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HONOURS

Eccles & District League Division 2
1955-56, 1959-60
Eccles & District League Division 3
1958-59
Manchester League Division 1
1968-69
Manchester League Premier Division
1974-75, 1975-76, 1976-77, 1978-79
Northern Premier League Division 1 North
2014-15
Northern Premier League Play-Off Winners
2015-16
National League North
2017-18
National League Play-Off Winners
2018-19
Lancashire FA Amateur Cup
1971, 1973, 1975
Manchester FA Challenge Trophy
1975, 1976
Manchester FA Intermediate Cup
1977, 1979
NWCFL Challenge Cup
2006

CLUB ROLL

President Dave Russell
Chairman Karen Baird
Secretary Andy Giblin
Committee Pete Byram, Ged Carter, 
Barbara Gaskill, Terry Gaskill, Ian Malone, 
Frank McCauley, Paul Raven, George Russell, 
Bill Taylor, Alan Tomlinson, Dave Wilson
Director of Football Chris Casper
Club Office Andrew Gordon, Ashleigh Hilton, 
Jane Kirby
Shop Manager Tony Sheldon
Media Zarah Connolly, Ryan Deane, 
Will Moorcroft 
Photography Charlotte Tattersall, 
Howard Harrison

First Team Manager Graham Alexander
Assistant Manager Chris Lucketti
GK Coach Carlo Nash
Kit Manager Paul Rushton
Head of Performance Dave Rhodes
Physiotherapist Steve Jordan
Club Doctor Dr. Mubin Ibrahim
Sport Science Youl Mawene, Rob Williams, 
Callum Davidson
Performance Analysis Ross Duncan
Head of Scouting Greg Strong
Development Coach Warren Joyce
Under-18s Coach Luke Morgan
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WATCH TODAY’S MATCH here

Enjoy expert HR and health & safety  
support to get you back to business

Whether you need to manage furlough, stay COVID secure,  
or make tough HR choices for your business, Peninsula’s here to 

keep you safe and successful, whatever challenge you face:

• HR & Employment Law

• Health & Safety

• Staff Wellbeing

• Payroll Advice

0808 145 3388
peninsula-uk.com

Quote:  
SALFORD01

10%
off any of the 
PENINSULA  

services

Get

Programme printed by MatchDay Creative

Our new third kit
was launched this

week, which sees a 
change to a black

strip for the first time,
replacing the blue.

https://bit.ly/2QaaiOA
https://bit.ly/3i0w187
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division, and we are no different. The fixture list will 
be tough and the players will have to be in great 
shape to cope with the demand. The pressure to 
produce our own young players has also intensified 
and the importance of the quality of these young 
players will become more evident as the season 
progresses. The opportunity for these boys has 
to be earned though and they need to be able to 
compete physically and technically at this level. 
We have always given young players opportunities 
so that can be great motivation for them as they 
work hard under their excellent coaches.

As ever at Salford City, we will continue to fight 
for success and this requires full commitment from 
every single person connected with our club. This 
of course includes you the supporters, and I know 
from the past two years that everyone here will put 
their maximum effort into supporting our players, 
coaches and teams. I hope you enjoy the season 
and we all look forward to seeing you back here 
at Moor Lane soon.

Up the Ammies!
Graham

We’ve been voted ‘Uswitch 
Most Popular Broadband 
Provider of the Year’ for  
the second year running.

Graham Alexander

Hello and welcome back to everyone after such 
a long and strange time away. I sincerely hope 
that you and your families were well over the 
last six months, and looking forward to getting 
back to some sort of normality. I extend this to all 
our visiting staff members and players while we 
provide you a safe environment to play the game 
we’ve all missed.

We have seen a lot of changes to our everyday 
life and also to our squad. We’ve brought in some 
excellent players with great character and other 
top qualities which makes us excited for the season 
ahead. It’s unusual to be playing competitive 
games so early, and after not playing since March, 
its been a time where we’ve had to be adaptable 
in our preparations with the players. I must 
say though that the players are in great shape 
generally which is testament to their work not 
only since we returned, but also while we had the 
prolonged break.

The financial issues that football has faced at our 
level recently have put more pressure on clubs and 
we will see reduced playing squads throughout the 

“we have always given young players opportunities so 
that can be great motivation for them as they work hard 
under their excellent coaches.”

https://bit.ly/34VOmPI
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Against a backdrop of COVID-19, your accountant 
should go beyond just compliance to deliver a 
complete advisory role.

At Champion, we are one of our clients’ greatest 
assets, supporting individuals, businesses and 
their teams in a collaborative partnership.

Speak to one of our 
experts today. 
Offices in Manchester (HQ), Chester, 
Blackpool and Preston 

info@championgroup.co.uk

   www.linkedin.com/company/
champion-accountants

  @ChampionAccount 
www.championgroup.co.uk

Every business 
needs a 
Champion

0161 703 2500 

The very first European team I saw in the flesh was 
Steaua Bucharest back in 1964 when they came to 
play Derry City in the old European Cup Winners 
Cup. I was in the ground early and like everyone 
else in attendance was stunned when they came 
onto the pitch half an hour before kick-off and did 
a 20 minute warm up routine. We’d never seen this 
before! Many years later I met a Derry City player 
from the era who told me some of them were more 
likely to have a nip of whiskey before leaving the 
changing rooms and would rush off at half time for 
a quick fag before the manager started talking!!
Last week (for a specific reason) I bought a copy 
of World Soccer magazine on eBay. While reading 
through one of the articles I was struck by the 
following paragraph:

‘During the last decade football has strayed 
from the two basic factors that have been 
largely responsible for its tremendous growth 
– fluidity and individuality. In their stead we 
now have an off-shoot of modern business 
methods (the playing system) which seeks 
to control movement and therefore fluidity, 
and goes a long way towards stamping out 
anything approaching individualism.’

Maybe the author of the above had been watching 
the same matches as myself during ‘lockdown’ 
and had come to the same conclusions but no, 
the paragraph quoted above is from an article in 
the November 1962 issue of World Soccer penned 
by its editor Eric Batty.

Some people reckon there’s nothing new under 
the sun or as the French like to say ‘Plus ça 
change, plus c’est la même chose”. 

At my age I think I might agree.

Frankly Speaking...

