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Enjoy expert HR and health & safety
support to get you back to business
Whether you need to manage furlough, stay COVID secure,
or make tough HR choices for your business, Peninsula’s here to
keep you safe and successful, whatever challenge you face:
• HR & Employment Law

• Staff Wellbeing

• Health & Safety

• Payroll Advice

Get

10%
off any of the
PENINSULA
services

0808 145 3388
Salford City vs Walsall
peninsula-uk.com

Quote:
www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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HONOURS
Eccles & District League Division 2
1955-56, 1959-60
Eccles & District League Division 3
1958-59
Manchester League Division 1
1968-69
Manchester League Premier Division
1974-75, 1975-76, 1976-77, 1978-79
Northern Premier League Division 1 North
2014-15
Northern Premier League Play-Off Winners
2015-16
National League North
2017-18
National League Play-Off Winners
2018-19
Lancashire FA Amateur Cup
1971, 1973, 1975
Manchester FA Challenge Trophy
1975, 1976
Manchester FA Intermediate Cup
1977, 1979
NWCFL Challenge Cup
2006
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We’ve been voted ‘Uswitch
Most Popular Broadband
Provider of the Year’ for
the second year running.
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Richie Wellens
“we could, and maybe should, have been ahead by
more... But we are unbeaten in four and have some good
momentum with us going into today’s game”
I hope you all had a good Christmas Day with
your families, and I hope you are all now looking
forward to this afternoon’s game against Walsall.
It has been pleasing to see some aspects of our
performances where we have played well, and I
can see how the players are really starting to take
on board the things we are working on in training.
What we need to do now is more of that for longer
periods of matches, and try to make results more
comfortable.
We could, and maybe should, have been ahead by
three or more against both Newport and Harrogate,
but we are unbeaten in four and have some good
momentum with us going into today’s game.
Seeing Willo back on the score sheet at Harrogate
was pleasing, he has worked hard to come back
from his injury and no doubt will have a lot more to
contribute this season. We have a good number of
attacking options, but there are a couple of areas
that we need to strengthen in January which will

help us to hopefully push on towards our ultimate
aim of promotion.
This week has been good to get some work into the
players without a mid-week game, and of course
allow them some time to celebrate Christmas, but
that should not take away from our concentration.
Walsall are in good form with four wins in a row,
they’re level on points with us, and have aspirations
of their own so we can’t allow ourselves to drop
from the high standards we have shown in the last
couple of weeks. On that note I’d like to extend
a warm welcome to Darrell Clarke, his staff and
players, and wish you a safe return afterwards.
This is our last home game of what has been a
strange year, 2020, but I want to thank you for
the warm welcome you have given me and I wish
everyone a happier 2021.
Come on Salford!
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Every business
needs a
Champion
Against a backdrop of COVID-19, your accountant
should go beyond just compliance to deliver a
complete advisory role.
At Champion, we are one of our clients’ greatest
assets, supporting individuals, businesses and
their teams in a collaborative partnership.

Speak to one of our
experts today.
Offices in Manchester (HQ), Chester,
Blackpool and Preston
info@championgroup.co.uk

Salford City vs Walsall

0161 703 2500
www.linkedin.com/company/
champion-accountants
@ChampionAccount
www.championgroup.co.uk
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Frankly Speaking...
Last week I was reading a magazine article on the
impact the severe winter conditions which hit the
country from January 1947 had on football across
the various leagues. It got me to wondering how the
effects of the current pandemic might be getting
reported in 73 years’ time.
When the bad weather attacked with a
vengeance towards the end of January ‘47
temperatures were reported of -20 °C, snow fell
on a daily basis resulting in whole areas being
cut off.

Football League. We had opened the campaign
with a home victory over Stevenage, entertained
Leeds United in the Carabao Cup, went out of the
FA Cup in a replay to Burton Albion and progressed
in the Leasing.com Trophy.

Other Influences added to the hardship. There were
post-war fuel and food shortages, foodstuffs were
still on ration and supplies of coal couldn’t satisfy
demand. The government introduced a countrywide programme of power cuts. Even the fledgling
television service was shut down. When the thaw
eventually came it led to severe flooding all over
the place.

This time last year we were preparing for our first
– and as it turned out successful - visit to Oldham
to take on the Latics in a competitive fixture. (We
had been to Boundary Park on a previous occasion
but that was for the final of the Manchester County
Premier Cup against Ashton United in 2002.) And
as we moved through the opening weeks of the
new year, we were more than holding our own in
the Sky Bet League Two.

All of the above obviously had a knock-on effect on
sport. At one stage the Football League stated that
they were faced with having to choose between
abandoning the season’s championships (which
they considered would be a sore blow to the clubs
at the top of divisions), playing on halfway through
the summer or perhaps – what they considered
the best solution - playing behind closed doors
those games needed to conclude the league
programmes.
They decided to battle on. In total more than 140
league matches were postponed and it was the
14th June before the season managed to come
to a conclusion. The circumstances could hardly
have been more different 70 odd years ago, but
the dilemma facing football’s governing bodies
at that time was identical to what they have been
presented with today because of Covid-19.
And yet it had all begun so well. The 2019-20
season had started brightly for supporters of
Salford City FC. After 80 years (and following
a concerted surge over the previous five years)
the club had arrived at the ‘promised land’ of the
What did Adam say on the day before Christmas?
It’s Christmas, Eve!

Unfortunately, unbeknown to all of us, our first
season was to end in a damp squib as the league
campaign was cut short and our scheduled
Wembley appearance against Portsmouth was, as
they say, ‘put on the back burner’.
It had all begun quietly enough, a news item
reporting a virus in one city in China escalated into
a lockdown in Italy ending up in our home win over
Bradford City being the season’s conclusion, and
the last time we have had supporters allowed into
our home matches.
But we approach the dawn of another new year
and we are all hoping that our sporting routine will
take on a familiar lease of life and get us back to
how things used to be. Hopefully everyone will
have maintained their allegiance to the Ammies.
When you next venture into the Peninsula Stadium
you will have the prospect of witnessing a different
manager in the dugout and appreciating the skills
of players you have not previously witnessed in the
flesh in the colours of Salford City. Here’s hoping!!
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Harrogate Town - 0
Salford City - 1
The EnviroVent Stadium
19/12/2020
Sky Bet League Two

Possession

41%

59%

Shots
8

17
Shots On Target

3

9
Corners

5

8
Fouls Committed

16

Salford City

1.
2.
6.
7.

James Belshaw
Ryan Fallowfield
Warren Burrell (c)
George Thomson
(Kerry 73’)
10. Aaron Martin
12. Jake Lawlor
14. Brendan Kiernan
15. Connor Kirby
18. Jack Muldoon
20. Connor Hall
22. Ed Francis
(Miller 85’)

1.
3.
4.
5.
6.
10.
12.
18.
19.

Substitutes

Substitutes

13. Joe Cracknell
16. Jon Stead
17. Lloyd Kerry
19. Calvin Miller
26. Kevin Lokko

21. Nick Hayes
9. Tom Elliott
11. Bruno Andrade
16. Jordan Turnbull
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
39. Mo Touray

Vaclav Hladky
Ibou Touray
Jason Lowe
Ash Eastham (c)
Tom Clarke
Ash Hunter
Di’Shon Bernard
Oscar Threlkeld
James Wilson (18)
(Dieseruvwe 84’)
37. Brandon Thomas-Asante
(Andrade 74’)
40. Ian Henderson

9
Yellow Cards

3

1
Red Cards

0

Harrogate Town

0

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy!
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James Wilson’s first half strike sent Salford into the
League Two play-offs in time for Christmas with a 1-0
win away at Harrogate Town.
James Wilson’s clinically taken first-half goal
proved enough to give Salford City a deserved
win at Harrogate Town’s EnviroVent Stadium. The
division’s meanest defence were relatively rarely
troubled, although a late chance or two for the
home side had Ammie pulses racing a little. Even
so, three away points and a ninth clean sheet in
18 league games make this another eminently
satisfactory day.
Simon Weaver’s side started the game quite
promisingly and the first opening went their way as
early as the third minute. Aaron Martin met a free
kick from the right with a header that looped into
the air, then down into the arms of Václav Hladký.
Town would see more of the ball during the early
stages but struggled – as they would for much of
the afternoon – to find their way through a welldrilled Salford defence. The possession quickly
became more even, but there wouldn’t be much in
the way of goalmouth action until the Ammies went
ahead during the 18th minute. There seemed to be
relatively little danger as Brandon Thomas-Asante
Salford City vs Walsall

picked up possession just inside his own half
and well right of centre. The forward had spotted
movement ahead and launched a lofted left-foot
pass that dropped into the left-hand side of the
penalty area. Wilson reacted fast to get onto the
end of it, ahead of chasing defender and former
Ammie Jake Lawlor. There was plenty of work to do
yet, but from the angle of the six-yard box Wilson
clipped a low effort past James Belshaw and into
the far bottom corner. A great finish and a fifth
league goal of the season from Wilson who has
only just returned from injury.
Harrogate looked to respond and a couple of
minutes later Jack Muldoon collected Martin’s pass
in space on the left before squaring a ball into the
danger area. Jason Lowe whacked that one behind
for a corner that was delivered from Harrogate’s
left. A partial clearance fell for Muldoon but from
15 yards out he could only screw a shot wide of
Hladký’s left-hand post.
On 27 minutes Ibou Touray played a ball up the left
flank for Hunter. A typical twisting run inside was
www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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followed up by a pass nudged inside for Lowe who
hit an 18-yarder that deflected off a defender and
wide of the keeper’s right-hand post. Hunter took
the corner and it dropped temptingly across the
face of goal without getting a touch from anybody.

