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It’s our second home game in quick succession tonight 
and we have to try and replicate Saturday’s performance 
as many times as possible between now and the end of 
the season, we know if we can keep creating as many 
opportunities as that we will undoubtedly produce good 
results. 

You don’t always get what you deserve in football and 
that was the case versus Crawley. But I was delighted with 
the players and their approach to the game, the way we 
defended with great discipline and our general play which 
we posed the opponent many problems. 

We know from the information we gather from the league 
that our team is up there and above some of the top teams 
in the division in terms of creating big chances and hitting 
the woodwork, which means our attacking principles are 
very good, we just have to practice and improve our clinical 
touch to take full advantage of the positions we work so 
hard to get in. 

The last few months have been a time of transition for us 
as a club with 12 players moving on and 10 new players 
coming in, all during a time when we’re trying to win football 

Good evening and welcome back to The Peninsula Stadium 
for tonight’s match against Plymouth Argyle, and a warm 
welcome to Ryan Lowe, his players, staff and the visitors 

who have made the journey up; we wish you a safe return.

matches at a new level for the club. We had to go through 
that and I believe it was a steep learning curve for us all 
with the challenges that presents, but we look at the quality 
we now have in our group and the position we’re in, that the 
possibilities to be successful are still there for us. 

Our ambition as staff and players never waivers and we 
understand the many challenges any successful team will 
face in a season, only at the end can we prove whether we 
were good enough to overcome them and win. This team is 
determined to do just that.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER



Liam
HOGAN

Good evening and good to see you back at The Peninsula 
Stadium for the second time in a few days as we take on 
Plymouth Argyle.

A very frustrating weekend just passed in a game where 
we dominated against Crawley and did all but find the net 
creating several good chances. 

In a much improved home performance we found ourselves 
wondering how we didn’t take the full points, at the other 
end a second clean sheet in three games shows positives in 
our all round game, and we are at the point now where we 
feel if we continue to perform as we have done the points 
will come more consistently. 

A quick turn around at the start of a busy February sees us 
face Plymouth who, up until the weekend too, were the high 
flying team; they suffered defeat against Colchester. 

Bittersweet as they will now be looking to have a reaction 
when they play us tonight, but I know our lads are ready for 
the challenge and our frustration will only fuel the want for 
that big win at home we’ve been waiting for. 

In the earlier meeting we were unlucky to concede a late 
penalty which shared the points, so we know the game is 
another good opportunity. 

We have the belief we have the quality and we have seen 
we have the support from the stands. As I have mentioned 
there are enough games and enough points on offer to 
make this a successful season we won’t be giving up. 

Thank you for your attendance,
Hoges
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I wonder if attendances at some EFL fixtures over the next 
two Saturdays will see an increase? I pose this question 
because as I’m sure everyone will be aware the 2019-20 
Premier League campaign is the first, after many years of 
debate, to feature a mid-season player break following an 
agreement made by The Football Association, the Premier 
League and the EFL. 

When their particular club is experiencing a blank weekend 
will supporters make an effort to get out and watch their 
closest EFL club, or for that matter their local non-league 
side? Today’s attendance here at The Peninsula Stadium 
might give us a clue.

The intention was that every Premier League club would 
have two weeks off although not necessarily a 14-day block 
because the requirements of the television companies 
had to be factored in. This in effect will see clubs getting 
between 13 and 16 days off and it means the Premier 
League will split one round of matches this month over two 
weekends, with four matches taking place this weekend 
and the other six next weekend. This will ensure each club 
has one weekend off and therefore a free fortnight between 
games. All 10 matches have different kick off times and will 
be broadcast live in the UK. Win,win,win!

Unfortunately for them some of the clubs – Newcastle, 
Tottenham Hotspur, Southampton and Liverpool – have 
had FA Cup fourth round replays eat into this time. Hence 
the stand taken by Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp which 
could be a discussion for another day.

It’s also stated that with every club getting a two-week 
break from the Premier League, players will have time to 
recharge ahead of the knockout stages of the Champions 
League and the Europa League with fixtures for both 
competitions starting up again in the middle of February.

Notice the break is referred to as a mid-season player 
break, not a winter break which it is referred to in other 
countries. Perhaps, naively, I used to think clubs were 
campaigning for a break to avoid the worst of the winter 
weather (thinking obviously of the wellbeing and comfort 
of their supporters I imagined!) although in this neck of the 
woods it’s not always easy to predict when the worst of the 
weather is going to occur.

Elsewhere the Bundesliga affords German teams a huge 
break in comparison to here, with four weeks between 
matches but they have fewer rounds of fixtures and only 
one cup competition with no replays. La Liga has a pair of 
two-week breaks from league fixtures, with just one round 
of matches over a month-long period from before Christmas 
to mid-January but cup matches are scheduled during 
this time. Italy’s Serie A has a two-week break across the 
Christmas and New Year period, while Ligue 1 in France has 
three weeks off, albeit with a round of cup matches midway 
through.

Conversely the League of Ireland operates a summer 
season kicking off next weekend and they also operate 
a mid-season break not because of any high summer 
temperatures(!) but due, I believe, to EU employment laws.

Some clubs have organised warm weather training locations 
for their squads and players have also been given personal 
time to warm themselves in sunnier climes. But I wonder 
how beneficial these expeditions might be. Cast your mind 
back to those occasions when you’ve returned from the 
Costa Whatever to be met at your local airport by the cold 
and rainy days of the UK summer never mind the gales etc 
of its winter. You don’t exactly operate on all cylinders for 
a few days!

Is ‘mollycoddled’ a word?

Frankly
Speaking
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
5. Liam Hogan (c)
9. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
26. Bruno Andrade
29. Michael O’Connor
45. Ash Hunter

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
4. Oscar Threlkeld
17. Richie Towell
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
44. Craig Conway
49. James Wilson

Crawley Town

1. Glenn Morris
7. Reece Grego-Cox
9. Ollie Palmer
10. Ashley Nadesan
14. George Francomb
18. David Sesay
19. Jordan Tunnicliffe
20. Jamie Sendles-White
21. Dannie Bulman (c)
25. Josh Dacres-Cogley
37. Manny Adebowale

Substitutes

27. Tom McGill
13. Ricardo German
16. Mason Bloomfield
17. Tarryn Allarakhia
28. Panutche Camara
34. Jack Powell

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

3

19

Salford Crawley

3

8

Salford Crawley

1

2

Salford Crawley

12 13

Salford Crawley

Match
REport

The Ammies were unlucky to come out from this game with 
just a point after dominating the possession, the chances 

and the territory, but couldn’t get the better of Glenn Morris 
putting in an excellent performance between the sticks.

vs. Crawley Town
Sky Bet League Two
The Peninsula Stadium
08/02/20, 15:00

dangerous but by the time he wanted to pull the trigger 
home skipper Liam Hogan had got back to put in a decisive 
challenge. 

In the 56th minute midfielder Jack Baldwin picked up a 
clearance but snatched at his chance, lifting an 18-yarder 
high over the crossbar. The opening 15 minutes of the 
second half hadn’t produced too much of note but following 
a heavy Hunter challenge on Josh Dacres-Cogley a spot of 
pushing and shoving ensued.

In the 63rd minute Crawley had a chance after David Sesay 
crossed from the left, with giant defender Manny Adebowale 
getting up on the edge of the six-yard box. He almost 
marked his debut with a goal but didn’t get good contact 
on a header that dropped outside the far post. At the other 
end Hunter did well to control the ball on his chest before 
spinning to hit a volley that dropped over the crossbar.