So, it’s great to have competitive football back on 
the menu once again as we take on Rotherham 
United, for the first time, in our Carabao Cup 
encounter and Manchester United Under-21s 
in the EFL Trophy. 

Over the last number of months, through spending 
an inordinate amount of time indoors, I’ve watched 
live, televised football matches - mainly on the 
FreeSports channel - from a dozen countries 
around the globe and two things struck me. Firstly, 
despite games being spread from China to the 
USA, Japan to Denmark, South Korea to Ireland 
and from Italy to Poland, with different languages 
and cultures, there was an awful (with only the 
odd exception) ‘sameness’ about the football on 
display.

And secondly, as virtually everyone has attested 
to, without fans in the ground and the atmosphere 
they bring to the occasion you may as well go and 
watch a game on Littleton Road or Bolton Road 
playing fields because unless you support one of 
the teams involved there’s very little to grab your 
attention.

Followers of the ‘beautiful game’ who are a bit 
more ‘senior’ in years will well remember hurrying 
home from school on a Wednesday afternoon 
in great anticipation to watch England playing 
live on television from Wembley Stadium in an 
international against a South American country 
or a top European nation and marvelling at the 
different styles, skills and individuals on display.

Or we’ll remember – in the days before blanket 
television coverage – making sure we got out to 
grounds to see for ourselves players and teams 
rated highly by the press because we saw them 
so infrequently.

Well, that was definitely what might be described as 
an extended closed season! It’s exactly six months 

since the Ammies’ last competitive fixture and in case 
you’ve forgotten I’ll remind you that it was a 2-0 victory 

over Bradford City here at the Peninsula Stadium on 
Saturday March 7th.

https://bit.ly/2R9rwwd
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BUY ANY CASE  BUY ANY CASE  
OF CARABAOOF CARABAO

 AND GET A   AND GET A  
FREEFREE  CASE OF CASE OF 
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*while stocks last
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rotherham united
After returning to the Championship at the first time of asking by 
finishing second in League One in 2019-20, Rotherham will no doubt 
be eagerly anticipating their trip to fellow promoted side Wycombe 
Wanderers next week and going on to show they can maintain their  
status in the second tier.

Paul Warne’s side earned a second promotion in three years, and 
despite battling hard they were just unable to secure their status 
in 2018-19, but will fancy their chances this time around with more 
experience and knowledge brought in over the summer.

The Millers have recruited six new additions, including two 
goalkeepers in Jamal Blackman and Viktor Johansson. Wes Harding 
and Angus MacDonald have added to the defence while Kieran 
Sadlier and Mickel Miller will look to provide more options going 
forward.

As far as pre-season has gone, Rotherham’s results have been 
kept under wraps with only a 3-0 win at Mansfield Town appearing. 
However Warne said this week that he has been happy with the 
performances he has seen, and that there have been plenty of goals.

Similarly to us though the league will be Rotherham’s priority, and 
remaining in the Championship for a second successive season. 
After a six-season stint in League Two, The Millers won back-to-back 
promotions in 2012-13 and 2013-14 to jump two tiers, but their three-
year stay in the second tier came to an end in 2016-17 and since they 
have been up, down and back up again. This season is important for 
Warne, appointed part way through 2016-17, to show he has learned 
from his last two cracks at the Championship.

The League Cup hasn’t been a particularly memorable competition for 
Rotherham. After finishing runners up to Aston Villa in the inaugural 
competition in 1960-61, they have rarely reached the latter stages 
and since an appearance in Round Four in 2008-09 they have been 
eliminated in Round One six times and Round Two five times.

Founded
1925

Nickname
The Millers

Home Ground
AESSEAL New York 

Stadium
(12,021)

Manager
Paul Warne

Last Meeting
N/A
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Paul Warne was appointed manager at 
Rotherham in January 2017 after a spell as 
caretaker boss following Kenny Jackett’s 
resignation.

Entering his fourth full season as a manager, the 
47-year-old has two promotions in three seasons; 
both from League One to The Championship and 
both with The Millers. Prior to his appointment he 
had been a Coach at Rotherham following his 
retirement from playing in 2012.

A former midfielder, Warne’s career started with 
Great Yarmouth Town and Diss Town, where he won 
the FA Vase in 1994. His professional career started 
at 23-years-old when he joined Wigan Athletic, 
before moving onto Rotherham in 1999. 

He made over 250 appearances in a six-year spell 
with The Millers before joining Oldham Athletic 
where he became a fan favourite and helped The 
Latics to the League One play-offs in 2006-07.

That summer he departed for Yeovil Town before 
returning to Rotherham in 2009 where he ended 
his playing career three years later. Having helped 
Rotherham consolidate in the second tier as a 
player, he will now be hoping to do the same this 
season as manager.

in the dugout

6’7 stopper Jamal Blackman is on a season-long 
loan from Chelsea, and joined as Rotherham’s 
fifth summer signing.

The 26-year-old is no stranger to The 
Championship, or to Yorkshire, having represented 
Sheffield United on loan in 2017-18, prior to  which 
he had loan spells at Middlesbrough, Ostersunds 
FK and Wycombe Wanderers. A loan spell at Leeds 
United was curtailed by injury before Blackman 
headed out to Vitesse Arnhem at the start of last 
season, ending the campaign on loan at Bristol 
Rovers where he caught Paul Warne’s eye last year.

The Millers have a growing reputation for 
developing goalkeepers having had Marek Rodak 
(Fulham) and Daniel Iversen (Leicester) for the last 
two years, and Warne is pleased to have his man.

 Position Defender

 Age 35

 Signed June 2014

 Squad No. 6

Richard Wood is one of Rotherham’s longer 
serving players having joined the Club in 
2014 and he has racked up 149 competitive 
appearances in that time.

The 35-year-old started his career at Sheffield 
Wednesday, graduating through the Academy to 
break into the first team at the end of the 2002-
03 season and scored on his full debut against 
Burnley. In 2004-05 he won promotion with The 
Owls back to the second tier via the play-offs. 
After a loan spell in 2009-10 he joined Coventry 
City and made over 100 appearances in three 
and a half years, then after a one year stay at 
Charlton Athletic he moved back to Yorkshire to join 
Rotherham. He had loan spells at Crawley Town, 
Fleetwood Town and Chesterfield during his first 
two seasons, but has since gone on to become 
a regular in red and he famously scored twice 
against Shrewsbury Town in the League One play-
off final to secure promotion to The Championship.

