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There wasn’t a lot of interest on television the other 
evening so, as is often the case, my mind wandered 
to things football related. For no particular reason my 
thoughts settled on academies and development squads. 
How successful are they and does a club introduce them 
because it’s a requirement, because they see the way 
forward as developing their own players to progress into 
the first team or because everyone else is doing it?

This afternoon’s opposition have had a reputation for a 
long number of years for bringing players through from 
their youth set up into first team action. We saw this to our 
detriment at Gresty Road earlier this season. Exeter City, 
visitors to the Peninsula Stadium a couple of weekends ago, 
also set great store by developing their own.

Whatever the reason it surely has to be a costly undertaking 
which only pays dividends if players do end up in your first 
team or if they move to another club for a financial fee. 
Unfortunately, the likes of the Busby Babes or the Class of 
‘92 are a rare commodity. 

If you look back at old programmes covering Schools or 
Youth international matches, overall, a large number don’t 
make that breakthrough.

And then a thought struck me. I wonder how do things 
compare on the Continent? Do they have a better success 
ratio? And then, something akin to a ‘lightbulb moment’! 
Wouldn’t it be interesting to find out how many of the 
Benfica B squad who turned out against Salford at St. 
George’s Park back in July 2015 actually made the break 
through to the first team. 

So, it was upstairs to search out the team sheet from that 
game and a trawl through the internet to come up with the 
answer. (Yes, I did have that much time on my hands!)

Two questions then. Benfica listed 22 players that 
afternoon. Which of them has played and scored against 
Salford City this season? And how many of them are still 
Benfica players? I’ll give you a clue – the answer to the 
second question is less than two! That’s right, one! 

Now that doesn’t mean none of them have gone on to play 
for clubs at a decent level. Here are brief accounts on how 
they have ‘developed’ and there are a couple of surprises: 
still at the club is Goncalves (on loan at Famalica). The 
following are at various other clubs in Portugal: Ferreira 
(CD Santa Clara), Alfaiete (Lusitano), Graca (Estoril and 
a Cape Verde international), Lima (FC Felgueiras 1932), 
Rodrigues (Vitoria Guimaraes), Pereira (Setubal, capped by 
Cape Verde, he spent time at Nottingham Forest in 2016-17) 
Ferreira (CD Tondela), Costa (Estoril), Pereira (Setubal and a 
Cape Verde international who also spent time at Forest) and 
Andrade (at Estoril but on loan to Chapecoense in Brazil).

Players with permanent clubs outside Portugal are: Nunes, 
in Greece with Panathinaikos. Lystcov at Krylya Sovetov 
Samara in Russia. Rebocho on loan from French club Gu-
ingamp at Besiktas in Turkey. Dawidowicz at Verona in Italy. 
Santos plays at Academica Clinceni in Romania. Silva is at 
Lausanne Sport in Switzerland. Bauque plays for Gabala FC 
in Azerbaijan. Paraguay born Vera is at Club Petrolero de 
Yacuiba in Bolivia. Sanches is a full Portugese international 
playing at Lille. Carvalho cost Nottingham Forest £13.2 
million in 2018. Ribeiro is also at Forest. 

And the big one – Oliver Sarkic scored for Burton Albion 
against Salford in the FA Cup a few weeks ago! He is tipped 
as a future Montenegro international.

Currently, Benfica top the Primeira Liga but have they 
gained or lost on the Class of ‘15?

Frankly
Speaking
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As this is not just the last home game of the calendar year 
it is also the last game of the 2010s so the Editor thought 
it would be a good idea to cast my thoughts back over 
some away trips from the last 10 years. Looking through 
various diaries two things struck me, firstly the number 
of postponements we used to have and secondly how, as 
we moved up through the Non-League Pyramid and trips 
became longer, incidents and mishaps became more 
frequent. The following is a fairly random dip into 
something approaching 200 odd away matches.

As the ‘10s’ began we were just beginning to get our feet 
under the Northern Premier League First Division North table 
having survived at the standard on the final day of our initial 
season. The majority of our trips were to grounds spread 
across Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Lancashire and 
Yorkshire taking less than a couple of hours to get to. As is 
the way in football some venues and opposition were more 
looked forward to than others. At one we were referred to in 
the hospitality room post-match as ‘thugs’!

The decade started with a 4-1 reversal at Lancaster City. 
Highlights were few and far between but a convincing, 
if unexpected, 4-0 FA Cup win at Lancaster sticks out 
from 2012. In the March of 2013, we made the final of the 
Manchester County Cup only to lose at Stockport County’s 
Edgeley Park ground to Mossley on penalties. A game we 
should have won.  

February of 2014 saw the arrival of the Class of ’92 at Moor 
Lane and it’s fair to say things began to ratchet up a few 
notches from then on. In August probably our closest game 
away from Moor Lane was the pre-season friendly between 

ourselves and a Class of ’92 Select XI at Salford Reds’ 
rugby league ground when a capacity 11,000 caused a 
delay to kick-off. A County Premier Cup defeat at bottom of 
the North West Counties Second Division club Oldham Town 
was a blow and possibly heralded the arrival of Bernard 
Morley and Anthony Johnson to the club in January 2015.

Their first away defeat came in their second game in charge 
and the words of ‘encouragement’ offered in the changing 
room post-match at Brighouse set the tone for future 
success! A pre-season visit to St. George’s Park in the July 
to take on Benfica’s B team gave us a glimpse of how ‘the 
other half’ lives. An unforgettable occasion.

Travel for the extended journeys over the next few seasons 
was to be on the team coach, an indication of how far we 
had come. Some of those trips are branded into my memory 
but as the saying goes; ‘What goes on tour stays on tour.’ 
So, if anybody ever talks about chasing sheep it won’t be me!

FA Cup matches at Hartlepool United and Shrewsbury are 
stand out memories but who will ever forget coming back 
to draw after being 4-0 down at Kidderminster with just 10 
minutes remaining in March 2018? Defeat on penalties in the 
play-off semi-final at Halifax was a bitter pill to swallow as 
was the hammering at Wrexham exactly 12 months ago. 
And coming up to date, the icing on the cake – May 2019 
Wembley!! It’s great to win any League but to gain 
promotion to the English Football League via the play-off 
final has something special attached to it. 

So, to be at Crawley Town on 10th August was a privilege. 
Another decade is around the corner, let’s see what it brings.

on the road
Frank McCauley uses his final travels column of the decade 

to re-call some of his stand-out away days...
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Salford City

1. Chris Neal
3. Ibou Touray
4. Oscar Threlkeld
5. Liam Hogan (c)
7. Luke Armstrong
8. Lois Maynard
15. Cameron Burgess
17. Richie Towell
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis
44. Craig Conway

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
6. Carl Piergianni
9. Adam Rooney
10. Danny Lloyd
18. Danny Whitehead
25. Joey Jones
34. Alex Doyle

Exeter City

23. Jonny Maxted
2. Pierce Sweeney
4. Nigel Atangana
5. Aaron Martin
11. Randell Williams
12. Ryan Bowman (33)

15. Tom Parkes
18. Alex Fisher
21. Dean Moxey
25. Jake Taylor
27. Archie Collins

Substitutes

38. Jack Arthur
7. Lee Martin
8. Nicky Law
14. Nicky Ajose
17. Matt Jay
20. Jayden Richardson
35. Ben Seymour

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

10 11

Salford Exeter

6
4

Salford Exeter

1

4

Salford Exeter

13 12

Salford Exeter

Match
REport

Another harsh afternoon for Salford City as Ryan Bowman’s 
first half header snatched three points for promotion-chasing 
Exeter City, that despite The Ammies putting in one of their 

best performances of the season.

vs. Exeter City
Sky Bet League Two
The Peninsula Stadium
14/12/19, 15:00

Tom Parkes played a great ball out to Pierce Sweeney on 
the right. Once again the cross was aimed at the near post 
area and this time Bowman got up to place a header across 
Neal and inside the far post.

Thomas-Asante played a top-class diagonal ball from deep 
to the right flank where Conway had space to exploit. The 
Scotsman struck his 18-yarder well enough, but Maxted 
produced a quality save, pushing the ball away to relative 
safety. Another big chance not taken and that would be the 
last incident of note after an entertaining half’s football.

In the 50th minute Ibou Touray’s cross from the left seemed 
to have done the trick but Maxted pulled off a superb 
save, pushing Hogan’s powerful six-yard header over the 
crossbar.

Salford had a penalty shout ignored on the hour after 
Conway’s left-footed cross from the right dropped towards 
the far post. Touray thought he had been shoved by 
Williams before the Exeter man nudged the ball out 
for a corner, but the referee disagreed.

Nigel Atangana hit a low shot from distance well wide of 
Neal’s right-hand upright and time was rapidly running out 
for Salford. With five minutes left a nicely crafted move 
looked like producing a chance as Adam Rooney and 
Touray combined to send Danny Lloyd into the box on the 
left. A good position, but frustratingly the Salford substitute 
slipped as he was about to cross, with the ball bobbling out 
for a goal kick.

Salford deserved some reward from this game and came 
agonisingly close to getting it during the penultimate minute 
of the 90. Burgess played a forward ball to Joey Jones who 
slid a neat pass out to the left for Lloyd. A short advance 
was followed by a great little ball to the near post where 
Jervis arrived to flick a six-yard rising effort towards the roof 
of the net. Maxted’s impressive afternoon finished in real 
style as the Exeter keeper instinctively stuck up a hand to 
divert the ball over his crossbar. A great save and despite 
five minutes of time added on The Ammies couldn’t carve 
out any further opportunities.