Salford manager Graham Alexander made a double change 
midway through the half, bringing on Craig Conway and 
Brandon Thomas-Asante for Hunter and Adam Rooney. 
There was an immediate impact too, as Thomas-Asante 
played a ball inside from the left, with Andrade moving it on 
to the far side where Conway was waiting. This was a clear 
chance but from an angle on the right the Scotsman could 
only drive a low effort outside Morris’ right-hand post.

Thomas-Asante jinked his way to the line on the left with 
four minutes to play and having almost run out space did 
well to get a rising effort on target. Morris wasn’t going to be 
beaten like that, and had stationed himself at the near post 
to take a routine catch. The Ammies piled forward and in the 
last minute of the 90 Andrade advanced through the middle 
before finding Thomas-Asante on the left. A quick dart 
made a yard of space but again Morris was equal to the 
challenge, pushing the firmly struck shot away to his left. 

There were plenty of positives, of course. Some of the 
football today was very good, deserving of more reward. 
The defence looked tight on the rare occasions it was called 
into action and - had the elusive goal been found - this 
would have been an impressive performance.

This might not be the first frustrating afternoon at the 
Peninsula Stadium this season, but it is perhaps one of the 
more keenly felt. The Ammies were on top for at least 80 
of the 90 minutes against a dogged Crawley Town side, 
yet couldn’t produce the goal that would have earned 
three richly deserved points.

Crawley looked lively during the opening minutes of the 
game, but the balance soon tilted in favour of the home 
side. The first chance came along in the third minute when 
Bruno Andrade let fly from outside the box. It was a 
powerful effort that stayed low, but Town keeper Glenn 
Morris got across to his right to push the ball away. 

Seconds later Scott Wiseman nudged a pass out to the right 
for Michael O’Connor who lined up a cross into the middle. 
Fleetwood Town loanee Ash Hunter got up only to glance 
his header wide of the far post from 12 yards out.

Tom Elliott was next to have a go but his left-of-centre 
chipped effort from the edge of the penalty area dropped 
over the crossbar. The big striker came close to opening the 
scoring in the 13th minute as he rose high to meet an Ibou 
Touray delivery from a deep position wide on the left. From 
15 yards the header rose before dipping on a course that 
would take it underneath the crossbar, until Morris pulled off 
a good save as he tipped the ball over for a corner.

Crawley found themselves pinned back, particularly during 
the opening half-hour and the Ammies went close again just 
past the quarter-hour. Andrade passed to Wiseman on the 
right flank and his cross dropped for Hunter towards the far 
post. There was considerable defensive pressure to contend 
with and from 6 yards out Hunter’s header flashed wide of 
the upright. Soon after that former Lincoln man Andrade 
tried his luck from 20 yards and right-of-centre, but once 
again Morris managed to push the ball away to safety.

The Ammies were playing some good football and could 
easily have been ahead by the time Crawley fashioned 
their first opening of the game. Ashley Nadesan’s lofted ball 
forward gave striker Ollie Palmer the chance to break clear 
and he made a beeline for the penalty area. This looked 
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Match
Reaction

Graham Alexander says Salford were a goal away from a 
‘complete’ performance against Crawley Town on Saturday.

Speaking after the game, The Gaffer said he was happy 
with the rest of the performance as Salford created more 
than six times the number of chances as the visitors, and 
it wasn’t through want of trying that they found Glenn 
Morris in an unbeatable mood.

Crawley’s number one had to be alert early on as Bruno 
Andrade set his sights in the third minute, and Tom Elliott 
flicked a deceiving header goal-bound which the 36-year-
old acrobatically palmed over the crossbar. The two 
January signings would have further efforts saved within 
the opening half hour before Ashley Hunter was denied, 
then late on Brandon Thomas-Asante’s shot was kept from 
crossing the line. 

“You don’t have to be a football expert to see how dominant 
we were today, how much we created, how much we didn’t 
concede.

“It was one-way traffic really, we were completely dominant 

in the game but we didn’t get the goal that would win the 
game; if we’d have won 3-0  today I don’t think anyone 
could have complained or argued with it.

“The players were excellent, the way they played on a 
difficult pitch I thought they played excellently with the ball, 
got into some good areas, created some real good chances 
and hit the target with a good amount, but it was a good 
goalkeeping performance from him [Morris].

“Could have been a little more clinical from us in certain 
situations but as a performance I can’t ask for much more 
apart from the final touch in front of goal.

“That’s what he’s there to do, it’s to make saves so we’ve 
got to see if we can improve our finishing even more to take 
that into account.

“We created chances from crosses, we created chances 
from overloads in midfield, in behind their midfield and it 

was a variation of chances from loads of different players 
as well, we just needed that goal to win the game and like I 
say if we’d have scored three or four today I think everyone 
would just nod their head and say that was a fair reflection 
on the game.”

While at one end there was just a more clinical touch 
needed, at the other Salford were defensively sound and 
conceded few chances, keeping a second clean sheet in 
three games and making it six games in all competitions 
without defeat. Kyle Letheren has kept eight clean sheets 
in 17 appearances now for The Ammies, and it was a more 
welcome ‘0’ in the result.

“We’ve stopped the opposition from creating lots of chances 
in games but we’ve been punished for mistakes that we’ve 
made.

“Today we didn’t make any mistakes and I though the team 
defended excellently.

‘There was nothing really for Kyle to save except for some 
crosses, maybe the odd set piece, but nothing in general 
play and you can see their threats, they’ve got a big, 
physical side as well.

“But the performance today, it’s a 9/10, if you get the goals 
it’s the perfect one. We didn’t, but we get a clean sheet.

“We’ve seen the way we play, the process of dominating 
a game, and we can’t come away from that because that’s 
what made us play so well and create all those chances. 

‘There’s no point in changing the build-up and everything up 
to it because you’re not going to create more chances than 
that so we have to stick to what we’ve been doing, hope the 
introduction of the new players finds that extra bit of quality 
that we need in front of goal, and we take the points that we 
deserve because we certainly deserved three points today.”
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It was roughly an hour’s drive to Burslem down the M6 
and along the A500 to one of the cluster of six towns 
which forms the area better known as The Potteries and 
which doubles as home to Port Vale FC. Port Vale is one 
of the few EFL clubs not to be named after a geographical 
location with people having different suggestions as to 
the origins of the title. 

Burslem is also the birth place of darts legend Phil Taylor 
and Josiah Wedgwood founder of the famous pottery 
company. Currently the best known of Vale’s supporters 
is singer Robbie Williams who recently attended a few 
games over the Christmas/New Year period and who is 
also designing their playing shirt for next season. Vale are 
currently selling tickets for a charity concert he is doing 
at Vale Park later this year. Burslem is adjacent to 
Newcastle-under-Lyme a place we frequently visited in our 
North West Counties days to take on the local Newcastle 
Town who were always a decent side.

The club moved to Vale Park in the 1950s and as you 
approach the main concourse there is a statue of former 
legendary player and manager Roy Sproson (837 
appearances for the club). The ground is an expansive 
venue with the pitch being one of the widest in the League. 
For some reason part of the main stand is still to be 
completed despite being first opened 20 years ago. They 
also have possibly the largest number of hospitality suites 
and boxes of any club we’ve visited this season. After a 
number of seasons in the doldrums the club would appear 
to be on the up under new local ownership.

For City players goalkeeper Chris Neal and newcomer 
Michael O’Connor this was a return to one of their previous 
stomping grounds. The game to be fair wasn’t – particularly 
in the first half - a great game for the purists but the weather 
conditions, with a swirling wind and bitingly cold 

temperatures certainly contributed to this. In fact, it was so 
cold even Graham Alexander wore a coat!