Between the Sticks

Kyle Vassell joined Rotherham in July 2018 after 
two successful years with Blackpool, who he 
helped to promotion from League Two and safety 
in League One.

A former youth player at Norwich and Brentford, 
Vassell dipped into non-league with the likes of 
Dover Athletic, Sutton United and Chelmsford 
City and helped the latter two into successive 
Conference South play-offs. His goalscoring 
exploits the following season at Bishop’s Stortford 
encouraged Peterborough United to pay for his 
services and he joined them in November 2013. 
Loan spells at Dagenham & Redbridge and 
Shrewsbury Town followed before a move to The  
Seasiders in May 2016. Internationally he has two 
caps for Northern Ireland.

The Front Man

 Age 26

 Signed August 2020 (Loan)

 Squad No. 27

 Position Striker

 Age 27

 Signed July 2018

 Squad No. 7
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Manchester United U21
One of the leading youth development systems in the world, 
Manchester United have a proud record of developing young 
players - one doesn’t have to look much further than the quintet 
who invested in Salford in 2014 to see an example of that success 
- and in December last year they reached 4,000 consecutive senior 
games with at least one youth graduate represented in the squad.

United are also the most successful club in the FA Youth Cup, winning 
the competition 10 times, which all but confirms their status as a 
leading Academy. 

The Club has always exposed promising young players to senior 
football, with 41 players making their first team debuts in the 10s at an 
average age of 18, and 38 players in the 00s including Darron Gibson 
and former striker Danny Webber. A number of players who could 
be involved this evening made their debuts for the first team against 
Astana in the Europa League in November 2019.

United only entered their youth team into the EFL Trophy for the first 
time last season, and they made an excellent start in the Group Stage, 
winning all three games against League One opponents in Rotherham, 
Lincoln and Doncaster. Their run was ended by runners-up in our 
group, Tranmere Rovers, in Round Two.

While there isn’t an Under-21s team (United operate Under-23s and 
Under-18s), the Under-23s were promoted to Division One of Premier 
League 2 on points-per-game last season and start their campaign 
away at runners-up Leicester City on Monday.

Meanwhile the Under-18s finished sixth in the Under-18s Premier 
League (North) and were due to face Chelsea in the FA Youth Cup 
semi-final. Like with our postponed EFL Trophy Final, the FA are 
committed to finishing the competition when it is possible to do so.

Former Academy player Neil Wood was appointed as Lead Coach 
ahead of the 2019-20 season, assisted by Quinton Fortune.

Founded
1878

Nickname
The Red Devils

Home Ground
Old Trafford

(74,879)

Lead Coach
Neil Wood

Last Meeting
SCFC 2-2 MUFC XI

Pre-Season Friendly
20/07/2017

2019-20 Competition

W 0-2 at Rotherham
06/08/19

W 0-1 at Lincoln
01/10/19

W 1-2 at Doncaster
29/10/19

L 3-2 at Tranmere
04/12/19
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Development Squad

is one that Sporting Director Chris Casper hopes 
can be replicated with the club’s recruitment of 
similar players who have joined from established 
academies.

“We’re looking to replicate things like we’ve done 
with Brandon, give young players an opportunity 
that have dropped out, I wouldn’t say lost their 
way, but they need that second opportunity really 
and that’s what we’re looking to do with that 
Development Squad.

“[We have recruited] lads that have got that little bit 
of experience in and around the first team, and are 
ready to challenge our first team players as well. 

“We’ve kept the Academy as well, we’ve re-
structured that, we’ve got an idea of what we 
want to achieve with the Development Squad as 

With a first EFL appearance for Academy 
graduate Alex Doyle and the breakthrough to the 
first team of Brandon Thomas-Asante, as well 
as exposure to a first team match day for Luke 
Burgess in the EFL Trophy, it was a good start for 
the squad which was implemented in the summer 
of 2019.

Forward Thomas-Asante in particular made a 
significant contribution to the first team, making his 
debut as a substitute against Aston Villa’s Under-
23s in September before beginning to establish 
himself after a string of impressive performances 
from November onwards. In total he scored six and 
assisted four goals in 26 appearances which made 
him the second top scorer behind Adam Rooney (9).

While the 21-year-old had previous Football 
League experience with MK Dons, his example 

Entering its second year, Warren Joyce’s Development 
Squad is hoping to improve on the successes of the 

inaugural year.

well and like I say that’s to continue to feed the 
first team in the way that Brandon’s done, and 
hopefully one or two others now with signings like 
Alex Denny (above) from Everton, Liam Loughlan 
from Leicester, Nick Hayes from Norwich, all good 
clubs and hopefully they’ll all be challenging for 
first team spots in the near future.

“The word ‘development’ is in there for a reason, 
these lads have still got a lot of developing and a 
lot of learning to do and achieve, we’ve attracted 
the best part of 40-odd trialists in the last couple of 
weeks, there’s lads that actually want to come and 
join us, and like I say from real good clubs as well.

“I think it’s testament to the scouts that we’ve got 
at the club and also Warren; his experience speaks 
for itself, his record at Manchester United and the 
players that he’s developed there, he’s attracting 

players. 

“It’s us going out and scouting players as well but 
he’s attracting real good quality players and the 
work that he does with them is fantastic, he works 
them really hard, the programme that he puts them 
through is really, really in depth and detailed, 
physically it’s tough as well and it’s what these lads 
need to get up to the first team standard.”

Warren arrived at the club in the summer of 2019 as 
Development Squad Coach and oversaw the first 
year, spurring on the likes of Thomas-Asante. 

The forward is a good example of what the squad 
can achieve, but the 55-year-old believes that 
players need to have their own drive too in order to 
be successful, and says that there is still more for 
Thomas-Asante to do in the coming season.
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“There was some really good performances as a 
group and a team last season, and even though 
a lot of the lads have left the club and gone on to 
other things I had a really good bunch of guys, a 
hard working group, ones who wanted to be the 
best they could be every day and I’m sure that will 
help them in the rest of their career to where they 
end up and what they want to do.

“He [Brandon] had a little bit of experience in 
league football then he missed his way a little 
bit. He came in, got a lot fitter, a lot stronger, a lot 
sharper and broke on the scene and did quite well 
in the first team but he’s got to progress from that 
this season and go on and really make a mark and 
score plenty of goals and hopefully get the first 
team promoted.