The Ammies started well, moving the ball around well and 
almost fashioned the game’s first chance as early as the 
third minute. Brandon Thomas-Asante advanced through 
the middle before sliding a pass out to Craig Conway on 
the right. There was one man to beat, but the defender got 
a foot in to avert the danger. 

Thomas-Asante was involved again a few minutes later, 
passing to Luke Armstrong who moved possession out to 
the left for Jake Jervis. The cross was decent, met by an 
Armstrong volley that flashed past the upright from just 
outside the near angle of the six-yard box.

There was another chance for the home side soon 
afterwards as a Jervis run on the left was followed by a 
pass that found Armstrong inside the penalty area. From 
an angle on the left, he hit a pacey shot wide of Jonny 
Maxted’s right-hand post.

All Salford so far and it took the Grecians 15 minutes to 
muster a threat on the home goal. Archie Collins nudged a 
pass back to Randell Williams and he launched a cross to 
the near post. Alex Fisher was on the end of it and his well-
struck eight-yarder was expertly blocked by Chris Neal.

Salford really should have gone ahead just before the 
half-hour. Jervis found space to attack on the left again 
and his cross into the danger area was a beauty. Big 
central defender Cameron Burgess has an eye for goal, 
and he got up high to power in a six-yard header that beat 
Maxted only to crash against the underside of the crossbar 
before dropping back into play. The goal was gaping but 
from only a few yards out home skipper Liam Hogan could 
only scoop the bouncing ball over the crossbar.

So, so close for The Ammies and it’s probably fair to say 
that they haven’t enjoyed the best of luck in front of goal 
recently. Fortune would frown on them again soon and 
there was a forewarning as Williams again delivered a 
dangerous cross from the right, with Burgess forced to head 
behind. That corner was cleared, but in the 33rd minute 
Exeter went ahead, against the run of play. A Williams cross 
from the right was cleared as far as the halfway line, where 



Salford City vs Crewe Alexandra

10 11

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk



13

2019 will forever be a year that Salford fans look 
back on fondly, remembered most significantly of 
course for the club’s promotion into the Football 
League for the first time ever. Becoming a member of 
the ’92’ could perhaps be the biggest achievement 
of all time for the club unless in some parallel universe 
the Champions League, Premier League, FA Cup, 
League Cup, Charity Shield and Club World Cup are 
all scooped. That isn’t to marginalise any other league 
or cup successes that come out way either…

However it is also important to remember the successes 
elsewhere in the club; Salford City Lionesses ended their 
first season with the treble of League, League Cup and 
Division Cup whilst also reaching the final of the 
Manchester FA County Cup. 

Silverware came for the Academy too who celebrated 
winning the North West Under-21 Development League in 
May, largely as an Under-18s team, and in September we 
celebrated the first appearance by an Academy player in 
the Football League when Alex Doyle came on as a 
substitute against Cheltenham Town.

It is reasonable, fair and accurate to say that the ‘10s’ have 
been a defining decade for Salford City Football Club. From 
competing in the Northern Premier League First Division 
North in 2010, playing in front of average crowds that rarely 
peaked in three figures, the Class of ’92’s investment in 
2014 has encouraged massive change. The Ammies, still 
proudly bearing a nickname that stems back to the days 
when the last significant change was the club turning from 
an amateur outfit to a semi-professional team, have now 
won four promotions in five years and since 2017 have 
operated as a full-time club. 

Some of the committee who have been at the club through it 
all are employed, but most importantly is that they all retain 
active and crucial roles alongside other staff who have been 
afforded a unique opportunity.

Salford City has expanded too and incorporates an 
Academy, Development Squad and a Women’s team as 
well as actively engaging with a predominantly-Salford 
community, and other communities in the North West, 
through Foundation 92.

So, as not just the year but the decade draws to a close 
and we look forward to what 2020 and beyond brings, 
here’s a look back at what 2019 threw in our path with 
some added thoughts of Chris Neal and Lois Maynard.

2019...
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“It’s a really special 
club and a special 
group of people. 
My early years in 
Manchester were all 
spent in Salford. 
I grew up there in 
many ways so to be 
able to finally join 
the lads and the club 
is a great feeling.”

When January swung around we had somehow ended up 
on a four-match losing run in The National League that 
included the last-minute heartbreak at Barrow and Boxing 
Day’s humbling at Wrexham, so when the Welsh side 
travelled to The Peninsula Stadium and helped set a new 
league attendance record they were full of optimism.

Much to their disappointment, Salford weren’t so willing to 
oblige and as well as clutching that new record by 5pm 
we were celebrating three points after a goal in each half 
from Matt Green and Rory Gaffney while Wrexham, so 
clinical and destructive just a few days prior, mustered little 
that suggested it was even the same side. A clean sheet 
rounded off what was a perfect afternoon and the best way 
to start the year.

There was still work to be done, ground to make up on the 
leading pack with the promotion race proving relentless. 
Leyton Orient were imposing, impressive in all aspects, 
and even had eyes set on making themselves one of the 
most memorable teams in the history of the league. What 
followed wasn’t far short of magical...

Supporters were still making their way into the ground when 
Carl Piergianni nodded the visitors in front, and within 10 
minutes Gaffney had his second goal in two games. But 
between a second for Piergianni and what should have 
been a fourth from substitute Devante Rodney, this win must 
be credited to the heart and steely determination of a well 
set up, expertly marshalled team that had to soak up long 

periods of pressure, block and clear numerous shots and 
crosses, and stay mentally strong. Having dropped to fourth, 
Salford were back up to second in the league and breathing 
down the necks of Orient.

Dagenham & Redbridge were swept aside in the FA Trophy 
Second Round before Gateshead dug in for a 1-1 draw at 
home, and we ended January with a first ever point at The 
Shay courtesy of a 0-0 draw with FC Halifax Town. 

If January’s results weren’t a lift that some needed after 
December, then the arrival of David Beckham as a co-owner 
on January 23rd must have been! Maybe in typical fashion 
David’s first scheduled visit to a game was called off 
because of the weather, and the FA Trophy Third Round tie 
with Maidstone eventually ended in a 1-1 draw and a replay 
in Kent on a Tuesday night a week later...

The omen wasn’t great, and a disheartening 1-0 defeat at 
Braintree Town in the last minute saw us drop to fifth, while 
our best-ever FA Trophy run (which will now stand) came to 
an end a few days later although a young Ammies side put 
in a spirited performance.

Our new co-owner made an appearance against Dover 
Athletic, and on-loan winger Dennis Politic made an 
impression with a brilliant goal from the centre-circle, 
but The Whites rallied to come back for a 3-1 win, and the 
following weekend a Joey Jones-inspired Eastleigh pegged 
us down to sixth with a 2-0 win at The Peninsula Stadium.
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Going off points won March was the joint-best month of 
last season, along with September. 19 points from seven 
games set us up perfectly for the final run-in and the win 
against Bromley at the end of the month sent us second 
and within touching distance of the top.

As Graham had won Manager of the Month for September, 
it was Carl Piergianni who was chosen as the Vanarama 
Player of the Month for March. Hardly surprising as the 
centre-back scored the winning goal at Ebbsfleet United 
at the start of an unbeaten seven-match run, didn’t miss a 
minute, scored again, and played a key role in a defence 
that didn’t concede a goal from open play.

It wasn’t even that the set of fixtures were fortunate. 
Ebbsfleet United were harbouring play-off ambitions of 
their own; Sutton United and Solihull Moors were firmly in 
the play-offs; Aldershot were fighting relegation; Harrogate 
Town were also preparing their play-off bid and Bromley 
had the proverbial ‘not much to play for’.

However the clincher in the month was a change in tact; 
the three at the back returned and when the teamsheet 
was published at Ebbsfleet there were new personnel in a 
physical-looking midfield of Devonte Redmond, Gus Mafuta 
and Lois Maynard, while Mani Dieseruvwe was in at the top 
to be more of a handful. Each would make contributions to 
repay the faith shown in them, and Maynard didn’t miss a 
game he was fit for in the remainder of the season.

“We had a change in formation and went on a bit of a run.

“It’s always good to have a bit of personality in your team 
that can adapt and play in different formation, and luckily 

for us we were fortunate enough with that formation at that 
time of the season for it to work, go on a run, and it probably 
helped in our promotion.”

Having experienced competing for the play-offs in previous 
seasons at National League level with FC Halifax Town and 
Tranmere Rovers, there was probably some know-how from 
the St. Kitts & Nevis international who says that the right 
time had come for a change, and that the confidence gained 
had a significant influence which was epitomised by the 
comeback win against Bromley.

“I think if you are in a sticky patch like that then new ideas 
or new formations can go one way or the other.

“Luckily for us it went a positive way and gave us a good 
run towards promotion so I think it was a good time for a 
change.

“The clean sheets were obviously really important, but it’s 
the same in football in general; if you get a clean sheet it 
gives you confidence to move onto the next game with.

“Because we were getting quite a few, the whole camp and 
the whole of training was pretty confident, and that was 
giving us confidence to go and win games.

