
Ashton United are both teetering over the creaking 
relegation trapdoor. Last Monday the two sides were poised 

to meet in a crunch match at Colls, with the added spice of 
former manager Michael Clegg returning to his old stamping 
grounds with Ashton. Unfortunately, the wet weather put 
paid to that game (and my plans for Tuesday evening).

Down at Step 4, resurgent Ramsbottom United are currently 
top of the North West Division, following an impressive run 
that has yielded seven wins from the last eight games. The 
most recent of those was a thumping 3-0 win at Droylsden 
last Saturday, with former Salford favourite Jamie Rother 
playing in midfield.

Trafford have some work to do if they’re going to make 
the play-off places, although they booked a place in the 
Manchester Premier Cup final on Tuesday evening thanks to 
a 3-2 home win over Droylsden. 

A disappointing week for the Bloods, but they look to have 
done enough to secure NPL football last season. 

Plymouth Argyle’s visit the Peninsula Stadium restricts 
opportunities for a non-league fix during the coming week. 
This column will catch up on North West Counties affairs in 
the programme for that match, with the only local-ish game 
coming on Wednesday when Burscough travel to Longridge 
Town.

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin surmises the standings and recent results 
from the local non-league sides.
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THE ULTIMATE MATCHDAY 
AT HOTEL FOOTBALL

Our first January Transfer Window has been a busy one 
with eight new players coming through the door, as well 
as a few departures. As Sporting Director, Chris Casper 

has a crucial role in bringing those players in, as well as 
helping to manage and maintain a healthy squad size. 

We took some time out with him to discuss how the new 
signings, and how recruitment works…

chris casper
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I have to start off by saying that as a media team we are 
privileged to be in a couple of messaging groups - out of 
necessity than anything else I hasten to add - that give 
us notice about who is joining, or potentially joining, the 
club. However it does also mean that at quite short notice 
sometimes we can be on the move. That’s because 
January offers a short space of time not just that clubs 
can do business, but that players are around or available for.

As an example, James Wilson arrived in Salford late on 
Thursday night and was due to fly back to Aberdeen on 
the Friday morning once his move to The Peninsula Stadium 
was complete. That means that even with some advance 
warning that a signing may be happening, the reality was 
we had a couple of hours to prepare announcements, 
conduct interviews, take photos and turn it all around for 
the unveiling, plus prepare as normal for Saturday’s game.
 
The other reality is that there is a lot more work, effort and 
time that goes into signings. Although left late to do the 
actual deal, the process of bringing in players starts long 
before the final 24 hours of January when Sky Sports 
reporters are lurking up and down the country.
 
“We got to a stage in October-November time and we 
looked at the squad, and for where we want to get to and 
what we’re looking to achieve this season, we knew we had 
to improve the squad,” says Chris Casper.
 
“There have been opportunities given to players, and rightly 
so, but I think it got to the stage where for what we want 
to achieve we needed to improve and I think these eight 
will improve us drastically, there’s no question about that 
because they’re good quality players to add to a good 
quality squad already.
 
“Adding those players will take us onto the next level and 
hopefully we can get into the play-offs and achieve what 
we’re looking to achieve, and that’s promotion.”
 
Behind the scenes is a nationwide team of scouts that 
are continually watching players, following up on leads, 
monitoring progress and reporting it all back to the club. 
Led by former Wigan Athletic, Bolton Wanderers and 
Motherwell defender Greg Strong, the scouts analyse and 
scrutinise player performances and attributes to see if they 
match up to a Salford City profile.
 
“We’ve got our Head of Scouting, Greg Strong who’s got a 
lot of good experience in the game as a player, manager, 
coach and as a Head Scout, and he’s done a lot of good 
work with a team of part-time scouts that are out every 
Saturday and two or three times during the week as well. 
 
“We have certain positions that we identify that we need to 
improve on and we have player profiles, so when we look 
at a player, we’ve identified and know what a Salford City 
player looks like.
 
“When a player is identified, the intelligence and information 
on the player can come from a scout, from an agent, it can 
come from a club, it can come from a lot of sources. We then 
watch the player and compare him against the player 
profiles of the Club and see if he could be a Salford City 
player. 

 “That information and data comes back in to Greg and then 

myself and Greg meet twice a week and speak every day 
to discuss the players. We’ll then continue to refine the list 
of players and develop a target list that we’ll present to the 
manager. It’s important the information is also shared with 
the Board and I also work closely with the Chairman and 
Gary in particular, during the recruitment process. 
 
“We do as much intelligence and background on the player 
as possible so things like injury record, social media use as 
well can be quite telling of a player and their character, we 
try and get references off past coaches that have worked 
with them, managers, obviously the analysis and the 
subjective analysis of the scout, and when we put all that 
together and they fit into what need then we speak to the 
club, speak to the agent and speak to the player and try to 
recruit them and bring them in.
 
“So it’s a long process, it’s not just ‘he’s available, go and 
get him’, there’s a lot of hard work and process that goes on 
underneath and there’s a lot of times where Greg and I will 
speak and have meetings with our scouts throughout the 
year. It’s important everyone is part of the identification 
process as we have good people with a lot of experience 
going to lots of games and watching players and their 
contribution and opinion is vital! When we get a consistent 
message and recommendation that we should sign a player, 
then that’s when we go all out and try to sign him. 
 
“You don’t always get the player you want, that’s life, but 
I think over the last three years we’ve made some very 
good signings and in the window just gone, another eight 
top quality players have joined us. Throughout the time I’ve 
been here there’s been players that haven’t signed for 
whatever reason, you always get them, it doesn’t always 
fit, they don’t always fit, or for whatever reason it doesn’t 
quite work, you can’t take it personally and you just get on 
with it.”
 
While much of the focus is on speculation - who clubs are 
bringing in, how much they’re paying, which club will outbid 
which, what player will be drawn by a former manager - 
January is also a time for players to go out. The last few 
weeks have seen Jake Beesley sign for Solihull Moors, Tom 
Walker depart for AFC Fylde, and this week Lois Maynard 
signed for Stockport County, joining Danny Lloyd who is on 
loan there. 
 
“A lot of the work in the transfer window is about players 
leaving as well because you’ve got to free space up in the 
squad, you’ve got to give the manager a good sized squad 
to work with. You can have too many players, because 
when you’re doing your work on the training ground 
having too many players can be detrimental to the work the 
Manager and Coaches are doing, so the squad number is 
always at the forefront of things to make sure that we’ve 
got the right sized squad. 
 
“Obviously it’s down to the manager; he picks the team, 
he picks the tactics, that’s his role and that’s what he’s at 
the club for. If he decides that he’s no longer going to use 
a player or he’s not going to pick a player, then there’s a 
decision to be made on which player has to make way.
 
