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When I analysed our game last week I still couldn’t 
believe we didn’t win the game, let alone get at least 
a point. 

From limited chances for the opposition we conceded two 
goals, and 20-odd shots from ourselves giving us a solitary 
goal, without doubt our general play was more than enough 
to grab victory.

But, we cannot look at anyone but ourselves to take 
advantage of these performances. It’s within our own 
capabilities to keep clean sheets, it’s our own composure 
and technique that is required to score goals, so we must 
take responsibility for these things and make the best of 
our quality.

I know its only our first season in the Football League but 
we feel there’s still much more for us to achieve, and we will 
keep striving to make the improvement required to give us 
the best chance. 

The players and staff will always work hard to do this and 
I see and hear the encouragement we receive from our 
supporters never wavering. 

Good afternoon and welcome to Moor Lane for the third time 
in a row, with Northampton Town this visitors. I would like to 
extend that to Keith Curle, his players, staff and the fans and 

officials who have travelled up. 

This gives us all great confidence that we will overcome the 
challenges we’ve faced this season, our destiny is in our 
own hands so lets give it everything we’ve got to make it 
another special season. 

Get behind your team as always and enjoy the game.

Up the Ammies!

Graham.

Graham
ALEXANDER
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Liam
HOGAN

We are back here at Moor Lane today in our third straight 
home fixture, and we return to the league after a great win 
midweek to pull the confidence back in the Leasing.com 
Trophy as we make the quarter-finals. 

The game gave us another quick fire turnaround of matches 
to record the win after two very disappointing losses in what 
has felt like great progression forward, only to get knocked 
back to square one.

The competition has again allowed us to utilise our squad 
which is full of intense competition and the lads did a real 
professional job. 

A result we would love to get this weekend as the turn of 
the year sees us at a point where we need wins to continue 
our pursuit of the play-offs. 

This club has been challenging at the top of the table for a 
number of years now and we want this to be the same this 
season. 

Northampton are the visitors today who gave us a real 
tough game away and look a strong side so the stakes are 
really high coming into this match. 

A complete performance like we had against Crewe a 
couple of home games ago would be ideal, so we can 
hopefully reward the support we’ve been getting. 

We are thankful of your efforts to get right behind the lads, 
please see it continue as you’re playing a massive part!

Enjoy the game,
Hoges
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So, it’s New Year’s Eve and I’m idly thinking about the 
following day’s game in North East Lincolnshire against 
Grimsby Town with a good degree of confidence. The 
Mariners are going through a bad patch having not won a 
match since the end of September - 15 games in all - and 
find themselves in the lower half of the table albeit with 
a couple of matches in hand on Salford. The Ammies 
though have just come into a good run of form showing 
consistency with four excellent performances on the 
bounce.

But then I read online that Grimsby have appointed Ian 
Holloway as their new Manager and the mood changes! 
Holloway has played 600 games in a 20-year career 
mainly at Bristol Rovers and Queens Park Rangers. He has 
managerial experience at eight clubs and from what I’ve 
witnessed on television he has an infectious personality.

Now, sometimes, I’m into omens and this occasion was one 
of them. Over the years we’ve all heard or read about the 
instant impact the incoming new manager - particularly 
when he arrives mid-season - has on a struggling team. 
Performances and results improve overnight. But why? It’s 
the same bunch of players, new training methods can’t 
have kicked in already but things seem to get better. 

Maybe players, subconsciously or otherwise, up their game 
feeling they have to impress the new ’Gaffer’ but does that 
mean they haven’t been giving it their all for the previous 
‘Boss’?  There’s actually a name for this phenomenon. It’s 
called The New Manager Syndrome.

For example, take Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s arrival at 
Manchester United at the end of December 2018. An under 
performing team suddenly went unbeaten in 11 games. New 
Manager Syndrome? So, what effect would Holloway’s 
appointment at Blundell Park have on our fixture on New 

Year’s Day? Well, we now know the answer to that question 
- we lost.

But did the coming of Holloway really have an affect on 
the players he had inherited? He certainly had an influence 
on the attendance which was close to a thousand up on 
their last league fixture. Is this new Manager Syndrome 
fact or fiction, myth or reality? Well, as we tend to find 
nowadays there has actually been some research done into 
it by academics, mainly I believe for the benefit of betting 
companies.  

And by and large, the results of these investigations have 
poured cold water on the idea that one should back sides 
with a fresh face in charge! A Football statistician went 
through the results of every English Premier League match 
played in the six seasons between August 1998 and May 
2004 and concluded that teams which changed managers 
actually did worse in their first game under the control of a 
new boss than may have anticipated. (After the game one 
of Grimsby’s officials suggested they had actually played 
better in their three previous games! But I’m not having that!)

It seems there is a 50% chance of a manager losing his first 
game in charge of his new team. We remember the sides 
which win under new management much more readily 
than the teams which lose despite changing leaders. A 
German student conducted a 35-year study of the results in 
Germany’s top domestic division. and found that Bundesliga 
sides which sacked a boss did no better in their next 12 
matches than they had done in their previous dozen games. 
And an Italian study of Serie A campaigns from 2004 
to 2008 concluded that there was no evidence that 
managerial change produced any significant improvement 
in team performance within the same season.

So, fact or fiction?

Frankly
Speaking
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Salford City

12. Kyle Letheren
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
7. Luke Armstrong (79)

9. Adam Rooney (c)
10. Danny Lloyd
13. Sam Hughes
15. Cameron Burgess (36)

16. Jack Baldwin
18. Danny Whitehead
32. Jake Jervis (84)

Substitutes

1. Chris Neal
4. Oscar Threlkeld
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
23. Nathan Pond
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante 
34. Alex Doyle
46. Luke Burgess

Port Vale

1. Scott Brown
2. James Gibbons
4. Luke Joyce (c)
10. Tom Conlon
11. Cristian Montano
12. Will Atkinson
13. Mark Cullen
15. Nathan Smith
17. Rhys Browne
21. Richie Bennett
28. Shaun Brisley

Substitutes

30. Jonny Maddison
5. Leon Legge
18. Callum Evans
20. Scott Burgess
22. Ryan Lloyd
25. Dan Trickett-Smith
29. Jordan Archer

Shots Corners

Fouls Offsides

8 10

Salford Vale

3
5

Salford Vale

2 2

Salford Vale

7

15

Salford Vale

Match
REport
A flawless performance on Tuesday night took us to the 

quarter-final stage of the competition in our first season in 
it. Luke Armstrong kept up his contribution to the run with a 

goal inbetween strikes by Cameron Burgess and Jake Jervis.

vs. Port Vale
Leasing.com Trophy Third Round
The Peninsula Stadium
07/01/20, 19:45

A first lead of 2020 for The Ammies, and it could have been 
doubled until Luke Armstrong’s shot was deflected out for a 
corner that was dealt with.

Two-time winners Port Vale had been going well in the 
competition, although required a penalty shoot-out to 
advance past Mansfield Town in the last round. They had 
to come from a goal down in that one and nearly repeated 
the trick in the 49th minute when Richie Bennett - scorer 
of the opening goal in the 1-1 league draw here in August 
- slammed a shot from just inside the area on the left that 
bounced off the crossbar. Much to The Ammies’ relief, that 
would be Vale’s best attempt.

There was a penalty shout in the 56th minute after a high 
boot was swung by a visiting defender, and in the 58th 
minute Armstrong scooped a shot over from Jervis’ cross.

10 minutes later Tom Conlon sent a free-kick into the area 
where a yellow shirt got a head in, but Letheren was behind 
it all the way and then watched as Cullen headed a great 
cross from the right wide of the left-hand post. Will Atkinson 
then hit a rasping shot but again couldn’t hit the target.

Oscar Threlkeld and Mani Dieseruvwe were introduced with 
15 minutes to go, and four minutes later the big man would 
have a big say in Salford’s next goal. Touray whipped in 
a delivery that Dieseruvwe, looking for a first goal since 
August, connected with but was denied by a super Brown 
save. However the rebound dropped kindly for Armstrong 
who followed in the shot, and he banged in a second, and 
his third goal in the Leasing.com trophy this season having 
scored a brace against Wolves Under-21s.