“I think all young players they’ve got to be hungry 
and desperate to take places of players above 
them, it’s never easy at football clubs but that’s got 
to be the aim and to do that they’ve got to be the 
best they can be, and they’ve got to be hungrier, 
sharper and fitter than the people in front. 

“It’s a dog eat dog world out there, that’s the way 
football is, they’ve got to compete and be better 
than other people, and if they get a chance through 
injury or somebody losing form they’ve got to be 
ready to take that chance and make the most of it, 
then stay in the side.”

So far the Development Squad has signed seven 
players, including Academy graduates Harry 
Ditchfield and Will Shepherd who signed their first 
professional contracts with the club. The other new 
names, some of who have been involved in the first 
team’s pre-season games, are Nick Hayes (Norwich 
City), Tylor Golden (above, Wigan Athletic), Alex 
Denny (Everton), Liam Loughlan (Leicester City) and 
Mo Touray (Newport County).

Dan Hawkins and Luke Burgess have been kept 
on from last season too. Hawkins had loan spells 
at Marine and Stafford Rangers in 2019-20, while 
former Wigan youngster Burgess has joined AFC 
Fylde on loan until January 2021 to gain more first 
team minutes.

Speaking about this season’s squad, Warren 
added:

“The recruitment team’s done well, we’ve had a lot 
of players in and we had a group of trialists do well 
at Manchester United and beat Manchester United, 
and we didn’t take many out of them so that’s the 
level and the standard of players that have come 
into it. 

“We’re looking for players that we think have got 
a chance in the first team and progressing through 
the leagues with the first team so the standard that 
we’re setting is high level.”

https://bit.ly/2DlgNez
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Around Non-League

powerfully struck low effort that gave Porter no 
chance as it nestled into his bottom right-hand 
corner.

11 minutes from time Mwiya Maumo played former 
Trafford striker Matt Derbyshire clear, but his low, 
angled effort went inches wide of the far post. It 
looked as if that missed chance might cost Irlam 
dear when they conceded a penalty in the 82nd 
minute. I didn’t catch the incident that led to the 
spot-kick, but Fearon wasted a golden chance 
to level as his penalty clipped off the outside of 
White’s left-hand post.

There were no more scares for Irlam and their 
reward is a trip to Ramsbottom United on 12th 
September. A great result on a landmark evening 
with perhaps the only slight disappointment being 
a 165 strong crowd that fell well short of the 300 
capacity. What more could you want on a Tuesday 
evening in September, after all?

As you might expect, fortunes were mixed for our 
other local sides and a few FA Cup campaigns 
came to grief at the first hurdle. Two first-half 
goals were enough for Colne to see off Daisy Hill 
in Westhoughton, although the 200+ crowd will 
offer some consolation to the home side. Maine 
Road’s dream is over following a 5-0 thumping from 
Squires Gate (played at Prestwich Heys’ ground) 
whilst Wythenshawe Amateurs need penalties to 
overcome Huddersfield side Shelley after a 1-1 draw 
in South Manchester.

On Wednesday evening AVRO pulled in almost 
300 fans only to be beaten 2-1, with Bootle’s 
winner coming in the sixth minute of time added on. 
Football – the real type, with fans – is back! 

Andy Giblin

I genuinely felt something approaching elation 
as the teams came out, Irlam in their all-blue and 
Yorkshire visitors Liversedge sporting a rather 
snazzy bright orange outfit. When the game 
kicked off it felt a little bit like my first ever match 
at Boundary Park, watching the mighty Latics. 
This time however, the home team would win…

There were signs of understandable rustiness 
during the early stages of the game, but that was 
more than made up for by enthusiasm. Irlam would 
be the better side for most of the evening, and 
Connor Martin flashed a shot wide on six minutes. 
Sedge went close soon after that when Oliver 
Fearon’s header was brilliantly saved by long-
serving home keeper Lee White.

A Karl Cassell effort flew over the Sedge bar as the 
game warmed up but although Irlam did most of 
the pressing, they couldn’t fashion anything clear 
cut before the half-time whistle.

The first half hadn’t produced any goals, but the 
second would start with something of a bang. 
Within a minute of the restart the Sedge defence 
gave way and after Jordan Porter had saved his 
first shot, Martin smashed home the second.

Matthew Argent-Barnes went close for the home 
side just before the hour, but despite Irlam looking 
generally comfortable, Liversedge equalised 
midway through the half. A neat build-up caught 
the Irlam defence napping, with Fearon taking 
advantage with a nicely placed header.

All to play for, but Irlam deservedly restored their 
lead in spectacular style just eight minutes later. 
Oscar Campbell found a little bit of space, 30 yards 
out and right of centre. The shot that followed 
would have graced any standard of the game – a 

It had been 181 days since I last attended a competitive 
football game, so last Tuesday’s FA Cup Extra 

Preliminary Round tie at Irlam has to be viewed as 
something of a special occasion. It was fine night for 
football, and Silver Street is always a great place to 

watch our national winter sport. 
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warm-up
1. Which player blurred out 
below are you selecting to 
start?

The Match penalties
Have a go at these questions to test 
your football knowledge!

They are ordered A-B-A-B if you want 
to challenge a friend to a best of five...

How did you get on?

1 to 3 - Dog and Duck Pub FC

4 to 6 - Have you had a trial?

7 to 9 - Going good, that move is 
  round the corner!

All 10 - Champion of the World

1. Who was League 2 top scorer in 
 the 2019-20 season?

2. What team plays at The Den?

3. How many times have Chelsea 
 won the FA Cup?

4. Where was the first World Cup?

5. Who plays in the Old Firm derby?

6. How many teams are promoted to 
 the Premier League?

7. Who are the Carabao Cup holders?

8. Who is the longest serving team in 
 League Two?

9. Who won the Europa League?

10. What song is now synonymous 
 with ITV’s England coverage?3. Jordan Turnbull contests a 

duel in the middle of the pitch 
during the opening few minutes 
of the game. 

Which ball are they challenging 
for; A, B or C?

2. Our last Carabao Cup match 
was against Leeds United at 
the start of 2019-20. Can you 
complete the starting line-up 
from that match?