“I’d like to think if you look at our record over the last three 
years its good… Tom Walker joined from FC United, he was 
on a non-contract there and he’s just signed a two or three 
year deal at Fylde on a good contract. Jake Beesley was 
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the same, being released from Chesterfield and he’s now 
gone to Solihull on a three-and-a-half year deal. These lads 
are in a much better position than when they joined us and 
they’ve also brought in money with the transfer fee.
 
“You’d like to think that every player that comes in plays 
their part, enjoyed their time here and when they move on 
they’re in a better place and I think that can be said for most 
players. That’s one of our main values as a club to make 
sure that people are treated right. 
 
“That’s what happens in football, players move on, it 
evolves but as long as it’s done in the right way and players 
are spoken to honestly, you sit down and explain the 
situation, I think that’s the least you can do, treat people 
with the respect and honesty they deserve. 
 
“Lois has moved on now and hopefully he can go on and do 
what he did for us for Stockport. I spoke to him before and 
wished him all the best on behalf of the club and there were 
no hard feelings, he’s welcome back any time, and that’s the 
way we are at the club.
 
Also on loan are Carl Piergianni and Mani Dieseruvwe 
at Oldham Athletic, Mark Shelton at Hartlepool United, 
Devante Rodney at FC Halifax Town, and Martin Smith at 
Chorley. In addition to the Development Squad players who 
are also out on varying loans, it is an opportunity for all the 
players to play important minutes, gain experience, and 
improve themselves as much as possible.
 
“If you look at Devante [Rodney] last year he went to 
Halifax, scored nine or 10 goals, and got his chance back 
here although he was a bit unfortunate with the injury he 
picked up in pre-season to his cheek bone. Jake Beesley as 
well went out last year, got a lot of goals, came back and 
did ok for us and has now got a good move on the back of 
that so players that are going out to get match experience 
and games under their belt for their own development and 
progression, whether that be at Salford City or another 
good club.”
 
The Ammies have made a decent enough start to life in the 
EFL and ahead of today’s kick-off are eight points outside 
the play-offs in 11th, with 15 league games to go and a 
Leasing.com Trophy semi-final as well against Newport 
County.
 
“We’ve settled to life in the league ok, we’re in a position 
where we’ve given ourselves an opportunity to achieve 
what we want to achieve, and obviously that’s promotion 
or at least finishing in the top seven and see if we can get 
promotion via the play-offs.
 
“The Crewe game put a real marker in the sand that we can 
get a performance like we did and a result against a team 
currently second in the division, but there have been some 
encouraging performances throughout the season with not 
always the result we’ve been looking for.
 
“With the window that we’ve had and the quality of 
players that we’ve brought in, it will give us every chance 
to succeed in what we’re looking to achieve.
 
“At the club we aim to win every game. I can’t understand 
why any club wouldn’t and more importantly for the fans, 
I think it’s important that we put out a team in every 

competition that can go out and win a game and we’ve 
done that with the EFL Trophy.
 
“We’ve treated that competition with the respect it deserves 
and now we’re one game away from giving the fans another 
trip to Wembley which I know they enjoyed last year; to be 
able to do that again would be fantastic. It’s also fair to say 
the fans have been brilliant again this season, creating a 
great atmosphere at home, whilst the away following has 
been amazing. I was in the away end at Oldham and right 
from the first whistle the support was unbelievable and I 
know the players really appreciate that, as does everyone 
at the Club.
 
“Winning becomes a habit and we’ve got to keep those 
good habits and high standards that we set as much as 
possible, week in, week out.”
 
It’s not just the men’s team where winning is a habit to 
adopt. The Under-18s’ are enjoying their first season as a 
Category 4 academy and currently sit top of the EFL Youth 
Alliance North-West Division; Salford City Lionesses are 
top of the North West Women’s Regional Football League 
Division 1 South; and the latest addition to the teams here at 
Salford City, the Development Squad, has expanded rapidly 
and are also competing at a good level.
 
The whole Ammies spectrum is covered in Chris’ remit at 
the club, and they are all areas that like the men’s team 
have room for growth and development, and the capacity 
to perform at a higher level.
 
ACADEMY
 
“We’re a Category 4 academy at this moment in time which 
means that we run a programme for Under-17s, Under-18s 
and a Development Squad as well, which also started this 
year. 
 
“The coaches and staff have done a great job so far, they 
were going into a bit of the unknown going into that EFL 
Youth Alliance League with some traditionally strong teams 
in there like Tranmere, Oldham and Preston, and to be 
where they are at the minute they’re doing well… It’s about 
the development process in the academy but part of the 
development is actually winning. 
 
“It’s sometimes a dirty word in academies, I worked in 
academies for a long time and heard things like ‘it’s not 
about winning, it’s all about development’. Yeah it is, part 
of the development process is about learning to win and 
dealing with defeat, especially in the older ages when 
you’re looking at youth players and deciding if they’re 
going to be good enough to play in the first team. It’s a 
learning process.
 
“Young players have to learn how to play, they have to 
learn tactically, they have to learn technically and they 
have to learn about how to deal with pressure and a bit 
of expectation. 
 
“There’s nothing wrong with that in a 16, 17, 18-year-old as 
long as it’s done in the right way and it’s not detrimental 
to the learning and development process. If you put good 
performances together from my perspective whether that’s 
the men’s team, youth team, ladies team, development 
team, results will usually follow. I’ve been there, and we’ve 

been there as players, having that extra little bit to play 
for, gives you that extra buzz, gives you that extra bit of 
adrenaline, that’s the enjoyable part and it’s great to be 
part of a winning team. 
 
“They’ve done a fantastic job so far and the 10 Under-16s 
that we’ve signed as next season’s first year scholars are 
really exciting for us and hopefully we can start to achieve 
the target of getting players into the first team over the next 
three or four years.”
 
Much like first team recruitment, the process of bringing 
players into the academy is a continuously rolling wagon 
and the first year scholars for next season have already 
been signed up. With another strong cohort due to join us 
in July 2020 it’s sometimes mad to think that the academy 
only started in 2017, where developing players to maybe be 
ready for the National League was the target. Now with the 
trajectory of the club, there is a need for academy players 
to be prepared for a much higher level and that need is 
reflected in the recruitment.
 
“A Category 3 club or a Category 4 club can have the 
best scouts in the world regarding identifying players, but 
actually players wanting to come to the club is a different 
matter altogether. 
 
“It’s alright seeing a player, but to actually get them in, to 
get players like we’ve done especially this year is testament 
to, and actually reflects what people think about, our 
academy.
 
“They get given an outstanding coaching programme, an 

individual character development programme as well, we 
really focus on developing the person and not just the 
player.
 