Salford’s right, with a couple of red-shirted players
having a prod at it as a six-yard box scramble
ensued. Finally the ball dropped for Henderson at
the far post but he was left disappointed as a closerange effort was charged down.

A good first half for the Ammies who had started
quietly – yet firmly – before asserting themselves
to score a goal of some quality. Town were struggling
to exert consistent pressure and it was the visitors
who looked more likely to add to the scoring. In
the 62nd minute a neat spell of passing ended with
Threlkeld sliding a good pass to the left for Hunter
to hit an 18-yarder that was blocked by Lawlor.

Harrogate were still in the game, despite being
second best for a considerable chunk of it. They
almost took advantage 18 minutes from time as
Muldoon’s pass into the box was held up by Kirby.
A return ball gave Muldoon chance to shoot and
from 18-yards and right-of-centre he drilled in a low
shot that Hladký managed to stop, dropping to his
right. The ball squirmed loose but Salford’s in-form
keeper recovered quickly to gather as Martin
closed in.

A chance did present itself for Harrogate midway
through the second half as Thomson lofted a
free kick from halfway and wide on the left. The
ball fell for Hall who got in a looping header that
Hladký had to grasp just underneath his crossbar. A
modest opportunity for the home side, but a timely
reminder that the three points weren’t wrapped up
for the Ammie Christmas stocking just yet. Another
Salford goal was overdue and it could well have
arrived just a minute or so after Hall’s chance.
Thomas-Asante collected a long ball up the right
flank before heading for the line then cutting inside.
An unselfish pass was played back for Hunter to hit
an angled effort that Belshaw pushed around his
left-hand upright. Hunter delivered the corner, from
What do monkeys sing at Christmas?
Jungle Bells!

Bruno Andrade had only been on the pitch for
five minutes when he broke through the inside
right channel before hitting a powerful effort, with
Belshaw pulling off a tremendous stop to keep his
side in the game.
Harrogate kept going – they had no choice – and
right at the end of the time added on a cross from
the left dropped towards Lawlor at the near angle
of the six-yard box. A real chance to put one over
on his old club beckoned, but Lawlor was left in
despair as his flicked header dropped across the
face of goal and outside the far post.
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Salford City - 1
Newport County - 1
The Peninsula Stadium
15/12/2020
Sky Bet League Two

Possession

45%

55%

Shots
12

14
Shots On Target

9

8
Corners

3

7
Fouls Committed

24

Salford City

Newport County

1.
3.
4.
5.
6.
10.

Vaclav Hladky
Ibou Touray
Jason Lowe
Ash Eastham (c)
Tom Clarke
(44)
Ash Hunter
(Turnbull 81’)
12. Di’Shon Bernard
18. Oscar Threlkeld
19. James Wilson
(Andrade 75’)
37. Brandon Thomas-Asante
(Elliott 90+1’)
40. Ian Henderson
(Denny 90+1’)

30. Nick Townsend
3. Ryan Haynes
(Longe-King 86’)
6. Brandon Cooper
8. Matty Dolan
(Willmott 22’)
9. Padraig Amond
(Collins 63’)
10. Josh Sheehan (c) (90+4’p)
11. Tristan Abrahams
(Ellison 63’)
17. Scot Bennett
19. Scott Twine
(Devitt 63’’)
28. Mickey Demetriou
32. Liam Shephard

Substitutes

Substitutes

31. William Evans
9. Tom Elliott
11. Bruno Andrade
16. Jordan Turnbull
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
28. Alex Denny
39. Mo Touray

1. Tom King
7. Robbie Willmott
14. Jamie Devitt
15. David Longe-King
21. Lewis Collins
22. Kevin Ellison
24. Aaron Lewis

10
Yellow Cards

3

2
Red Cards

0
What is white and minty?
A polo bear!

0
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League Two leaders Newport escaped with a point
after a controversial late penalty cruelly denied
Salford three points.
A contentious penalty during time added on
denied Salford City what would have been a
richly deserved victory against league leaders
Newport County. A bullet header from Tom Clarke
put the Ammies ahead just before half-time and
Richie Wellens’ side could have had more goals.
A great performance from visiting keeper Nick
Townsend – who counted a penalty save from
Ian Henderson amongst his best moments – held
Salford at bay before they were cruelly stung by
that late, late decision.
An industrious start to the game from both sides,
with the first effort of note coming from the Exiles
in the sixth minute. Scott Twine must have been
well over 30 yards out when he tried a lofted leftof-centre effort, with the ball bouncing once before
being collected by home keeper Václav Hladký. A
modest effort but Salford went closer four minutes
later after Henderson delivered a peach of a cross
from the right towards the far post. Ash Hunter
smacked in an eight-yard volley that Townsend
managed to push away and when the home
forward followed up with a downward header the
Salford City vs Walsall

keeper did well again, this time smothering the ball.
County could have snatched the lead in the 13th
minute when an inventive corner routine led
to a pass being flicked into the box for Mickey
Demetriou whose shot nicked off Threlkeld then off
the post.
Newport were being pushed back and when
Henderson slipped a ball into the right-hand side
of the box Hunter had space to advance before
hitting a low left-footer from an angle. Once again
Townsend was equal to it, dropping and extending
a strong right arm to make a good save. There
would be no let-up and after a crisp exchange
of passes Thomas-Asante broke though the
centre before slamming in an 18-yarder that the
overworked keeper pushed away to the right.
A goal was most definitely in the air, but it almost
came from Newport County as they broke swiftly
in the 41st minute. Twine and Tristan Abrahams
exchanged passes before the former hit a low
12-yarder that Ibou Touray hacked off the line.
www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

15

A scare for Salford after they’d been very much
in control, but the response was spot on. In the
penultimate minute of the half Hunter’s corner
from the right dropped to the edge of the six-yard
box where Clarke arrived to bullet a header past
Townsend.
The Ammies deserved their half-time advantage,
but the opening stages of the second half were
even and relatively uneventful. That changed in the
55th minute Willmot was penalised for handball
inside the area following a Hunter corner. The
referee had a look before pointing at the spot. A
glorious opportunity to double the advantage, yet
although Henderson hit the ball low hard, it was
close to Townsend who dropped to his right and
made an impressive blocking save.
Salford went very close to getting their second
goal in the 72nd minute. Thomas-Asante picked
up possession and turned before unleashing a
venomous effort, with Townsend pulling off a
brilliant save to deny him. The ball dropped to
the right where Clarke hit a pacey, rising drive
that the recovering keeper managed to tip over
the crossbar for a corner. Top-class keeping
from Townsend, but he was almost beaten soon
afterwards after Hunter delivered low from the left,
with under-pressure Thomas-Asante getting a touch
at the near post. Salford’s luck was out again as the
Who do Santa’s helpers call when they’re ill?
The National Elf Service!

ball dropped just past the far upright. Wilson was
the next to find his luck was out, as a nicely struck
angled effort 16 minutes from time clipped the post.
The Ammies should probably have had at least
a two-goal cushion by this point but were almost
pegged back 11 minutes from time when Scot
Bennett unleashed an effort that came back off the
woodwork. Another warning – if any were needed
– that County have attacking teeth, as you would
expect from a side at the top of the league. The
Exiles pushed forward during the closing stages
and Willmott tricked his way past Threlked before
driving in a low right-of-centre effort that took a
defensive deflection before being pushed past the
far post by Hladký.
There were five minutes of time to be added on
and during the second of those a corner dropped
into the Salford penalty area from Newport’s right.
County’s Brandon Cooper made a run and seemed
to be clipped by teammate Demetriou right in front
of goal, with both players down and claiming a
penalty. The referee pointed at the spot, consulted
his assistant and confirmed the award of a penalty.
It looked very much as if the contact had been
between two County players, but the spot-kick
had been awarded. Skipper Josh Sheehan made
no mistake, lifting a shot into the net with Hladký
committed to his right.
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HELPING FAMILIES ENJOY
FOOTBALL AT HOME
The ‘homemade waste pipe goal’. Waste pipes, push-fit
knuckle bends and some barrier fencing. It doesn’t seem
like much, but sometimes it’s all you need to transform
your garden into a proper footy pitch.