1. Chris Neal
__ __________
4. Oscar Threlkeld
__ __________
8. Lois Maynard
17. Richie Towell
18. Danny Whitehead
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
__ __________
25. Joey Jones
29. Jake Beesley

5. Which of these 
players in the squad 
HASN’T played for 
Rotherham?

A - Richie Towell
B - Oscar Threlkeld
C - Ian Henderson

4. What was the half 
time score when we met 
Leeds last season?

6. Can you unscramble the 
names of these four players, 
two from each team?

1 - ELC TARMOK
2 - WORLEC HIELIT
3 - TOM KATJECO
4 - KALBA NAJCMALM
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the first couple of weeks into getting the balls out 
a lot quicker.

How have you found returning in a pretty good 
shape compared to facing a gruelling return for 
pre-season?

You can only really speak for yourself on this 
one but I feel as fit as I ever have and it probably 
is because of the programme that we’ve had in 
lockdown. 

It’s a good feeling when you do come back into 
pre-season training and you think ‘I don’t feel like 
I need to play catch-up on my fitness’ and worry 
about that because you’re already at a certain 
level where you need to be, so getting into the 
games and things like that you tend to normally 
have a bit of a struggle through your first few 
games, and find it a little bit tough to catch up 
on your fitness, but it’s been a lot easier and a 
lot of the lads have said that as well, so it only 
stands you in good stead. You’re more focused 
on the tactical side and the way you want to play 
as a team instead of having to worry about lads 
catching up on fitness.

And a few months without kicking a ball, I take it 
the first pass wasn’t sliced?

Fortunately not, it’s not been easy playing in the 
back garden at home on my own though! 

Like I say it’s great to be back, it’s only the first time 
in most players’ career where you’ve had this much 
time off from training together and you do miss it, it 
sort of gives you a taste of what it will be like when 
the football days are over. But no, it’s great to be 
back and I’m really looking forward to when the 
competitive games are starting.

Ash, without exploiting too many of the clichés 
it’s been a unique period for football, but are you 
glad to be back in training and nearly playing?

Yeah it’s brilliant! To have four or five months off 
work, away from football, hasn’t been easy. You 
miss your job, you miss your normal routine, but it’s 
been great to be able to get back in for pre-season 
and be back around the lads, back around the new 
players and enjoy doing your job again because 
this is what we’ve all strived to do since a young 
age and you do miss it when you’re away from it, 
so it’s fantastic to be back and we’ve had a good 
pre-season under our belt.

How did you keep going during lockdown?

The Gaffer put a great schedule in place where we 
didn’t really stop too much to be honest, we had 
a good few months of a home programme and we 
were all in competition with each other on a daily 
basis whether it be targets of running distances or 
different competitions we can do at home, which 
was good because it didn’t give anyone excuses 
just not to do it one day or have a bit of a day off. 

It’s easy to do that when you’re not officially in 
work so the process that was put in place was 
very clever from the staff and it kept us all fresh 
and on our toes, and especially the Sport Science 
department, the kind of technology they’ve got 
nowadays it doesn’t allow anybody to not do the 
work! 

So it’s been good and it’s stood us in good stead 
because I think from day one when we came 
back into pre-season, the fitness tests that were 
done normally find three or four lads off the pace, 
everyone was absolutely flying and hit the ground 
running so it allowed the Gaffer to fast track maybe 

The defender is relishing a competitive return to 
football, but even more so in his new appointment 
as Salford City captain. Ahead of kick-off against 
Rotherham United our number 5 sat down to talk 

about returning to football, focusing on pre-season 
and becoming skipper.

Big Interview: Ash Eastham
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It’s been a challenging pre-season with mostly 
higher level opponents, how have you found that 
preparation? Will it help going into the season?

Definitely, I think you need to play different levels 
of opponents because they all offer different 
problems for you and different tests that you will 
face throughout the season, so it’s good playing 
teams that are different levels. 

Having been in the game for quite a while now, 
you never read too much into the results of pre-
season, it is definitely just for fitness and getting 
your combinations and styles of play for your team 
going, but come this weekend when Rotherham 
starts the results do matter and it’s a completely 
different mentality and a different focus; it’s not just 
about fitness and easing yourself into games it’s 
straight into battle from this weekend. But they’re 
the best, they’re what you want as players, you 
only want to play so many pre-season games 
because your most enjoyable time is when there’s 
something on the line and you’re really playing for 
something.

What’s it been like playing in an empty stadium?

It has been a little bit strange, obviously you 
guys have been broadcasting it to the fans which 
is good for them, but playing in a stadium that’s 
empty certainly says to you that football without 
atmosphere isn’t the same. Football massively 
is about the fans but we’ve had to adapt as 
players because at the end of the day our job 
doesn’t change, our focus and our ambition has 
to be the same and we can’t rely on a crowd or 
an atmosphere to get us the result we need and 
the motivation you need to win games. We have 
to have our own self-motivation as individuals to 
really drive on and make it a success this season, 
so we’ll look to hit the ground running from the start 
of the season but hopefully it’s not too long until 
the fans to come back in.

We’ve see a few new faces come in during the 
summer, and a couple more familiar to you, what 
have you made of our transfer business?

I think the club have done a fantastic job with 

the recruitment, I really do, you look across all 
departments from goalkeeper through defence, 
midfield and attack, we’ve got a real strong squad 
now which is what you need, especially in a 
season like this which is going to be slightly more 
condensed. 

There are a lot more Saturday-Tuesday three game 
weeks, which is massive because games do take 
their toll on bodies, you’re not always going to 
have your so-called ‘strongest 11’ available but the 
good thing is we’re not just an 11 with young kids 
behind it, we’ve got a squad of 20 capable players 
that are ready to go out there with good youth 
players coming through as well. 

But without a shadow of a doubt it was great to 
see Hendo come in through the door because I 
had a great relationship with him at Rochdale and 
he’s a very close friend of mine. Ash from my days 
at Fleetwood too, who I get on really well with 
and we’ve actually been, now we’re allowed after 
COVID testing, driving in a few times together so 
getting to know each other better as well, but like 

I say they’re two of them, we’ve got a lot of new 
players that are going to add a lot of quality to this 
team and it shows the ambition of the Club that we 
want to make a success of this season.

Chemistry is so important, how have the new lads 
settled in and bonded with the squad?