“It’s really important that we emphasise that it’s not just 
about producing footballers, it’s producing people at the 
end of the day so when players are looking at what we’ve 
got and what we’re about, what we’re trying to achieve, 
the pathway that we’ve got and the belief that we’ve got in 
young players, it kind of makes the recruitment process for 
those players easier because we’ve got everything in place 
for them to learn and develop.
 
“Good players will want to come, and once you’ve got a 
couple of good players that also helps with your recruitment 
because good players want to play with other good players 
and they’ll join knowing that they’re going to be training 
with a high level of player day in, day out.”
 
The first cohort from 2017 had six graduates at the end of 
their two-year scholarship last summer, and they have now 
moved on to the Development Squad which was formed in 
the summer and is headed up by Warren Joyce. Alex Doyle 
became the first academy player to represent the club in 
the Football League, and with the direction of the club under 
the guidance of Joyce, there is little doubt he will be the 
only one.
 
While admittedly we haven’t been able to report too much 
on their progress, the growing squad has been busy with 
players out on loan and also playing friendlies with 
established clubs. There are ambitions for them to be 
part of a league next season, but for now they continue to 
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impress in their current setup.
 
“Warren’s record is second to none throughout the country 
with developing players at Manchester United, because 
of the work that he does with those young players and 
the care that he takes, the time that he takes with them. At 
Manchester United you get the best players in the country 
but you’ve still got to be able to shape them, and work with 
them and produce a Marcus Rashford.
 
“When we started we had a squad of five or six players 
from the youth team from last year, it was like a bridging 
squad really, but when we appointed Warren we got a lot of 
players, off the back of his reputation really, asking for trials 
so we thought it’s too good of an opportunity to miss.
 
“We were fortunate that we brought Brandon Thomas-Asante 
into that development squad; already he’s now moved up 
to be a regular member of the first team squad and he’s 
started games over the last few weeks. 
 
“We’ve got high hopes for a lot of those players, some of 
them are at a stage where it’s just a physical thing with 
them, that we are waiting for them to develop, and one 
thing we will do with a player is give them time to 
physically mature. 
 
“I think they’ve all been out on loan in the development 
squad, it gives them an opportunity to play men’s football 
at 3pm on a Saturday afternoon when winning means 
everything and the lads that have gone out, they’ve done 

themselves proud and they’ve done themselves justice.
 
“One of the most important things as well is they’ve 
represented the Club really well, the feedback that we’ve 
got is they’re good players, but they’re good people and 
they’ve represented the club to a really high standard.”
 
LIONESSES
 
“We’ve had a good start to this season as well, and they’re 
an important team at this club; as important as anything.
 
“The opportunity that the Lionesses provides for women in 
this area, in this community, to come and play for the club is 
great, and for their health and well being it’s important.
 
“From going full time just two years ago to where we’re 
at now, it’s grown very, very quickly and it will continue to 
do so.
 
“All the different aspects - the teams, the staff, the 
foundation, the fan base - they’re all growing. When I first 
came there were a few hundred fans against Kidderminster; 
now we’re up to 3-3,500 fans every week and hopefully that 
can continue to grow.
 
“The club is establishing itself, that’s what we need to do 
and by doing the right things day in, day out, week in, week 
out, it will continue to grow and hopefully we can get the 
club to where we want to get to.”
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club news

LOIS MAYNARD DEPARTS FOR STOCKPORT COUNTY

Midfielder Lois Maynard left the club this week to sign for 
National League side Stockport County.

The 31-year-old joined the Edgeley Park outfit on a two-
and-a-half year deal as they chase promotion back to the 
Football League.

Lois was a fan favourite here at The Peninsula Stadium after 
winning back-to-back promotions to bring us into League 
Two for the first time. He signed from Tranmere Rovers in 
2017 when we were in the National League North, and in 
94 appearances he played across three leagues in three 
seasons and scored nine goals in league and cup games.

This season he made his personal debut in the Football 
League and scored his first Football League goal, the 
winner away at Newport County at the start of November.

On behalf of everyone at the club we would like to thank 
Lois for his immense contributions during his time at The 
Peninsula Stadium, and wish him all the best in the future.

LEASING.COM TROPHY SEMI-FINAL CONFIRMED

The Ammies will travel to Newport County for the semi-final 
of the Leasing.com Trophy, after The Exiles beat Leicester 
City Under-21s at Rodney Parade on Tuesday night. 

Scott Bennett scored the only goal of the game in the 13th 
minute, finding the back of the net with a low shot after 
Leicester failed to clear a long throw.

Our fellow League Two side have been frequent visitors to 
Wembley in the last eight years, and should they win the 
semi-final it will be their fifth appearance at The National 
Stadium. Last season they were beaten in the play-off final 
by Tranmere Rovers, and in 2018 they played Tottenham 
Hotspur in the FA Cup.

Ticket prices have been confirmed at just £5 for Adults and 
£1 for Under-16s. Official Supporters Travel is available for 
£10 return, although a departure time is to be confirmed. 
Coaches will leave from the Henry Boddington.

This game is live on Sky Sports on Wednesday 19th Feb.
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  Coach Stations

  Hospitals
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Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which crest the ball is 
behind in this photo from Oldham (H)?

Who is this pretending to be a 
photographer on the way out to training?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Crawley Town was founded as Crawley Football Club, 
but added the Town moniker in 1958. They were a junior 
football club and were founder members of the West 
Sussex Football League before transferring to the 
Mid-Sussex League which they won in their second year.

The club disbanded at the end of 1934-35 but reformed in 
1938 and joined the Brighton, Hove & District League. In 1951 
Crawley entered the Sussex County League, then changed 
their status to an amateur club five years later in order to 
join the Metropolitan League and won the Metropolitan 
League Cup in 1959.

In 1962 Crawley joined the Southern League Division One, 
becoming a semi-professional team, and in 1968-69 they 
were promoted to the Premier Division although their stay 
lasted a season before relegation back to the First Division 
where they competed until John Maggs took them up again 
in 1983-84. During the next 20 years Crawley played in the 
Southern League Premier Division with success coming in 
the Sussex Senior Cup in 1990 and 1991.

The 1991-92 season also saw Crawley reach the FA Cup 
Third Round for the first time where they met Brighton & 
Hove Albion, having knocked out Northampton Town in 
the First Round. Although they lost 5-0, the game attracted 
18,301 fans and was a big boost for the club’s finances.

Towards the end of the decade, Crawley moved away from 

their Town Mead home where they had played since 1949. It 
was sold for re-development, and the club moved into their 
current home - now named the People’s Pension Stadium 
- ahead of the 1997-98 season. John Duly’s arrival in 1999 
saw the club step up and after Francis Vine led them to the 
League Cup and another Sussex Senior Cup triumph, they 
won the Southern League by 12 points the next season, with 
another League Cup victory in there too.