Salford City vs Walsall
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Walsall
Founded
1888
Nickname
The Saddlers
Home Ground
The Banks’s Stadium
(11,300)
Manager
Darrell Clarke
Last Meeting
Salford 1-2 Walsall
Sky Bet League Two
04/01/2020
Form (Last 4)
W 1-3 at Tranmere
05/12/20
W 2-1 vs Bolton
12/12/20
W 2-3 at Oldham
15/12/20
W 4-3 vs Port Vale
19/12/20

There is a peculiarity already about Walsall being our final
opponents of 2020 because they were also our first opponents of
the calendar year way back in January. But on reading that issue of
the programme back there are some similarities in how both teams
come into the game.
Back then Walsall had the opportunity to leapfrog Salford, and duly
did with a 2-1 win; they were unbeaten in three on the road (as they
are now); and they were very much a ‘form team’ in the sense that
they can string runs together that are either very good, or not so good.
Right now Darrell Clarke’s side are enjoying a very good streak of
four wins in a row, re-finding the consistency that saw them hold
the country’s longest unbeaten league run until the end of October.
Stretching back into last season, The Saddlers had managed 13
league games without defeat going back to February.
However last Saturday they came close to defeat after Port Vale went
2-0 up at the Banks’s Stadium. Clarke took drastic action, making four
half time changes, and they paid off as a brace each from Dan Scarr
and substitute Jake Scrimshaw secured a 4-3 victory. Afterwards
Clarke came out and said he made the wrong team selection although
he has been fairly consistent with his line-up, making just two changes
over the last four games, one of which was enforced with Zak Jules
picking up an injury at Oldham.
After relegation from League One in 2019 ended a 12-year stay in the
third tier, the highlight of which was a third-place finish in 2015-16 that
culminated in a play-off semi-final defeat, The Saddlers finished 12th;
a place behind us. During the summer Clarke only brought in two
players on permanent contracts in Emmanuel Osadebe and Hayden
White, but has enhanced the squad with three loan signings and by
promoting three players from the academy.
In a decent position, Walsall will be optimistic about their chances this
afternoon and for the season as they aim to return to League One.
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James Clarke arrived at Walsall in the summer of
2019 to work with Darrell Clarke for a third time
in his career.
The 31-year-old, who plays predominantly as a
centre-back, has previously won promotions with
Clarke at Salisbury City, and from League Two with
Bristol Rovers in 2015-16.

in the dugout
Darrell Clarke has enjoyed a decent start to his
managerial career, winning four promotions from
the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh tiers.
In his playing days Clarke represented the likes
of Mansfield Town, where he graduated from the
academy, and Hartlepool United, who he won
promotion from the Third Division with in 2002-03.
The midfielder then joined Salisbury City in
2007, where he spent the next six years and
had his first foray into management after The
Whites were relegated from The Conference to
the Southern Premier League as punishment for
financial problems. Clarke led them to promotion
via the play-offs in his first season, 2010-11, before
promotion from the Conference South in 2012-13,
again through the play-offs.

He started his career with Watford, having spells
with Oxford United and Oxford City, where he
made over 150 appearances for the latter and won
promotion from the Southern League.
Signed by Clarke at Salisbury in 2012, the pair won
promotion from the Conference South in 2012-13
before the defender joined Woking in 2014. He then
signed for Bristol in 2015, linking up with Clarke
again and winning promotion to League One where
they helped The Gas to establish themselves in the
third tier.
Position

Defender

Age

31

Signed

May 2019

Squad No.

5

Ahead of the 2013-14 campaign the now 43-yearold joined League Two Bristol Rovers as Assistant
Manager, becoming Manager in March 2014.
Despite being unable to prevent relegation to the
National League, he led the Gas to back-to-back
promotions from the National League (2014-15,
Play-Off winners) and League Two (2015-16, 3rd)
before finishing 10th and 13th in League One
over the next two seasons, and leaving Rovers in
December 2018
Salford City vs Walsall
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Between the Sticks
Goalkeeper Jack Rose joined Walsall on a
permanent deal ahead of the 2020-21 campaign,
having spent last season on loan from Premier
League Southampton.
The 25-year-old was born in Solihull and started his
career with nearby West Bromwich Albion, making
his League Two debut in November 2014 on loan at
Accrington Stanley. That was followed by a spell
with Crawley Town where Rose had a run of games
in April 2016, also on loan.
In August 2017 he signed for The Saints, but
didn’t make a senior appearance before joining
Walsall on loan last season when he made six
appearances. Having been used in the Papa John’s
Trophy, Rose is currently enjoying a run of league
games and has started the last five.
Age

25

Signed

September 2020

Squad No.

13

One To Watch
Front man Elijah Adebayo is a man in form after
scoring four goals in his last six appearances,
meaning he has already equalled his tally for
2019-20.
The 22-year-old moved to The Banks’s Stadium
in the summer of 2019 after being released by
Fulham, and took a bit of time to get going but
Manager Darrell Clarke said in a recent interview
that he believes hard work is paying off for the
forward, who have improved vastly.
Adebayo started playing for The Whites at Under-9
level, and had loan spells with Slough Town,
Cheltenham Town and Swindon Town, where he
scored five goals in 30 games and worked with
Richie Wellens for a short while.

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
Tinselitis!

Position

Striker

Age

22

Signed

June 2019

Squad No.

11
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Own a business?
Let’s talk tactics
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Commercial Litigation • Intellectual Property • Licensing
Tax and Estate Planning • Residential Property • Family

CallSalford
usCitytoday
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2020/2021 STAT PACK
SALFORD CITY

WALSALL

MATCH FACTS & TOTAL CARDS
The home side has lost both
Football League meetings
between Salford City and
Walsall, with both games
coming last season.

34

Walsall won 2-1 in this
exact fixture last season,
having lost 0-3 at home
against Salford earlier in the
campaign.

29
0

2

�� �� �� �� ��
�� �� �� �� ��
25

26

GOALS

222

232

SHOTS

25.1

29.4

14

EXPECTED GOALS

54

24

GOALS
CONCEDED

49.4

11.3

AVERAGE
POSSESSION %

11.2

SHOT CONVERSION
RATE %

23.3

26.8

9

EXPECTED GOALS
AGAINST

1

3

CLEAN
SHEETS

14

11

POINTS GAINED AFTER
TRAILING

8

POINTS DROPPED
AFTER LEADING

GOAL TIMES
0-15
16-30
31-45
46-60
61-75
76-90

SCORED

CONCEDED

4
6
5
3
4
3

0
2
3
3
2
4

0-15
16-30
31-45
46-60
61-75
76-90

Data excludes games played after Dec 21

POWERED BY

SCORED

CONCEDED

2
5
2
9
4
4

3
3
6
5
3
4

STEP UP
YOUR GAME
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complete real estate
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0113 320 4717
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Around Non-League
The year 2020 is unlikely to be viewed with much
affection in the future, and non-league clubs certainly
won’t be sorry to see the end of it. The stop-start nature
of the current season also raises the spectre of a huge
fixture logjam if the various league competitions are to
be completed.
The National League is currently active, but there
is a lot of football yet to play. By Boxing Day
of 2018 Salford City had completed 26 league
fixtures – more than half of the season’s total.
This year no club will have played more than 15
games, and one (Dover Athletic) might not even
make it into double figures.
In the National League North Darlington have only
seven games under their belt, although Curzon
Ashton have managed to get 14 played. It doesn’t
take a genius to work out that some clubs will be
looking at playing three games a week before too
long if the current campaign is to stand any chance
of being finished properly.
On a brighter note, striker Luke Armstrong has
moved to Hartlepool United on loan, and has
notched up four goals during his first three league
outings.
In the Northern Premier League the situation is
equally concerning, with Hyde United having
played just six Premier Division games, leaving
36 to be squeezed in before May. Even with good
weather and – hopefully – the retreat of Covid-19,
that’s going to be a tall order.
The North West Counties League has a 38-game
league programme but at the moment Premier
Division side Burscough have only managed to
play three. Our pals at Irlam have done well to
get eight league games in, but nobody in the top
division has managed more than that. Holker
Old Boys have completed just two games and
spare a though for FC Isle of Man. Their first ever
season at semi-professional level should have
been a celebration for the whole island, but due to
restrictions on travel they have yet to play a single
league game.
What do you call a three-legged donkey?
A wonkey!