“Bromley was a huge feeling and it gave us huge spirit in 
the camp, if it wasn’t already there.

“To win like that, coming from behind and especially after 
me putting my hand up and giving a penalty away, and 
to bounce back and get a goal then Pondy to score the 
winning goal, it was a great feeling!”
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The National League was set up very finely at the start 
of April, turning into a three-horse race between Leyton 
Orient, ourselves and Solihull Moors. 

In fact after our 2-0 win at Maidstone United we topped 
the league by a point after Orient could only draw against 
FC Halifax Town, but in the knowledge that The O’s had a 
game in hand, due to be played on the Tuesday at home 
against Eastleigh. The Spitfires even went ahead twice at 
The Breyer Group Stadium, but Orient stirred a comeback of 
their own and won 3-2 to put themselves two points ahead 
with equal games now played.

Advantage rocked back our way on the Saturday when BT 
Sport’s scheduling of our game against Maidenhead United 
meant the fixture kicked off early. Adam Rooney’s third goal 
in two games was added to by Mani Dieseruvwe and Ibou 
Touray as we won 3-0, but again Orient were equal to the 
challenge. Despite going down to 10-men at Sutton United 
- quite controversially if anyone remembers James Dayton 
allegedly throwing a boot ‘at’ the referee when in frustration 
at picking up an injury he threw it down - Orient’s Macauley 
Bonne scored from the penalty spot in the last minute of 
normal time after a shocking goalkeeper error, and the two 
point margin was maintained. 

So everything remained poised for the Bank Holiday 
weekend; two games in four days, or three in nine to include 
the last day of the regular season, and all was still to play 
for. The plot twists had already been playing out; draws, 
last minute winners, and for some time Salford had been 
cruising - remember at this point we still hadn’t conceded 
from open play since Saturday 23rd February and it was 
now Friday 19th April...

The centre-back duo of Carl Piergianni and Liam Hogan 
had thrust us into a 2-0 lead at Boreham Wood, only for 
the hosts to pull one back from the penalty spot. They were 
getting on top and pulled level in the 71st minute which 
prompted an all-out attack end to the game that paid 
dividends. At moments it felt like with each attack that 
passed, Wood might just hold on for a draw and end our 
hopes of automatic promotion, until Matt Green popped up 
in the 89th minute, beat Ryan Huddart and showed Salford’s 
own never-say-die attitude was still very real.

However we couldn’t capitalise on Orient and Solihull’s 0-0 
draw on Bank Holiday Monday, losing 1-0 ourselves versus 
AFC Fylde, and a 3-2 defeat at Hartlepool United on the 
last day put us in the play-off semi-finals as Orient lifted the 
National League title.

An against-the-odds win at Wrexham meant that Eastleigh 
would visit The Peninsula Stadium in the semi-final...

“Obviously before the game we knew it was going to be a 
tough game,” reflects Chris Neal.

“Eastleigh’s form over the whole season had been good, 
they beat us here and we drew down there but scored a 
late goal so were probably lucky to come away with a draw. 

“The target for us was to get promoted though, and to do that 
we needed to win the semi-final against them which we did.”

Carl Piergianni’s form last season was nothing short of 
sensational, and his goal shortly before half time put us 
ahead against The Spitfires. However they equalised 
through top scorer Paul McCallum, his third goal at Salford 
in two games, and the tie eventually went to penalties.

When Adam Rooney’s penalty cleared the bar, nightmares 
of Halifax in 2017 were quickly conjured. However it 
would be Neal who became the hero as he kept both 
Sam Matthews and Chris Zebroski out to book a date at 
Wembley with Fylde, and it’s a day that not even the most 
vivid dreams could have imagined...

“There’s obviously quite a lot of research that gets done and 
I give that credit to Nashy and to Ross as well who do the 
analysis and find the videos of the penalty takers - luckily 
it came off on the day!

“It was perfect really our performance at Wembley. 
Obviously the semi-final we knew the job wasn’t done, our 
target for the season really was to get promoted so there 
wasn’t too much celebration after the Eastleigh game, but 
then to go to Wembley, to go 1-0 up so early and to settle a 
game 2 or 3 nil it was fantastic, a perfect performance.”

Mani Dieseruvwe opened the scoring before Piergianni 
notched a second and Ibou Touray made it three in front of 
a fantastic travelling support.

“For Salford to get into the Football League for the first time 
I think that was the main aim for the owners and now it’s 
a club where we can build and look to move forward, and 
hopefully climb up the leagues in years to come as well.

“It’s not a club that’s stagnant, it’s a club that wants to move 
forward and you can see that from the quality of players 
that have been brought in over the summer by the manager 
and the staff.”

20 21
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It’s not often that a new club enters the Football League 
for the first time, although there are a few contenders 
again for clubs rising from the basement divisions of 
English football after a place amongst the 92.

In preparation we welcomed 12 new additions to The 
Peninsula Stadium in the summer, and Craig Conway joined 
us in October. The ground itself underwent further changes 
to the addition of the South Stand facilities which were 
finished in March. Behind the scenes the rush was on to be 
ready, aided by a home game against Stevenage to begin 
the season which was subsequently chosen for TV by Sky 
Sports and moved to an early kick-off!

Much like Wembley was back in May, which felt like a long 
time ago by the time August 3rd came around, in footballing 
terms the day could not have gone more perfectly. 

Stevenage themselves were a club who have made the 
journey up the non-league ladder and are now a well 
established Football League club, but Mani Dieseruvwe’s 
brace secured a 2-0 win - three points and a clean sheet - 
in our EFL debut.

Further excitement was to come when the Carabao Cup 
First Round draw paired us at home to Leeds United, and 
a competitive game record attendance of 4,518 was set 
for The Peninsula Stadium. Once again the Sky Sports 
cameras were out and despite going down 3-0, it was a 
hugely creditable performance by the players and there’s 
no shame in going out to a side who are currently flying 
high in The Championship.

Back to the League, and The Ammies were learning about 
the demands of the Football League, for some players a 
new challenge. In the starting line-up against Stevenage 
were Ibou Touray, Carl Piergianni, Lois Maynard, Mark 
Shelton and Mani Dieseruvwe; five players who have won 
back-to-back promotions with us from the National League 
North, and the first four of who had never started a game in 
the Football League.

After the defeat at Crawley in the second game, we 
managed four draws to the end of August against Port Vale, 
away at Plymouth Argyle and Carlisle Untied in the space 
of five days, and at home against fellow promoted side 
Leyton Orient.

September saw us compete in the Football League Trophy 
for the first time, and in the competition we are yet to 
concede a goal having progressed from our group with 2-0 
wins against Aston Villa Under-21s and Tranmere Rovers, 
and a 3-0 win against Wolves Under-21s in the Second 
Round. As for the league, more lessons were learnt after 
defeats to Crewe Alexandra and Forest Green Rovers.

October improved, and Graham scooped the Manager of 
the Month award as we collected 10 points from five games  
and rose from 18th to 12th. A sound win away at Newport 
County at the start of November took us to 11th, our highest 
position since being fourth after the first game week. Cup 
competitions interrupted some of the momentum that had 
built up, but as 2019 draws to a close it’s fair to say that we 
won’t be forgetting this year’s events in a hurry!

Here’s to what 2020 and beyond has in store...
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  Have your
mate’s back

With 1 in 4 people experiencing a mental health problem  
each year, we all know someone who needs support.

Drop them a line, ask if they’re ok, let them know you’re there.

You can find information and advice 
at mind.org.uk, on the phone on 
0300 123 3393 or by text on 86463

Wear your shirt backwards  
to show your support.       

Mind is a registered charity no. 219830

AD-210x148-Mind-Have Your Mates Back.indd   1AD-210x148-Mind-Have Your Mates Back.indd   1 06/12/2019   17:5106/12/2019   17:51

on this day
boxing day

the fixture calendar’s bigger games with them being around 
for Christmas, hosting, or visiting friends and family.

As such we have played many a local rival on December 
26th, when games have survived the weather. In the last 
10 seasons we have had three games postponed, most 
recently in 2015-16 when a fixture against Ramsbottom 
United was called off due to a waterlogged pitch.

As it goes we have played just twice at home on Boxing Day 
in that time frame - and won two of two. In 2014-15 we saw 
off Radcliffe Borough 2-1 after Sam Madeley’s brace over-
turned Richard Smith’s opener. A certain Robbie Williams 
- now Sport Scientist - played in that one... Then in 2016-17 
Josh Hine poked home the winning goal in a  1-0 victory 
against Bradford Park Avenue after Craig King cut in from 
the left and hit a low drive into the six-yard box.

The last two seasons, however, haven’t been as memorable 
as FC United of Manchester stirred a comeback to beat 
10-man Salford 3-2 at Broadhurst Park in 2017, while 2018’s 
cross-border visit to Wrexham ended in a 5-1 defeat.

One trend to spot? There’s always a goal...

Since the late 1800s football has been played on Boxing 
Day, with the first match taking place between Sheffield 
FC and Hallam FC. However traditionally football was 
played on Christmas Day itself as it was a public holiday 
when people were off work, and well before the days of 
families lounging round watching yet another Christmas 
film, frantically looking for batteries to operate more toys 
or falling out over who is being the Dog in Monopoly.