In 2005 the SA Group took control and decided the club 
should become full-time, but poor results at the start of the 
season saw Vine replaced by John Hollins. They finished 
17th, and were deducted three points at the end of the 
season for breaching the annual playing budget. It wasn’t 
the end of the financial problems and in June 2006 the 
club entered administration, only being saved late on. The 
2006-07 season started with a 10-point deduction which 
Crawley quickly wiped out, but results dipped and Hollins 
was replaced by John Yems for his first spell - as caretaker - 
and survival in the Conference was secured on the last day.

Steve Evans joined the club in May 2007, and in April 2008 
another new era started for the club when Prospect Estates 
Holdings Limited took control with former owner John Duly, 
and local businesswoman Susan Carter and former Director 
Bruce Winfield were also shareholders - later to become 
majority. After finishing a season debt-free, the club had 
attracted fresh investment which allowed Evans to build a 
squad who finished a club-best seventh in 2009-10.

Firstly the club embarked on a run to the FA Cup Fifth Round 
where they lost 1-0 to Manchester United at Old Trafford, but 
tragically in March 2011 Bruce Winfield lost his battle with 
cancer. In April 2011, Crawley were promoted to the Football 
League for the first time and finished the season with 105 
points. That season Crawley set the records for the most 
wins (31), fewest defeats (3), and most points.

Crawley made a good start in League Two and had another 
run to the FA Cup Fifth Round, losing 2-0 at home to Stoke 
City, then in April 2012 Evans resigned to take charge of 
Rotherham United. Caretaker Manager Craig Brewster still 
took Crawley to a second successive promotion and up to 
League One. Sean O’Driscoll was appointed in May 2012, 
but left for Nottingham Forest and Richie Baker took charge 
in August 2012 to guide Crawley to 10th. They finished the 
next season under John Gregory in 15th, playing 21 games 
in 10 weeks at the end of the season, and in December 2014 
Gregory stepped down to undergo a heart operation. Dean 
Saunders took over on an interim basis but couldn’t stop the 
club from relegation back to League Two after three years.

Mark Yates took over and Crawley finished 20th in their first 
season back in League Two before Ziya Eren became the 
new owner in March 2016 and replaced Yates with Dermot 
Drummy. He left to be replaced by Harry Kewell who led 
Crawley to 14th in 2017-18 before leaving for Notts County. 
His replacement was Gabriele Cioffi who was replaced by 
John Yems earlier this campaign.

Last season
19th - League Two

Founded
1896

Nickname
Red Devils
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Substitutes: Allarakhia (Bulman 74’), Bloomfield, German, 
McGill, Powell (Francomb 80’), Sesay (Grego-Cox 70’)

W3-1 vs Scunthorpe United, Sky Bet League Two

Morris

Doherty

Sendles-White

Grego-Cox

Bulman

Palmer

Lubala

Tunnicliffe

Francomb

Nadesan

Cogley

Last line-up

Under Gabriele Cioffi Crawley made a pretty bright start 
to the season but results tailed off and it cost the Italian 
his job at the start of December after 21 wins from 72 
games in charge.

The club moved quickly and brought in John Yems for a 
second spell on 5th December, initially on a deal until the 
end of the season but his upturn in results has seen him 
subsequently sign a deal until the end of the 2022-23 
season at The People’s Pension Stadium.

Yems has already taken charge of 12 games, with Crawley 
losing just twice - away at Oldham Athletic and Walsall. His 
first priority appears to have been making Crawley harder 
to break down, they kept three clean sheets in his first four 
games, and they have added a few more goals although 
they have conceded a few too and the third of those clean 
sheets, against Northampton Town on Boxing Day, was 
their last.

They have more importantly though found a way to get 
results with three wins in their last five games, and they are 
unbeaten at home since the end of November. In fact only 
Swindon Town, Exeter City, Crewe Alexandra and Walsall  
have won at The People’s Pension Stadium this season.

It is away from home where Crawley haven’t had as much 
joy with their last and only league win on the road coming 
against Leyton Orient on August 24th. However with home 
form as solid and reliable as it is at the moment there’s not 
too much cause for concern for Crawley and it’s not like 
they’ve lost all their games away; eight draws on the road 
is the joint-highest in the league with Cheltenham Town and 
Colchester United so they aren’t there to be walked over.

As for the squad, Bez Lubala made a storming start to the 
season with seven goals in the first nine games - including 
one in Crawley’s 2-0 win against us in the reverse fixture - 
and he is currently on 11 goals in 37 appearances. The man 
in form though is Ollie Palmer who has scored seven goals 
in his last five games, and scoring twice in three of those 
five. The 6’5 striker is the top scorer with 13 goals in 30 
appearances this season.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Crawley’s Broadfield Stadium is owned by the local council 
and has a capacity of 6,134. It hosts both Crawley and 
Brighton & Hove Albion’s Women’s team, and the record 
was set at 5,880 when Reading visited in the FA Cup (2013).

Most
Recent

2014-15

League One - 22nd

2015-16

League Two - 20th

2016-17

League Two - 19th

2017-18

League Two - 14th

2018-19

League Two - 19th

W L W D W
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John Yems return to the club for a second spell in 
December after the departure of Gabriele Cioffi, and the 
60-year-old has made an instant impact with Crawley 
picking up four wins and six draws from his opening 12 
games.

                   Yems first joined Crawley in the 2006-07 season
                           as one of three caretaker managers and he
                                  helped the club to avoid relegation from
                                       The Conference before leaving at the
                                            end of the season.

His experience prior to that was 
as a coach with Fulham and 
Millwall.

During his career he has also 
worked in scouting and other 
 coaching roles, working as both 
  with Grays Athletic before being 
  appointed as Assistant Manager
   at Exeter City in February 2008.

     His spell with The Grecians   
     lasted until July 2009, after 
     which he became a scout for
     Torquay United, then a coach
     at Gillingham.

     In 2012 Yems was appointed 
  as Football Operations manager

    at then-League One side AFC 
  Bournemouth, where he spent the 
next six years as they rose to the 

Premier League for the first time 
in their history until the end of the 

2017-18 season when he was told his 
contract would not be renewed.

Since then Yems has been a scout for several 
teams before being appointed on December 
5th, then signing an improved deal to keep 
him at Crawley until the end of 2022-23.

On extending his deal, he told the club 
website: “I’m delighted to be staying on at 
the club for the foreseeable future.

“Everyone has been first class since I’ve 
come in and the boys have really bought 
into what Lee and I are trying to put across 
to them.