Talk is brewing of seasons being re-organised in
some leagues, to avoid last season’s abrupt fullstop with no promotion or relegation. We’ll have to
see what comes of that, and keep fingers crossed
that 2021-22 sees the full return of spectators and
an uninterrupted playing schedule.
If there is a lighter side to the current situation, it
might be the numbers of people who have decided
to give their local non-league club a visit. With
EFL and Premier League spectating opportunities
at best extremely limited, quite a number of clubs
have recorded encouraging turnouts over recent
weeks.
Last Saturday Barnton – a village near Northwich –
had 247 in to see their FA Vase tie versus Seaham
Red Star, with the visitors running out 4-0 winners.
That crowd is at least double what Barnton might
have expected in ‘normal’ circumstances.
Also in the Vase, Congleton Town had nearly 300
fans for their game versus Coventry United and
most of them will have gone home happy following
a penalty shootout win for the Bears.
Irlam equalised in the final minute of their NWC
Premier League game at home to Barnoldswick
Town then snatched a winner deep into time added
on, with 134 at Silver Street for that one. A modest
enough attendance, but a marked increase on what
they would have expected for the same game last
season.
Hopefully some of that enthusiasm from supporters
will remain after things return to normal – it would
be nice to think that our local sides might be able to
claw back some lost revenue. Enjoy the rest of the
festive season as much as you can and stay safe.
Andy Giblin
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warm-up

The Match

1. Which player blurred out
below are you selecting to
start?

2. Walsall were the first visitors
to The Peninsula Stadium
in 2020. Can you complete
the starting line-up from that
match?
1. Chris Neal
3. Ibou Touray
__ __________
5. Liam Hogan
7. Luke Armstrong
__ __________
17. Richie Towell
25. Joey Jones
28. Brandon Asante
32. Jake Jervis
__ __________

Answers

1. Vaclav Hladky
2. Oscar Threlkeld (4), Cameron
Burgess (15), Craig Conway (44)
3. A 4. Brandon Thomas-Asante
5. Ash Hunter
6. Di’Shon Bernard, Tylor Golden,
Josh Gordon, Jake Scrimshaw

Penalties 1. 1965 2. 1860
3. 1888-89 4. Preston North End
5. 13-4 6. Southport 7. Shrewsbury
Town 8. Bristol City 9. Charlton
Athletic 10. Ian Holloway

Salford City vs Walsall

3. Tom Clarke scored his
first goal for Salford against
Newport County, and has been
playing more regularly at right
back this season.
Which is he challenging Ryan
Haynes for though? A, B or C?

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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penalties
4. The Saddlers won 2-1
here in January, but who
scored our goal?

Have a go at these questions to test
your football knowledge!
They are ordered A-B-A-B if you want
to challenge a friend to a best of five...
1.

5. Who made their
Salford debut
against Walsall in
January, coming on
from the bench?
A - James Wilson
B - Ash Hunter
C - Darron Gibson

Christmas Day last hosted a fixture in
England in what year; 1958 or 1965?

2. What year was the first ‘recognised’
Boxing Day game? 1860 or 1878?
3. The first league Boxing Day fixtures took
place in 1888-89 or 1891-92?
4. On that day, Derby played what
Lancashire club?
5. In 1935 Tranmere played Oldham; what
was the score? 4-3 or 13-4?
6. The Latics have a record though, winning
11-0 in 1962 versus Bradford or Southport?
7.

Steve Cotterill is now manager of who?

8. Ashton Gate is home of...?
9. What team is known as The Addicks?

6. Can you unscramble the
names of these four players,
two from each team?
1 - RENHOS IBANDDR
2 - LONGE ROYLTD
3 - NODS HOGJOR
4 - CHAM SIRJKWASE

10. Who resigned from Grimsby this week?
How did you get on?
1 to 3 - Dog and Duck Pub FC
4 to 6 - Have you had a trial?
7 to 9 - Going good, that move is
		 round the corner!
All 10 - Champion of the World
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It was in this fixture last year that Salford first had
a glimpse of Ash Hunter when he came on as a
half time substitute for Jake Jervis, and although
the result didn’t go Salford’s way - the debutant
having two or three opportunities to score himself
- the consensus amongst supporters and people
at the club was that we had a player to give us
the spark that was perhaps missing in the first
half of the campaign.
The 25-year-old proceeded to fulfil those
expectations, scoring five goals in his remaining
10 appearances before the Coronavirus pandemic
brought the season to a halt to finish as the
joint-third top scorer behind Adam Rooney (9) and
Brandon Thomas-Asante (6). Two of those efforts
were nominated for the Goal of the Season award,
with his first half strike against Bradford City in
March’s 3-0 win scooping the award.
Unsurprising then that ahead of the 2020-21
campaign Ash returned to Salford, this time on
a two-year deal, and it seems that despite the
lengthy lay-off caused by the pandemic he hasn’t
lost his stride.
Widely cited as a player “too good for this level”,
Ash’s stats and personal honours have continued
to stand out with multiple Team of the Week
Salford City vs Walsall

nominations and two Goal of the Month awards
coming off the back of the joint most goals (7)
and assists (5) in the squad with Ian Henderson.
Still playing in mainly a left wing role, Ash has
been directly involved in 34.3% of Salford’s goals
this season, had 60 shots in League Two (fourth
highest), and is averaging one goal every three
league games.
They are impressive figures, and illustrate the sort
of return The Ammies were hoping for when Ash
returned on a permanent deal. However there was
a point as a youth player that the former Burton
Albion trainee nearly turned away having been let
go on a few occasions.
“When I first started playing football I was picked
up by Derby at the age of seven, I was at Derby
for a few years until 13/14, then I had a short spell
at Aston Villa and a short spell at Barnsley, then I
found myself at 16 without a club.
“I got picked up by Burton Albion, did one year as a
scholar there, got injured and stopped playing for a
year and a half, then I joined Ilkeston.
“I think for the first year or so I wasn’t really too
bothered about going back into football, I’d sort of
given up, I’d had multiple times being told I wasn’t
www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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good enough so I think I accepted it, then when
I went to Ilkeston it was like a breath of fresh air
really and it all started again from there.”
It was ahead of the 2014-15 season that Ash joined
up with then-Northern Premier League Ilkeston, a
level above where Salford were in the NPL Division
1 North, and he was one of a handful of players
for The Robins at the time - including Che Adams
(Southampton), Kieran Wallace (Burton Albion) and
Jake Mulraney (Atlanta United) - to move on to
higher levels of the game.
However he didn’t leave without picking up a few
tricks and traits from playing amongst grown adults
at such a young age, things that have moulded him
into the winger that we know now.
“A few of my friends that I’d known from a few
different clubs over the years were playing for
Ilkeston and one of them, his Dad was the coach
so he texted me saying would you be interested
in playing for us this year, and obviously without
playing for a year I was eager to go and be playing
again.
“We ended up doing really well that year, we had
a few lads, I think four or five lads, that ended up
going to the Football League from that team.
What do you get if you cross a bell with dirty playing kit?
Jingle Smells!