The Valiants had the better of the opening exchanges 
without seriously testing Kyle Letheren while Salford’s best 
opportunity came when Adam Rooney had to stretch too 
far to make contact with a Jack Baldwin cross and his effort 
went over the crossbar.

The quality of the play picked up after the break with Vale’s 
David Amoo, who was proving to be a dangerous opponent 
all afternoon, bringing a good save from Letheren before 
the home side took the lead after 56 minutes. A strong 
Mitch Clarke shot across the six-yard box was unfortunately 
turned past Letheren by Ammies centre back Cameron 
Burgess.

This set back seemed to jolt Salford into action and they 
began to ask serious questions of the Potteries side with, in 
one instance, the ball falling luckily into the arms of home 
custodian Scott Brown in a congested six-yard box. Liam 
Hogan then put a powerful header agonisingly over the 
crossbar before we got our equaliser with fifteen minutes 
remaining when Tom Elliott came in at the back post to 
outjump Brown and head home a deep cross from Richie 
Towell.

I’m not sure why Port Vale players and supporters thought 
an infringement had occurred on the keeper, sometimes 
a keeper – as on this occasion - does get legitimately 
outjumped. Overall a fair result. 

Attendance was 5,281 (with 310 very loud and supportive 
Salford fans present). A 68-page match programme, packed 
with a variety of information for both home and away 
supporters, was available for the usual £3.

on the road
Frank McCauley gives his insight to our away day at 

Port Vale at the start of the month!
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After catching up on Steps 1 to 4 last time out, it’s only fair 
that we have a look at 5 and 6 today. In this neck of the 
woods, that means the North West Counties League.

The NWC’s final representative in the FA Vase bit the dust 
on Saturday as Longridge Town lost 1-0 at home to Northern 
League high-flyers Hebburn Town. A Robbie Spence goal 
five minutes from the end of extra time did the damage, 
disappointing most of the 692 strong crowd who had 
turned out.

Very local representation in the Premier Division is 
surprisingly rare this season, although Ashton Athetic still 
harbour hopes of promotion. Irlam Town are currently eighth 
in the league, with AVRO a couple of places behind. 

In the First Division North Ashton Town are currently fifth, 
with Daisy Hill occupying a very creditable eighth position. 
Prestwich Heys are 10th but Atherton LR – after an 
encouraging start to the season – find themselves 
hovering just above the relegation trapdoor.

Abbey Hey are fourth in the First Division South, with 
Wythenshawe Town, West Didsbury, Cheadle Town, Maine 
Road, Stockport Town and Cheadle Heath Nomads all in the 
top half. Wythenshawe’s very own Ammies are 12th.

There’s a familiar name in the Premier League’s top scorer 
list – handily placed in fifth position is a certain Sam 
Madeley, now plying his trade with Winsford United.

Last Saturday was a decent day for Ammies currently on 
loan to non-league sides. Kieran Glynn is with Scarborough 
Athletic and he started the Seadogs’ NPL Premier Division 

game at Hyde United. In, appropriately enough, the 35th 
minute he hit a scorcher from 35 yards out that went in off 
the bar to secure all three points. 

In the North West division promotion chasing Marine went 
on the rampage at Droylsden, winning by a thumping 
seven-goal margin. Midfielder Mark Howarth has been in 
fine form during his loan spell and added the sixth and 
seventh goals to take his total to five in six games. 

Also on the scoresheet on Saturday was central defender 
James Jones, who nodded home a corner to put Chester 
2-0 up against Blyth Spartans in the National League North 
– his third in seven starts this season.

Not local – in fact, far from it – but having lamented Fort 
William FC’s negative points total last season, I am duty 
bound to offer credit for their burst of recent good form. The 
Highland League club have taken seven points from their 
last three games and are now above Lossiemouth in the 
table, with eight games in hand (it rains a lot in Fort William). 

On Friday 17th January they travelled to Clachnacuddin 
(from Inverness) and the 130-mile round trip was made 
worthwhile by a 1-0 win. On the 1st February a creditable 
2-2 draw was earned at mid-table Deveronvale (260 miles), 
and last Saturday an injury time goal at Turrif United (264 
miles) secured a 2-1 win. 

Great news for a club who live by the corinthian values of 
the original game, playing football for the sheer love of it. 
Long may their upturn in fortunes last – next up are Forres 
Mechanics on Saturday – a home game, if the weather 
relents long enough to permit it.

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin catches up on non-league events in the lower 
couple of steps, and checks in on Fort William FC.
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Baldwin
“I’m really enjoying my time here 
though and that’s been helped by 
getting game time, but it’s a great 

bunch of lads and it’s been a great 
few weeks for me personally as 

well as the team.”
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Having arrived at The Peninsula Stadium as a centre-back 
and played there at Morecambe then against Cheltenham 
until being forced off with injury, it was a surprise to see 
Baldwin come on in the middle against Tranmere Rovers 
in the Leasing.com Trophy in November, then again versus 
Port Vale in the Third Round.

Despite making over 200 Football League appearances in 
a back line for the likes of Hartlepool United, Peterborough 
United and Sunderland, it wasn’t a complete shock for 
Baldwin who says it was a chat with Graham Alexander 
as he returned to training where it became clear that was 
going to be an opportunity for him to feature more regularly 
this season.

“When I came in I played the first game and a half then 
missed out through injury. After that when I was coming 
back into training I spoke to the manager and he basically 
said that he sees me as a central midfielder for the way he 
wants to play, and his team, so he asked me what I thought, 
had I played there before and I said on the odd occasion, 
but I really enjoy it in there. 

“I get about the pitch a bit more, break up play, win some 
headers, and then at times when I’ve got time on the ball I 
like to find a pass so I’m really enjoying it and I think that’s 
the key to playing well, if you’re enjoying yourself. 

“It’s hard work but I like that gritty side of the game, it suits 
me if I’m honest, I hadn’t really thought about it before but I 
am really enjoying it.

“As a football player all you want to be doing is playing out 
there on a Saturday, Tuesday, whenever it may be so it was 
tough at first, a tough few months after I signed getting the 
injury then obviously being sidelined for a large part. 

“But I like to think I’m professional, keep myself right, do the 
right things in training, so obviously when the Gaffer calls 
upon you you’re in the best possible form and shape you 
can be to go on and do a job. 

“I think my first full game in there was against Port Vale in 
the Leasing.com Trophy and I put in a half decent shift so 
obviously it proved to the Gaffer I can do a job in there and 

he’s relied on me since then.”

Coinciding in part with Baldwin’s introduction is Salford’s 
current six-match unbeaten run which was extended on 
Saturday in the 0-0 draw against Crawley Town. He has put 
in a couple of Man of the Match performances during that 
time, scored his first goal (against Northampton Town) and 
says that it’s taken time but he has settled at the club and 
thanks in no small part to the support around him.

“It was tough at first, things weren’t going right and it was 
a pretty stressful time for me and the family because I 
hate being out injured and I’d basically come here sitting 
watching the lads play rather than being out there myself.

“But it’s a great bunch of lads and when I was in at training 
there were people around me that kept me going; staff, the 
physio staff, management team…

“I’m really enjoying my time here though and that’s been 
helped by getting game time, but it’s a great bunch of lads 
and it’s been a great few weeks for me personally as well 

Jack Baldwin joined The Ammies as one of three players 
to arrive on Transfer Deadline Day in August 2019, signing 
a season-long loan from Sunderland. After picking up an 
injury in his second appearance for the club it’s been a 
longer-than-expected wait to see much of the 26-year-old, 
but he has featured prominently in the last few weeks in a 
new role as a midfielder.

as the team.