“The fans have been really supportive of 
me since I’ve come in and the noise in the 
terraces and stands has been great so long 
may that continue!”

Glenn Morris
Signed: June 2016

The 36-year-old joined the club with the intention of being 
both a coach and a player, but established himself as 
number one and has played over 160 games. He came 
through the academy at Leyton Orient and made 150 first 
team appearances before spells at Southend United, 
Aldershot Town and Gillingham. He has been Player of the 
Year for the last three seasons.

01 Alfie Jones
Signed: August 2019

Young goalkeeper Jones signed for Crawley in the summer 
after being released by MK Dons. The 19-year-old had been 
a regular for The Dons’ Under-18s and worked with Crawley 
assistant coach Edu Rubio (who also joined from MK Dons 
in the summer).

He is yet to make his debut for the first team.

24

Tom McGill
Signed: LOAN (January 2020)

Young goalkeeper McGill signed on loan for the rest of the 
season from Brighton & Hove Albion. The 19-year-old has 
been a regular for the Under-23s this season after stepping 
up from the Under-18s, and last season had loan spells at 
Worthing, Greenwich Borough and Basingstoke Town. Born 
in Canada, he moved to England at a young age and has 
played for England from Under-15 to Under-19 level.

27

Josh Doherty
Signed: August 2017

The 23-year-old arrived at Crawley after a spell back in his 
native Northern Ireland. His career started with Watford in 
the academy and he made his debut for the club in 2014 
against Huddersfield Town. Following his release from The 
Hornets the left-back signed for Leyton Orient and had a 
loan spell at Altrincham, but he returned to The O’s and 
signed for Ards in Northern Ireland for a few months.

03 Joe McNerney
Signed: July 2015

Another longer-serving player at Crawley, powerful 
centre-back McNerney signed for the club in 2015 from 
Woking. The 30-year-old made over 250 appearances for 
The Cards and represented England C having come through 
their academy. He has since been a regular at the back for 
Crawley, and last season signed a contract extension to 
keep him at the club until 2021.

05

Tom Dallison
Signed: January 2019

The defender re-joined Crawley on a permanent deal in 
January 2019 after leaving Scottish Championship side 
Falkirk. The 24-year-old came through the academy at 
Brighton & Hove Albion, from where he had a loan spell in 
the 2015-16 season before returning because of injury. In 
January he signed a contract extension to keep him at the 
club until 2021.

06

Lewis Young
Signed: July 2014

One of Crawley’s longest-serving players, Young joined the 
club after a successful trial. He started his career at Watford 
and made two first team appearances before spells at 
Hereford United, Burton Albion, Northampton Town, Yeovil 
Town, and Aldershot. Able to play in midfield or more 
regularly at right-back, he has made nearly 250 
appearances for Crawley and scored five goals.

02

David Sesay
Signed: August 2018

Young full-back Sesay arrived at the club from Watford in 
2018, who he joined as a nine-year-old and played under 
Harry Kewell at Under-23 level. The 21-year-old Kenyan  
signed after a successful trial and made more regular 
appearances in the second half of last season having been 
used in the EFL Trophy. He is yet to score his first goal for 
the club, but has become a key member of the team.

18

John
Yems
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Dannie Bulman
Signed: May 2017

41-year-old Bulman returned to the club for a third spell in 
May 2017 after three years with AFC Wimbledon. After 
playing at Wycombe Wanderers and Stevenage, he first 
came to the club in August 2006 on loan and signed 
permanently before leaving for Oxford in 2009. He returned 
in 2010 and helped Crawley to back-to-back promotions, 
and this season is still going strong with 30 appearances.

21

Jordan Tunnicliffe
Signed: July 2019

The 26-year-old signed in the summer after a two-year 
spell at AFC Fylde who he helped to successive National 
League play-off campaigns. A former trainee at West Brom, 
the centre-back made a name for himself at Kidderminster 
Harriers in the National League and National League North 
before joining The Coasters where he scored 10 goals in 86 
league appearances.

19

Reece Grego-Cox
Signed: July 2018

After impressing on trial in the summer of 2018, Grego-Cox 
signed a two-year deal and an impressive first season saw 
him extend it in the summer. The 23-year-old progressed 
through the QPR academy and made his Premier League 
debut in 2015. He had a loan spell at Newport County 
before joining Woking, then in his first season at Crawley 
he scored twice in 32 appearances.

07

Jamie Sendles-White
Signed: September 2019

Former QPR academy player Sendles-White signed a 
one-year deal in September. His previous club was Torquay 
United, and prior to that he had spent time with St. Albans 
and Leyton Orient. The 25-year-old had a loan spell at 
Mansfield Town from QPR earlier in his career and after a 
brief stay with Hamilton in Scotland he returned to Swindon 
Town where a knee injury kept him sidelined for a while.

20

Nathan Ferguson
Signed: July 2019

Fans might remember the 24-year-old as one of the stand-
out performers in the reverse fixture, when the midfielder 
scored the first of four goals for Crawley since his summer 
move from Dulwich Hamlet. He had been a regular for two 
seasons there having had spells with Burton Albion, Port 
Vale, Southport and Bromley, but he has settled well into 
Crawley and has made 35 appearances this season.

12Gyliano Van Velzen
Signed: September 2019

Dutch left-footed winger Van Velzen joined the club in 
September after a spell in his native Holland. Signed 
by Manchester United into the academy from Ajax, the 
25-year-old didn’t make the breakthrough at Old Trafford 
and after a loan spell with Royal Antwerp he played for 
the likes of Utrecht, Volendam and SC Roda, the club from 
which he joined.

11

Jack Powell
Signed: July 2019

The midfielder signed a two-year deal from Maidstone 
United in the summer where he featured in The National 
League last season, having previously played for Ebbsfleet 
United and scored 21 goals in 56 games. The former West 
Ham trainee joined Millwall and made his debut in 2014, 
making seven appearances in 2014-15. In September he 
joined Aldershot on loan and scored three goals in 21.

34

Ashley Nadesan
Signed: July 2019

25-year-old forward Nadesan started his career as a 
centre-half at Horley Town in the Combined Counties 
League, but became a prolific striker with 99 goals in two 
years and Fleetwood Town won the battle for his signature 
in July 2016. He only made 21 appearances for The Cod 
Army and had two loan spells at Carlisle United, including 
scored eight goals in 25 League Two appearances last year.

10

George Francomb
Signed: July 2018

Former Norwich City trainee Francomb signed for Crawley 
after a successful six-year spell at AFC Wimbledon. The 
28-year-old helped The Dons win promotion from League 
Two in 2015-16 and made over 200 appearances for the 
club. He had a loan spell in South London too amongst 
others at Barnet and Hibernian, and in his debut season at 
Crawley he made 46 appearances in all competitions.