“We had a squad of young lads that were all in
basically the same position as me, and we had a
few older experienced lads that helped us through
it and taught us how to cope with non-league,
manage the games and I learned a lot from that
experience I think.
“I’d say I’m still a bit nasty and don’t back out of a
tackle, I like going in for a little full-blooded tackle
and that comes from non-league; you can’t back
out of tackles when you’re playing against big men
at the age of 17/18.”
Fleetwood Town offered Ash a way back towards
the professional game when they paid Ilkeston a
“sizeable” fee for the 19-year-old in January 2015,
and over the next five years he cut his teeth with
The Cod Army in League One, scoring a total of 38
goals in over 200 appearances.
“When I signed for Fleetwood in the January,
Graham Alexander was the manager and I signed
as an Under-23s player, then I think it was a
couple of days later I played for the Under-23s
against Leeds, ended up winning 2-0, scored both
goals and the Saturday after I made my debut so
everything changed really fast to be fair.
Continued...
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“we’ve had a couple of games that we should have won,
but I think by the end of the season we’ll be right up
there; we’ve got a great team and a good group of lads.”
“I thought after my year off that football’s not going
to work for me, then I went to Fleetwood, got a
chance, and when I signed there I said to my Dad
that I want to make my debut as quick as possible,
then within a week or two I made it.
“It taught me a lot, the five years I spent at
Fleetwood. I had loads of ups and a couple of
downs, but obviously it made me the person I am
today.”
With game time becoming limited under Joey
Barton, Ash decided it was time for a new club and
joined the list of players to have played for both
Fleetwood and Salford by making the move to
Moor Lane.
It quickly became a new home for the Midlandsborn player, and that enjoyment has been reflected
in performances so much so that, with seven goals
in 23 so far, he is well on course to try and record
a season best return, which currently stands
at 11 goals in 55 appearances in 2016-17 when
Fleetwood reached the League One play-off semifinals.
“I’ve enjoyed the year or so I’ve been here,
probably had six months between the end of last
season and start of this season which has been a
bit weird, I’ve never experienced that before, but
since I’ve joined I’ve almost played every game so
I’m really enjoying it.
“I think I settled in quite quickly, I got to know
quite a few of the lads when I first joined like
Ibby, Brandon, Bruno came and I formed a good
friendship group with them, then obviously Ash
came from Fleetwood and I travel in with him now
into training, so the lads have helped me settle in
really well.
“To hear the fans singing your name when you’re
new at a club is a great feeling, it makes you feel
Who is Rudolph’s favourite pop star?
Beyon-sleigh

that you’re doing really well. I think not having fans
in the stadium for a home game, it helps when they
are there but like when we had Carlisle away, they
had loads of fans cheering them on, it just puts the
away team under pressure a bit, like we got booed
every time we got the ball, and because it had
been so long since we had fans there it was a bit of
a weird feeling really.”
This season Salford are currently seventh, just
inside the play-offs, and Ash is confident of
both returning to League One and setting a new
personal best. But he was also quick to add that he
doesn’t feel the Club will stop there, and that The
Ammies have the potential to reach up into at least
the Championship.
“It’s going well this season, we’ve got a couple of
important games coming up. We’ve had a couple of
games that we should have won, but I think by the
end of the season we’ll be right up there; we’ve got
a great team and a good group of lads.
“I think we’ve got enough to be right up there at
the end of the season. Newport who are top of the
league, we gave them a good game at home the
other week, unfortunate not to pick up the three
points against them, we gave Cheltenham a good
game who obviously didn’t beat us so we’re giving
the top sides a real good game and run for their
money when we play them.
“I’m doing alright, could have had a few more
goals, a few more assists, but I’m happy with my
total and hopefully I can keep adding to it. Every
season I always set my goals out to be 10 goals
and 10 assists, so I’m on the way to doing that this
year and hopefully I can break it.
“I want to get as high as possible. After the history
that Salford have got with all the promotions I don’t
see why we can’t go up and then go up again the
year after.”
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Highly recommended car
insurance at a great price
From bumps and write-offs to lost keys and free courtesy
cars, you’ll be in safe hands with 1ST CENTRAL
 Rated as ‘Excellent’ on Trustpilot (October 2020)
 Friendly UK-based call centres
 24-hour claims helpline
 Breakdown cover provided by RAC
 5-star Defaqto rated products
 Exclusive £50 multicar discount

Get a quote today and see how much you can save

www.1stcentralinsurance.com
Proud supporters of

Foundation ‘92

Salford
City vs Walsall
1ST CENTRAL
is a business
name used by First Central Insurance
Management Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority (firm reference number: 483296). Registered
in England and Wales (number: 6489797) at Central House, 25 - 27
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3TP.
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Foundation 92
This week Salford City have supported
Foundation 92 by helping to drop off presents
to residents in the local area, in association
with some of the Foundation’s partner housing
associations.
Ably assisted by players from the First Team and
Development Squad, and staff from 1st Central,
TalkTalk, OBI Property and the PFA, the Foundation
have delivered more than 700 presents to over 500
houses in Salford.
Manager Richie Wellens, who also stopped by to
assist, commented:
“I think it’s vitally important, we’re at a housing
estate which is right next to the ground. It’s not
been a great year for everyone, a lot of these
people will have been stuck in their house for a
long, long time so just knocking on doors, making
them smile and giving them presents might make
their day.
“They’re good people round here who love their
sport, and it’s obviously a tough time for everyone
so we’re just trying to cheer them up.
“We have a really good group of lads who do have
a smile on their face, the weather’s not great, but
they haven’t got a face on them, they’re happy to
do it, they’re all going round with their sacks on
their back and they’re doing it with a smile on their
face. I think the players enjoy it, they realise that
everybody’s having a tough time and they can get
out to put a smile on people’s faces.”

Why can’t Christmas trees knit?
They always drop their needles!
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Salford City Lionesses head into 2021 top of the table
after a 5-1 win against Runcorn Linnets, and look well
set to take on the second half of the campaign.
Winger Molly Etchells scored twice on her final
appearance for the club, while Feiruz Abdullahi
increased her tally by two and Abby Bennett
notched her first of the season.
Barely 30 seconds were on the clock when Salford
went ahead; Abdullahi winning possession up-field
before being nudged in the back and winning a
free kick. Bennett assumed responsibility, left of
centre and 35 yards from goal, and lifted a shot
that dipped underneath the crossbar, just out of the
goalkeeper’s reach. A brilliant start, and it set the
precedent for the afternoon.
Starting for the first time since returning to the club,
Adora Yau had a sight of goal on the volley in the
11th minute that dropped wide, and minutes later a
corner was drilled in where Abdullahi connected,
but saw her effort saved.
A second goal duly arrived, and it rounded off a
wonderful move. A Runcorn goal kick was won
at the back by Kay Baker, and prodded forward
by Lily Robinson into Letitia Lengden. She quickly
Salford City vs Walsall

moved possession right for Bennett who took a
touch before sliding a pass through for Abdullahi,
and the captain set up Etchells for her first with a
backheel that ran perfectly for the winger to prod
into the far post.
Runcorn’s distribution was called into question a
minute later as Salford went three-nil up. This time
Fliss Winters curled a pass up to Lengden, and her
first time pass was perfectly weighted for Abdullahi
who burst through, took a touch and drove a shot
past the ‘keeper.
Having only scored her first goal in November,
Etchells soon had her first brace when just before
half time her floated free kick from the left nestled
in the back of the net. Despite her best efforts in the
second half, the hat-trick didn’t quite come but she
did receive a round of applause and leaves for her
scholarship in America with four goals in her last
four appearances.
Runcorn pulled a goal back early in the second
half, heading in from a corner. However that was
www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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just about all that they could manage, and in the
67th minute Abdullahi took her season tally to 13 in
six league outings. A free kick on the right was well
hit by Lengden, who was unlucky not to score her
first of the season as it came back off the crossbar,
but Abdullahi had followed in and had a simple
tap-in to make it 5-1.

where we were at the start of the season.

A final shine could have been added in injury time
when Thornton was allowed to roam forward from
the back, and with time and space she slammed in
a shot that was heading towards the top-left corner,
but the Runcorn ‘keeper managed to get a hand to
tip it away.

“We lost a few players at the end of last season, it
was very much a re-build job at the start and what’s
been quite impressive to me is that some of the new
players have come in and seen the work ethic from
the players that have been here before. That has
spread throughout the team like wildfire and there’s
a hunger and a determination from the players to
put back-to-back wins together, to put points on the
board, and we’ll see where it takes us.

After Chester’s game was postponed, the result
means Salford top the NWWRFL Division 1 South
going into the Christmas break which is a hugely
significant achievement in light of the turnover of
players in the summer.
Head Coach Dean Sibson says he is really pleased
with the progress the squad have made and is
looking forward to hopefully being able to push on
in the New Year.
“The improvement in the performances over the
last few weeks and months has been really, really
promising and we’re all pleased now with the
conversion of chances that we’re creating, from
What do they teach Elves at school?
The Efl-abet!

“Today I felt we were clinical, especially in and
around the box, some of the combination play from
the front three especially, the interchange, looking
for each other, we were really, really pleased with
that and it culminated in the second goal.