Another chance went begging for Vale as Cullen hit a shot 
on the spin from the top of the area, but through a crowd of 
bodies Letheren made the save. That set the platform, and it 
was game over as Salford broke away a couple of minutes 
later. Lloyd raced away on the left-hand side, looked up 
and spotted Jervis in space on the right. A delightful through 
ball sent the Luton Town loanee into the area and a shot 
from the angle beat Brown at his near post, sending Salford 
through.

Salford City progressed to the area semi-finals of the 
Leasing.com Trophy after a convincing 3-0 win against 
Port Vale under the floodlights at The Peninsula Stadium.

There were changes from the team that faced Walsall the 
previous Saturday as Kyle Letheren returned in goal 
behind a back four that included Scott Wiseman for his first 
game since the last round and Sam Hughes’ first start since 
the win against Tranmere Rovers in the group stages. A 
midfield spot was handed to Jack Baldwin alongside Danny 
Whitehead, with Danny Lloyd and Adam Rooney returning 
to the starting line-up.

The Valiants are just a couple of places above us in the 
league but it was Salford who started the brighter of the 
two sides, As early as the fourth minute Lloyd cut in from 
the left-hand side and curled a shot over the crossbar from 
outside the area. Mark Cullen has bagged twice for Vale in 
the competition, and tried a spectacular bicycle kick after a 
cross was cleared high into the air and the striker was given 
space. However they may have been too much time to 
ponder and he sent the effort rather harmlessly wide.

Rooney was next to test in the seventh minute as he 
directed a Wiseman cross from the right goalwards, but 
there was not enough power to trouble Scott Brown.

The game descended into a period of stop-start football 
without much rhythm, Vale possibly enjoying more of the 
possession but neither side were creating any clear cut 
chances until Jake Jervis popped up in the half hour mark 
with a fierce strike that if anything was over-hit as it sailed 
into the School End. Brown may have been troubled by 
that one had it been on target, but not to worry as with nine 
minutes of the half remaining Salford edged in front.

Pressing had been quick and high by the front line all night, 
and Lloyd was menacing James Gibbons at right back. So 
much so he hounded Vale into conceding the first corner 
of the evening, which proved costly. Whitehead tapped 
the ball short for Ibou Touray who whipped an outswinging 
cross into the area which was met by Cameron Burgess to 
steer into the bottom corner.
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Match
Reaction

Graham Alexander was pleased with the attitude 
shown by the players on Tuesday evening!

The Gaffer made seven changes for the evening including 
bringing Kyle Letheren back in net, starts for Jack 
Baldwin, Sam Hughes and Danny Lloyd, and Scott 
Wiseman, Adam Rooney and Danny Whitehead back 
into the mix.

All played their parts effectively as Letheren, although not 
strenuously tested, kept a sixth clean sheet in 11 Ammies 
appearances, and Lloyd made a significant contribution; 
his determination to win the ball back earning the corner 
that Cameron Burgess scored from, then his through ball 
opening up Jake Jervis for the clincher. 

Baldwin settled into the holding midfield role he was 
deployed in at Tranmere Rovers in the group stages, with 
Whitehead allowed to roam and create in front of him, while 
Hughes took up a place at the back alongside Wiseman.

“[We’re] definitely really pleased with the players, I thought 
they approached the game in the right way. 

“We talked about our work ethic this morning when we 
trained, and putting in a performance that Salford, the 
people of Salford and ourselves can relate to, that comes 

from hard work and our quality will show, and that was the 
scenario. 

“I thought the lads ran well, did all the nitty gritty stuff, 
competed for every ball, and when the quality was needed 
in front of goal we had it so I’m really pleased for all the 
players, they’ve worked hard, kept a clean sheet and 
scored three goals so it’s a good night’s work.”

A positive outcome reflected that there is a strong squad 
depth with players fighting for a first team place and 
while appropriate to celebrate a good win against a side 
competing around us in League Two, the performance has 
admittedly left The Gaffer with a selection headache.

“We have a belief that you’ve got to celebrate wins and 
you’ve got to enjoy yourselves, if you win a game of football 
well and worked hard then feel good about yourself after 
the game, so they’re a happy bunch in the changing room 
at the moment. 

“But we’ve got to take that forward into our league 
campaign and kick on from there; I’m really pleased with 
the players who have come in that haven’t played as often 

as they’d like, they’re physically looking after themselves 
and they’ve given us food for thought going into the league 
programme.

“Momentum and winning games is a good habit so you 
want it to spill over into different competitions. 

“I don’t think there’s ever a negative with winning games 
of football, I think it breeds good habits and good feeling 
so we want to take that good feeling into the game on 
Saturday. 

“We were disappointed in our last result here in the league 
so hopefully that kickstarts us in a positive fashion.”

The Ammies are into the quarter-finals of the competition 
still without having conceded a goal, and are now possibly 
just two games away from a Wembley final. 

The draw was made on Thursday, after the printing 
deadline, but regardless of who we have and where 
The Gaffer says he expects whatever side is selected to 
compete and focus on the game being played instead 
of looking at the long-term.

“We go into every competition, every game, trying to win it; I 
don’t think a will to win and that mentality is something you 
can turn on and off from game to game. 

“We’ve got a support here that are coming for one reason 
and that’s to see their team perform, and try and win a 
game, so we’ll never shy away from that responsibility 
but we know this competition gives us the opportunity to, 
if you approach it in that way, to play players that haven’t 
been playing but you’ve got great faith in them, but also a 
realistic chance of getting to a Wembley final. 

“But there’s games in front of us, one game at least, that 
we have to focus on when it comes round, and that’s what 
we’ve done, we’ve taken each game as it comes along and 
the players have approached the games in the right way 
in each round and deservedly won them so when the next 
one comes round we’ll look to win the game with a good 
performance and do ourselves justice, that’s all we can 
do every time we put on a Salford shirt and go out on that 
pitch.”
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mate’s back

With 1 in 4 people experiencing a mental health problem  
each year, we all know someone who needs support.

Drop them a line, ask if they’re ok, let them know you’re there.

You can find information and advice 
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Wear your shirt backwards  
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3
That’s three goals in two Leasing.com 
Trophy games for Luke Armstrong 
now, taking his career total to six 
goals in five after scoring three for 
Middlesbrough Under-21s in 2017-18.
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Leasing.com, official title sponsor of the Leasing.com Trophy are offering you the chance to win some incredible prizes as 
part of their Lease the Trophy campaign. 

One lucky winner will get their hands on a pair of VIP tickets to the Leasing.com Trophy Final in April, merchandise for a 
SkyBet League One or Two team of their choice, a copy of Football Manager 2020 PLUS a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
lease the Leasing.com Trophy itself! 

If you fancy showing the trophy off in your home, school, office or local club house, here’s how to enter: 

1. Record a video of you and/or your team scoring a goal you’re proud of - it could be your local Sunday League team, your 
school team, work team, or even just a kickabout in the park with your kids 

2. Share it on Twitter by using the hashtag #KickItToWinIt 

3. Encourage as many of your friends, family and followers to engage with your post as possible! 

One winner will be awarded the main prize, while eight runners-up will each win a pair of regular tickets to the Leasing.com 
Trophy Final at Wembley and a copy of Football Manager 2020! 

Round 1 closes on January 31st 2020. Terms & Conditions apply. Visit Leasing.com/football for more information. 



21

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

Although this was Salford’s first away game against 
Oldham Athletic, we had played at Boundary Park 
previously. At the end of the 2001-02 season we were 
there for the final of the Manchester Premier Cup with 
our opponents being Ashton United. 

We were doing really well in the North West Counties 
League while our opposition had had a good season in the 
Unibond Northern Premier League. Salford had a decent 
side at this time with players of the calibre of George 
Switzer, Karl Margison, Dave Brown and Gary Vaughan 
with Andy Brown and Gary Buckley as player managers. 
Unfortunately, despite having plenty of chances to win the 
game we ended up collecting the runners-up medals.

This time we decided to take the scenic route to Oldham so 
that George could point out all the pubs he used to drink 
in when working at British Vita many moons ago. He was 
particularly pleased to note that the pub which provided 
‘after time’ was still functioning!