14

Ollie Palmer
Signed: July 2018

The striker joined the club after a season at Lincoln City in 
2017-18 where he won the EFL Trophy and was named in the 
Team of the Tournament. He scored 11 goals in 57 games for 
The Imps and went on to finish last season as top scorer at 
Crawley with 16 goals in 43 appearances. The 28-year-old 
who stands at 6’5 has also played for the likes of Mansfield 
Town, Grimsby Town and Leyton Orient.

09

Bez Lubala
Signed: July 2019

Forward-thinking midfielder Lubala signed in the summer on 
a two-year deal from Birmingham City, and made a cracking 
start to the season. Born in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the 22-year-old scored seven goals in his first nine 
games and has notched a further four while playing in a 
wider position. He hasn’t had much experience of senior 
football before now having played in The Blues’ youth team.

30

Panutche Camara
Signed: June 2017

A firm fans’ favourite, Camara joined Crawley from Dulwich 
Hamlet in 2017 and has made over 100 appearances in all 
competitions, while an appearances this afternoon would 
be his 100th league appearances for The Red Devils. From 
Guinea-Bissau, the 22-year-old scored on his debut and 
has scored a further five goals, but his work rate more than 
anything excites supporters.

28

Mason Bloomfield
Signed: LOAN (June 2019)

The young forward is on a season long loan deal at The 
People’s Pension Stadium from Norwich City. He spent the 
start of last season on loan at Hamilton in the SPL, scoring 
three goals in nine before being sent to AFC Fylde, where 
his debut - and spell - was ended early by a double arm 
break. After making his debut in the reverse he has scored 
four goals in 22 appearances.

16

Ashley Nathaniel-George
Signed: June 2018

Wide man Nathaniel-George signed a two-year contract 
after impressing in the Jamie Vardy V9 Academy. Now 24, 
the former Aylesbury United and Potters Bar Town player 
scored 17 goals in 59 games for Isthmian League Premier 
Division side Hendon and after scoring six goals in 35 
games last season he has kicked on again in 2019-20 
with five goals in 22 games already.

15

Tarryn Allarakhia
Signed: August 2018

The wide man started his career with Maldon & Tiptree 
before being signed by Colchester United in 2017, playing 
the The U’s Under-23s in the 2017-18 season before being 
released. After a successful trial at Crawley that summer 
he signed a two-year deal and spent time on loan at 
Wealdstone in the second half of the season. The 22-year-
old has played more regularly since the turn of the year.

17

Manny Adebowale
Signed: January 2020

22-year-old defender Adebowale signed a two-and-a-
half year deal with Crawley on deadline day, paying an 
undisclosed fee to Eastbourne Borough for his services. 
The 6’4 centre-back started his career with West Ham 
United and had a scholarship at Sheffield United before 
playing non-league football for the likes of Hayes & 
Yeading, Bishops Stortford, and Dover Athletic.

37
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.

REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.

AD-210x148-KIO-Report It!.indd   1 23/08/2019   19:42
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South 10 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett (x2) Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Abdullahi (x4) Lawson Duckworth Rhodes

Sun 19 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup R1 2 - 1 Duke Shaw Baker Ainscough Rhodes Bennett Tobin Tattersall (c) Etchells Lawson Duckworth Carta

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South 12 - 0 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Bennett Tobin Duckworth Tattersall (x2) Abdullahi Lawson (x5) Ainscough Rhodes Carta

February 2020

Sun 9 Penwortham Town Ladies A Argyle Cup R2

Sun 23 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

March 2020

Sun 1 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 15 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 29 Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 
Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

TBC Walsall H P - P

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A 2 - 4 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Rhodes

TBC Carlisle United A P - P

Sat 18 Port Vale H 6 - 0 Twist (x4), James-Taylor, Burton

Sat 25 Rochdale A 2 - 3 Ditchfield, Timmis, James-Taylor

February 2020

Sat 1 Carlisle United H 4 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Timmis

Tues 4 Shrewsbury Town H 3 - 0 Rhodes, James-Taylor (x2)

Sat 15 Fleetwood Town H

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan
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The Under-18s kept hold of their place at the top of the 
EFL Youth Alliance North West division after a dominant 
3-0 win against Shrewsbury Town.

In the reverse fixture Shrewsbury proved to be too strong 
and it was one of just two games that the young Ammies 
haven’t scored in this season. However this time they were 
put to the sword and in truth it could have been a more 
convincing win.

Ethan Rhodes opened the scoring in the first half before 
Douglas James-Taylor added a second half brace, while 
Shrewsbury offered little in return at Platt Lane and remain 
in 10th.

It was the visitors who had the first effort of the game in the 
opening minute as the number 10 was played through, but a 
tame effort was smartly saved by Hayden Evans. Salford 
responded and in the fourth minute Harry Ditchfield 
delivered a free-kick from the right that was gathered by 
the Shrews stopper, although James-Taylor had made an 
excellent run to the near post. The keeper was being kept 
busy as a testing Adam Barthram cross was caught before 
Callum Burton played through Rhodes who could only shoot 
over from the top of the penalty area. Next up Jaden Timmis 
drove forward from middle but was tugged back just outside 
the area as he lined up to shoot. A free kick was awarded 
but Ditchfield’s clean strike was caught by the keeper.

Shrewsbury had a couple of half chances, but neither the 
10 nor the 11 could hit the target with shots from around the 
edge of the area. Salford hadn’t quite found their shooting 
boots yet either as Rhodes finished of a well worked move 
with a curling shot that beat the crossbar by inches.

In the 25th minute Burton found the back of the net as he 
headed in a a Timmis cross after good work between him 
and Taylor Dyson, but the referee penalised the forward 
for a shove in the back of his marker and it remained 0-0 
for all of four minutes. Burton then strived to hit the post 
with a shot across goal from Ditchfield’s square ball, but a 
minute later a brilliant pass up from the back by Harrison 
Cunningham picked out Burton, who in turn fed it through to 
Rhodes coming in off the left wing, and he made no mistake 
in putting Salford 1-0 up with a cool finish across the keeper.

It was the breakthrough that had been coming, and the 
one-way traffic continued until the end of the game. Rhodes 
tried to return a favour to Burton with a well weighted 
through ball, but the keeper was off his line quickly to 
smother the ball at Burton’s feet. Just before the half time 
whistle, a Rhodes corner from the left was headed down 
and wide of the back post by James-Taylor. The other side 
of the break, his moments would come...

As early as the 47th minute a decent Barthram cross was 
met by James-Taylor whose shot was blocked and went  
behind for a corner which was cleared.