There were even some crossover years where football was 
played on both Christmas Day and Boxing Day, but the 
last full schedule of games on the 25th was in 1957 and the 
final English league match to take place was Blackpool 4-2 
Blackburn in 1965.

Football is now regular entertainment in the closing days of 
the calendar year, and with television and online channels 
now controlling more of the fixture list it’s possible to watch 
a game nearly every day from Boxing Day right through to 
the New Year, regardless of when the weekend falls, so that 
audiences and reach can be maximised. 

Similarly it has been a common ‘Derby’ day in non-league 
with leagues and clubs hoping to attract more fans to one of 

A Boxing Day fixture is a rare occurrence in Salford, with just 
two fixtures played at Moor Lane in a decade!
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 

PLAN OF 
ATTACK?
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE KNOWLEDGE

WWW.OB I P ROP E RT Y. CO .UK

BUSINESS RELOCATION  |  LEASING ADVICE  |  INTERIOR DESIGN 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  GRAPHIC DESIGN  |  VIDEO  |  VR/CGI

A better way to finance 
your next car

Apply today for a free  
no obligation quote
www.carfinance247.co.uk
CarFinance 247 Limited is acting as an  
independent credit broker. Representative 25.4% APR

Whether you’re after 
an Astra or an Audi, 

a Fiat or a Fiesta, 
you could be driving 

away in a new car in a 
matter of days!

We search and 
compare offers from 

lots of lenders, finding 
the best available 

finance deal for you.  

The choice of car is 
down to you too – 

you can choose one 
from any reputable UK 

dealer!

Atherton Collieries’ FA Trophy tie, scheduled for Saturday 
14th December, fell victim to that week’s torrential rain 
despite the sterling efforts of ground staff and volunteers.

Their loss was to be my selfish gain, and with the match 
rescheduled for Tuesday 17th I was able to pop down to 
see my favourite non-league team in action. This was quite 
an occasion at The Skuna Stadium – the first time ever that 
Colls had hosted the current top-ranked non-league side in 
competitive action.

Barrow, managed by Ian Evatt, are one of the National 
League’s surprise packages this season and as I write 
sit three points clear at the top. A return to the Football 
League, after an absence of 48 years, is very much on the 
cards.

Of course, Colls are a success story themselves, competing 
at the heady heights of the Northern Premier League’s 
Premier Division after years of relative struggle in the North 
West Counties. The man behind much of that on-field
 success was manager Micheal Clegg, whose move to 
Ashton United at the end of November surprised quite a 
few local followers of the game. Clegg led Colls to three 
promotions in five seasons, but his Alder House era is over 
with club legend Brad Cooke taking over the managerial 
reins. One of his assistants can claim the legend status 
at Salford City – none other than our inspirational former 
skipper Chris Lynch.

Interesting times for both clubs and a crowd of almost 500 
assembled on a damp and frosty night, and it would prove 

to be well worth the effort. There were former Ammies 
involved in the two squads, with keeper Greg Hartley 
starting for Colls and Patrick Brough playing in defence for 
Barrow. Among the visiting substitutes was Atherton resident 
Lewis Hardcastle (pictured) whose loan spell at Salford as a 
17-year-old is very fondly remembered.

Atherton Collieries don’t do “mundane” and within two 
minutes had taken the lead. John Welsh (who has four 
Liverpool appearances and England Under-20 caps to his 
credit) played a pass into the area for Ben Conway to fire a 
great shot past Barrow keeper Luke Simpson.

The home side could have doubled their lead before half-
time but Barrow began to assert themselves after the break, 
playing down the slope. In the 57th minute the pressure told 
as former Radcliffe man Jack Hindle met a low cross at the 
far post with a close-range finish.

A neutral’s money would have been on Barrow now, but that 
would have been ill-advised. From a rare home attack Vinny 
Bailey cleverly made space before curling home a sublime 
finish to put Colls ahead again.

The drama continued as Colls’ Tom Bentham picked up a 
second yellow. Barrow brought on Hardcastle (brother of 
former Colls stalwart Ben, now departed to Ashton United), 
cranked up the pressure and equalised a dozen minutes 
from time when tricky winger Morgan Penfold drilled home 
after a partial clearance.

There would be more drama as Hartley saved well from 
Hindle late on, then excelled himself deep into time added 
on. Olly Dyson thought he’d won tie for Barrow as he 
smashed in a low shot, only for Hartley to get down low to 
his right and turn the ball around his right-hand post. 

A world class save to finish a great game – football at its 
very best, with the crowd mixing happily, banter exchanged, 
refereeing decisions to hotly contest and plenty of drama. 
Colls deserved their draw and now have a New Year replay 
at Holker Street to look forward to. It’s a tough one, but FC 
United might need to wait a while before planning their 
away trip for the second round.

A Happy Christmas to anybody who has read this far – put 
a trip to The Skuna on your list of resolutions for 2020!

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin was treated to an early cracker in the FA Trophy 
tie between Atherton Colls and Barrow!
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which ball is the real 
one in this photograph?

Who is this celebrating the opening goal 
when we played at Crewe in September?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Liam
HOGAN

Welcome to our last home game of 2019 and what a 
memorable one it has been for the club. 

At the turn of the year the team was facing some questions 
after a struggling period in the National League, but our 
form from January onwards took us head-to-head with 
Leyton Orient and Solihull Moors for the title. 

We narrowly missed out on promotion as champions but 
what was to follow made for a more telling story. Play-off 
semi-final drama and heroics meant a huge day out at 
Wembley for the final. The day itself, many won’t forget, 
was more straight forward and a 3-0 win ensured we were 
the first team to complete back-to-back promotions and we 
entered the English Football League for the very first time. 

We started our debut campaign with a convincing 2-0 win 
at home against Stevenage and the possible thought of 
another positive season began. 

With us almost reaching the halfway mark we currently sit 
mid-table with not all of the performances and results going 

our way. However we don’t intend to write this season off 
or finish our story here with a good result Saturday away 
to Bradford, fighting back to get the draw after two very 
frustrating losses. We believe we can go into this new year 
and show we are value to push for those play-off places. 

Crewe are next for us and they, similar to our last few 
fixtures, are having a strong first half of the season. Their 
victory over us last time showed a game of two halves so 
although the margin of defeat was big we know there is an 
opportunity for us should we continue to apply ourselves 
as we have been. It has never been a novelty for us to just 
take part in this season, we want results and want to be 
successful. 

Thank you for all your support for 2019, let’s take some big 
results into the new year with us!

See everyone at kick off, and Happy New Year from all 
the lads,

Hoges
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I hope that you all had a great Christmas Day with your 
loved ones and enjoyed yourselves. Those of you who 
travelled with us to Bradford certainly did and I thought 
our lads responded to the great support with a brave 
second half performance to earn a point in front of the 
biggest crowd our club has every played in front of.

After today we’re at the halfway stage of the season and 
when we play Oldham we’ll have played everybody at least 
once. We now know what we need to about this league and 
where we need to improve to be successful. 

I think early on we had a mixed bag of performances finding 
our feet but over the last 10 games or so they have certainly 
improved. We’ve had a consistent way of playing and when 
possible, a consistent line-up. This gives us a base to go 
from in the second half of the season, and we have a clear 
idea on where we need to be better.

While we look to improve our results, we cannot do this 
without an inner belief that we can win games on a regular 
basis against whichever more experienced or bigger club 
we play.

Good afternoon, a warm welcome to you all for today’s 
Boxing Day fixture against Crewe Alexandra and I would 

like to extend that to David Artell, his players, staff and the 
visiting fans and officials - have a safe journey home later.

That is the territory we have worked extremely hard to get 
to so we must relish the challenges that come our way and 
have no fear about them.

The game is full of opportunities, they’re there for someone 
to grab and in the second half of the season, we will make 
sure that our team leaves nothing behind trying to take 
them. We have to remind ourselves why we work so hard 
and why we’re at this club. We are here to win.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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Salford City

1. Chris Neal
3. Ibou Touray
4. Oscar Threlkeld
5. Liam Hogan (c)
7. Luke Armstrong
8. Lois Maynard
15. Cameron Burgess
17. Richie Towell
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis
44. Craig Conway

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
6. Carl Piergianni
9. Adam Rooney (79)

10. Danny Lloyd
18. Danny Whitehead
25. Joey Jones

Bradford City

1. Richard O’Donnell
2. Kelvin Mellor
4. Paudie O’Connor
5. Ben Richards-Everton
6. Anthony O’Connor
7. Harry Pritchard (53)

8. Jake Reeves (c)
19. Dylan Connolly
23. Connor Wood
25. Aramide Oteh
26. Callum Cooke

Substitutes

30. George Sykes-Kenworthy
11. Zeli Ismail
14. Shay McCartan
15. Tyler French
16. Matt Palmer
18. Jermaine Anderson
29. Chris Taylor

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

13
7

Salford Bradford

6

3

Salford Bradford

2

Salford Bradford

14
8

Salford Bradford

Match
REport

Adam Rooney’s second half goal ended Salford City’s mini 
spell without a goal, and ensured The Ammies left Bradford 
City with a point after The Bantams had taken the lead early 

in the second half through Harry Pritchard.

vs. Bradford City
Sky Bet League Two
The Utilita Energy Stadium
21/12/19, 15:00

The ‘sucker punch’ is a well-known football phenomenon, 
and Salford very nearly delivered one 11 minutes before 
the interval. Thomas-Asante’s nicely weighted pass sent 
Jake Jervis racing into space on the right, and he rolled a 
low, square ball across the six-yard box. Craig Conway had 
spotted the possibilities and was bare inches away from 
providing a near-post touch that would almost certainly 
have put the Ammies ahead. Bradford struggled to clear 
their lines and Threlkeld’s pass picked out Conway, now 
stationed on the edge of the box. The shot was on, but this 
time the winger could only lift an effort high over the bar.