This was my second visit to Oldham in the space of a few 
days having previously got into the Christmassy mood 
with an extended family visit to the pantomime at Oldham 
Coliseum Theatre. Needless to say, the second visit 
provided more enjoyment!

In our final match, not only of the year but of the decade, 
Salford finished on a high. Despite Oldham, who had won 
their two previous games, having a lot of possession they 
were unable to create enough serious chances to put them 
in with a chance of victory as The Ammies were organised 
in defence and incisive going forward hitting four goals from 
open play giving us our highest score so far in the Football 
League.

The scoring was opened on the quarter hour mark when 
a quick break saw Jake Jervis cut in from the left wing to 
seemingly stroke the ball past home keeper Zeus De La 
Paz into the far corner. Moments later birthday boy Brandon 
Thomas-Asante kept up his good run of form when Craig 
Conway found him with a pass and he calmly struck the ball 
into the back of the Latics goal. Salford’s large visiting 
support were ecstatic after 36 minutes when Jervis stole 
in at the back post to plant a header from another Conway 
cross past De La Paz to put us into an unassailable lead. 

The second half was only minutes old when Asante popped 
up for his second of the afternoon converting an Ibou Touray 
cross from close range. Despite having opportunities 
including a Conway shot which clipped the crossbar that 
was to be it for Salford in the scoring stakes. Oldham, for 
whom the last few seasons have been something of a 
struggle, missed a penalty early in the second period when 
Chris Neal made a great save from Filipe Morais before 
the home side got a consolation goal through an excellent 
Desire Segbe-Azankpo. 

And then there was the seemingly good natured streaker, 
an unusual sight at football matches these days. As he ran 
past, a woman sitting behind us remarked that she had seen 
bigger chips. But it can get very cold in Oldham! If he has 
been given a ban from Boundary Park, he’s going to miss 
out on watching Salford’s Carl Piergianni shoring up their 
defence, Pidge having gone to Oldham on loan until the 
end of the season.

Oldham’s programme, The Boundary Bulletin, was on 
sale priced at £3. The attendance was 5,278 (with a very 
impressive 773 from Salford).

on the road
Frank McCauley re-tells his account of the visit to Oldham, 

and details our last game at Boundary Park.
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For more information call us on 0161 703 2500 
or email info@championgroup.co.uk

www.championgroup.co.uk       @ChampionAccount
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Call us today on  0161 979 0808 or email info@kuits.com

3 St Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester M3 2RDkuits.com

We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

A local FA Trophy disappointment this week as Atherton 
Collieries’ FA Trophy campaign came to an end with a 2-0 
defeat at Barrow on Tuesday. The Colls had drawn the 
original game 1-1 – a real pre-Christmas cracker – but this 
time the current National League leaders were just a little 
bit too good. One of Barrow’s goals came from a free kick 
courtesy of former Salford loanee Lewis Hardcastle but 
considering his fine service at Moor Lane I think we can 
forgive him for that. FC United, currently in fine league 
form, visit Holker Street on Saturday for the next round 
of the competition.

The New Year has started off in lively fashion, with some 
good games and big crowds, particularly on 1st January. In 
the Northern Premier League FC United’s 3-2 home win over 
Radcliffe was watched by in excess of 2,000 supporters and 
they were, by all accounts, treated to a great afternoon’s 
entertainment.

Up in the North East almost 2,000 turned out to watch South 
Shields go top of the Premier Division after seeing off the 
raiding Seadogs of Scarborough Athletic (2-1) . Outside of 
the top-flight nearly 800 saw Belper Town and Ilkeston 
draw the Derbyshire Derby, although on the other side of 
the coin there were only 94 present to witness our very own 
Anointed Chukwu record a hat-trick for Widnes during their 
4-0 demolition of Kendal Town.

Last Saturday Ashton United lost 2-0 at home to South 
Shields and just down the road FC United ran riot with a 5-1 
win at Hyde, in front of 1,293. A late Daniel Laffery leveller 
gave Colls a very useful point at Warrington Town while 
Radcliffe were surprisingly beaten 4-0 at home by Bamber 
Bridge. One of those Brig goals was stuck away by a certain 
Richie Allen, who had notched an injury time equaliser at 
Warrington on New Year’s Day.

In the First Division North West, Rammy beat bottom club 
Pickering Town 3-2 at the Harry Williams Stadium. Trafford 
came back from Workington with a point but Mossley’s 
disappointing form continued with a 2-1 defeat at resurgent 
Runcorn Linnets.

The unification of Ossett appears – despite early cynicism 
– to have been a success, off the field at least. The single 
semi-professional town team have struggled a little on the 
pitch yet 442 turned out to see them beat Dunston 2-1. Not 

an untypical gate at the former home of Ossett Town and 
although it’s sad to think I’ll probably never see Ossett 
Albion in action again, it’s hard to argue against numbers 
like that at Step 4.

The North West Counties League continues to provide goals, 
although there aren’t often that many people present to see 
them. Last Saturday Chadderton thumped the Cumbrians of 
Cleator Moor Celtic 7-0 and a Nathan Emery strike decided 
Prestwich Heys’ home game versus Huddersfield-based 
Golcar United. Not good news for Daisy Hill (beaten 2-1 
at home by AFC Blackpool) and Atherton LR (lost 3-1 at 
Pilkington). 

News was almost uniformly good in the First Division South 
with West Didsbury, Maine Road and both Wythenshawe 
sides all winning away from home. It was left to Abbey 
Hey to let the Mancunian side down with their 2-1 defeat at 
Vauxhall Motors.

In the Premier Division Irlam went down 2-0 at Charnock 
Richard and a brace from former Ammie livewire Sam 
Madeley wasn’t enough to save Winsford United from 
defeat at Longridge Town.

Looking for a non-league fix this midweek? In the NWCFL 
First Division North, Heys entertain Garstang on Tuesday 
and both of the Wythenshawe teams are at home on the 
same evening (Ammies versus Alsager and Town versus 
Cammell Laird 1907).

In the Manchester Premier Cup Quarter-Final Irlam play host 
to local rivals Maine Road. 

The NPL can offer Colls versus Stalybridge on Tuesday 
(Integro Cup) and Ramsbottom visit Trafford in the same 
competition. 

Around
non-League

Andy Giblin rounds up the latest goings on 
in the local non-league scene.



Liam
Hogan

“To make 100 appearances at any 
level is fantastic, but obviously it’s 

a little bit more special to me 
because of it being my local club”

Words
Will Moorcroft
Photography
Charlotte Tattersall
Howard Harrison

25

99 SIR MATT BUSBY WAY, M16 0SZ

E hospitality@hotelfootball.com   |   www.hotelfootball.com   |   T  0161 241 0321    |    @hotelfootballuk   |    hotelfootballoldtrafford   |    hotelfootballuk

Get closer to the action than ever courtesy of Hotel Football and our exclusive 
ticketed matchday hospitality experiences. Enjoy hearing from some of the 

game’s most recognisable former Manchester United players during a live Q&A 
and three course meal over looking the Theatre of Dreams. 

Then head over to Old Trafford to enjoy the game.

THE ULTIMATE MATCHDAY 
AT HOTEL FOOTBALL



Salford City vs Northampton Town

26 27

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

Liam was the first of a raft of new signings bought into the 
club ahead of our first season as a professional outfit, and 
as he arrived at Moor Lane the construction work on The 
Peninsula Stadium was partially completed; the School 
End was a skeleton, and we had to ask the builders to 
stop riveting while we did a first club interview which 
maybe poignantly, iconically, or ironically was filmed at 
the back of the old concrete stand.

There was an aura about the centre-back though, a real 
determination, sense of belonging, and stem of passion. It 
didn’t matter to him that it wasn’t a grand old stadium, or a 
flash new build, there was an understanding that this was - 
and still is - a project in the works and something he wanted 
to be a part of. Growing up down the road in Irlam and 

previously working at St. Paul’s Primary School next door, 
there was an immediate affinity about the place, and there 
was only one focus that Liam had; to get Salford City into 
the Football League.