A couple of minutes later Will Shepherd won possession 
high up field and squared to Dyson, but the winger couldn’t 
keep his shot down. Rhodes followed that up with a neat 
bit of control, but the finish was dragged wide of the bottom 
left-hand corner.

The young Ammies were all over the Shrews who had bare-
ly been out of their half, and attempts to be more physical 
were having little impact other than to concede fouls. Just 
before the hour  mark they were punished as Ditchfield 

curled in another excellent set piece from the right, and the 
delivery was so good that it took the faintest of touches from 
James-Taylor to divert it past the Shrewsbury keeper and 
double Salford’s advantage.

Shortly afterwards the game was put beyond any doubt 
when James-Taylor scored his second of the match. His 
pass to the left picked out Burton who still had work to do 
in beating his man and returning the ball, but he did so to 
good effect and picked out James-Taylor’s run into the six-
yard area for a cool finish past the keeper.

From there it was about game management, and the best 
chance of note fell to Dyson. He won a free kick after a 
body check on his run and from 30 yards out, left of centre, 
he curled a shot which skimmed off the crossbar. A few 
inches lower and it would have been a fab fourth, but 
nonetheless it was a convincing-enough seventh win in 
a row in the league.

“I just thought it was a really professional performance from 
the lads,” said coach Lewis Craig after the game.

“We worked hard first half, then in the second half it just got 
better and better. Some of the deliveries from set pieces and 
crosses at the minute are of a very, very high standard and I 
think the lads are doing themselves justice. 

“We’ve been excellent, it’s not always easy in the winter 
months when the pitches are a little bit worse, but in terms 
of the commitment and attitude from the lads, training 
through the week and going into games, everyone’s kind 
of singing off the same hymn sheet now.”
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Tables

NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 13 11 1 1 86 23 63 34

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 9 8 0 1 37 7 30 24

3 Warrington Wolverines 11 4 4 3 30 24 6 16

4 Chester FC Women 12 4 3 5 25 28 -3 15

5 West Kirby Ladies 12 2 5 5 20 33 -13 11

6 Altrincham FC Ladies 5 3 1 1 9 5 4 10

7 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 7 3 1 3 19 17 2 10

8 Northwich Vixens First Women 7 2 2 3 19 17 2 8

9 Liverpool Feds Reserves 14 2 2 10 23 75 -52 8

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 8 0 1 7 16 55 -39 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City 15 12 0 3 50 20 30 36

2 Fleetwood Town 12 10 1 1 30 6 24 31

3 Preston North End 14 10 1 3 44 21 23 31

4 Blackpool 14 8 2 4 29 30 -1 26

5 Carlisle United 15 7 3 5 28 29 -1 24

6 Accrington Stanley 15 8 0 7 28 30 -2 24

7 Walsall 13 7 2 4 32 14 18 23

8 Oldham Athletic 16 6 4 6 29 31 -2 22

9 Tranmere Rovers 16 5 2 9 39 37 2 17

10 Shrewsbury Town 13 3 1 9 17 26 -9 10

11 Morecambe 13 1 4 8 11 36 -25 7

12 Rochdale 12 1 1 10 18 36 -18 4

13 Port Vale 12 1 1 10 14 53 -39 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.
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League Two
round-up

As January went on it looked like Swindon Town might 
have to settle for losing both their top scorers, but after 
Jerry Yates returned on loan for the rest of the season 
Swindon also stumped up an undisclosed fee to bring 
Eoin Doyle back on a deal until the end of the season.

‘The Ginger Pele’ tried to claim Swindon’s opening goal 
against Exeter City in Saturday’s top of the table clash 
in front of 13,000 at The County Ground, but it was later 
credited as an own goal before Exeter equalised. 

In the wake of losing their goal sources Swindon brought 
in Hallam Hope from Carlisle, and despite the return of 
Yates and Doyle it was Hope who nodded the leaders back 
in front before the break, scoring his second in three and 
keeping Richie Wellens’ side top.

To the bigger detriment of Matt Taylor’s Grecians, they fell 
out of the automatic promotion places after wins for Crewe 
Alexandra and Plymouth Argyle.

The Alex hadn’t won away from home in 2020, and have 
gone behind in 17 games this season so when Caolan 
Lavery put Walsall ahead at The Banks’ Stadium there may 
have been some nerves amongst the visiting supporters. 
That was until Daniel Powell levelled things up in the 
second half which set the platform for Oli Finney to grab all 
three points and make it three defeats in a row for Walsall.

Plymouth have won 11 of their last 15 games and took the 
lead in the fifth minute at home to Newport County when 
Tyreeq Bakinson scored. Gary Sawyer was shown a straight 
red card in the 85th minute for a hefty challenge, but Argyle 
held on to move into the top three.

It helped us out as we moved a point ahead of the Welsh 
side, who have three games in hand to play.

Five wins in a run of seven games unbeaten in the league 
have lifted Northampton Town into the play-offs as they 
hope for a return to the third tier. It was a tight affair at Moss 
Rose, but they came away from Macclesfield Town with a 
1-0 win. Things haven’t improved much off the field for Macc 
with three unidentified players being allowed to have their 
contracts terminated by the EFL upon request last week. 

Also coming to an end was Colchester United’s unbeaten 
run which stood at 16 games when Saturday’s games kicked 
off, the longest in the EFL. They looked good to continue 
it too when they took the lead at Cambridge United, who 
sacked Colin Calderwood after our 4-0 win at The Abbey 
Stadium a week last Tuesday. However the home side 
equalised through Andrew Dallas before Harvey Knibbs 
grabbed a first win in 2020 for Cambridge.

Cheltenham flew back into the play-offs with a 2-1 win 
against Morecambe and took the lead from the penalty spot 
before Alfie May scored his fourth goal in five since joining 
from Doncaster Rovers to make it 2-0. Morecambe pushed 
late and pulled a goal back but they couldn’t draw level.

High winds partly ripped an advertising hoarding off the top 
of a stand at Oldham Athletic, delaying their kick-off against 
Bradford City. However by full-time The Bantams may have 
been wishing the game hadn’t taken place at all as they fell 
to a 3-0 defeat and subsequently Gary Bowyer lost his job. 
The Latics though are unbeaten in six, with back-to-back 
wins last week putting them up to 14th.

Forest Green Rovers have stuttered of late, but arguably 
scored the goal of the weekend to equalise at Grimsby 
Town last Saturday, Odin Bailey rasping a shot in from 30 
yards out on the left. They then took the lead at Blundell 
Park when Jack Aitchison bagged but Grimsby equalised 
minutes later to leave Rovers with just two wins in 13. We 
climbed a place into 11th with a draw at Port Vale, adding to 
a league-high 12 headers scored when Tom Elliott nodded in 
Richie Towell’s cross to cancel out a deflected Mitch Clarke 
cross-come-shot from the left.