Gary [Neville] put on a team meal for us the other 
night and we all really enjoyed it as a group 
because as much as you come into the training 
ground and spend a few hours with each other 
each day, it’s actually nice to be able to - in a 
different environment - get to know each other and 
actually get to know your team mates well, and it’s 
been really good. 

The team and the squad is gelling really well, and 
there’s a real good relationship between staff and 
players which is really good to see, and that’s 
important because your relationship off the pitch 
will give you that little bit more motivation and 
desire to work harder for your team mates on the 
pitch and really gel as a group.
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And of course congratulations on being named 
Captain, is it a responsibility you are looking 
forward to taking on?

Yeah absolutely, it was a proud moment when the 
Gaffer told me he wanted to make me captain. 
It’s something that I don’t take lightly, it’s a 
responsibility amongst the squad but like the Gaffer 
said to the squad when he announced it, we need 
a team full of leaders and I do genuinely feel like 
we’ve got that this season. 

We’ve got a lot of experienced lads that the young 
boys can look up to and see how to do it right on 
a day-to-day basis. You’re not just a captain on a 
Saturday, you’re a captain on a Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday when you’re turning 
up at the right times at training, when you’re doing 
your work in the gym, when you’re grafting hard 
on the training field and you’re living your life right, 
and we’ve got a lot of people who do it the right 
way and a lot of professionals. But from a personal 
point of view I’m really, really happy and really 
proud to have been given the armband.

And finally it’s Rotherham United up first, 
starting the season with a Cup game against 
Championship opposition. What’s your thoughts 
ahead of the game?

They’re going to be a tough test, they’re riding 
off the back of a really successful season, won 
promotion last year and have a strong core of a 
squad they’ve on the whole kept together, so we’ve 
been working on the aspects of how we want to 
play against them this weekend.

I think from our point of view it’s focus on us 
because the games are competitive now, there’s 
something riding on it, and yes the league is our 
most important and our main focus is on that, but 
I’ve been involved in a lot of teams that have had 
successful cup runs that have also had an effect 
on having a successful league season as well so 
starting on Saturday, fingers crossed we can get 
the result we want and really put a marker down 
for the season ahead.
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Foundation 92

Here’s what we’ve done this summer in numbers:

 - We’ve delivered more than 1,100 hours of 
  coaching in the last six weeks…
 - … that’s 260 sessions this summer!
 - Over 200 children have taken part in our 
  sessions, with 30% of those female
 - 500 free food parcels, supplied by Emmaus 
  Salford, have been delivered to families in 
  need right at the very heart of Salford
 - We also welcomed Emmaus Salford’s 
  companions to our weekly 92 Shield 
  sessions, offering a welcoming environment 
  for them to keep fit and play football.

‘We’re committed to meeting the needs of the 
local communities we serve’

Head of Foundation 92 Tom Hutton said: 

“This summer has been a fantastic and rewarding 
experience for both Foundation 92 and the wider 
community. It’s been a big challenge to launch so 

Throughout the past six weeks, Foundation 92 
has been supporting the local community with a 
range of activities and initiatives to help those in 
need during the summer. 

Given the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic on 
mental and social wellbeing, we’re proud to have 
been able to offer our help through physical activity 
sessions and lifestyle classes. 

It’s been great to give local people the chance to 
keep fit, engage with the community and meet new 
friends in a safe and welcoming environment during 
such a testing time!

What has Foundation 92 been up to in the past 
six weeks?

Foundation 92 has been working tirelessly within 
the Salford community across the last six weeks, 
helping by delivering free food parcels, family 
wellbeing classes and free-to-access sports 
services. 

https://bit.ly/2GogPn4
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“Our family support programme has been really 
well-received too; it’s a privilege to try and help 
many who have faced significant challenges due 
to Covid-19. 

“Through classes and free food parcels, supplied 
by Emmaus, we’ve aimed to help families gain 
the confidence and ability to lead healthier and 
happier lifestyles.

“We’re honoured to work alongside a range of 
partners such as the Rio Ferdinand Foundation, 
Salford Community Leisure and Emmaus, who have 
all supported us throughout the summer.

“Collaboration has been really key to ensuring 
the needs of the Salford community are catered 
for, allowing us to deliver a variety of sport 
activity sessions and youth work to a much wider 
audience.” 

many projects during a pandemic but, as a team, 
we’ve come together and delivered a service that 
we’re proud of.
 
“We’ve focused on two key areas; helping young 
people to get active in the community again and 
working with families to help them lead healthy and 
progressive lifestyles. 

“Both programmes have been delivered in a 
Covid-secure way, providing some of Salford’s most 
vulnerable residents with the chance to take benefit 
from the specialist support, advice and guidance 
on offer.

“It’s been amazing to have had parents contact 
us thanking Foundation 92 for helping to get their 
children active, allowing them to meet new friends 
and enjoy themselves in the fresh air once again.
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accreditations and life skills, helping young people 
both thrive and lead independent lifestyles in the 
community.

Targeted and detached youth work

We shall work in partnership with seven housing 
associations to offer a total of 100 hours’ worth of 
detached outreach and youth work provision that 
will take place throughout Salford.
 
Family Health improvement and lifestyle change 
programmes

We will continue to work in partnership with 
organisations in both Salford and Trafford, further 
developing our free to access family health 
improvement programme by offering more families 
with the opportunity to take part in bespoke 
mentoring classes with the aim of helping them 
lead healthy lifestyles.

What’s next for Foundation 92?

Tom Hutton, Head of Foundation 92, said:

“Moving forward, we’re committed to meeting the 
needs of the local communities we serve. 

“We have some fantastic initiatives starting soon, 
which we hope will allow those facing hardship in 
Salford to lead healthy and positive lifestyles.” 
 
Youth transition programmes 

We will be working with young people aged 14-18 
who have been identified as being most at risk of 
participating in criminal activity, providing them with 
the opportunity to take part in a bespoke, holistic 
mentoring and lifestyle change programme.
 