Two-and-a-half years later and it’s a stage of the project 
completed, Salford becoming the first team to achieve 
back-to-back promotions from the sixth to the fourth tier, 
and all done under the captainship of the 30-year-old. It 
hasn’t been easy, nor straightforward and there have been 
hiccups, challenges and obstacles, but having earned an 
elite membership and proved himself as ‘one of our own’, 
Liam can look back at his 100 appearances with pride.

“I’m really proud because we know how difficult the 

challenges in football are, and to make 100 appearances 
at any level is fantastic but obviously it’s a little bit more 
special to me because of it being my local club.

“When I started here the aim was to push us through the 
levels, and as part of my hundred appearances we’ve 
played in three different league and won two promotions.

“The majority of them have been really successful, playing 
with some fantastic players, some great characters and 
obviously some really good friends now that we’ve really 
bonded. 

“To make the first appearance in the National League North 
and the 100th in the Football League is a big difference, but 
it’s a fantastic journey we’ve been on and I’m enjoying it.

“Every club has the ambition to do well, obviously we’re 
really well backed with the owners who have got the 
mentality that has been ruthless really in trying to get 
us through the levels as quickly as we can.

“It doesn’t just happen like that because when you come 
up on the pitch and you come up against different teams, 
opposition, weather conditions, pitches, there’s loads of 
different things that can stop that from happening, but 

Leading the team out against Walsall last Saturday, club 
captain and Salford-born Liam Hogan made his 100th 
appearance for The Ammies. Spanning three leagues, and 
winning two promotions to lift us into the EFL, it’s been quite 
a century for the skipper so far...

they’ve made decisions from the top that have been spot on. 

“Obviously we had Jonno and Bernard when I was first here, 
and we did fantastic as a group of lads because we were in 
a no-win situation really, we were expected to get promoted 
and teams saw us as the big hitters in terms of they wanted 
to take the points from us, so everyone raised their game 
when they played us which makes it really difficult. 

“Same in the National League and obviously they brought 
in a Gaffer that I’d worked with, Graham, who is a fantastic 
addition and at the time I believed there wasn’t anybody 
better that could have been the person to ensure that we 
were the first team to do the National League ‘back-to-back’ 
from the National League North straight into the League. 

“It proved right, although we didn’t quite win it outright we 
pushed it all the way and that took us into the play-offs in 
great fashion and we had that remarkable day at Wembley 
where it was probably one of the more comfortable games 
that you’ve probably come to see related with Salford City. 

“Everyone associated with the club deserved that and it was 
fantastic for me to use my 100 appearances to help the club 
on its way.”
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Rightly pointed out before, Liam’s 100 appearances so far 
have been overwhelmingly dominated by success, and he 
can boast a win percentage of just under 60% which sits 
amongst the highest in the squad.

It was a mixed start for Liam; after a 2-0 home defeat to 
Darlington - which may have been influenced by our 5-1 
humiliation of them the previous season - The Ammies 
picked straight up and won five of the next six games, 
although the skipper saw red away at Spennymoor Town. 
He nevertheless fought back though and went on to score 
his first goal for the club in September against York City in 
the FA Cup Second Qualifying Round. Another defeat, but 
Liam scored against them twice in the league just over a 
month later in a 3-2 win as The Ammies edged closer to the 
top of the National League North, where from the end of 
October they remained for pretty much every game week 
until the end of the season and winning the title with a 
game to spare.

Of course last season we completed the double, and Liam 
joined stalwart Chris Lynch in leading Salford to a league 
title and a play-off promotion after the 3-0 win against AFC 
Fylde at Wembley.

It’s widely agreed that Saturday 11th May 2019 is possibly 
the greatest day in the club’s history, but for the skipper it 
was all about the week before...

“Wembley was a massive experience, but I think the job was 
probably done in the semi-final and for me there is probably 

no bigger moment than Chris Neal saving the penalty for us. 

“I did take a penalty and put it away, but our penalties were 
very good on that day and that’s down to us and the Gaffer, 
his attention to detail and we’d worked on that all week, 
he’s got a fantastic record on that. 

“But I think for moments-wise where it was a game in the 
balance, and Eastleigh really came and had a go that day 
at us, Nealo made an excellent save when we were under 
pressure in the game, but then the penalty save for me… 
Obviously lifting the trophy was fantastic but an in-game 
moment probably would be Nealo’s save.”

“There’s obviously been others, there’s that many I mean 
you pick out the Kidderminster game, we didn’t pick up all 
three points but it was remarkable. 

“Some of the fight backs that we’ve had, a penalty down 
one end, Max saved it and we’ve gone up the other end and 
scored ourselves, there’s been so many different pivotal 
points. 

“Now I don’t have to rub my eyes and think ‘that’s a 
surprise’ because we’ve literally been through all the 
different emotions so far in the three years that I’ve been 
here so it’s been a proper rollercoaster.

“I’ve just enjoyed it because it’s what I set out to do when I 
came here, and so far so good.”

There’s been so many different 
pivotal moments. Now I don’t have to 
rub my eyes and think ‘that’s a surprise’ 
because we’ve literally been through 
all the different emotions so far in the 
three years that I’ve been here, so it’s 
been a proper rollercoaster.

“ ”
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For Liam though it’s not all about reaching 100 appearances 
or getting into the Football League, when he joined it was 
a homecoming and a chance to be part of a driving force 
that is trying to drive change and inspire unity in the City. 
From it’s early days the captain has been heavily involved 
in Foundation 92, and he has a special relationship with 
supporters who no doubt now class him as a club legend.

They’re the intrinsic details that define players, what they 
mean to a club and what a club means to them. As a 
Salfordian it was always obvious with Liam but he has 
always put equal efforts into work on and off the pitch, 
regarding them with equal importance. He is proud to see 
the club growing its presence in the community, and to see 
the community and more fans taking an interest and coming 
out in support of the club and the players.

“We were aware that as the club started moving up the 
levels we were going to have to do some more work off 
the pitch. 

“We’d already started that in the National League North, we 
were working with St. Paul’s school next door, working with 
Andrew Gordon doing different projects like at the Veteran’s 
Garage at Barton Aerodrome, the 92 Shield and Jumpers for 
Goalposts with the homeless centres... We’d already started 
that and it’s obviously become more and more established 
now, and the lads take a real interest in helping off the pitch. 

“Then things like when we’re in the bar area to meet some 
of the supporters, when we’re on away days and we see the 
numbers that we’re getting following us on long journeys, 
things like that show the loyalty that we’ve got from the 
fans. 

“Obviously they’ve enjoyed a fantastic journey with a lot 
of success, but even at this stage now where everyone 
expects us still to do well this year, we want to do well, the 
management want to do well, we’ve gone up level again 

but even in the times we haven’t got results in the last few 
weeks the fans have been fantastic.

“We’ve broken a couple of records in terms of crowds this 
year and the following that we’ve had away and even the 
new songs we’re starting to hear show that they’re really 
buying into this group of players, and we need that because 
it’s a full club, it’s not just the lads out on the pitch, we’re 
Salford’s first Football League club.”

Back to the current season and it’s not been a bad start 
for Salford, sitting mid-table with around half of the season 
played. It was a frustrating start for Liam who picked up 
a shoulder injury in pre-season that required surgery and 
kept him out until November, but he has been back in the 
side recently and is looking forward to a big second half of 
the season.

“I was gutted because obviously I’ve done the journey and 
I wanted to be the one that led us out, only to help the side, 
but it’s not about individuals it’s about the team and when it 
wasn’t me obviously there was other lads that can come in 
and do the job just as well, if not better, then it’s up to me to 
look after myself which I do, and push myself to make sure I 
was ready and available for this team. 

“I’ve had a good couple of runs of games which has been 
fantastic, but it shows if you work hard for The Gaffer and do 
the right things then he’s going to give you the chance and 
you get respect from the players when you work hard.

“It’s been a bit indifferent this season, we’re sat below where 
we set our targets and we don’t want that. 