“We’re happy with the integration of the new
players, it’s a very, very likeable squad in terms of
the fact they all get on, there’s a very good spirit
amongst the players, and I feel we can only go
from strength to strength.
“We know stiffer tests will come, we’ve got teams
around the top end of the table to play, but at the
minute we don’t fear anybody and we think we can
go on from here and hopefully go on and win this
division.”
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Salford City Lionesses
NWWRFL Division 1 South

Squad Roll Call

(H-A)

Name

Fixtures arranged on a month to month basis due to COVID

18/10

Curzon Ashton Women

25/10 Northwich Vixens

A

League

2-2

Cup

Apps. Goals Apps. Goals

H

0-1

Jess DUKE

1/11

Warrington Wolves

H

5-0

Molly ETCHELLS

6

6/12

West Kirby Ladies

H

4-0

Charlie SHAW

6

13/12 Didsbury FC Ladies

H

5-1

Kay BAKER

6

20/12 Runcorn Linnets Ladies

H

5-1

Ellen THORNTON

6

H

Lily ROBINSON

6

Altrincham FC Ladies

A

Annabel AINSCOUGH

Altrincham FC Ladies

H

Feiruz ABDULLAHI

6

13

Chester FC Women

H

Abby BENNETT

6

1

Chester FC Women

A

Phoebe DUCKWORTH

2

Curzon Ashton Women

H

Charlie EVANS

Didsbury FC Ladies

A

Sabahat NAWAZ

1 (2)

1

0 (1)

Northwich Vixens

A

Missi CHAPPELL

0 (4)

1

0 (1)

Runcorn Linnets Ladies

A

Adora YAU

1 (5)

Warrington Wolves

A

West Kirby Ladies

A

Wythenshawe Amateurs

A

Wythenshawe Amateurs

P-P

Vitality Women’s FA Cup
20/9

Morecambe

A

1 (1)
4

1
1
1

1

1
0 (1)

1 (3)
1
1
0 (1)

0 (3)

Letitia LENGDEN

5 (1)

1

Chloe IVES

2 (3)

1

Fliss WINTERS

1 (2)

Liv SMITH

5

1

Grace POMFRET

5

1

3-0

Due to lockdown restrictions all women’s games are
currently being played behind closed doors. KO 14:00
unless otherwise stated.

TEAM

P

W

D

L

GF

GA

GD

1

Salford City Lionesses

6

4

1

1

21

5

16

PTS
13

2

Chester FC Women

4

4

0

0

17

6

11

12

3

Northwich Vixens

4

1

3

0

7

6

1

6

4

Didsbury FC Ladies

3

1

1

1

5

8

-3

4

5

Wythenshawe Amateurs

3

1

0

2

7

8

-1

3

6

Curzon Ashton Women

3

0

2

1

7

8

-1

2

7

Warrington Wolves

3

0

2

1

3

8

-5

2

8

Runcorn Linnets Ladies

4

0

2

2

7

13

-6

2

9

West Kirby Ladies

4

0

1

3

3

15

-12

1

10

Altrincham FC Ladies

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
Elf-is Presley!
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Development Squad
Reserves
Central League

The Under-18s came from behind to successfully navigate their
FA Youth Cup Second Round tie against Tranmere Rovers, and
set up a meeting with Manchester United in our first Round Three
appearance in the competition.
Visitors Tranmere, who were beaten 3-2 in the Youth Alliance the
previous weekend, took an early lead when Ryan Stratulis thrashed a
free kick from 25 yards through the wall and beyond Hayden Evans
after just four minutes.
However before half time Salford equalised when a corner from the
right was glanced on by Jaden Timmis, and looped over the helpless
Ben Jones via a deflection off Louis Shead.
Jones had impressed in the Tranmere net, denying Tom Shepherd
and Lucas Berry before coming close to scoring a “freak” goal when a
clearance was caught in the wind and sailed towards Salford’s goal.
Fortunately Evans had the reach as he back-peddled to catch the ball.
With 15 minutes to go Tranmere won a free kick wide on the left, from
which Stratulis elected to shoot. It would have taken something very
extraordinary, and the decision cost The Whites the game as Salford
broke. Ben Finley raced down the right and played a low cross into
the middle that Jones reached ahead of First Round hero Djavan
Pedro, but the keeper could only watch agonisingly as the ball spun
beyond him and into the goal to give Salford the lead.

(H-A)

Grimsby Town

H

Walsall

A

0-4

Huddersfield Town

A

3-1

Scunthorpe United

H

Walsall

H

Grimsby Town

A

Scunthorpe United

A

Huddersfield Town

H

Under-18s
EFL Youth Alliance North West
Port Vale

H

0-2

Rochdale

A

1-0

Bolton Wanderers

H

1-0

Shrewsbury Town

A

2-1

Oldham Athletic

H

2-1

Carlisle United

A

2-3

Morecambe

A

Preston North End

H

Accrington Stanley

H

Walsall

A

Tranmere Rovers

H

Blackpool

A

Fleetwood Town

H

Port Vale

A

Rochdale

H

Bolton Wanderers

A

Shrewsbury Town

H

Oldham Athletic

A

Carlisle United

H

From there, the young Ammies didn’t let-up despite a late free-kick
from Stratulis that was comfortably saved by Evans, and coach Luke
Morgan was happy with the attitude:

Morecambe

H

Preston North End

A

Accrington Stanley

A

“The early goal was disappointing to concede but I think the boys
showed really good spirit to take control of the game. They worked
really hard to prepare for the game, and now they have the reward
of playing against Manchester United in the next round so I’m really
pleased for them.”

Walsall

H

What says ‘Oh Oh Oh’?
Santa walking backwards!

Tranmere Rovers

A

Blackpool

H

Fleetwood Town

A

3-2

2-1
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Men’s Team 2020-21
01

03

04

05

06
Vaclav
HLADKY

Ibou
TOURAY

Jason
LOWE

Ashley
EASTHAM

Tom
CLARKE

08

09

10

11

12
Darron
GIBSON

Tom
ELLIOTT

Ashley
HUNTER

Bruno
ANDRADE

Di’Shon
BERNARD

14

15

16

17

18

Alex
DENNY

37
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Ian
HENDERSON

Oscar
THRELKELD

Martin
SMITH

32

THOMAS-ASANTE

Richie
TOWELL

31

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?
Santa Jaws

Brandon

Nick
HAYES

Jordan
TURNBUBLL

28

Tylor
GOLDEN

24

Mani
DIESERUVWE
Luke
BURGESS

21

Hayden
EVANS

20

James
WILSON

George
BOYD

19

40

Fixtures & Results 2020-21
Date
Opposition
September 2020
Sat 5
Weds 9
Sat 12
Weds 16
Sat 19
Sat 26
Tues 29

Rotherham United
Manchester United U21
Exeter City
Everton
Grimsby Town
Forest Green Rovers
Morecambe

H/A

KO

Result

Pos/Pts

Att.

Starting XI

BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD

Hladky
Hayes
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Evans

I.Touray
Elliott (c)
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray

Lowe
Turnbull
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe
Eastham (c)

Eastham (c)
Towell
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Andrade

Clarke
Wilson
Clarke
Hunter
Elliott
Elliott
Turnbull

Armstrong
Denny
Armstrong
Turnbull
Hunter
Hunter
Wilson 1

Lowe
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe

Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)

Gibson
Gibson
Gibson
Clarke
Clarke
Clarke

Hunter 1
Hunter
Hunter
Hunter
Hunter
Hunter 1

(H - A)
H
H
H
A
A
H
H

15:00 (4) 1 - 1 (2)
19:45
0-6
15:00
2-2
20:15
3-0
15:00
0-4
15:00
0-0
19:45
2-0

A
H
A
H
H
H

15:00
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00
15:00

A
H
A
A
H
H
A

9

1

4
7

4
5

3
5
11
7
8
8

8
9
9
12
13
16

BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD

Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky

I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray

19:00
2-1
15:00 2 - 0 aet
19:00
1-2
19:45
2-0
15:00
3-0
19:00
2-1
13:00
3-0

10

16

11
8
7

16
19
22

BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD
BCD

Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky

I.Touray
I.Touray
Armstrong
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray
Eastham (c)

A
A
H
H
H
A
H
A

19:00
2-1
15:00
0-1
19:00 (5) 3 - 3 (6)
15:00
0-0
19:00
1-1
15:00
0-1
15:00
19:00

9
7

22
25

8
9
7

26
27
30

2,000
819
BCD
BCD
BCD
500

Hladky
Hladky
Hladky (c)
Hladky
Hladky
Hladky

I.Touray
I.Touray
Elliott
I.Touray
I.Touray
I.Touray

A
H
A
A
H
H
A

15:00
15:00
19:00
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00

H
A
H
A
A

15:00
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00

H
H
A
H
A
A

19:45
15:00
19:45
15:00
15:00
15:00

H
A
H
A
A
H

15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00

A
H

15:00
15:00

October 2020
Sat 3
Sat 10
Sat 17
Tues 20
Sat 24
Sat 31

Stevenage
Tranmere Rovers
Port Vale
Southend United
Crawley Town
Oldham Athletic

0-1
2-2
1-0
+
3-0
1-1
2-0

November 2020
Tues 3
Sat 7
Tues 10
Fri 13
Sat 21
Tues 24
Sat 28

Cambridge United
Hartlepool United
Rochdale
Bolton Wanderers
Bradford City
Morecambe
Newport County