Inclusive education provision

We’re committed to supporting young people, 
aged 16-24, to gain meaningful and life-changing 
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Men’s Team 2020-21
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Date Opposition H/A KO Result Pos/Pts Att. Starting XI Substitutes
September 2020 (H - A)

Sat 5 Rotherham United H 15:00 (4) 1 - 1 (2) BCD Hladky Touray Lowe Eastham (c) Clarke Armstrong Gibson Hunter Andrade Threlkeld Henderson 1 Hayes Elliott Turnbull Wilson Denny Golden Thomas-Asante

Weds 9 Manchester United U21 H 19:45

Sat 12 Exeter City H 15:00

Weds 16 Everton A 20:15

Sat 19 Grimsby Town A 15:00

Sat 26 Forest Green Rovers H 15:00

Tues 29 Morecambe H 19:45

October 2020
Sat 3 Stevenage A 15:00

Sat 10 Tranmere Rovers H 15:00

Sat 17 Port Vale A 15:00

Tues 20 Southend United H 19:45

Sat 24 Crawley Town H 15:00

Tues 27 Scunthorpe United A 19:45

Sat 31 Oldham Athletic H 15:00

November 2020
Tues 3 Cambridge United A 19:45

Sat 7 Emirates FA Cup R1

Tues 10 Rochdale A TBC

Sat 14 Bolton Wanderers A 15:00

Sat 21 Bradford City H 15:00

Tues 24 Morecambe H 19:45

Sat 28 Emirates FA Cup R2

December 2020
Tues 1 Carlisle United A 19:45

Sat 5 Barrow A 15:00

Sat 12 Cheltenham Town H 15:00

Tues 15 Newport County H 19:45

Sat 19 Harrogate Town A 15:00

Sat 26 Walsall H 15:00

Tues 29 Mansfield Town A 19:45

January 2021
Sat 2 Leyton Orient A 15:00

Sat 9 Colchester United H 15:00

Sat 16 Newport County A 15:00

Sat 23 Harrogate Town H 15:00

Tues 26 Cambridge United H 19:45

Sat 30 Oldham Athletic A 15:00

February 2021
Sat 6 Bolton Wanderers H 15:00

Sat 13 Bradford City A 15:00

Sat 20 Carlisle United H 15:00

Tues 23 Morecambe A 19:45

Sat 27 Southend United A 15:00

March 2021
Tues 2 Port Vale H 19:45

Sat 6 Scunthorpe United H 15:00

Tues 9 Crawley Town A 19:45

Sat 13 Barrow H 15:00

Sat 20 Cheltenham Town A 15:00

Sat 27 Exeter City A 15:00

April 2021
Fri 2 Grimsby Town H 15:00

Mon 5 Forest Green Rovers A 15:00

Sat 10 Stevenage H 15:00

Sat 17 Tranmere Rovers A 15:00

Tues 20 Walsall A 19:45

Sat 24 Mansfield Town H 15:00

May 2021
Sat 1 Colchester United A 15:00

Sat 8 Leyton Orient H 15:00

Fixtures & Results 2020-21
KEY
First Sub Second Sub Third Sub Goalscorer No. of Goals Yellow Card   Red Card   + Own Goal scored
All fixtures are subject to change; we endeavour to give as much notice as possible. Up-to-date information available on the website and social media.
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GROUND REGULATIONS

Salford City Football Club 
welcomes fans of all ages to 
The Peninsula Stadium and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy 
their visit.

So that this can happen we 
would like to remind all fans that 
any form of anti-social, racist 
or discriminative behaviour is 
strictly prohibited. This includes, 
but is not limited to, verbal or 
physical abuse, use of illegal 
drugs, flares, or any other 
pyrotechnic device. Anyone 
caught in possession of, using, 
inciting, or taking part in any 
of the above offences will be 
ejected from the ground and 
face conviction which could 
include being served with a 
Football Banning Order. 

If any fans are subject to foul, 
racist, insulting or harmful 
language or behaviour, or 
have concerns about fellow 
supporters, they should report it 
in as much detail to the nearest 
steward, or alternatively contact 
Kick It Out via their app or by 
calling them on 0800 169 9414. 
The club may also be contacted 
on enquiries@salfordcityfc.co.uk, 
and your case will be dealt with 
anonymously.

We kindly ask that when arriving 
at and leaving The Peninsula 
Stadium fans are considerate of 
our neighbours, especially after 
evening games and during late 
hours. Please refrain from any 
antisocial behaviour, keep noise 
to a minimum and dispose of 
any litter in the bins provided at 
or outside the ground. 

No alcohol is to be taken from 
the ground, and as per EFL rules 
no alcohol is to be consumed in 
view of the pitch including in the 
bar and hospitality areas. 

Smoking is strictly prohibited 
inside The Peninsula Stadium 
including the use of E-Cigarettes 
or Vaping devices.

Ticket Information

TICKET NEWS

If you are still due a refund for match and/or coach tickets for 
League Two games that were cancelled at the end of 2019-20, 
please contact the Ticket Office (tickets@salfordcityfc.co.uk).

The Leasing.com Trophy Final against Portsmouth remains postponed, 
with the EFL committed to the Final being played when fans can return 
to stadia. Match and Coach tickets will be valid for the re-arranged 
fixture, if you cannot attend once a date is decided then refunds will 
be available. Thank you for your continued patience.

SEASON TICKETS

Season Tickets for the 2020-21 campaign are on sale now for 
supporters wishing to renew their ticket, or purchase one for the 
first time.

With matches being played behind closed doors for the start of the 
season, any season tickets purchased on or before Sunday 4th 
October will include an access code that will allow you to stream 
home league games for free via our live stream platform. Cup 
competitions and away games are not included in this offer, but can 
be purchased for £10. Once clubs can accommodate all Season 
Ticket Holders in their grounds for home games, this access will be 
withdrawn and previous constraints will apply. Carer and Under-5 
Season Ticket Holders will not be issued with a code for streaming.

Some EFL restrictions have been lifted which means that games can 
be streamed on desktop or laptop computers, mobile or tablet via a 
suitable web browser. Please read the Terms & Conditions carefully 
before purchasing either a Season Ticket or Match Pass to ensure you 
can watch games.

Online sales are temporarily suspended, so to renew or purchase 
a season ticket you will need to download an application form off 
the club website, complete it and either email it back to the club or 
drop it off at the Ticket Office during opening hours (see the website 
for updated hours). Please try to submit applications by email where 
possible, if you must visit the Ticket Office please wear a face 
covering and observe social distancing regulations.

Any seats which haven’t been renewed yet are now on open sale. 
Block E is not available, and seats 86 to 131 in Block G are no longer 
available due to a change in the way we allocate sponsor and guest 
tickets; we apologies for any inconvenience. A ground plan can be 
viewed online to help you choose an area to sit.