“We know there’s different opposition and tougher 
opposition but we want to set ourselves and look at least 
for the play-offs, and it’s going to take a big push from now 
as the gap is getting bigger. We’ve got the quality to do it, 
we’ve just got to realise and show the belief.”
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 

PLAN OF 
ATTACK?
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE KNOWLEDGE

WWW.OB I P ROP E RT Y. CO .UK

BUSINESS RELOCATION  |  LEASING ADVICE  |  INTERIOR DESIGN 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  GRAPHIC DESIGN  |  VIDEO  |  VR/CGI

A better way to finance 
your next car

Apply today for a free  
no obligation quote
www.carfinance247.co.uk
CarFinance 247 Limited is acting as an  
independent credit broker. Representative 25.4% APR

Whether you’re after 
an Astra or an Audi, 

a Fiat or a Fiesta, 
you could be driving 

away in a new car in a 
matter of days!

We search and 
compare offers from 

lots of lenders, finding 
the best available 

finance deal for you.  

The choice of car is 
down to you too – 

you can choose one 
from any reputable UK 

dealer!

First football shirt?

It was a Leeds United shirt when they were sponsored by 
Packard Bell, I think in the late 1990s, early 2000s...

First professional debut?

It was for Barnsley against Blackpool in the FA Cup, I came 
on after 15 minutes, we were 1-0 down but won 2-1.

Music Artists...

Michael Jackson, Drake, Bastille (he’s a Plymouth fan!)

Players you have played with...

Gareth Bale and Aaron Ramsey when I was with Wales, and 
Joe Allen at Swansea City.

Pizza toppings...

Pepperoni, Cheese, Extra Pepperoni

top 3...

If the gaffer 
came for tea...

5-a-side
Peter Schmeichel

Zinedine Zidane

Paul Scholes

Lionel Messi

Cristiano Ronaldo

or

or or

or

I think I’d make some sort of vegetarian lasagna for him!
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Join our

volunteers

Childline

© NSPCC 2018. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717. Photos by Alex Grace. Illustration by Rosie McKie. Jat is a Childline volunteer. J20181290.

like Jat, volunteer Childline counsellor

Our Salford base – right here in  
Salford Quays – needs more volunteers.  
Could you spare four hours each week? 
Visit nspcc.org.uk/childlinevolunteer

D.S.
PRIVATE HIRE

0161 773 0073

Accounts Welcome
All Drivers are CRB/DBS Checked

  Airports

  Train Stations

  Coach Stations

  Hospitals

  Days Trips

  Wait & Return Service

RING BACK & 
TEXT BACK

SERVICE

Polite and Knowledgeable Local Drivers
Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

Young
Ammies

Some puzzles and activities to keep our Little Lions and 
Lionesses entertained!

Can you work out which ball is the real 
one in this photograph?

Can you work out who has been blurred 
out in this photograph?

MY MATCH REPORT

By  _______________________

Attendance  

_____________

Man of the Match  

_______________________

Goal Scorers  

_______________________________

Favourite Moment  

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________



8. maynard
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Northampton Town were formed in  1897 after local 
schoolteachers and a solicitor came together, and 
they competed in the Midland League until joining 
the Southern League in 1901.

Champions in 1908-09 meant qualification for  the second 
Charity Shield, at the time played  between the Football 
League and Southern League champions, but they lost 2-0 
to Newcastle United.

The Cobblers, so nicknamed in honour of the local industry 
in the town, joined The Football League in 1920 after the 
First World War and were admitted into the Division Three 
(South). There they competed for the next 38 years, finishing 
a best of second place in 1927-28 and 1949-50 before 
becoming founder members of the Fourth Division.

Nevermind the Swinging ‘60s, for Northampton it was 
more a case of the up and down ‘60s. Starting in 1960-61 
when Dave Bowen won a first promotion for the club, they 
established and were promoted again as Champions of 
the Third Division in 1962-63, then won promotion from the 
Second Division in 1964-65 making it three promotions in 
five seasons for The Cobblers.

It remains the club’s only season in the top flight, and 
they were relegated in 1965-66, but that was followed by 
another two relegations in the next three years meaning 
that in the space of nine years, Northampton rose from the 

bottom to the top, and dropped back to the bottom tier.

Since the Second Division relegation in 1966-67, 
Northampton have always competed between the third and 
fourth tiers. In 1971 the club had to re-apply for election but 
were the most favoured club with 49 votes.

More fluctuation came throughout the next two decades 
with the club being promoted in 1975-76, after finishing 
second in the league behind Lincoln City. They didn’t lose 
at home all season, and every regular player scored in the 
campaign including goalkeeper Alan Starling. Their stay in 
the third tier lasted only a season and they were relegated 
in 1976-77.

It was another 10 years before Northampton would grace 
the Third Division again, after winning the Fourth Division in 
1986-87 with 99 points and 103 goals. In their first season 
they finished sixth, but the sale of key players meant that 
they were relegated in 1989-90.

Into the ‘90s, the club made a good start to the 1990-91 
season and topped the table in February, only to finish 
mid-table. The following season they entered administration 
which saw the formation of the Supporters Trust, who have a 
share holding in the club and a representative on the board 
of directors, and it is believed to be one of the first instances 
of supporters taking over their club. They came close to 
relegation in 1992-93, needing a final day win to avoid it 

which was achieved, but in 1993-94 they did finish bottom, 
only to be reprieved after Kidderminster Harriers failed to 
meet the ground grading requirements. In October 1994 
they moved to their current home ground, Sixfields.

Fittingly in the club’s centenary year they reached Wembley 
for the first time in the Division Three Play-Off Final, where 
a 1-0 win against Swansea saw them promoted back to the 
third tier (by now The Premier League had seen the divisions 
renamed). They then reached the Division Two Play-Off 
Final but lost to Grimsby Town, but in 1998-99 they were 
relegated after horrific luck with injuries. They bounced 
back straight away with a third place finish in 1999-2000.
Financial difficulties loomed off the pitch and in 2002-03 
they finished bottom of Division Two.

Colin Calderwood arrived in October 2003 and took 
Northampton to the play-offs for two seasons in a row, but 
was unsuccessful on both occasions, however in his third 
season (2005-06) Northampton were promoted but that 
summer Calderwood left for Nottingham Forest. They did 
manage to remain in League One until the final day of the 
2008-09 season. It wasn’t until the appointment of Aidy 
Boothroyd that The Cobblers revived, reaching the 2012-13 
Play-Off Final, but losing to Bradford City. Chris Wilder took 
them back up to League One as Champions in 2015-16 
before leaving for Sheffield United. In 2017-18 The Cobblers 
were relegated back to League Two, with Keith Curle taking 
charge in October 2018.

Nickname
The Cobblers

Last season
15th - League Two

Founded
1897
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Substitutes: Arnold, Hall-Johnson, Harriman (Williams 55’),
Martin, Pollock (Anderson 75’), Warburton (Oliver 71’), Waters

W2-4 vs Burton Albion, Emirates FA Cup Third Round

Cornell

Adams

Turnbull

Anderson

Lines

Hoskins

Watson

Wharton

Williams

Oliver

Goode

Last line-up

After a steady start Northampton kicked off a great run 
from October through to December with their win against 
us in the return fixture, and Keith Curle’s side have a play-
off place firmly in their sights in a bid to return to League 
One at the second time of asking.

They are also enjoying a good run in the Emirates FA Cup, 
and in the Third Round last Saturday they won 4-2 away at 
Burton Albion (who eliminated us in the First Round). They 
now face Derby County in the Fourth Round.

A number of shrewd summer signings have given The 
Cobblers that bit extra which is seeing them excel this 
season, and when they won 2-0 on their turf against us in 
October it was a solid performance, and clinical.

The team is set up to make them difficult to play through, 
and they can deal with a more aerial threat accordingly 
as well as being a threat themselves in the air. Two of their 
goals at Burton came from set pieces, with a third from 
a cross out wide. What is also serving them well at the 
moment is the spread of goals across the team.

On the road they have three wins and four draws from 12 
games, scoring 13 goals and conceding 19. That compared 
to at home where they have eight wins, two draws and just 
three defeats  while finding the net 21 times and conceding 
just nine goals, the third lowest in the division after Bradford 
(eight) and Macclesfield (seven).

Alongside Colchester, The Cobblers are one of the teams 
on the periphery of the play-offs with a game in hand, and 
they will sense that three points here this afternoon will give 
some weight to their promotion push. 