Now without Paul Hurst in charge, Scunthorpe United 
travelled to Crawley Town where their fortunes didn’t have 
much of an upturn as Jordan Tunnicliffe, Reece Grego-Cox 
and Ollie Palmer helped today’s visitors to a 3-1 win, the 
consolation coming from the penalty spot and top scorer 
Kevin Van Veen. With Lee Novak moving to Bradford, there’s 
a bit more pressure on the Dutchman to deliver. Mansfield 
Town squandered a two-goal lead at home to Carlisle 
United, while Leyton Orient hammered in three goals at 
Stevenage as Ruel Sotiriou scored his fourth and fifth goals 
in seven games for Ross Embleton.

Deadline Day brought with it plenty of excitement as clubs 
scrambled to boost squads for the final few months, while 

there have been a couple of upsets and managerial changes.
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BRADFORD CITY vs GRIMSBY TOWN

Another fresh start for The Bantams after the departure of 
Gary Bowyer on Monday, who fell victim of a seven game 
winless run. Grimsby have enjoyed an upturn in form under 
Ian Holloway with three wins, two draws and two defeats in 
January. They will no doubt be fishing for three points with 
the play-offs not out of the question just yet...

COLCHESTER UNITED vs PLYMOUTH ARGYLE

A big game in the upper reaches of the table as Plymouth, 
who have won five of their last six games, look to establish 
their place in the automatic promotion places. Colchester’s 
16-game unbeaten run came to an end last weekend, so 
they will be keen to bounce back quickly.

SCUNTHORPE UNITED vs CHELTENHAM TOWN

Scunthorpe are another team who are starting another new 
era, with Paul Hurst leaving last week after two wins from 
eight games in 2020. The Robins meanwhile are keeping 
their heads bobbing around the play-offs. They have a 
league-low five defeats this season, but need to start turning 
a few draws into wins on the road.

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 31 18 5 8 55 35 20 59

2 Crewe Alexandra 30 16 7 7 55 36 19 55

3 Plymouth Argyle 29 16 6 7 48 30 18 54

4 Exeter City 30 15 9 6 40 32 8 54

5 Northampton Town 30 15 7 8 45 31 14 52

6 Colchester United 31 12 13 6 42 28 14 49

7 Cheltenham Town 29 12 12 5 44 24 20 48

8 Bradford City 31 12 11 8 36 31 5 47

9 Forest Green Rovers 31 12 9 10 37 33 4 45

10 Port Vale 31 11 12 8 39 38 1 45

11 Salford City 31 10 10 11 41 41 0 40

12 Newport County 28 10 9 9 27 25 2 39

13 Crawley Town 31 9 12 10 44 44 0 39

14 Oldham Athletic 31 8 12 11 34 44 -10 36

15 Walsall 31 10 6 15 30 43 -13 36

16 Cambridge United 31 9 8 14 33 43 -10 35

17 Grimsby Town 29 8 10 11 32 36 -4 34

18 Leyton Orient 31 8 10 13 39 48 -9 34

19 Scunthorpe United 31 8 9 14 40 48 -8 33

20 Carlisle United 30 8 9 13 32 48 -16 33

21 Mansfield Town 31 7 10 14 43 50 -7 31

22 Macclesfield Town 30 7 13 10 28 33 -5 28

23 Morecambe 31 6 8 17 28 53 -25 26

24 Stevenage 31 3 13 15 21 39 -18 22

Bradford City vs Grimsby Town
The Utilita Energy Stadium, 15:00
Carlisle United vs Swindon Town
Brunton Park, 15:00
Colchester United vs Plymouth Argyle
The JobServe Community Stadium, 15:00
Crewe Alexandra vs Oldham Athletic
The Alexandra Stadium, 15:00
Exeter City vs Stevenage
St. James Park, 15:00
Forest Green Rovers vs Walsall
The New Lawn, 15:00
Leyton Orient vs Macclesfield Town
The Breyer Group Stadium, 15:00
Morecambe vs Mansfield Town
The Globe Arena, 15:00
Newport County vs Cambridge United
Rodney Parade, 15:00
Northampton Town vs Port Vale
The PTS Academy Stadium, 15:00
Salford City vs Crawley Town
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Cheltenham Town
Glanford Park, 15:00
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

STEVENAGE
The Lamex Stadium
Saturday 15th February, 15:00

We are back on the road for the reverse of our first ever EFL 
fixture against The Boro!

Match and Coach tickets are available from the ticket office 
during opening hours. The coach costs £10, departs 9:15am.
Adults: £22, Concessions: £20, U18s: £14, U12s: £8

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

NEWPORT COUNTY
Rodney Parade
Wednesday 19th February, 19:45

This Leasing.com Trophy semi-final will be televised live on 
Sky Sports, so no video stream available in the UK.

Match and coach tickets are available from the ticket office 
during opening hours. Coach travel is available for £10 
return, departure time TBC. Adults: £5, Under-16s: £1.

NExt UP

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.

PLYMOUTH ARGYLE
The Peninsula Stadium
Tuesday 11th February, 19:45

The Pilgrims visit The Peninsula Stadium for the first time on 
Tuesday night as they try to secure a promotion place.

Tickets are on sale online, or from the ticket office after 
today’s game, Monday or Tuesday (availability permitting).  
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5, 5 and Under: FREE
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Salford City crawley town
Manager
Graham Alexander

Referee
Leigh Doughty

Assistants
Helen Edwards & Matthew Parry

Fourth Official
James Bell

#WeAreSalford

Head Coach
John Yems

01. Glenn Morris
02. Lewis Young
03. Josh Doherty
05. Joe McNerney
06. Tom Dallison
07. Reece Grego-Cox
09. Ollie Palmer
10. Ashley Nadesan
11. Gyliano Van Velzen
12. Nathan Ferguson
14. George Francomb
15. Ashley Nathaniel-George
16. Mason Bloomfield
17. Tarryn Allarakhia
18. David Sesay
19. Jordan Tunnicliffe
20. Jamie Sendles-White
21. Dannie Bulman
24. Alfie Jones
27. Tom McGill
28. Panutche Camara
30. Bez Lubala
33. Paolo Okoye
34. Jack Powell
37. Manny Adebowale

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Liam Hogan
07. Luke Armstrong
09. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
12. Kyle Letheren
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
22. Dan Jones
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
32. Jake Jervis
34. Alex Doyle
44. Craig Conway
45. Ash Hunter
47. George Tanner
James Wilson
Ash Eastham
Darron Gibson