“We know that we’ve got the talent in the squad, we’ve got 
some top professionals and lads who do things right all 
the time so with regards to the upturn in form on the pitch 
I think it’s just if you’re consistently doing the things you’re 
meant to be doing and keeping yourself right, working hard 
in training, trying to get the messages onto the pitch that 
the Gaffer wants, things should turn your way and as long 
as we keep doing the basic stuff well we’ll give ourselves a 
massive chance in all of the games.

“We dominated large parts of the game on Saturday, I think 
some of our play was really good at times and it was just 
lacking the cutting edge in the final third that stopped us 
from getting all three points. 

“We were defensively sound throughout the game and I 
don’t thin Kyle [Letheren] had a save to make so we got one 
end of the pitch, we need to keep that going and make sure 
we’re getting things right at the other end.”

[Coninuted...]
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It’s marked a positive turnaround this season for Baldwin, 
but it’s not the first time his career has been affected by 
injury having missed chunks of time at Peterborough with 
a knee injury. With Mental Health a big talking point in 
football, Baldwin has given his support to the work that the 
EFL, Mind and other charities are doing to support and raise 
awareness for Mental Health, and says that being part of a 
tight-knit group can be a massive help.

“It affects you massively, being sidelined with injury.

“For me I’ve got a young family at home so being out 
injured, you’re frustrated and you might take that frustration 
home, the wife can sense you’re frustrated and you can be 
snappy at the kids if they’re too noisy or something. 

“You just need to take a step back at times and re-evaluate 
where you are and the position you’re in.

“It was frustrating being injured because it’s your bread and 
butter, you want to be out there instead of being stuck in the 
gym on a bike or whatever I was doing. It can be tough and 

I’ve had a large part of my career out with a serious knee 
injury so I’ve been there before but I like to think I’m quite 
resilient mentally when it comes to that.

“For long periods it can put a dampener on your lifestyle 
and your health so I think it’s important to keep raising the 
awareness of the mental health charities that are out there 
because they’re doing a great job in supporting players who 
have been and are struggling with the issues.

“Your team mates massively help too, they’re people you 
see everyday for large parts of the day so if you’re not 
enjoying that environment or you don’t get on with the lads 
or the staff then obviously it’s just going to make stuff 10x 
harder.

“Luckily here we’ve got a great bunch of lads in the 
changing room. When I was out injured there was other 
players out injured at the same time which was uplifting, 
you end up making jokes about it in the end and putting a 
positive spin on a negative situation is always helpful.”

MIND INFOLINE 
Call 0300 123 3393 or text 86463 
for advice on mental health and 

support available in your local area
(Monday to Friday, 9am - 6pm)  

HEADS UP TEXT LINE 
Text HeadsUp to 85258 for 

immediate support via SMS text.
Confidential, free on most UK 
networks and available 24/7

CALM’S FREE HELPLINE 
and webchat is for anyone who  

may be going through a tough time. 
Call 0800 585858, every day from 

5pm-midnight, or visit  
www.thecalmzone.net for 
information and support.

#KickOffaConversation
HeadsTogether.org.uk/Heads-Up
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.

REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.

AD-210x148-KIO-Report It!.indd   1 23/08/2019   19:42
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which ball is the real 
one in this photograph?

Can you work out which former Pilgrim 
has been blurred out?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________



12. letheren



35

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

AD-210x148-Sky Bet-Simple Tools.indd   1 09/10/2018   21:21

Plymouth
Argyle

Tonight’s visitors
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The Pilgrims were founded in 1886 and known simply as 
Argyle before Plymouth was added in 1903 when the club 
turned professional and joined the Southern League and 
the Western League.

Prior to that football had been played as one of a number 
of sports at Argyle Athletic Club, but football became the 
main sport in the early 1900s and Plymouth’s first game as 
a professional club was a 2-0 win against West Ham United, 
Jack Peddie the scorer of their first goal. Plymouth were 
Champions of the Southern League in 1913, and in 1920 
they were a founding member of the Football League Third 
Division, finishing 11th in the first season.

From 1921-22 to 1926-27 Plymouth finished second in the 
Third Division South every season, missing out on promotion 
before being promoted in 1929-30 as Champions. They 
regularly attracted attendances of 20,000 and established 
themselves as a Second Division side.

In 1950, after the end of the Second World War, Plymouth 
were relegated back to the Third Division, but their stay 
didn’t last long and they won the league in 1952 to return to 
the second tier. In 1952-53 they finished fourth in the Second 
Division which is the club’s highest ever league finish. Home 
Park had floodlights installed in the 1954-55 season before 
Plymouth were relegated again in 1956, but they bounced 
back by winning the Third Division (now a national league) 
in 1959.

Argyle spent the majority of the 1960s in the Second 
Division and in 1965 reached the League Cup semi-final for 
the first time, losing to Leicester City. However the decade 
ended on a more disappointing note with relegation in 1968.

The 1970s started with Plymouth in the third tier, but in 1973 
they hosted Brazilian side Santos who at the time had Pele 
in their starting line-up. The legend scored with Argyle 
3-0 up to make it 3-1, but Santos couldn’t complete the 
comeback and lost 3-2. In 1974 Argyle again reached the 
League Cup semi-final but lost to Manchester City, however 
in 1974-75 they returned to the Second Division only to face 
relegation in 1977.

Plymouth were consigned to the Third Division for a number 
of years, but in 1984 reached an FA Cup semi-final having 
beaten West Brom and Derby County on the way, only for 
Watford to win 1-0 at the penultimate stage at Villa Park. 
The next season manager John Hore was sacked, and his 
replacement Dave Smith took Plymouth back up to the 
Second Division in 1985-86 after finishing as runners-up. 
Smith then led Plymouth to seventh in their first season 
back, just a place outside the new play-offs. He left in 1988.

Peter Shilton was brought in as player-manager, but he 
was unable to prevent the club’s relegation in 1991-92. 
They finished mid-table, but the next season qualified for 
the play-offs where they were beaten in the semi-final by 
Burnley, then in 1994-95 Shilton left and the club was 

relegated to the fourth tier for the first time in their history.

Next in charge was Neil Warnock who took Plymouth back 
up at the first time of asking, via the play-offs. They won 1-0 
against Darlington at Wembley - their first visit to the 
national stadium - however after a couple of years they 
were relegated back to the fourth tier and towards the end 
of the century the club was in danger of going bust. Paul 
Sturrock arrived as manager in November 2000 and saved 
the club from relegation out of the Football League, then 
took them up the next season as Division Three Champions. 
After missing out on the play-offs in 2002-03, they were 
amongst the favourites for promotion in 2003-04 which they 
achieved as Champions, even after Sturrock left in March.

Their first season in The Championship saw them finish 17th, 
followed by a 14th place finish in 2005-06, and an 11th place 
in 2006-07 under Ian Holloway, who stated he believed 
Plymouth could reach the Premier League. However he 
resigned in November 2007 to take over at Leicester, who 
ended 2007-08 relegated, while Sturrock returned and 
Plymouth finished 10th. 2008-09 was more of a struggle as 
Argyle finished 21st, before relegation to League One came 
in 2009-10, and another one to League Two in 2010-11. 
Back-to-back 21st-place finishes were the lowest it got, 
before in 2015-16 The Pilgrims reached the play-off final, 
losing to AFC Wimbledon. 2016-17 though saw them win 
automatic promotion back to League One, and they finished 
2017-18 in seventh before relegation last season.