Two of their wins on the road have come at Carlisle United 
and Stevenage, with the third at leaders Swindon Town so 
there is a certain unpredictability with Northampton’s away 
performances.

However spurred on by their win at Burton, they will be 
keen to make it three wins on the spin for a third time this 
season, and complete the league double over The Ammies. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Northampton Town are the joint-most successful side at 
winning promotion from the fourth tier. They have been 
promoted seven times, as have Southend United, including 
winning the title in 1986-87 and in 2015-16.

Most
Recent

2014-15

League Two - 12th

2015-16

League Two - 1st

2016-17

League One - 16th

2017-18

League One - 22nd

2018-19

League Two - 15th

D L D W W
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Curle was appointed as manager in October 2018 
after Northampton’s low key start to the 2018-19 
season, and finished comfortably in mid-table.

The 56-year-old is well experienced with a career 
spanning three decades, which started in 1981 with 
hometown club Bristol Rovers. After two seasons 
he switched to Torquay United, but in 1984 returned 
to Bristol where he signed this time for City and 
won promotion to the third tier. He made nearly 130 
appearances before moves to Reading in 1987, then 
Division One side Wimbledon in 1988 for £500,000.

After two and a half seasons with Wimbledon, 
Manchester City paid £2.5million for the centre 
back which at the time was the joint-highest fee for 
a defender paid by a British club. After finishing fifth 
    Curle received his first England call-up, and went 
         to Euro 92 with the Three Lions. He was then 
             named Club Captain at City, but after their 
                relegation in 1995-96, and over 170 games 
                    he was sold to Wolves in August 1996.

                       Another lengthy spell including a stint 
                       as captain at Molineux ended in 2000
                       when Curle moved to Sheffield United 
                        where he took his first steps into 
                        coaching under Neil Warnock. A brief 
                             spell at Barnsley was followed by 
                                a move to Mansfield where 
                                  management took over from 
                                     Curle’s playing days.

Despite relegation in his 
   first season, Curle took 
      Mansfield to the play-
        off final in his second 
          season, but he was 
           sacked in December 
            2004, accused of
             bullying a youth 
          team player, although 
        he later won a case for 
       wrongful dismissal. He 
     had already taken a job 
  with Chester City, but 11 
defeats in 12 cost him his 
job in February 2006.

Following a stint at Torquay, Curle reunited with 
Warnock at Crystal Palace and QPR as a coach, but 
after being sacked with Warnock in January 2012 he 
joined League One Notts County in February 2012, 
finishing the season outside the play-offs on goal 
difference. He was sacked a year later then joined 
Carlisle United in September 2014 where he stayed 
until the end of the 2017-18 season.

David Cornell
Signed: June 2016

The number one joined the club from Oldham Athletic in the 
summer of 2016. He started his career with hometown club 
Swansea City, and had loan spells with Hereford United, 
St. Mirren and Portsmouth as well as representing Wales 
Under-21s before moving to Boundary Park. After a season 
he signed for Northampton, and the 28-year-old (above) 
was named Players’ Player of the Season for 2018-19.

01 Steve Arnold
Signed: June 2019

Experienced stopper Arnold arrived in the summer from 
Shrewsbury Town for an undisclosed fee. Standing at 6’5, 
Arnold’s career started with Norwich City but he made his 
Football League debut at Stevenage. The 30-year-old then 
moved on to Forest Green Rovers where he twice reached 
the National League Play-Off Final ahead of a spell at 
Barrow then Shrewsbury last season.

25

Reece Hall-Johnson
Signed: June 2019

Right-back Hall-Johnson was once of the summer’s recruits, 
swapping Grimsby Town for Northampton. The former 
Cambridge United and Norwich City academy player made 
one appearance for The Canaries, amongst loan spells with 
Braintree Town and Maidstone United, before joining The 
Mariners in 2017. He initially went on loan to Chester but 
returned to make 43 appearances at Blundell Par.

02

Charlie Goode
Signed: July 2019

The centre-back signed a permanent deal in the summer to 
keep him at The PTS Academy Stadium after a successful 
loan spell from Scunthorpe United in the second half of last 
season. The 24-year-old, who can also play at right back, 
made 17 appearances last season and this season has 
scored twice in 24 league appearances as well as notching 
one in three FA Cup games.

05 Jordan Turnbull
Signed: January 2018

Despite being just 25, Turnbull has a good amount of 
league knowledge. A graduate of Southampton’s academy, 
where he played for England at Under-19 and 20, the 
centre-back had two season-long loans at Swindon Town 
and was voted Player of the Season in 2014-15. He signed 
for Coventry City in 2016, then in 2017 went on loan to 
Partick Thistle before coming back to sign for The Cobblers.

06

Scott Wharton
Signed: July 2019 (LOAN)

The 22-year-old is on a season-long loan from Blackburn 
Rovers, but has two League Two promotion medals from 
last season after spending the first half of the campaign 
with Lincoln City, and the second half at Bury with the clubs 
finishing first and second respectively. The highly-rated 
centre-back has already made six first team appearances 
for Rovers, and has been on loan at Cambridge United too.

16

Joe Martin
Signed: July 2019

A vastly experienced left-sided player, Martin can play at 
left-back, left wing-back or left midfield. The 31-year-old has 
well over 300 appearances from Championship to League 2 
playing for the likes of Blackpool, Gillingham, Millwall, Stev-
enage, and Bristol Rovers. He was part of the Gills side who 
won League Two in 2012-13, and also earned promotion to 
The Championship with Millwall in 2016-17.

03

Michael Harriman
Signed: September 2019

Signed earlier in the season, Harriman has a wealth of 
experience in the Football League and has won promotion 
to League One during a spell with Wycombe Wanderers in 
2017-18. The former QPR trainee, who can play left or right 
back, had loans with The Chairboys, Gillingham and Luton 
Town before signing for Wycombe permanently in 2016 and  
making over 90 appearances.

23

Keith
Curle
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Morgan Roberts
Signed: Academy Graduate

Another Northampton-born player, Roberts has been at the 
club since Under-10 level and has played through the age 
groups to make his  debut at the end of the 2017-18 season. 
The 19-year-old is described as an excellent set piece taker, 
and has had loan spells this season at AFC Rushden & 
Diamonds and Banbury United. Earlier this week he was 
re-called from the latter.

22

Ryan Hughes
Signed: Academy Graduate

The youngster is a graduate from Northampton’s academy 
and has played at the club since joining as a 10-year-old, 
working his way through the ranks to making his debut at 
Cheltenham Town last March. He also had a spell on work 
experience at St. Neots Town in 2018-19, and went on loan 
to AFC Rushden & Diamonds in October 2019, but he has 
been on the fringes of the first team under Keith Curle.

24

Nicky Adams
Signed: June 2019

A well seasoned midfielder, Adams re-joined the club after 
helping Bury to promotion from League Two last season. 
The 33-year-old was highly influential in The Cobblers’ 
2015-16 League Two-winning season before joining Keith 
Curle’s Carlisle United, being named in the League Two 
Team of the Year for 2016-17. He has also had spells with 
Leicester City and Rochdale amongst others.

10

Alan McCormack
Signed: July 2019

The defensive midfielder has a serial record at promotion 
and signed a one-year deal in the summer fresh from 
winning back-to-back promotions at Luton Town. The former 
Preston North End man turned 36 yesterday, but in that time 
has managed over 400 league appearances, also winning 
promotion to The Championship with Brentford and to 
League One with Swindon Town.

04

Chris Lines
Signed: July 2019

Lines has spent most of his career with Bristol Rovers,  
where he came through the academy, and well over 300 
of over 450 appearances have been representing The Gas.  
The 34-year-old has twice helped Bristol to promotion from 
League Two, as well as from The Conference, and in 47 
league appearances helped Sheffield Wednesday back into 
The Championship. Has also played for Port Vale.

14Scott Pollock
Signed: Academy Graduate

The 18-year-old made history last season by becoming 
the first player from Northampton’s Football & Education 
Programme to play for the first team when he played 
against Cambridge United in January. A handful of further 
appearances followed, with the midfielder scooping the 
Young Player of the Season, but he has really gone on to 
establish himself in the first team this season.