Season Ticket Terms & Conditions can be viewed on the website.

Renewals New Season Tickets

Standard Concession* Standard Concession*

£160 £80 £180 £90

*Concessions are for those aged 5-17, 60 and over, or Students 23 and under as of 01/08/2020.

https://live.salfordcityfc.co.uk
https://salfordcityfc.co.uk/tickets-260520/
https://salfordcityfc.co.uk/tickets-260520/
https://salfordcityfc.co.uk/tickets-260520/
https://bit.ly/2DmRlWd
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TWO TO WATCH

Derby County vs Barrow  (Live on Sky Sports)

This is a massive test for The Bluebirds travelling to 
Pride Park to face a Derby side that finished 10th in 
The Championship last season. David Dunn’s focus 
will likely be on League Two rather than surpassing 
their League Cup best of reaching Round Three 
twice in the 1960s, likewise a first League Cup title 
is unlikely to be high on Phillip Cocu’s agenda.

Bolton Wanderers vs Bradford City

A game worth keeping an eye on as two of our 
League Two rivals meet at the University of Bolton 
Stadium. Ian Evatt has recruited numbers since 
taking over following The Trotters’ relegation, so 
should have a fair squad depth to utilise.

CARABAO CUP ROUND ONE

Blackburn Rovers 3-2 Doncaster Rovers

Preston North End 4-0 Mansfield Town

Stevenage 3-3 Portsmouth*

Stoke City* 0-0 Blackpool

Middlesbrough 4-3 Shrewsbury Town

Burton Albion* 1-1 Accrington Stanley

Derby County vs Barrow (12:00)

Plymouth Argyle vs QPR (12:30)

Crawley Town vs Millwall (13:00)

Gillingham vs Southend United (13:00)

Bristol City vs Exeter City  (14:00)

Walsall  vs Sheffield Wednesday (14:15)

Barnsley vs Nottingham Forest

Birmingham City vs Cambridge United

Bolton Wanderers vs Bradford City

Crewe Alexandra vs Lincoln City

Fleetwood Town vs Wigan Athletic

Forest Green Rovers vs Leyton Orient

Grimsby Town vs Morecambe

Ipswich Town vs Bristol Rovers

Luton Town vs Norwich City

MK Dons vs Coventry City

Newport County vs Swansea City

Northampton Town vs Cardiff City

Oldham Athletic vs Carlisle United

Oxford United vs AFC Wimbledon

Peterborough United vs Cheltenham Town

Reading vs Colchester United

Rochdale vs Huddersfield Town

Salford City vs Rotherham United

Scunthorpe United vs Port Vale

Sunderland vs Hull City

Swindon Town vs Charlton Athletic

Tranmere Rovers vs Harrogate Town

Brentford vs Wycombe Wanderers (Sun, 12:00)

*Won on penalties

If the scores are level after 90 minutes the game will go straight to a 

penalty shoot out. The Round Two and Round Three draws take place 

live on Sky after Brentford vs Wycombe on Sunday.

EFL Trophy Group Stage - Group B Round One

Morecambe 1-2 Rochdale (Tues, 19:45)

Salford City vs Manchester United U21

EFL Trophy Group Stage - Group B Round Two

Salford City vs Morecambe

Rochdale vs Manchester United U21

EFL Trophy Group Stage - Group B Round Three

Rochdale vs Salford City

Morecambe vs Manchester United U21

WATCH TODAY’S
MATCH here

www.live.salfordcityfc.co.uk

https://bit.ly/2QPcWd2
https://bit.ly/2QaaiOA
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01 Vaclav Hladky

03 Ibou Touray

04 Jason Lowe

05 Ashley Eastham

06 Tom Clarke

07 Luke Armstrong

08 Darron Gibson

09 Tom Elliott

10 Ash Hunter

11 Bruno Andrade

16 Jordan Turnbull

17 Richie Towell

18 Oscar Threlkeld

19 James Wilson

20 Mani Dieseruvwe

21 Nick Hayes

22 Dan Jones

24 Martin Smith

25 Joey Jones

28 Alex Denny

32 Tylor Golden

37 Brandon Thomas-Asante

40 Ian Henderson

30 Nathan Bishop

Paul Woolston

Jacob Carney

41 Ethan Laird

52 Max Taylor

58 Di’Shon Bernard

Luca Ercolani

Will Fish

Harvey Neville

Lucasz Bejger

Reece Devine

71 Teden Mengi

47 Arnau Puigmal

54 Ethan Galbraith

63 Dylan Levitt

Hannibal

Max Haygarth

Mark Helm

Charlie McCann

Connor Stanley

49 D’Mani Mellor

Anthony Elanga
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Manager

Graham Alexander

Lead Coach

Neil Wood

Referee Peter Wright

Assistants Robert Atkin & Thomas Harty

Fourth Official Peter Gibbons
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03 Ibou Touray

04 Jason Lowe

05 Ashley Eastham

06 Tom Clarke

07 Luke Armstrong

08 Darron Gibson

09 Tom Elliott

10 Ash Hunter

11 Bruno Andrade

16 Jordan Turnbull

17 Richie Towell

18 Oscar Threlkeld

19 James Wilson

20 Mani Dieseruvwe
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22 Dan Jones

24 Martin Smith

25 Joey Jones

37 Brandon Thomas-Asante

40 Ian Henderson

1 Viktor Johansson

02 Billy Jones

03 Joe Mattock

04 Shaun MacDonald

05 Adam Thompson

06 Richard Wood

07 Kyle Vassell

08 Ben Wiles

10 Freddie Ladapo

11 Chiedozie Ogbene

12 Lewis Price

14 Mickel Miller

15 Clark Robertson

16 Jamie Lindsay

17 Kieran Sadlier

18 Trevor Clarke

19 Wes Harding

20 Michael Ihiekwe

21 Angus MacDonald

22 Matt Olosunde

23 Curtis Tilt

24 Michael Smith

25 Matt Crooks

27 Jamal Blackman

29 Jamie Proctor

32 Joshua Kayode

33 Jake Cooper

34 Jacob Gratton

35 Jake Hull
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Manager

Graham Alexander

Manager

Paul Warne

Referee James Oldham

Assistants Gareth Mellor & Peter Gooch

Fourth Official Aaron Jackson