Nickname
The Pilgrims

Founded
1886

Last season
21st - League One



Substitutes: Cooper, Edwards, C.Grant, J.Grant (Jephcott 65’), 
McFadzean (Cooper 46’), Randell, Taylor (Hardie 46’)

L3-0 at Colchester United, Sky Bet League Two

Palmer

Cooper

Grant

Moore

Sarcevic

Hardie

Mayor

Canavan

Bakinson

Jephcott

Wootton

Last line-up
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Plymouth’s ambitions for this season were clear, plain and 
simple enough; they want to return to League One at 
the first time of asking and they were both quick and 
confident in the summer in going out to recruit Ryan 
Lowe and assistant Steven Schumacher from Bury, 
where they achieved exactly that last season.

The pair brought a few of their players, as well as their 
eye-catching style, to Home Park with them and they have 
unsurprisingly been competing for one of the promotion 
places throughout the season.

Five wins from six league games had taken them up into 
the automatic promotion places ahead of the weekend’s 
games, but a surprise defeat at Colchester United ended a 
six-unbeaten run and allowed near rivals Exeter City back 
into third. Argyle do still have a game in hand to play, and 
two over leaders Swindon Town who they can pull level on 
points with should they win both, and leapfrog with a +5 
goal difference.

Earlier in the season when the sides met for the first time, a 
Dom Telford penalty in the 89th minute rescued a point in 
a 2-2 draw. Argyle twice came from behind, firstly a sweet 
Danny Mayor strike cancelling out Jake Beesley’s opener 
before the penalty levelled things again after Ibou Touray’s 
79th minute goal.

There isn’t much history between the sides in terms of 
playing for obvious reasons both geographical and in the 
league standings, but there are links nonetheless. Jake 
Jervis is a former top scorer at Home Park and played for 
Plymouth from June 2015 to January 2018, playing in the 
side that reached the play-offs in 2015-16 and were 
promoted in 2016-17. Oscar Threlkeld was involved in the 
squads in both of those seasons too, on loan from Bolton 
Wanderers in 2015-16 before signing and winning promotion 
in 2016-17, and pushing for the play-offs in 2017-18. He then 
returned for a spell last season from Waasland-Beveren. 
Goalkeeper Kyle Letheren has also had a couple of spells 
on the south coast, on a short-term deal in late 2009 and 
then two years from 2017 to 2019 before joining us in the 
summer.

DID YOU KNOW? 

The ship on the club’s crest is The Mayflower, which carried  
the religious group “The Pilgrims” to the New World in the  
1600s, hence where the nickname comes from too. The 
City’s name comes from the River Plym which runs through.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League Two - 7th

2015-16

League Two - 5th

2016-17

League Two - 2nd

2017-18

League One - 7th

2018-19

League One - 21st

W W D W L
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Ryan Lowe was appointed manager at Plymouth Argyle in 
the summer, fresh from winning promotion to League One 
with Bury who he took back up at the first time of asking.

The former striker had three spells as a player up the road 
at Gigg Lane, including playing under Salford assistant 
manager Chris Lucketti in the 2017-18 season after which he 
became full-time manager.

Born in Liverpool, Lowe played for the club at a young age 
and also played for Southport before joining Burscough 
then moving up into the Football League with Shrewsbury 
        Town in 2000.

He spent five seasons with The Shrews, 
   including helping them back into the
     Football League in 2004 after their 
         relegation the previous season, 
           before moves to Chester City and 
             Crewe Alexandra. Following a loan 
                spell at Stockport County, Lowe 
                  returned to Chester in 2008-09 
                    and scored 16 goals in 45 
                     league appearances which 
                       saw him then sign at Bury for 
                         the first time.

In his second season with 
The Shakers they were 
 promoted to League One, 
  but after a few games 
    Lowe moved to Sheffield 
     Wednesday, followed 
      by season-long spells 
       at MK Dons and 
       Tranmere Rovers before
         returning to Gigg Lane. 

         Success with Bury 
         continued as they 
         were again promoted 
        in 2014-15, Lowe’s first
      season back at the club, 
      then during the 2015-16 
     season he moved back 
    to Crewe Alexandra on 
   loan, then permanently, 
but that culminated in his 

  third and final spell at Bury 
as a player when he returned 

in 2016-17, and after becoming 
caretaker for a second time in 

2017-18 Lowe retired to become 
manager full-time. One season and one 
promotion in, Lowe has transferred his 
style to Plymouth in search of a fourth 
promotion from League 2.

Mike Cooper
Signed: Academy Graduate

The youngster came through the academy at Home Park 
and made his debut in the first team against Blackburn 
Rovers at just 17, replacing an injured Kyle Letheren and 
keeping a clean sheet in the second half as the match 
ended 1-1. The 20-year-old has featured four times this 
season in the League Cup and EFL Trophy after being 
awarded the Number One jersey in the summer.

01 Alex Palmer
Signed: July 2019 (LOAN)

23-year-old Palmer is on a season-long loan from 
West Brom where he has impressed coming through the 
Academy and for England at Under-16 level, and he has 
enjoyed regular first team football this season. He has 
already had loan spells with Kidderminster Harriers, and 
played for both Oldham and Notts County on loan in 
League Two last season.

24

Gary Sawyer
Signed: July 2015

Captain Sawyer was originally an academy product at 
Home Park, but re-signed in 2015 after a few years away. 
Coming through at a time when Plymouth were on the rise, 
he had loan spells at Weymouth and Exeter before coming 
back in to nail a left-back or centre-back place. He moved 
to join Bristol Rovers in 2010, then had a term with Leyton 
Orient from 2012 to 2015 before coming back to Plymouth.

03

Scott Wootton
Signed: July 2018

The centre-back spent time at Liverpool and Manchester 
United as a youngster before signing a professional deal 
with United in 2010. The 28-year-old had a couple of loan 
spells away from Old Trafford, but played in the Champions 
League and League Cup before a move to Leeds United in 
2013 which lasted three years. That was followed by two 
years at MK Dons before Plymouth signed him.

05 Niall Canavan
Signed: July 2018

Robust centre-back Canavan joined The Pilgrims in 2018 
from Rochdale, and has become a solid fixture at the back. 
The 28-year-old started his career at Scunthorpe United 
where he made over 150 appearances between 2009 and 
2016, and won promotion from League Two in 2013-14. That 
was followed by a move to Rochdale where he had enjoyed 
a successful loan spell in 2016.

06

Josh Grant
Signed: July 2019 (LOAN)

Chelsea youngster Grant signed on a half-season loan in 
the summer, but extended it until the end of the season 
in January having impressed at Home Park either at the 
back or in a holding midfield role. The 21-year-old has 
had success at Chelsea in the youth teams, and earned 
caps with England Under-20s, and last season he made 11 
appearances on loan at Yeovil Town.

25

Will Aimson
Signed: July 2019

One of Ryan Lowe’s fellow arrivals from Bury, Aimson 
made 37 league appearances and scored four goals as The 
Shakers were promoted to League One. The 26-year-old 
started his career at Eastleigh before being signed by Hull 
after a trial, although he never made an appearance for 
The Tigers and had loan spells at Tamworth and Tranmere 
Rovers before spending two-and-a-half years at Blackpool.

04

Antoni Sarcevic
Signed: January 2017

Two-time League Two promotion winner Sarcevic is in his 
third season with The Pilgrims having joined after leaving 
Shrewsbury Town, and winning promotion in his first season. 
His first promotion was under Graham Alexander at 
Fleetwood Town when he scored the winning goal in the 
play-off final against Burton Albion in 2013-14. Earlier former 
clubs include Woodley Sports, Crewe and Chester.