12

Sam Hoskins
Signed: August 2015

One of the longer serving players at The PTS Academy 
Stadium, forward Hoskins was signed after a trial in 2015. 
As a youth he played for Southampton and made four sub 
appearances in cup competitions before loans at Rotherham 
United and Stevenage. A moved to Yeovil Town followed in 
2013, including a loan spell at Barnet, and he is nearing the 
200 appearance mark with 27 goals scored.

07

Andy Williams
Signed: May 2018

33-year-old forward Williams linked up with The Cobblers 
ahead of the 2018-19 season, leaving Doncaster Rovers 
after a three-year spell and having helped them back 
into League One in 2016-17. A regular league goalscorer, 
Williams has played for the likes of Hereford, Bristol Rovers, 
Yeovil and Swindon Town across his career and netted 12 
goals in 44 appearances last season as top scorer.

11

Shaun McWilliams
Signed: Academy Graduate

Born in Northampton and a product of the academy, which 
he joined at 14-years-old, McWilliams has become a regular 
fixture in the first team since making his debut at the back 
end of the 2016-17 season. Brother of Camron, also at The 
Cobblers, the pair became the first set of brothers to play 
for the club since 1933 when they lined up against Fulham 
Under-21s in the EFL Trophy in November 2018.

17

Harry Smith
Signed: May 2019

Northampton paid an undisclosed fee to Macclesfield Town 
for the 24-year-old’s services, and the 6’5 front man signed 
a three-year contract. He scored six goals in 12 games 
for youth club Millwall and a further three in 19 on loan at 
Swindon Town in 2017, but last season he scored eight goals 
in 39 as Macclesfield staved off relegation, and has six in 25 
for Northampton in all competitions so far.

09

Vadaine Oliver
Signed: July 2019

6’2 striker Oliver moved south in the summer from 
Morecambe where he spent the last two seasons and 
scored seven goals in 71 appearances. The 28-year-old 
(below)  started his career at Sheffield Wednesday before 
joining Lincoln City where he scored 13 goals in 41 games. 
That was followed by moves to Crewe Alexandra, Mansfield 
Town and York City where he bagged 18 goals in 53.

19 Billy Waters
Signed: June 2017

Former Crewe Alexandra trainee Waters has been at the 
club for two and a half seasons now, after signing from 
Cheltenham Town. In two seasons with The Robins he 
scored 27 goals in 93 appearances, securing their return to 
the EFL in 2015-16 and winning Player of the Season in the 
2016-17 season after scoring 16 goals. He was loaned to 
Cambridge United in 2017-18, and Cheltenham in 2019.

29

Matt Warburton
Signed: July 2019

A player who doesn’t need much introduction, former 
Ammies striker Warburton joined The Cobblers in the 
summer after an impressive campaign with Stockport 
County last season that saw him bag 27 goals, and named 
Player of the Year as County won the National League 
North. It’s his first EFL crack, having impressed for Curzon 
Ashton before signing for us, scoring seven in 26 games.

20

Egli Kaja
Signed: September 2019

Albanian midfielder Kaja signed for Northampton in 
September after playing in Scotland with Livingston in 
2018-19.  Formerly with AFC Wimbledon, where he made 27 
appearances and scored twice, the 22-year-old was called 
up for the Albanian national team for a Nations League 
meeting with Scotland last season, but is yet to start for The 
Cobblers, making four substitute appearances so far.

21

Ryan Watson
Signed: June 2019

26-year-old midfielder Watson joined Northampton for 
a third spell when he signed a two-year contract in the 
summer. Chris Wilder signed him twice on loan in 2014 and 
2015 from Leicester City, and he went on to play at Barnet 
for two seasons before joining MK Dons in 2018, who he 
made 22 league appearances for as they returned to 
League One with a third place finish in League Two.

08

Paul Anderson
Signed: October 2019

The 31-year-old midfielder joined for a second spell in 
October after being released by Plymouth Argyle in the 
summer, following on the 38 appearances he made in 
2016-17. The former Liverpool trainee has played for the 
likes of Swansea City, Nottingham Forest, Ipswich Town 
and Mansfield Town in his career, and his second debut 
was as a substitute in the reverse fixture.

44
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Red Bull Original® 11g sugar per 100ml vs. 4.5g in Carabao® Original, Green Apple and Mandarin Orange per 100ml.
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opposition view
We asked Cobblers fan Matt Salmons about supporting 

the club! Check him out on YouTube, Cobblers Vlogs!

Can you remember your first Northampton game?
Unfortunately I can’t remember the score or who it was 
against but all I know was it was when I was 4 years old in 
2007 and I had to get picked up at half time because I didn’t 
like all the noise in the crowd, very embarrassing!

Why do you support Northampton?
I was born and raised in Northampton and my Dad has 
been a Northampton fan for pretty much all of his life so I’ve 
always grown up being a Cobblers fan.

What is your most memorable Cobblers game?
There’s only one that I can write about here, Exeter City 
away at the end of the 2015-16 season where we drew 0-0. 
We waited a good 5-10 minutes after the final whistle and 
it was finally confirmed that we were champions of League 
Two for this first time in my life time! Then the pitch invasion, 
meeting some of the players and all the celebrations will 
stay with me forever...

We’ve had some memorable EFL Cup wins against Liverpool 
in 2010 and West Brom in 2016 which led us to a third round 
tie at home against your neighbours Manchester United. 

Who is your Northampton hero, past or present?
There’s so many options I could include here but it had to be 
David Buchanan. A true servant to the club, at Northampton 
for five years and was vital part of that title winning side 
in 2016. I also got the chance to meet him on two or three 
occasions, one of which he gave up 20 minutes of his time 
so that I could interview him on my YouTube channel, which 
is something I’ll never forget.

What is your favourite Northampton kit?
My favourite kit since I’ve been supporting the Cobblers 
would have to be this years home kit. A proper Cobblers 
shirt claret all over with no white trimmings, a proper 
Cobblers kit! 

What are your thoughts on the season so far?
This season has been decent so far for us. A poor start left 
us down in the bottom half of the table but some fantastic 
results in the last few months have really helped us climb 
the table. Our fantastic home form has led us to wins 
against promotion rivals Plymouth, Forest Green and Crewe 
which have helped us move up into the play-offs. We’ve 
also managed to reach the fourth round of the FA Cup after 
wins against Chippenham Town, Notts County and Burton 
Albion; we’re now looking forward to a home tie against 
Wayne Rooney’s Derby. After a poor Christmas period which 
included a 4-0 loss to Crawley Town we now need to regain 
some momentum which hopefully started on Sunday in our 
FA Cup win against Burton Albion and hopefully we can 
continue to put a run together against Salford this afternoon. 

Who should we watch out for today?
Personally I wouldn’t say we have one man who “carries” 
the team but I’d look out for our centre back Charlie Goode 
(pictured). He’ll do anything it takes to win every tackle, 
header and make any clearance. He can be a bit cheeky 
and no doubt will try to wind up the Salford front men. 

Match Prediction?
I think this will be a tough one for the Cobblers so I’ll take a 
point on the road and go for a 2-2 draw. 
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.

REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.

AD-210x148-KIO-Report It!.indd   1 23/08/2019   19:42
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Match
REport

Salford City Lionesses made a strong start to 2020 and kept 
grips on the top spot in the NWWRL Division 1 South with a 

10-3 win against Warrington Wolverines on Sunday.

vs. Warrington Wolverines
NWWRL Division 1 South
Partington Sports Village
05/01/20, 14:00

There wasn’t much to say, change or add at the break 
except to continue a fine first 45 minutes of the new year. 
That message, to start with, was adhered to as Antonia 
Carta scored her first goal for The Lionesses with a belting 
finish into the roof of the net.

6-0 and it looked like Salford were cruising, but the visitors 
suddenly stepped up their game and over the course of the 
next five minutes managed to halve the deficit. Firstly Kerry 
Baker pulled one back from close range, before Rachel 
Unsworth scrambled a second over the line.

Cue some worry amongst the ranks that maybe a 
Wolverines fightback could be on, and on the hour mark 
the visitors won a penalty. Helen Dobson stepped up and 
placed a shot to the right-hand side which Jess Duke got 
fingertips too, but not enough behind to stop the shot. 6-3.