Lowe
Eastham (c) 1
Clarke
Hunter
Lowe
Eastham (c)
Hunter
Bernard
Andrade 1
Burgess
Threlkeld (c)
Berkoe
Lowe
Clarke
Hunter
Bernard
Lowe
Eastham (c)
Clarke
Hunter
2
Eastham (c)
Clarke
Hunter
Andrade
Boyd
Turnbull
Threlkeld
Dieseruvwe

December 2020
Weds 2
Sat 5
Tues 8
Sat 12
Tues 15
Sat 19
Sat 26
Tues 29

Carlisle United
Barrow
Leicester City U21
Cheltenham Town
Newport County
Harrogate Town
Walsall
Mansfield Town

Lowe
Lowe
Andrade
Lowe
Lowe
Lowe

Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Turnbull
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)
Eastham (c)

Clarke
Clarke
Berkoe
Clarke
Clarke 1
Clarke

January 2021
Sat 2
Sat 9
Tues 12
Sat 16
Sat 23
Tues 26
Sat 30

Leyton Orient
Colchester United
Scunthorpe United
Newport County
Harrogate Town
Cambridge United
Oldham Athletic

February 2021
Sat 6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Tues 23
Sat 27

Bolton Wanderers
Bradford City
Carlisle United
Morecambe
Southend United

March 2021
Tues 2
Sat 6
Tues 9
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Port Vale
Scunthorpe United
Crawley Town
Barrow
Cheltenham Town
Exeter City

April 2021
Fri 2
Mon 5
Sat 10
Sat 17
Tues 20
Sat 24

Grimsby Town
Forest Green Rovers
Stevenage
Tranmere Rovers
Walsall
Mansfield Town

May 2021
Sat 1
Sat 8

Colchester United
Leyton Orient

Salford City vs Walsall

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

Hunter
Hunter 1
Smith
Hunter
Hunter
Hunter

e
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KEY
First Sub Second Sub Third Sub Goalscorer No. of Goals Yellow Card

Red Card

+

Own Goal scored

All fixtures are subject to change; we endeavour to give as much notice as possible. Up-to-date information available on the website and social media.

Substitutes
Gibson
Golden
Gibson
Towell
Turnbull
Andrade
Smith

Hunter
Loughlan
Hunter 1
Threlkeld
Towell 1
Turnbull
Denny

Andrade
Doyle
Andrade
Wilson
Threlkeld
Golden
Golden

Threlkeld
Hawkins
Threlkeld

Turnbull
Turnbull
Andrade
Turnbull
Turnbull
Turnbull

Towell
Towell 1
Turnbull
Threlkeld
Threlkeld
Threlkeld

Wilson
Wilson 1
Wilson
Wilson 1
Wilson 1
Wilson 1

Turnbull
Boyd
Smith
Boyd
Andrade
Bernard
Berkoe

Threlkeld
Turnbull
Denny
Turnbull
Bernard
Burgess
Golden

Wilson
Wilson
Golden
Threlkeld
Burgess 2
Smith
Fielding

Thomas-Asante

Andrade
Andrade
Sargent
Andrade
Bernard
Bernard

Bernard 1
Bernard
Golden
Bernard
Threlkeld
Threlkeld

Burgess
Burgess
Fielding
Burgess
Wilson
Wilson 1

Turnbull
Denny
Hawkins
Denny

Henderson

Hayes
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Hladky

Elliott
I.Touray
Elliott
Armstrong
Armstrong
Armstrong
Hunter 1

Turnbull
Armstrong
Turnbull
Gibson
Andrade
Wilson
Dieseruvwe

Wilson
Threlkeld
Towell
Elliott
Wilson
Smith
Berkoe

Denny
Ditchfield
Wilson
Andrade
Smith
Denny
Campbell

Golden
Shepherd
Golden
Denny
Denny
Fielding
Fielding

Thomas-Asante

Henderson
Henderson
Henderson
Thomas-Asante Henderson 1
Thomas-Asante Henderson
Thomas-Asante Henderson

Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans

Clarke
Clarke
Clarke
Armstrong
Armstrong
Armstrong

Andrade
Elliott
Armstrong
Andrade
Elliott
Andrade

Dieseruvwe
Andrade
Elliott
Smith
Bernard
Bernard

Smith
Dieseruvwe
Threlkeld
Jones
Smith
Burgess

Denny
Denny
Denny
Denny
Golden
Smith

Thomas-Asante

Henderson
Henderson
Hawkins
Thomas-Asante Henderson (c)
Denny
Henderson 1
Denny
Henderson
Hawkins Thomas-Asante

Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans

Armstrong
Clarke
Elliott
Eastham
Elliott
Elliott
Armstrong

Andrade
Armstrong
Dieseruvwe 1
Armstrong
Boyd
Boyd
Hunter

Bernard
Andrade 1
Campbell
Andrade
Turnbull
Turnbull
Andrade

Boyd
Threlkeld
Sargent
Burgess
Threlkeld
Threlkeld
Bernard

Evans
Hayes
Hayes
Evans
Evans
Hayes

Armstrong
Boyd
Elliott
Turnbull
I.Touray
Dieseruvwe 2
Elliott
Turnbull
Elliott
Andrade
Elliott
Andrade

Threlkeld
Towell
Campbell
Threlkeld
Turnbull
Turnbull

Dieseruvwe
Dieseruvwe
Ditchfield
Wilson
Dieseruvwe
Dieseruvwe

1

Thomas-Asante

Henderson 1
Thomas-Asante Henderson
Thomas-Asante Henderson 3
Thomas-Asante Henderson
Loughlan Thomas-Asante
Golden
Golden
Golden

Thomas-Asante

Fielding

Henderson
Henderson
Thomas-Asante

Henderson
Henderson
Thomas-Asante Henderson
Thomas-Asante

1

M.Touray
Thomas-Asante

Golden
Golden
Hawkins

Thomas-Asante
Thomas-Asante

Golden
Loughlan
Jones

Burgess
Smith
Dieseruvwe 1
Smith
Ditchfield
Loughlan
Dieseruvwe
Smith
Dieseruvwe Thomas-Asante
Dieseruvwe Thomas-Asante
Denny
Sargent
Smith
Smith
Loughlan
Dieseruvwe
Denny
M.Touray

Denny
Shepherd
M.Touray
M.Touray
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“We’re Salford
City, SUPPORTING
From Home”
Tap anywhere on this page to visit https://live.salfordcityfc.co.uk
and find out how to watch this afternoon’s game! Match passes are
available to purchase for £10 in the UK and £7 abroad.
2020-21 Season Ticket Holders should have received their codes
to watch home league games as part of the season ticket package.
Salford City vs Walsall

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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SkyBet League Two
Newport County lead the way going into today’s
round of games, which bodes well for them and their
promotion ambitions. In the last 10 seasons, eight
league leaders have been promoted to League One
automatically - five as Champions - and the two who
weren’t reached the play-off final, but lost.
However it might not be quite as straight forward
as it seems for Mike Flynn’s side as they have hit
a bit of a rut; they are without a win in three and
that controversial late penalty here a couple of
weeks ago salvaged their only point from the last
nine available.
Last weekend they twice relinquished a lead
against Oldham Athletic, who scored two goals in
the late stages to win 2-4 at Rodney Parade after
Padraig Amond failed to score a penalty at 2-2.
Oldham though are starting to click under Harry
Kewell and since defeat here at the end of October
they have won six of nine League Two games,
leaving them four points outside the play-offs.
Bang in form are Forest Green Rovers who
leapfrogged the division’s other in-form side
Carlisle United at the weekend with a 1-0 win.
Jamille Matt scored the winning goal, his ninth in 19
League Two appearances, which means Rovers are
second and Carlisle third now. It ends a four-match
winning streak for Chris Beech’s side, but they have
a potentially exciting second half of the season
ahead of them in their bid to return to League One
for the first time since 2014.
Dropping out of the top three is Cheltenham Town
who are now without a win in three, failing to
score in each of those games. Last weekend was
a surprise 3-0 defeat away at Barrow who won for
the first time since the end of October but are still
looking for a new manager to replace David Dunn.
Morecambe have risen back into the top seven with
three wins on the bounce against Harrogate Town,
Leyton Orient and Colchester United. They were
level on points with The U’s ahead of Saturday’s
game, but pulled three clear thanks to Yann
Songo’o’s second half winner. Worth noting that
Derek Adams was in charge of Plymouth Argyle
When is a boat just like snow?
When it’s adrift!