07
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Luke Jephcott
Signed: Academy Graduate

January Player of the Month for League Two Jephcott was 
re-called from a loan at Truro City at the start of 2020, and 
went on to score four goals in his first two appearances for 
Plymouth this season. The Welsh Under-19 international is 
a second year professional and last season was the first 
player born in the 21st century to play for the first team 
when he made his debut in October 2018.

31

Danny Mayor
Signed: July 2019

Arriving in the summer with Ryan Lowe from Bury, Mayor 
is a creative midfielder and scored a quality goal in the 
reverse fixture. The 29-year-old started his career at Preston 
North End where he played with Graham Alexander in his 
final season before moving to Sheffield Wednesday. He had 
loan spells away from The Owls at Southend then Bury in 
2013-14 before signing permanently at Gigg Lane.

10

Conor Grant
Signed: July 2018

Everton academy graduate Grant had an injury-hit first 
season after signing in July 2018. He was supposed to join 
the January before but the proposed move fell through due 
to his participation in the EFL Trophy. The 24-year-old had 
multiple loan spells away from Goodison Park at the likes 
of Motherwell, Doncaster Rovers, Ipswich Town and Crewe, 
and is a good set-piece taker.

15Tyreeq Bakinson
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

The 21-year-old joined on loan from Bristol City in the 
January transfer window and has provided a dominant 
presence in the middle for The Pilgrims. He started his 
career at Luton Town, and impressive performances caught 
the eye of Bristol who snapped him up in 2017. Last season 
Bakinson joined Newport County on a season-long loan, 
who he helped to the play-off final against Tranmere.

14

Ryan Taylor
Signed: January 2017

The 31-year-old started his career with Rotherham United 
and made over 150 appearances for The Millers, as well as 
having a couple of loan spells at Burton and Exeter, before 
leaving for Bristol City in 2011. The forward spent nearly 
three years there before an 18-month spell at Portsmouth 
yielded 15 goals in 55 league appearances. Next was a 
move to Oxford, where Plymouth signed him from.

09

Byron Moore
Signed: July 2019

A well experienced Football League striker, 31-year-old 
Moore is the fifth player who signed from Bury. The former 
Crewe academy graduate was handed a chance after an 
injury to Ryan Lowe, and he went on to make just under 300 
appearances and scored in Crewe’s 2-0 play-off win against 
Cheltenham in 2011-12. He went on to play for Port Vale and 
Bristol Rovers before joining Bury and winning promotion.

17

Joel Grant
Signed: July 2017

The Jamaican international has had various spells in the 
Football League after beginning his career at Watford. A 
handful of Championship appearances were followed by a 
move to Conference side Aldershot who the winger helped 
back into the Football League before signing for Crewe in 
2008. After three seasons he had spells at Wycombe and 
Yeovil, returning to the second tier, before joining Exeter.

16

Dom Telford
Signed: July 2019

Former Blackpool trainee Telford followed Ryan Lowe from 
Bury where he scored 14 goals last season, seven of them
 in the EFL Trophy as Bury were knocked out by winners 
Portsmouth in the semi-final. He still finished as top scorer 
in the competition. Prior to joining Bury the 23-year-old had 
been on the books at Stoke City, but never made a break-
through and in 2017-18 spent the season at Bristol Rovers.

11

Ryan Hardie
Signed: January 2020 (LOAN)

The 22-year-old joined in the transfer window on loan from 
Blackpool until the end of the season, and scored in each 
of his first three appearances. A former academy player 
for Rangers, the Scotland Under-21 international had loan 
spells with the likes of Raith, St. Mirren and Livingston before 
Blackpool paid an undisclosed fee for him in the summer. 
He scored once in 12 appearances before heading South.

18 Klaidi Lolos
Signed: May 2018

The young Greek forward was signed after catching the eye 
of Academy Director Kevin Hodges while at Birmingham 
City. He started playing at Olympiakos at nine, and moved 
to England where he joined Crystal Palace at 16. Last 
season he was a regular for the Under-18s and earned a 
call-up to the Greek Under-19 squad before making his 
debut in August, and his home debut as a sub against us.

19

Adam Randell
Signed: Academy Graduate

Hailing from Plymouth, the young midfielder only signed 
professional terms in the summer but he was involved in 
pre-season and was captain in the first friendly of the year. 
A holding midfielder, Randell made his debut last season 
in the EFL Trophy and made his League Two debut  in 
September as a substitute against Oldham. He has been 
more involved in cup games this season.

20

Callum McFadzean
Signed: July 2019

One of the quintet to move south from Gigg Lane, attacking 
full-back McFadzean made 49 appearances in last season’s 
promotion success. The 26-year-old has had a mixed 
career that started at Sheffield United and included loans to 
Chesterfield, Burton Albion and Stevenage before departing 
for Kilmarnock in 2016. He returned to England with Alfreton 
then Guiseley, where Bury picked him up from in 2018.

21

Joe Edwards
Signed: July 2019

Versatile midfielder Edwards was Ryan Lowe’s first signing 
in the summer, joining from Walsall where he had spent the 
last three years. A native Westcountry-man, the 29-year-old 
started his career at Bristol City and had loan spells with 
Bath City, Stockport County and Yeovil before signing on a 
permanent deal with The Glovers and helping them up into 
The Championship. Since been at Colchester and Walsall.

08

George Cooper
Signed: August 2019 (LOAN)

Former Crewe academy graduate Cooper was signed on 
loan by Ryan Lowe, who played with the midfielder in their 
time at the Railwaymen. The 23-year-old scored 14 goals in 
over 120 league appearances for Crewe, making his debut 
as a 17-year-old, and Peterborough United signed him in 
January 2018. However he is on loan after Lowe expressed 
a long-term admiration for the midfielder.

32
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opposition view
We spoke to Salford-based Plymouth fan Chris Hull about 

his support for the club and stand out memories!

What was your first Plymouth game?
Plymouth vs Crystal Palace, 1st November 1986. Plymouth 
won this game 3-1 with club legend Tommy Tynan scoring 
two goal. Ian Wright played in that game for Crystal Palace, 
after this I was hooked.

Why do you support Argyle and what does the club mean 
to you?
I was born in Plymouth many years ago and following 
Argyle definitely runs in the family, with my uncle Brian, 
brother Alistair and sister Elizabeth all within five grounds 
of reaching the 92 just following Argyle. My lad Aidan has 
lived in Salford all his life and is Argyle through and through 
he has also now been to just over 60 grounds. My good 
mate John also travels to most Argyle games and he lives 
in Carlisle! Argyle have fans who travel from all over Devon, 
Cornwall and the country and clock up many miles, and 
huge respect must go to the legendary Banana Bus who 
not only travel to all away games, they set of from a far as 
Newlyn/Truro and always manage to reach the destination 
for opening time at the pub.

Argyle means so much to so many and I am sure you will 
see that with great support shown to the team tonight. 
I believe with Ryan and the current management team, 
the board and owner Simon Hallett, the club are in for an 
exciting couple of years with everyone pushing in the same 
direction.  

Who is your favourite Plymouth player, past or present?
Steve Castle. In the exciting season of 93-94 Steve scored 
21 goals and was a midfield general under Peter Shilton. A 
highlight was a hat-trick against Stockport County. Argyle 
just missed out that season in the Play-Offs. Over the years 
of following Argyle in my opinion this was the most exciting 
football that the team has played.

Who do Salford need to keep an eye on tonight?
Antoni Sarcevic - Antoni has been a great player since 
joining Argyle from Shrewsbury and has a knack of popping 
up and scoring an important goal. If we keep him fit until 
the end of the season at the heart of the midfield we should 
not be far away from where we want to be at the end of the 
season.