In the 53rd minute Bradford City finally made the break-
through. It was a nice move too, starting with Reeves’ 
accurate cross-field ball that dropped for Mellor on the 
right. The full-back did well before slipping a pass to Dylan 
Connolly who squared inside and into the path of Pritchard. 
There was work still to do, but the home midfielder kept his 
cool before using his left peg to side-foot a finish between 
Neal and his left-hand upright.

With 20 minutes to play substitute Joey Jones nudged a 
quickly taken free-kick to Conway before receiving the 
return and advancing through the inside-right channel. The 
shot that followed, from outside box, had the pace to beat 
Richard O’Donnell but didn’t dip quite enough, scraping the 
top of the bar on its way out for a goal kick.

A goal was in the air, and in the 79th minute it went the way 
of Salford City. There seemed to be relatively little danger 
when Thomas-Asante picked up possession on the left, but 
the young forward muscled his way past Paudie O’Connor, 
paused to beat the defender again before advancing on the 
near post. Once there he resisted the temptation to shoot 
from a tight angle, instead opting to flick a pass inside for 
Rooney. From six yards out the Irish striker placed a cool 
finish wide of O’Donnell to level the scores and record his 
seventh goal of the season.

This is what the EFL is all about. An away day to an 
impressive venue that has hosted football at the highest 
level, a big crowd (the largest ever for a game involving 
Salford City) and a point taken against the run of play.

Adam Rooney’s goal 11 minutes from time secured a point 
for Salford City on their first ever visit to Valley Parade. 
Home side Bradford City had dominated a goalless first 
half before going ahead early in the second. The Ammies 
responded with real determination and and their efforts 
paid off with that late leveller.

As early as the second minute a Kelvin Mellor pass was 
collected by Harry Pritchard whose left-footer from nearly 
25 yards wasn’t far wide of Chris Neal’s right-hand post. 
Salford’s defence would have plenty to do during the first 
half and a couple of minutes later impressive midfielder 
Jake Reeves tried his luck from a similar range. The 
powerfully hit shot seemed to swerve a little, with Neal 
forced to dive to his left and turn the ball wide of the upright.

The opening stages were virtually all Bradford, with 
their patient possession already creating a handful of 
opportunities. It would be the width of the goalpost that 
came to Salford’s rescue on the quarter hour after Callum 
Cooke picked up the clearance from his own ball into the 
box. The Peterborough United loanee advanced, right of 
centre, prior to letting fly with a low effort that smacked off 
the outside of Neal’s right-hand post and away to safety.

Salford’s attacking efforts so far had amounted to no more 
than a few hopeful forays that had been snuffed out by a 
solid looking Bantam rearguard. As the half progressed, 
they would begin to offer a degree of threat and could have 
snatched a 27th minute lead. Brandon Thomas-Asante 
passed inside to Richie Towell who moved the ball back out 
wide for Oscar Threlkeld. The full-back dropped a cross into 
the area aimed at Luke Armstrong who, from seven yards 
out, was off-balance and only able to head over the bar.

The established pattern of the game resumed as Bradford 
sought the goal they’d been threatening to score since the 
start. They very nearly got it in the 31st minute after Mellor 
swung in a cross from wide on the right. The ball spun off 
Liam Hogan’s head, falling for Aramide Oteh who cleverly 
wrong-footed Threlkeld. The shot was on but the left-of-
centre eight-yarder was well saved by Neal who managed 
to push the ball around the far post.
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League Two
round-up

However Richie Wellens’ side will be kicking themselves 
after a stoppage time equaliser for Forest Green Rovers 
saw them take a point away from The New Lawn having 
led 2-0 at the break.

Eoin Doyle’s form has continued and he now has 14 goals 
in his last 10 league matches which is an unprecedented 
run of form. Joseph Mills pulled one back for Rovers early 
in the second half, and deep into stoppage time it was the 
left back who popped up at the back post from a corner 
to equalise for Mark Cooper’s side and end Swindon’s 
seven-game winning run in the league.

Closest on the tails of The Robins are Exeter City, three 
points behind in second. That didn’t look likely after half 
an hour at St. James Park as Walsall raced into a 0-3 lead. 
After six defeats in a row, The Saddlers are now five league 
games unbeaten but they threw up the chance to go one 
place better. Ryan Bowman’s brace had the deficit down to 
one at the break, and Lee Martin made the match all square 
in the 64th minute but neither side could go on to find the 
winner and both had to settle for a point.

In third place are today’s opponents Crewe who produced a 
fantastic attacking display at Stevenage to win 5-1. League 
Two’s bottom side confirmed that Graham Westley is back 
for a fourth spell in charge, but as he watched on he is more 
likely to be having Christmas nightmares. Charlie Kirk and 
Harry Pickering provided two assists each as Stevenage 
were sliced open, and Scott Cuthbert’s consolation maybe 
made up for the own goal he scored rather than stirring any 
comeback for the home side.

Amazingly that was the only win amongst the top seven on 
Saturday, with the other six teams all drawing including the 
four play-off contenders.

Cheltenham Town have become accustomed to a draw or 
a few in recent weeks, and were punished in particularly 
cruel fashion at Vale Park when Ben Tozer converted David 
Amoo’s cross into his own net to cancel out Alex Addai’s 
opening goal.

Similarly at the Utilita Energy Stadium, we punished Brad-
ford for not taking their chances. Goalless at the break after 

a half that the hosts dominated, they eventually breached 
te defence when Harry Pritchard stroked home a cross but 
Adam Rooney tapped in from Brandon Thomas-Asante’s 
mazy assist which ended a lengthy run without a league 
goal from open play for us.

Northampton Town meanwhile had to come from behind 
at a Mansfield Town side playing for the first time under 
Graham Coughlan, who left Bristol Rovers to replace John 
Dempster this week. A long-range Andy Cook effort gave 
them the lead with 15 minutes to go, but Harry Smith looped 
in a headed equaliser after The Stags missed chances for 
a second goal.

Those draws could prove costly as Colchester closed the 
gap on the play-offs with a fine 3-0 win against Carlisle 
United, coming off the back of their defeat at Old Trafford 
mid-week and moving them to within a point of the top 
seven with a game in hand.

A fourth goal in five for Kevin Van Veen saw Scunthorpe 
United move into the top half with a 1-0 win at Grimsby 
Town, who are still without a win under Anthony Limbrick.

In 60 games in the bottom half of the table as it stands, 
there have been just six wins, three of which came on 
Saturday and are credited to Leyton Orient, Oldham 
Athletic and Morecambe.

The O’s went 3-0 up at Cambridge United, topped off by a 
Jordan Maguire-Drew free kick. Cambridge tried to come 
back, having won half of their points from losing positions, 
but they didn’t have enough this time and lost 3-2.

Morecambe were more successful though and picked up a 
first win under Derek Adams after turning around an early 
setback against Newport County to win 2-1 and move off 
bottom in time for Christmas. There was a comeback win 
for The Latics too who came from a goal down to win 2-1 
against Crawley Town.

Unfortunately there was no action at Moss Rose after 
Macclesfield Town against Plymouth Argyle was postponed 
due to a ground safety condition, and The Silkmen now face 
a further four point deduction.

Swindon Town are the star on top of the tree at Christmas, 
while the prize decorations are still jostling for front and rear 

position in the play-offs and automatic promotion places.

*Macclesfield deducted six points

CHELTENHAM TOWN vs PLYMOUTH ARGYLE

This is a big test for the intentions of Ryan Lowe’s Green 
Army who have two games in hand, and a win at fellow 
promotion-chasers Cheltenham Town would set them up 
for a return to the play-offs. The Robins meanwhile have a 
few too many draws in recent games for their liking and are 
without a home win in three since October.

EXETER CITY vs NEWPORT COUNTY

The Grecians have worked hard to get themselves back into 
the automatic promotion places with another very consistent 
run in the league. They maintained that coming from 3-0 
down at home to Walsall last weekend to draw, and now 
host an out of sorts Newport who are seven games without 
a league win; a run that has seen them drop right out of the 
promotion picture. They have two games in hand, but need 
a win sooner or later to stop this decline.

SCUNTHORPE UNITED vs WALSALL

Both sides have improved on poor starts, particularly 
Scunthorpe who are unbeaten in eight with five wins in that 
run, and haven’t lost a league game at home since August.