when they were top at Christmas in 2015-16, before
losing the play-off final, and when they were top in
2016-17 to be promoted in second; it could be worth
keeping tabs on The Shrimps in 2021...
In sixth are Exeter City, who didn’t play last
weekend after their planned trip to Stevenage was
postponed due to COVID. Perhaps not what Matt
Taylor’s top scorers would have wanted after a
surprise defeat to Harrogate, but with 21 goals in
their last five it shouldn’t take them long to find their
stride again. There were plenty of goals in the West
Midlands too where Walsall came from 0-2 and 2-3
down to win 4-3 against Port Vale. John Askey’s
Valiants are showing signs of recovery from their
bad patch, but this latest result leaves them 16th in
the standings while Walsall are on the cusp of the
play-offs after their fourth win in a row.
Bradford City won for the first time since beating
Southend at the start of November, this time
claiming a 1-0 win against Cambridge United thanks
to Harry Pritchard’s effort. Like Barrow they are still
on the hunt for a new boss after Stuart McCall was
relieved of his duties for a third time, and followed
that result up with a win against Grimsby Town on
Tuesday night.
Approaching 2021 with a fresh approach will be
Southend United who are unbeaten in four, and
came close to a third win in a row before Mansfield
Town equalised and held them to a 1-1 draw.
They are now in a much better position to escape
relegation, and hot on the heels of Mansfield who
are now winless in four, but still picking up points
with draws in three of those. In total they have 11,
making up a vast majority of their 17 points.
Keith Hill made a winning return to Bolton as
Tranmere Rovers won 3-0.
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For the latest news and to share
your match day experiences,
follow…

EFL

Salford City vs Walsall

theEFL

EFL

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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2020/2021 STAT PACK
ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE - LEAGUE TWO TOP FIVES
GOALS
2
3
4
5

ASSISTS
16

PAUL MULLIN

1

8

DAVID WORRALL

13

MAX WATTERS

2

7

DYLAN BAHAMBOULA

12

DANNY JOHNSON

3

6

SCOTT TWINE

9

JAMES VAUGHAN

4

5

AARON MARTIN

9

JACK MULDOON

5

5

CALLUM GUY

100 88 75 63 100 90 84 78 100 88 86 83 82 100 96 92 91 88
100 82 75 57 100 96 90 69 100 93 74 69 65 100 87 82 79 77

1

TOTAL SHOTS
1
2
3
4
5

CHANCES CREATED

67

SCOTT TWINE

1

50

64

AARON COLLINS

2

45

CALLUM GUY

64

PAUL MULLIN

3

42

DAVID WORRALL

60

ASHLEY HUNTER

4

42

RORY HOLDEN

46

MATT JAY

5

39

LEWIS ALESSANDRA

GEORGE THOMSON

% OF GOALS INVOLVED IN

SUCCESSFUL PASSES

1

63.2 JACK MULDOON
58.6 PAUL MULLIN

1

859

2

752

JOSH SHEEHAN

46.4 DANNY JOHNSON
43.3 MAX WATTERS

3

735

RICARDO SANTOS

4

709

JASON LOWE

40.9 EOIN DOYLE

5

697

ARCHIE COLLINS

2
3
4
5

DRIBBLES COMPLETED

SAVES

1
2
3
4
5

UDOKA GODWIN-MALIFE

38

DYLAN BAHAMBOULA

1

62

DEAN GERKEN

33

JAMES BROPHY

2

59

IAN LAWLOR

RICHARD O’DONNELL

31

JOSHUA KEY

3

57

30

GIME TOURE

4

56

VÁCLAV HLADKY

29

UDOKA GODWIN-MALIFE

5

54

JAMIE CUMMING

ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE - LEAGUE TWO SPOTLIGHT
Salford City won their only previous Boxing Day
match in the Football League, beating Crewe
3-1 at home last season.

Walsall have won their last three away Boxing
Day matches, including a 2-0 win at Scunthorpe
last year.

Data excludes games played after Dec 21

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk
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TEAM

P

W

D

L

GF

GA

GD

1

Newport County

19

11

4

4

30

20

10

PTS
37

2

Forest Green Rovers

19

10

6

3

25

15

10

36

3

Carlisle United

19

11

2

6

27

17

10

35

4

Cheltenham Town

19

10

3

6

29

20

9

33

5

Morecambe

19

9

4

6

24

29

-5

31

6

Exeter City

18

8

6

4

39

25

14

30

7

Salford City

18

8

6

4

25

14

11

30

8

Walsall

19

7

9

3

26

24

2

30

9

Cambridge United

18

8

4

6

29

17

12

28

10

Colchester United

19

7

7

5

27

27

0

28

11

Crawley Town

19

7

6

6

30

26

4

27

12

Leyton Orient

19

8

3

8

28

24

4

27

13

Tranmere Rovers

18

8

3

7

22

23

-1

27

14

Oldham Athletic

19

8

2

9

32

35

-3

26

15

Bolton Wanderers

19

7

4

8

22

29

-7

25

16

Port Vale

19

7

3

9

29

27

2

24

17

Harrogate Town

19

6

4

9

19

23

-4

22

18

Bradford City

19

5

5

9

19

25

-6

20

19

Scunthorpe United

18

6

2

10

17

25

-8

20

20

Grimsby Town

19

5

4

10

17

32

-15

19

21

Mansfield Town

19

2

11

6

19

25

-6

17

22

Barrow

19

3

7

9

26

30

-4

16

23

Stevenage

17

2

7

8

11

20

-9

13

24

Southend United

18

3

4

11

11

31

-20

13

TODAY’S OTHER FIXTURES

TWO TO WATCH

Cambridge United vs Leyton Orient (13:00)

Exeter City vs Forest Green Rovers

Exeter City vs Forest Green Rovers (13:00)

If anyone is going to unwrap this tight Rovers
defence, it’s top scorers Exeter who have averaged
just over 2 goals per game this season. However
Mark Cooper’s side are going well, unbeaten in
seven with three wins from the last four.

Scunthorpe United vs Mansfield Town (13:00)
Southend United vs Colchester United (13:00)
Carlisle United vs Bolton Wanderers
Cheltenham Town vs Stevenage
Crawley Town vs Newport County
Morecambe vs Grimsby Town
Oldham Athletic vs Harrogate Town
Port Vale vs Barrow
Salford City vs Walsall
Tranmere Rovers vs Bradford City
How does Christmas Day end?
With the letter ‘Y’!

Oldham Athletic vs Harrogate Town
After a worrying start Oldham are really beginning
to look up the table after finding a groove, albeit
one underpinned by away form rather than
on home soil. They will fancy their chances at
Boundary Park though against a Harrogate side
who are lacking a few bodies and a bit of EFL
experience and knowledge.

Darrell Clarke

1

Vaclav Hladky

3 Ibou Touray
4 Jason Lowe
5 Ashley Eastham
6 Tom Clarke
8 Darron Gibson
9 Tom Elliott
10 Ash Hunter

WALSALL

Manager

Richie Wellens

Salford City

Manager

1

Liam Roberts

2 Cameron Norman
3 Zak Jules
4 Mat Sadler
5 James Clarke
6 Dan Scarr
7 Stuart Sinclair
8 Liam Kinsella

11 Bruno Andrade

9 Caolan Lavery

12 Di’Shon Bernard

10 Josh Gordon

14 George Boyd

11 Elijah Adebayo

15 Luke Burgess

12 Alfie Bates

16 Jordan Turnbull

13 Jack Rose

17 Richie Towell

14 Callum Cockerill-Mollett

18 Oscar Threlkeld

15 Wes McDonald

19 James Wilson

16 Danny Guthrie

20 Mani Dieseruvwe

17 Jack Nolan

21 Nick Hayes

18 Tom Leak

24 Martin Smith

19 Joe Willis

28 Alex Denny

20 Sam Perry

31 William Evans

21 George Nurse

32 Tylor Golden

22 Rory Holden

37 Brandon Thomas-Asante

23 Emmanuel Osadebe

39 Mo Touray

24 Hayden White

40 Ian Henderson

25 Jayden Campbell
26 Joe Foulkes
27 Adam George
28 Jake Scrimshaw

Referee Scott Oldham
Assistants Wayne Grunnill & Abbas Khan
Fourth Official Paul Stonier