What is your most memorable Plymouth game?
There are so many games to choose from, (though also over 
the years there have been many forgettable games as well!) 
For me it is the Play-Off semi-final win at Home Park against 
Colchester under Neil Warnock, the emotions of that game 
as a fan went up and down so many times through the 90 
minutes. Then Charlie Williams popped up late in the game 
to score the winner. Always a victory at the small club who 
play up the A38 at St James Park is also a great day out. 

Are you looking forward to coming to Salford?
I am really looking forward to tonight’s game and like 
Argyle really I believe Salford are moving in the right 
direction. There is such a focus and determination from the 
owners, board, team and the club staff to really put Salford 
on the map not only the first team though, but as a club 
within the community. There are some connections between 
the two clubs with Kyle, Oscar and Jake former players 
of Plymouth. With Argyle pushing for promotion and now 
having a new strike force, I would love a 3-1 victory (though 
would settle for three points). We were lucky at Home Park 
to score a last minute penalty, although dominating the game. 
  
Argyle started the season inconsistently and over the past 
two months have started to move up the table with us just 
currently outside the automatic promotion spots. With it 
being Ryan’s first season the team have adjusted to the way 
and style he wants to play and over time hopefully the team 
will settle and move up the table with promotion at the end 
of the season. 
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South 10 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett (x2) Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Abdullahi (x4) Lawson Duckworth Rhodes

Sun 19 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup R1 2 - 1 Duke Shaw Baker Ainscough Rhodes Bennett Tobin Tattersall (c) Etchells Lawson Duckworth Carta

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South 12 - 0 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Bennett Tobin Duckworth Tattersall (x2) Abdullahi Lawson (x5) Ainscough Rhodes Carta

February 2020

TBC Penwortham Town Ladies A Argyle Cup R2 P - P

Sun 23 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

March 2020

Sun 1 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 15 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 29 Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Correct as of Saturday 8th February ^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1
James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 

Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A 2 - 4 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Rhodes

TBC Carlisle United A P - P

Sat 18 Port Vale H 6 - 0 Twist (x4), James-Taylor, Burton

Sat 25 Rochdale A 2 - 3 Ditchfield, Timmis, James-Taylor

February 2020

Sat 1 Carlisle United H 4 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Timmis

Tues 4 Shrewsbury Town H 3 - 0 Rhodes, James-Taylor (x2)

Sat 8 Walsall H 8 - 0
James-Taylor (x2), T.Shepherd (x2), Twist, 

Timmis, Hall, Rhodes

Sat 15 Fleetwood Town H

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

February 2020

Tues 11 Sheffield Wednesday H

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan
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Tables

NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 13 11 1 1 86 23 63 34

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 9 8 0 1 37 7 30 24

3 Warrington Wolverines 11 4 4 3 30 24 6 16

4 Chester FC Women 12 4 3 5 25 28 -3 15

5 West Kirby Ladies 12 2 5 5 20 33 -13 11

6 Altrincham FC Ladies 5 3 1 1 9 5 4 10

7 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 7 3 1 3 19 17 2 10

8 Northwich Vixens First Women 7 2 2 3 19 17 2 8

9 Liverpool Feds Reserves 14 2 2 10 23 75 -52 8

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 8 0 1 7 16 55 -39 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City 15 12 0 3 50 20 30 36

2 Fleetwood Town 12 10 1 1 30 6 24 31

3 Preston North End 14 10 1 3 44 21 23 31

4 Blackpool 14 8 2 4 29 30 -1 26

5 Carlisle United 15 7 3 5 28 29 -1 24

6 Accrington Stanley 15 8 0 7 28 30 -2 24

7 Walsall 13 7 2 4 32 14 18 23

8 Oldham Athletic 16 6 4 6 29 31 -2 22

9 Tranmere Rovers 16 5 2 9 39 37 2 17

10 Shrewsbury Town 13 3 1 9 17 26 -9 10

11 Morecambe 13 1 4 8 11 36 -25 7

12 Rochdale 12 1 1 10 18 36 -18 4

13 Port Vale 12 1 1 10 14 53 -39 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.
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Manager
Graham Alexander

Assistant Manager
Chris Lucketti

GK Coach
Carlo Nash

Kitman
Paul Rushton

Head of Performance
Dave Rhodes

Physiotherapist
Steve Jordan

Sport Scientist
Rob Williams

Club Doctor
Dr. Mubin Ibrahim
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League Two
round-up

Two new managers took their places in the dugouts at 
Bradford City, where Stuart McCall returned for a third 
term in charge at Valley Parade, and Scunthorpe United 
where Russ Wilcox is in temporary charge.

A former player and manager at Glanford Park, Wilcox 
inspired The Iron to a 1-0 win as John McAtee put away a 
first half chance to secure Scunthorpe’s first win since New 
Year’s Day, while Michael Duff admitted he felt his side 
hadn’t turned up. Fortunately The Robins remain in the play-
off places on goal difference, but with a couple of games in 
hand over the chasing teams.

Meanwhile at Bradford McCall was involved in his 692nd 
game as either a player or manager and it was almost a 
perfect re-introduction to the club as Lee Novak claimed 
the goal that put The Bantams ahead. However Grimsby 
snatched a third draw in Ian Holloway’s eight games right 
at the death, and in front of the travelling fans, through Luke 
Hendrie’s powerful close-range strike at the back post. 
‘Ollie’ has now won three, drawn three and lost two as 
Grimsby lie 18th with two games in hand.

At the top Swindon Town took the lead away at Carlisle 
United in the 11th minute, but by the end of the day their 
lead in both the game and at the top of League Two had 
been cut. They haven’t won away since New Year’s Day, 
and Aaron Hayden levelled things up at Brunton Park 
which leaves Swindon now catchable by Crewe, Exeter and 
Plymouth in a title race that is becoming truly unpredictable.  
At the other end Carlisle are now unbeaten in five games 
(W2 D3) and 12 points clear of the relegation zone.

Crewe Alexandra took best advantage of Swindon’s 
dropped points, but they left it late for all three against 
Oldham Athletic at Gresty Road. As has become an 
unfortunate habit for David Artell’s side, they went behind 
when Jonny Smith finished of a neat move with a tidy finish 
to continue his goalscoring exploits this campaign. Charlie 
Kirk set up James Jones to equalise before taking it upon 
himself to score the 97th minute winner, finishing off a 
driving run forward and in from the right to accurately 
dispatch a shot past Zeus De La Paz. Spark the wild 
celebrations for the Railwaymen, perhaps the only ‘late’ 
something railway related is allowed to be, but leave 

Oldham’s six-game unbeaten run a memory that they will 
have to start again with.

Back into the automatic promotion spaces is Exeter City, 
looking to bounce back from consecutive away defeats 
against bottom of the table Stevenage. After taking the 
lead it seemed easy to protect, but missed chances were 
inevitably paid for by Stevenage who drew level in the 79th 
minute. There’s a reason that Graham Westley’s side are 
bottom, and they suffered another defeat here to make it 
four losses in a row when Matt Jay, who also scored against 
The Boro in a recent Leasing.com Trophy game, sealed the 
win in the 81st minute.

The Grecians’ rise was at Plymouth’s expense as Colchester 
Untied returned home with a bang and a 3-0 win. Their 
unbeaten run came to and end at Cambridge a couple of 
weeks ago, but they were in a mood to end Plymouth’s and 
lift themselves to within two points of Argyle.