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 22 13 4 5 39 24 15 43

2 Exeter City 22 11 7 4 31 25 6 40

3 Crewe Alexandra 21 11 5 5 38 24 14 38

4 Cheltenham Town 21 9 9 3 33 17 16 36

5 Bradford City 21 10 6 5 28 19 9 36

6 Forest Green Rovers 22 10 6 6 26 18 8 36

7 Northampton Town 22 10 5 7 32 23 9 35

8 Colchester United 21 9 7 5 29 19 10 34

9 Plymouth Argyle 20 9 5 6 30 22 8 32

10 Port Vale 22 7 9 6 26 27 -1 30

11 Cambridge United 22 7 7 8 27 23 4 28

12 Scunthorpe United 22 7 7 8 30 28 2 28

13 Newport County 20 7 7 6 19 18 1 28

14 Salford City 22 6 8 8 24 31 -7 26

15 Leyton Orient 22 6 7 9 30 37 -7 25

16 Walsall 22 6 6 10 19 30 -11 24

17 Mansfield Town 22 5 8 9 28 31 -3 23

18 Crawley Town 22 5 8 9 26 33 -7 23

19 Oldham Athletic 21 5 8 8 22 30 -8 23

20 Grimsby Town 20 5 6 9 20 26 -6 21

21 Carlisle United 22 5 6 11 20 35 -15 21

22 Macclesfield Town 20 5 9 6 19 22 -3 18*

23 Morecambe 22 4 6 12 19 40 -21 18

24 Stevenage 21 2 10 9 14 27 -13 16

Leyton Orient vs Colchester United
The Breyer Group Stadium, 13:00
Carlisle United vs Bradford City
Brunton Park, 15:00
Cheltenham Town vs Plymouth Argyle
The Jonny-Rocks Stadium, 15:00
Crawley Town vs Northampton Town
The People’s Pension Stadium, 15:00
Exeter City vs Newport County
St. James Park, 15:00
Macclesfield Town vs Grimsby Town
Rodney Parade, 15:00
Mansfield Town vs Port Vale
The One Call Stadium, 15:00
Morecambe vs Oldham Athletic
The Globe Arena, 15:00
Salford City vs Crewe Alexandra
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Walsall
Glanford Park, 15:00
Stevenage vs Forest Green Rovers
The Lamex Stadium, 15:00
Swindon Town vs Cambridge United
County Ground, 15:00
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Substitutes: Ainley (Finney 69’), Dale (Powell 73’), 
Green (Lowery 69’), Johnson, Jones, Mbulu, Richards

W1-5 at Stevenage, Sky Bet League Two

Jaaskelainen

Pickering

Nolan

Anene

Lowery

Powell

Finney

Hunt

Wintle

Kirk

Ng

Last line-up

The Railwaymen’s season feels like a culmination of 
patience over the last couple of years. As is the club’s 
ethos, lots of faith has been shown in their own youth 
players and as good as six of the starting line-up against 
Stevenage are graduates from the youth system.

Manager David Artell has evidently cured this team, built 
it to get the most out of the middle three and it’s supported 
by an experienced foundation with Nicky Hunt and Eddie 
Nolan at the back.

They have gradually improved season-by-season under 
Artell, and have graced the upper end of the table for most 
of the campaign. Form like that is supported by the stats 
too; they are second-top scorers (38) to Swindon Town (39); 
they are consistent having taken more points away from 
home (20) than at Gresty Road (18) in one game less; and 
only once have they lost back-to-back league games.

However with such an impression comes interest, and the 
challenge they will face is keeping hold of their star players 
who have served them so well; do they let them progress in 
January if the right offers come in, or do they hold on until 
the summer and see where they end up for 2020-21?

Still in the Emirates FA Cup too after beating Accrington 
Stanley and Eastleigh, Crewe now host Championship side 
Barnsley in the Third Round in January. This is the first time 
they have reached this stage since 2008-09 when Millwall 
won in a replay at Gresty Road in the 86th minute.

LAST TIME WE MET

Our first meeting with Crewe back in September ended 
in defeat after a second half footballing spectacle. Adam 
Rooney had given us the lead before the break, scoring 
his first league goal of the campaign by capitalising on 
an Ibou Touray cross that wasn’t caught cleanly by Will 
Jaaskelainen. However after a rousing half time team talk 
the hosts came out and Chris Porter’s 50th minute header 
pulled them level. Tommy Lowery then put Crewe ahead 
with a slick finish before Harry Pickering’s thunderbolt in the 
63rd minute, and Lowery made it 4-1 late on.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Crewe have been promoted from the fourth tier on five 
occasions, only Bury, Chesterfield, Doncaster Rovers (all 6), 
Northampton Town and Southend (both 7) have been more 
successful at this level.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League One - 20th

2015-16

League One - 24th

2016-17

League Two - 17th

2017-18

League Two - 15th

2018-19

League Two - 12th

D D W D W
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Crewe Alexandra formed in 1877 as Crewe Football Club, 
and named after Princess Alexandra as well as playing 
matches at the Alexandra Recreation Ground. They 
reached the FA Cup semi-finals in 1888 when they were 
beaten by Preston North End.

Four years later The Railwaymen were founder members 
of the Football League Second Division having competed 
in the Football Alliance, but in 1896 they lost their league 
status and shortly before the end of the season they left 
their Alexandra Recreation Ground base. Gresty Road 
became home in 1897, and in 1906 the current ground was 
built, which is to the West of the original location.

After years in the Lancashire League, Birmingham & District 
League and The Central League, Crewe were invited to join  
the newly-created Football League Third Division North in 
1921 where they competed for the next 37 years.

In 1936 and 1937 Crewe won successive Welsh Cups, the 
club’s first honours, before being barred from entering the 
competition.

They were promoted for the first time in their history when 
Frank Lord scored in a 1-0 win against Exeter City in the 
1962-63 season. Relegation followed soon after, but they 
were promoted back to the third tier in 1967-68. Again 
relegation soon followed and it took Crewe until the late 
1980s to taste the third tier once more.

The Railwaymen are very highly regarded for their academy 
set up, which has seen players like Dean Ashton, Danny 
Murphy, Neil Lennon and David Platt start their professional 
careers at the club. A lot of that was to do with the 
appointment of Dario Gradi as manager in June 1983, whose 
ambition was to build an academy structure that would 
develop players who could be sold in a sustainable model. 

As is still evident in the current squad, young players are 
a large part of Crewe’s DNA and they did help the club to 
promotion in 1988-89. The club struggled to retain their third 
tier status, but were promoted again in 1993-94, and in 1997 
they won the Second Division to compete at the second tier 
of English football for the first time since their early years.

Gradi took charge of his 1,000th Crewe game in November 
2001 when they travelled to Norwich City, although at the 
end of the 2001-02 season they were relegated. They 
bounced straight back up though and held a place in the 
First Division (renamed The Championship in 2004) until 
2006. Dean Ashton was sold to Norwich City in the January 
2005 transfer window for a then-record £3million.

In 2007, Gradi was the longest serving manager in English 
league football but ‘moved upstairs’ to become Technical 
Director with Steve Holland appointed manager. They 
narrowly avoided relegation, and embarked on a summer 
spending spree which ultimately proved unsuccessful. 
Holland was sacked in November 2008, and at the end 

of the 2008-09 season Crewe were relegated to League Two.

It took a while for things to improve, despite Gradi having 
another spell in the hotseat, and Steve Davis was appointed 
during the 2011-12 season. Crewe went on a 16-match 
unbeaten run and earned a place in the play-offs where 
Southend United were beaten in the semi-final and 
Cheltenham Town overcome 2-0 in the final at Wembley.

Nick Powell was sold to Manchester United and Ashley 
Westwood to Aston Villa, but silverware came in 2012-13 too 
in the form of the Football League Trophy; the club’s first 
success in the competition after a 2-0 win against Southend. 
In the league they finished 13th, and in the last game of the 
season the entire starting 11 were academy graduates.

In 2013-14 Crewe finished in 19th, four points above the 
relegation zone while the Under-21s won the Professional 
Development League Two title. Similarly in 2014-15 they just 
survived but were largely reliant on other results to ensure 
their own safety.

Relegation did come in 2015-16, and agonisingly after a 
defeat to local rivals Port Vale. Davis remained in charge 
but after an initial promising start to 2016-17, results dropped 
off and Davis was sacked with David Artell taking charge 
and stepping up from the academy.

In October Dario Gradi retired, ending 36 years at the club.

Nickname
The railwaymen

Founded
1877

Last season
12th - League TWo
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Former Alex captain Artell took over from Steve Davis in 
January 2017, stepping up from an Academy coaching 
role which he had occupied since 2014.

The 39-year-old has improved every season and after 
ensuring Crewe’s survival in 2016-17, he went on to finish 
15th in 2017-18 with 56 points and 12th last season with 65 
points, just six points off the play-offs. This season, they 
will be hoping to go even better and are competing for an 
automatic promotion place.

A former centre-back in his playing days, Artell 
captained Crewe to promotion from League Two 
via the play-offs in the 2011-12 season, capping 
off two years as a player at the club.

His career started out with hometown 
club Rotherham United where his debut 
came in October 1999 although it was 
his only appearance of the season as 
Rotherham were promoted to the Sec-
ond Division. He featured more regularly 
though in the 2000-01 season when The 
Millers were promoted again, into the 
First Division. He left in 2003 after a loan 
spell with Shrewsbury  Town, and signed 
for Mansfield Town.

With The Stags he reached the Third 
Division play-off final, but was an unused 
substitute, and the next season game 
time was limited after injury, leading to a 
move to Chester City in 2005.

After two years with The Seals, Artell 
joined Football League newcomers 
Morecambe and made himself a hero 

by scoring a late winner against Preston 
North End in a 2-1 League Cup win. With 

three years and over 100 appearances at 
Morecambe, Artell’s next move was to Gresty 
Road in 2010, and after captaining Crewe to 
promotion he was released, going on to join Port 
Vale but he left before the season started and 
joined Northampton Town. Later career spells 
with Wrexham, Bala Town, Kidsgrove Athletic 
and Droylsden followed as Artell started to 
move on from playing.

Internationally Artell played for Gibraltar and  
made his debut in March 2014, playing with 
Scott Wiseman at international level.

As well as being a manager, Artell has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Forensic Biology.

Will Jaaskelainen
Signed: June 2017

21-year-old Finn Jaaskelainen has made the number one 
jersey his own this season after a handful of appearances 
towards the end of last season. Developing through the 
Bolton Wanderers academy, where his father Jussi played, 
Jaaskelainen signed in 2017 after being released by The 
Trotters and has had loan spells at the likes of Nantwich 
Town and Chester to aid his development.

01 Dave Richards
Signed: July 2015

The 25-year-old only made his breakthrough into the team 
in 2017-18, and made just five appearances last season. 
Richards has largely been used in cup competitions this 
season, although he has played a couple of league games. 
The Welshman’s career started with Cardiff City before a 
loan move to Bristol City was made permanent in January 
2014, but he didn’t make a first team appearance there.

13

Sam Booth
Signed: Academy Graduate

Former academy scholar Booth carried on working with 
Crewe after being released at the end of his scholarship in 
the summer, and was offered non-contract terms in August 
to provide cover and competition. The 18-year-old played 
at The Peninsula Stadium when Crewe beat the Under-18s 
in the FA Youth Cup last season, and has also played for 
Sandbach United earlier this season.

27

Harry Pickering
Signed: Academy Graduate

Left-back Pickering turns 21 at the end of the week, but can 
already boast over 100 appearances for Crewe’s first team. 
He signed pro terms in 2015-16 because of his influence in 
Under-18 and Under-23 matches, and made his debut at 
the end of the 2016-17 season after a good year with the 
Under-23s. ‘Pixie’ became a regular in 2017-18, and scored 
in the reverse fixture.

03 Eddie Nolan
Signed: July 2017

Irishman Nolan joined the club after being released by 
Blackpool, having not featured often for The Seasiders or 
at York the year before. After leaving youth team Blackburn 
Rovers, the 31-year-old joined Preston North End where he 
was a team mate of Chris Neal and in 2010 he moved to 
Scunthorpe United where he spent five years. In his first 
season at Crewe he won two Player of the Season awards.

06

Nicky Hunt
Signed: July 2018

Experienced defender Hunt enjoyed a successful trial in 
2018, and in the summer signed a one-year extension after 
25 appearances. The year before, the former Bolton player 
helped Notts County into the League Two play-offs, and he 
has also played for Accrington, Leyton Orient and Preston 
North End where he scored one back to set up Graham 
Alexander to equalise against Charlton in his last game.

15

Perry Ng
Signed: Academy Graduate

Made captain in the summer, the 23-year-old has already 
amassed over 100 appearances for The Alex after making 
his debut in the 2015-16 season. Prior to that the academy 
graduate had been named on the bench, and in the 2014-15 
season had a spell on loan at Hyde United. He was made 
first choice right-back in 2017-18 with the number two shirt, 
and last season he made 49 appearances.

02

Travis Johnson
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 19-year-old signed professional terms in the summer 
of 2018, but he had featured in pre-season games for a 
number of seasons after first being used by Steve Davis. 
Last season he was a regular in the Under-23s and the 
right-back will be hoping to keep up his progress with an 
eye on making his EFL debut. He played twice in Crewe’s 
Leasing.com Trophy games this season.

23

David
Artell
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Tommy Lowery
Signed: Academy Graduate

At 21, Lowery is another exciting prospect to have come 
through the Crewe academy and showed his quality with 
two goals against us at Gresty Road in September. He first 
signed a contract in May 2016 at the end of his scholarship, 
making his debut in October 2016. In 2017-18 he started as a 
starting player, but last season he missed the beginning of 
the season before becoming instrumental in the club’s form.

16

Rio Adebisi
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 19-year-old was handed a professional contract after 
finishing his scholarship in the summer, and can play as 
either a left wing back or a left winger. Last season he was 
captain of the Under-18s side who won 2-1 against our 
Under-18s in the FA Youth Cup at The Peninsula Stadium 
last season.

25

Daniel Powell
Signed: June 2019

The winger turned down a new contract at Northampton 
Town in the summer in favour of a move to Gresty Road, 
ending two years with The Cobblers. Formerly the 28-year-
old had spent nearly his whole career at MK Dons where 
he came through the youth system and made over 250 
appearances in the Championship and League One. He also 
had loan spells with Crawley and Forest Green Rovers.

07

Christian Mbulu
Signed: October 2019

Centre-back Mbulu signed a short-term deal having trained 
with the club in the summer. His break came in 2015 when 
Millwall signed him from Brentwood Town, and he also had 
a loan spell at Braintree Town before moving to Motherwell 
in 2018 after a trial. The 23-year-old made six appearances  
in the SPL before being released and spending the summer 
with The Railwaymen.

30

Charlie Kirk
Signed: Academy Graduate

The exciting 22-year-old had a stand out season last year 
with 11 goals in 42 matches and in the summer he was 
rewarded with the number 10 shirt. So far he has repaid 
that faith with six goals in 27 games (at the time of writing). 
A skilful midfielder, Kirk has come up through the club’s 
Under-18s and Under-23s and first received a squad number 
in January 2016 with his debut following in February 2016.

10James Jones
Signed: Academy Graduate

Ex-Scotland Under-21 international Jones graduated from 
the Alex academy and signed pro terms ahead of the 
2014-15 season, during which he made 26 appearances and 
was named the Breakthrough Player of the Year. A shoulder 
injury hampered his start to 2015-16, and likewise in 2017-18, 
but the 23-year-old is a reliable central midfielder for The 
Railwaymen.

08

Owen Dale
Signed: Academy Graduate

Dale has made his breakthrough into the first team this 
season after having a taste in each of the last two seasons. 
He signed pro terms in 2015-16 as a scholar having made 
an impression in the Under-18s and Under-23s and made his 
league debut at Grimsby in September 2017. The 21-year-old 
has also spent time on loan at Witton Albion and Altrincham 
to help his development.

19

Connor Heath
Signed: Academy Graduate

Midfielder Heath graduated from a two-year scholarship 
in the summer, and signed his first professional contract. 
Last season he was a top performer in the youth teams, 
and headed the Under-18s in front against Salford in the 
FA Youth Cup. His focus this season will be more on 
establishing himself as a consistent performer in the 
Under-23s.

26

Callum Ainley
Signed: Academy Graduate

Ainley’s influence in the team has grown season by season, 
as has his goal tally with the 22-year-old notching six goals 
in 48 appearances last term. His first appearance came in 
2015 after impressing for the Under-18s, but he dropped 
back to the Under-23s before going on to make 17 appear-
ances throughout the season.

11

Josh Lundstram
Signed: Academy Graduate

A graduate from the 2017 cohort, Lundstram has been a 
consistent performer in the Under-23s in the 2016-17 and 
2017-18 seasons before a loan spell at Nuneaton Borough 
in the National League North last season. The 20-year-old 
is adaptable and can play either in central midfield or at 
right-back.

20

Chris Porter
Signed: May 2017

At 36-years-old Porter is one of the most experienced 
players in the Crewe ranks, and last season finished as 
top scorer with 15 goals in 43 appearances. He started his 
career at Bury, scoring 20 in 78 before switching to Oldham 
Athletic after three years. A further 31 goals in 75 games 
resulted in moved to Motherwell, Derby County, Sheffield 
United and Colchester United.

09 Chuma Anene
Signed: August 2019 (LOAN)

The 26-year-old Norwegian is on loan for the season from 
Danish outfit FC Midtjylland. He started his career with 
Valarenga before dropping to Ullensaker/Kisa, then moving 
to Macedonian side Rabotnicki Skopje and Russian team 
Amkar Perm. Anene’s European exploits continued with a 
move to Kazakhstan from where he joined Midtjylland then 
Jerv on loan. He has hit some good form in December.

17

Paul Green
Signed: July 2018

Experienced midfielder Green signed permanently after a 
loan spell at the club from Oldham Athletic in January 2018. 
His career started at Doncaster where he made more than 
250 appearances in seven years before signing for Derby 
County in 2008 and playing just shy of 150 games. The 
36-year-old was called up for the Republic of Ireland before 
spells at Leeds United, Rotherham United and The Latics.

12

Oli Finney
Signed: Academy Graduate

First signed a deal while he was a scholar before he 
progressed to the first team squad after graduating from the 
academy. The 22-year-old was a regular in the Under-18s 
and has played a large role in the Under-23s for the last 
two seasons as well as making a handful of first team 
appearances. His debut came at the end of 2016-17, but last 
season was his real breakthrough with 19 games.

14

Ryan Wintle
Signed: January 2015

A central midfielder who impressed on trial from Alsager 
Town in 2015, Wintle was part of the Development Squad 
before making his first team debut in November 2015 and 
shortly after a broken foot curtailed his season. Artell 
re-called Wintle after he took over and has made the 
22-year-old a key component playing in a deep midfield 
role in the three.