Northampton have enjoyed a good spell recently, unbeaten 
since Boxing Day, but that was ended by Port Vale who won 
1-0 at The PTS Academy Stadium courtesy of David Worrall. 
Keith Curle’s Cobblers have worked their way into the play-
offs, but three points means Vale are now only outside the 
top seven on goal difference, as are Bradford.

No doubt playing a big part are Forest Green Rovers who 
have won once in eight games in 2020, and slid right down 
the table. They were stunned on Saturday by Walsall who 
took a 2-0 lead before conceding a consolation, but picked 
up a first win in four games having lost their previous three.

Morecambe and Mansfield Town played out a 1-1 draw, after 
The Stags went ahead through Joe Riley’s strike in search 
of a third win in 15 games. However Alex Kenyon had other 
ideas as he reacted quickest to equalise for The Shrimps, 
and Derek Adams’ side are five points clear of Stevenage.

It finished a goal a-piece between Leyton Orient and 
Macclesfield Town too. The O’s were looking for first back-
to-back wins since October, and were on course when 
James Brophy put them ahead, only for Macc to equalise in 
91st minute. Cambridge United did make it consecutive wins 
though as they won 1-0 at Newport County.

There wasn’t much movement in Sky Bet League Two at the 
weekend as six matches ended in draws which meant no 

particularly big leaps or bounds.
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Get closer to the action than ever courtesy of Hotel Football and our exclusive 
ticketed matchday hospitality experiences. Enjoy hearing from some of the 

game’s most recognisable former Manchester United players during a live Q&A 
and three course meal over looking the Theatre of Dreams. 

Then head over to Old Trafford to enjoy the game.

THE ULTIMATE MATCHDAY 
AT HOTEL FOOTBALL

FOREST GREEN ROVERS vs PORT VALE

Perhaps wouldn’t have had this down as a scrap for a 
play-off place, particularly given FGR’s start to the season, 
but their recent slump in results has left Mark Cooper’s side 
needing every point they can get to finish in the top seven. 
The weekend’s results have left them needing a win just to 
pull level with John Askey’s charges.

MORECAMBE vs MACCLESFIELD TOWN

This is a game that could have big implications come the 
end of the season, particularly if Macclesfield face anymore 
further points deductions. A win at The Globe Arena would 
all but cancel out that threat, particularly as Macc have 
a game in hand to play as well, but a defeat could have 
severe consequences.

NORTHAMPTON TOWN vs SWINDON TOWN

Both teams dropped points at the weekend with The 
Cobblers surprisingly beaten at home while Swindon were 
held to a 1-1 draw at Carlisle United. This could be an open, 
entertaining game though with goals as neither side lack 
creativity going forward.

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 32 18 6 8 56 36 20 60

2 Crewe Alexandra 31 17 7 7 57 37 20 58

3 Exeter City 31 16 9 6 42 33 9 57

4 Plymouth Argyle 30 16 6 8 48 33 15 54

5 Colchester United 32 13 13 6 45 28 17 52

6 Northampton Town 31 15 7 9 45 32 13 52

7 Cheltenham Town 30 12 12 6 44 25 19 48

8 Bradford City 32 12 12 8 37 32 5 48

9 Port Vale 32 12 12 8 40 38 2 48

10 Forest Green Rovers 32 12 9 11 38 35 3 45

11 Salford City 32 10 11 11 41 41 0 41

12 Crawley Town 32 9 13 10 44 44 0 40

13 Newport County 29 10 9 10 27 26 1 39

14 Walsall 32 11 6 15 32 44 -12 39

15 Cambridge United 32 10 8 14 34 43 -9 38

16 Scunthorpe United 32 9 9 14 41 48 -7 36

17 Oldham Athletic 32 8 12 12 35 46 -11 36

18 Grimsby Town 30 8 11 11 33 37 -4 35

19 Leyton Orient 32 8 11 13 40 49 -9 35

20 Carlisle United 31 8 10 13 33 49 -16 34

21 Mansfield Town 32 7 11 14 44 51 -7 32

22 Macclesfield Town 31 7 14 10 29 34 -5 29

23 Morecambe 32 6 9 17 29 54 -25 27

24 Stevenage 32 3 13 16 22 41 -19 22

Bradford City vs Stevenage
The Utilita Energy Stadium, 19:45
Carlisle United vs Cheltenham Town
Brunton Park, 19:45
Colchester United vs Grimsby Town
The JobServe Community Stadium, 19:45
Crewe Alexandra vs Crawley Town
The Alexandra Stadium, 19:45
Exeter City vs Oldham Athletic
St. James Park, 19:45
Forest Green Rovers vs Port Vale
The New Lawn, 19:45
Leyton Orient vs Mansfield Town
The Breyer Group Stadium, 19:45
Morecambe vs Macclesfield Town
The Globe Arena, 19:45
Newport County vs Walsall
Rodney Parade, 19:45
Northampton Town vs Swindon Town
The PTS Academy Stadium, 19:45
Salford City vs Plymouth Argyle
The Peninsula Stadium, 19:45
Scunthorpe United vs Cambridge United
Glanford Park, 19:45
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

NEWPORT COUNTY
Rodney Parade
Wednesday 19th February, 19:45

Tickets are now on sale for this game, and can be bought 
from the ticket office during opening hours, or on the night  
in a kiosk outside the away end. Adults: £5, Under-16s: £1.

Coach travel is available for £10 return, with the coach(es) 
leaving the Henry Boddington at 1pm.

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

COLCHESTER UNITED
The Peninsula Stadium
Saturday 22nd February, 15:00

We’re back at home a week on Saturday when Colchester 
visit for the first time.

Tickets are on sale now, and are available to buy online 
or from the ticket office during opening hours. 
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

NExt UP
STEVENAGE
The Lamex Stadium / Saturday 15th February, 15:00

This weekend we head to Hertfordshire for the reverse fixture of our first ever EFL game against Stevenage! A lot has 
changed at The Boro since August including manager and a number of players as they fight to stay in League Two.

By Road - The Lamex Stadium is just off, and signposted from, J7 of the A1(M). Free parking is available at Fairlands Valley 
Car Park, to the North of the ground. Journey time from Salford: 3.5 hours.
By Rail - Stevenage Train Station is closest to the ground and a match day bus operates for £1 which picks up from the station. 
Trains run from either Leeds or King’s Cross (via a walk or the Underground from Euston).
By Coach - Supporters Coach travel is available for £10, with coach(es) departing the Henry Boddington at 9:15. 
Seats can be reserved and purchased during ticket office opening hours.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.



Plymouth Argyle

Referee: Paul Marsden
Assistants: Ian Smedley & Alix Pashley

Fourth Official: Steven Rushton

#WeAreSalford

Manager
Ryan Lowe

01. Mike Cooper
03. Gary Sawyer
04. Will Aimson
05. Scott Wootton
06. Niall Canavan
07. Antoni Sarcevic
08. Joe Edwards
09. Ryan Taylor
10. Danny Mayor
11. Dom Telford
14. Tyreeq Bakinson
15. Conor Grant
16. Joel Grant
17. Byron Moore
18. Ryan Hardie
19. Klaidi Lolos
20. Adam Randell
21. Callum McFadzean
24. Alex Palmer
25. Josh Grant
31. Luke Jephcott
32. George Cooper

Salford City

Manager
Graham Alexander

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Liam Hogan
07. Luke Armstrong
09. Adam Rooney
11. Tom Elliott
12. Kyle Letheren
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
22. Dan Jones
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
26. Bruno Andrade
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
29. Michael O’Connor
32. Jake Jervis
34. Alex Doyle
43. Darron Gibson
44. Craig Conway
45. Ash Hunter
47. George Tanner
49. James Wilson
Ash Eastham