04

Regan Griffiths
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 19-year-old is a central midfielder predominantly, with 
an ability to cut in off the flanks, and graduated from the 
Crewe academy in the summer of 2018. A more regular 
player in the Under-23s, Griffiths is yet to make his first 
senior appearance but if he can improve his consistency 
then he can hope to become a first team regular at some 
point...

18
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* In selected stores only  
Red Bull Original® 11g sugar per 100ml vs. 4.5g in Carabao® Original, Green Apple and Mandarin Orange per 100ml.

NOW AVAILABLE AT *

proud sponsor

AD-210x148-Carabao-Half the Sugar.indd   1 30/07/2019   22:45

5902     Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887. 

FOOTBALL TO 
AMSTERDAM
5-7 June 2020
400 cyclists, 3 days, 2 countries, 1 aim. 
Help stop prostate cancer being a killer. 
prostatecanceruk.org/amsterdam

 

5902     Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887. 

Join the biggest 
ride in football!

FOOTBALL 2 AMSTERDAM 2020: Represent The Ammies on 
the Biggest Ride in Football!

Leave your rivalries on the pitch and get on your bike to 
help stop a disease that kills one man every 45 minutes.

On 5-7 June, join over 400 football fans who will be taking 
part in Prostate Cancer UK’s flagship Football to Amsterdam 
bike ride. The extremely popular event, now on its 8th year 
is set to be bigger and better than ever before.

Sign up now at prostatecanceruk.org/amsterdam and get 
£50 off registration with the code F2A50.

Putting rivalries aside, fans will unite as they ride 145 miles 
through two countries, reaching Amsterdam’s Johan Cruijff 
Arena from their choice of two start locations - either London 
at the Olympic Park or in Yorkshire at Sheffield Wednesday’s 
Hillsborough Stadium.

This is your opportunity to represent The Ammies, meet 
like-minded people and most importantly raise money and 
awareness to beat our toughest opponent of all.

One man dies every 45 minutes from prostate cancer – 
that’s two men every football match. You and your mates 
can help make the difference to beat the most common 
cancer in men in the UK.

Footballing legend Paul Parker will be taking on Football 
to Amsterdam for the second consecutive year, he says “I’ll 
admit I was a little sceptical before the ride last year as I 
wasn’t much of a cyclist, but the support and camaraderie 
between all the riders guided me through – and I enjoyed 
the ride so much that I’ve signed up for 2020.

“Prostate Cancer UK is a terrific cause and is making huge 
strides in football and beyond. Events like Football to 
Amsterdam are playing a massive part in driving change for 
men but there’s still a lot of work to be done.

“That’s why I’m calling on football fans across the country to 
join me on the starting line next summer. With your support, 
we can help stop prostate cancer being a killer.”

Up for the challenge? Get yourself signed up and represent 
Salford City in the biggest ride in football.

Once registered, riders will be supported every pedal of 
the way and will also receive a Prostate Cancer UK cycling 
jersey, Football to Amsterdam wristband and a medal at 
the finish line.
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.

REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.

AD-210x148-KIO-Report It!.indd   1 23/08/2019   19:42
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 12 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup

Sun 19 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South

February 2020

Sun 2 Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

March 2020

Sun 1 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 
Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

TBC Walsall H P - P

TBC Shrewsbury Town H P - P

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A

Sat 11 Carlisle United A

Sat 18 Port Vale H

Sat 25 Rochdale A

February 2020

Sat 15 Fleetwood Town H

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

Sat 21 Carlisle United H

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan
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Tables

NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 11 9 1 1 64 20 44 28

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 8 7 0 1 31 6 25 21

3 Warrington Wolverines 9 4 3 2 27 14 13 15

4 Chester FC Women 10 4 2 4 22 23 -1 14

5 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 6 3 1 2 19 15 4 10

6 West Kirby Ladies 10 2 4 4 18 29 -11 10

7 Altrincham FC Ladies 4 2 1 1 7 5 2 7

8 Liverpool Feds Reserves 13 1 2 10 19 73 -54 5

9 Northwich Vixens First Women 5 1 1 3 16 16 0 4

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 6 0 1 5 15 37 -22 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Preston North End 12 9 1 2 40 18 22 28

2 Fleetwood Town 9 7 1 1 21 3 18 22

3 Salford City 10 7 0 3 30 16 14 21

4 Carlisle United 12 6 3 3 26 22 4 21

5 Blackpool 11 6 2 3 24 26 -2 20

6 Walsall 9 5 2 2 23 9 14 17

7 Tranmere Rovers 14 5 1 8 37 33 4 16

8 Oldham Athletic 12 4 3 5 24 25 -1 15

9 Accrington Stanley 10 4 0 6 13 24 -11 12

10 Shrewsbury Town 10 3 1 6 17 18 -1 10

11 Morecambe 11 1 4 6 11 34 -23 7

12 Rochdale 8 1 1 6 14 25 -11 4

13 Port Vale 10 1 1 8 14 41 -27 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.
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Rod
Appleton

On loan from
Scunthorpe United

On loan from
Sunderland

On loan from
Leicester City

On loan from
Luton Town

Steve & Mandy 
Taylor (Chorley)

Sponsorship 
Available

Sponsorship 
Available

Sponsorship 
Available

01
Chris Neal

09
Adam Rooney

20
Mani Dieseruvwe

02
Scott Wiseman

44
Craig Conway

28
Brandon 

Thomas-Asante

34
Alex Doyle

10
Danny Lloyd

21
Devante Rodney

03
Ibou Touray

11
Tom Walker

22
Dan Jones

04
Oscar Threlkeld

12
Kyle Letheren

23
Nathan Pond

05
Liam Hogan (C)

15
Cameron Burgess

16
Jack Baldwin

13
Sam Hughes

24
Martin Smith

06
Carl Piergianni

17
Richie Towell

25
Joey Jones

07
Luke Armstrong

18
Danny Whitehead

29
Jake Beesley

08
Lois Maynard

19
Mark Shelton

32
Jake Jervis

Manager
Graham Alexander

Assistant Manager
Chris Lucketti

GK Coach
Carlo Nash

Kitman
Paul Rushton

Head of Performance
Dave Rhodes

Physiotherapist
Steve Jordan

Sport Scientist
Rob Williams

Club Doctor
Dr. Mubin Ibrahim

Sponsorship 
Available

Sponsorship 
Available

Sponsorship 
Available
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Join us for EFL highlights
 Saturdays 9pm

Freeview 12  I  Freesat 167  I  Sky 144  I  Virgin 169

Sponsored by
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

GRIMSBY TOWN
Blundell Park
Wednesday 1st January, 15:00

We begin 2020 with a trip to The Mariners! Coach travel is 
available to supporters for £10 return, departing at 10:45am 
from the Henry Boddington. Tickets are now on sale for this 
game, and can be bought from the ticket office during 
opening hours at advance prices (£2 increase on the day).
Adults: £20, Students/Over-65s/15-18: £13, 14 and under: £5

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

WALSALL
The Peninsula Stadium
Saturday 4th January, 15:00

We return to The Peninsula Stadium a week on Saturday 
for the visit of Walsall in Sky Bet League Two!

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased from the 
ticket office during opening hours, or online.
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

NExt UP
OLDHAM ATHLETIC
Boundary Park / Sunday 29th December, 15:00

A first highly-anticipated local derby between these two sides, separated by just eight miles. The Latics made an early change 
in management with Dino Maamria, fresh from Stevenage, took over from Laurent Banide in mid-September.

By Road - Parking is limited at Boundary Park, but is available at the Hospital Car Park for £5 (use postcode OL1 2PA). 
Alternatively, use a Park & Ride site on the Metrolink system. Journey time from Salford: 20-30 minutes.
By Rail - The Metrolink network is the best way of getting to Oldham, and takes about 20 minutes from Manchester Victoria.  
The closest stop is Westwood which is roughly a 20-minute walk.
By Coach - Supporters Coach travel is available for £7.50, with coach(es) departing the Henry Boddington at 12:45. 
Seats can be reserved and purchased during ticket office opening hours.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.



SALFORD CITY CREWE ALEXANDRA

MANAGER
Graham Alexander

REFEREE
Peter Wright

ASSISTANT REFEREE
Ian Dudley

ASSISTANT REFEREE 
Christopher Ward

FOURTH OFFICIAL
Richard Aspinall

MANAGER
David Artell

01. Will Jaaskelainen
02. Perry Ng
03. Harry Pickering
04. Ryan Wintle
05. Olly Lancashire
06. Eddie Nolan
07. Daniel Powell
08. James Jones
09. Chris Porter
10. Charlie Kirk
11. Callum Ainley
12. Paul Green
13. Dave Richards
14. Oli Finney
15. Nicky Hunt
16. Tommy Lowery
17. Chuma Anene
18. Regan Griffiths
19. Owen Dale
20. Josh Lundstram
21. Luke Offord
23. Travis Johnson
25. Rio Adebisi
26. Connor Heath
27. Sam Booth

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Liam Hogan
06. Carl Piergianni
07. Luke Armstrong
08. Lois Maynard
09. Adam Rooney
10. Danny Lloyd
12. Kyle Letheren
13. Sam Hughes
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
18. Danny Whitehead
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
22. Dan Jones
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis
33. William Evans
34. Alex Doyle
44. Craig Conway