Any doubts that had crept in were soon extinguished though 
when Abdullahi scored a second from a tight angle, and 
substitute Jess Lawson smashed her first of the calendar 
year to restore a five-goal cushion.

As far as any scares went, that was it although the same 
fate now beset a first clean sheet of the season (the 12-0 
win at Burscough being expunged due to their withdrawal). 
Nevertheless when goals are in such regular supply at the 
other end it’s not such a pressing issue.

In the 77th minute Abdullahi completed her hat-trick, 
showing fantastic composure to receive a ball lobbed over 
the top, hold off her marker, round the keeper to the left and 
slot home. She followed that up with a tap-in of her own as 
Tattersall returned the earlier favour, beating her marker 
on the right-wing and threading a pass into the middle for 
Abdullahi.

This result shows to an extent what progress The Lionesses 
have made this season, transforming from a team taking its 
first steps in this league to one with serious intentions on 
promotion. Chances are now being taken and put away, 
and it is is turning into an exciting title race which really 
looks like it could go down to the final game of the season, 
against Curzon Ashton Women…

In a repeat of the opening day’s fixture, which ended 
3-3, The Wolverines would have been hoping to make up 
some ground after back-to-back defeats to Curzon Ashton 
before the winter break. Instead The Lionesses sent a 
clear message to The Nashettes that if they want to win 
the league they have literally no room for error.

The opening goal arrived with four minutes on the clock, 
and it was from an unlikely source; Annabel Ainscough 
lofted a corner in from the right which was met by Feiruz 
Abdullahi, who firmly planted a header into the bottom 
corner. Abby Bennett was next to have a go in the sixth 
minute as Abdullahi laid a pass off for her at the top of the 
box, with Warrington struggling to play out of their defensive 
third, but the midfielder’s sights weren’t quite set yet as the 
shot dipped over the crossbar. Her chance did come in the 
14th minute though, and from further out as she received 
possession in a central position, looked up and dipped a 
shot between the keeper and the underside of her crossbar 
as we’ve seen on many occasions already this season.

Warrington are third in the table, where they ended up last 
season, and aren’t there by luck. In the 20th minute Sam 
Hassall found space in behind on the right, but her shot 
across goal flashed wide of the far post. Then six minutes 
later a back pass by The Lionesses was punished by an 
in-direct free kick inside the area, but the wall charged 
down the shot and the resulting corner was cleared. That 
was followed by another free-kick on the half hour mark, 
centrally positioned and 25 yards from goal, which Kerry 
Baker drilled into the wall.

Salford were soon back on top, and Bennett had a relatively 
simple tap-in for her second of the game after being 
unselfishly set up by Abdullahi. The forward did most of the 
work with a run from deep down the left-hand side, cutting in 
along the byline before looking up and squaring to Bennett 
who arrived in good time to double her tally.

She turned provider in the 38th minute as Salford won a 
corner, and Bennett’s delivery from the left was met by Kay 
Baker who headed in goal number four at the back post. 
It was five before the break after more unselfish play from 
Abdullahi to win the ball high upfield, draw the keeper out, 
then square for Beth Tattersall to convert.
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Competition Result Starting XI Substitutes

September 2019 (H - A)

Sun 1 Warrington Wolverines A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 3 Duke Rhodes Thornton Baker Wharton Barley Bennett (x2) Tobin Ainscough Lawson Tattersall (c) Wakefield Abdullahi Shaw Duckworth

Sun 8 Liverpool Feds Res. A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 9 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Wharton Carta Etchells Tobin Bennett (x3) Abdullahi (x2) Duckworth Lawson Wakefield Barley Rhodes

Sun 15 Northwich Vixens H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton (c) Shaw Carta Rhodes Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Etchells Tattersall (x2) Lawson Wharton Tobin Bennett

Sun 22 Chester FC Women A NWWRL Div. 1 South 3 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Tobin Bennett Wakefield Abdullahi Tattersall (c) Rhodes Lawson Etchells Barley

October 2019

Sun 6 West Kirby Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 1 Duke Ainscough Baker Thornton Rhodes Wharton Bennett Tobin Wakefield Lawson Tattersall (x3) Etchells Barley Shaw Abdullahi

Sun 13 Wythenshawe Amateurs A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 14 Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton (x2) Shaw Wharton Barley Carta Bennett (x2) Tobin Tattersall (x5) Wakefield Lawson Abdullahi

Sun 20 West Didsbury & Chorlton H MFA Women’s Ch. Cup 3 - 3** Duke Etchells Ainscough Thornton Shaw Wharton Carta Bennett Tattersall (x2) Tobin Lawson Barley Abdullahi Wakefield Duckworth

Sun 27 Burscough Dynamo^ A NWWRL Div. 1 South 0 - 12 Duke Etchells Baker Thornton Shaw Carta Bennett (x2) Marshall (x2) Tobin Tattersall Wakefield Barley Lawson Abdullahi (x3) Ainscough

November 2019

Sun 3 Chester FC Women H NWWRL Div. 1 South 6 - 2 Duke Ainscough Thornton Baker Etchells Wharton Bennett (x2) Carta Tattersall Tobin Abdullahi Barley Wakefield Lawson Shaw Rhodes

Sun 10 Curzon Ashton Women’s A NWWRL Div. 1 South 2 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Ainscough Tobin Thomas Tattersall (c) Abdullahi Duckworth Barley Wakefield Lawson

Sun 17 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 H NWWRL Div. 1 South 5 - 2 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Tattersall (c) Tobin Ainscough Lawson (x3) Abdullahi Carta Duckworth Marshall

December 2019

Sun 1 Liverpool Feds Res. H NWWRL Div. 1 South 8  - 1 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (x2) Lawson Marshall (x2) Rhodes Duckworth

Sun 8 Northwich Vixens A NWWRL Div. 1 South 1 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Rhodes Bennett Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Lawson Abdullahi Thomas Shaw

January 2020

Sun 5 Warrington Wolverines H NWWRL Div. 1 South 10 - 3 Duke Etchells Thornton Baker Shaw Bennett (x2) Carta Tobin Ainscough Tattersall (c) Abdullahi (x4) Lawson Duckworth Rhodes

Sun 12 Penrith AFC Ladies H Argyle Cup

Sun 19 West Kirby Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

Sun 26 Wythenshawe Amateurs H NWWRL Div. 1 South

February 2020

Sun 2 Altrincham FC  Ladies A NWWRL Div. 1 South

March 2020

Sun 1 Curzon Ashton Women’s H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Altrincham FC Ladies H NWWRL Div. 1 South

TBC Didsbury FC Ladies 1 A NWWRL Div. 1 South

^Burscough Dynamo resigned (Dec 2019), record expunged *All fixtures are subject to change. Cup fixtures to be added. **Lost 1-2 on penalties to West Didsbury & Chorlton
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EFL Youth Alliance North West 
Fixtures & Results

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Sat 3 Oldham Athletic H 7 - 1 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Burton (x2), 
Rhodes, Gorman

Sat 10 Accrington Stanley A 2 - 1 Rhodes

Sat 17 Preston North End H 3 - 2 James-Taylor (x2), Twist

Sat 31 Tranmere Rovers H 3 - 2 Gorman, James-Taylor, Hill

September 2019

Sat 7 Shrewsbury Town A 2 - 0

Sat 21 Rochdale H 3 - 2 Ditchfield, James-Taylor, Gorman

Sat 28 Port Vale A 2 - 5 Gorman (x2), James-Taylor (x2), Hall

October 2019

Sat 19 Fleetwood Town A 3 - 0

November 2019

Sat 2 Blackpool H 6 - 0 James-Taylor (x3), Rydel, Rhodes, Twist

Sat 16 Morecambe A 0 - 2 Twist (x2)

December 2019

TBC Walsall H P - P

TBC Shrewsbury Town H P - P

January 2020

Sat 4 Tranmere Rovers A 2 - 4 James-Taylor (x2), Twist, Rhodes

Sat 11 Carlisle United A

Sat 18 Port Vale H

Sat 25 Rochdale A

February 2020

Sat 15 Fleetwood Town H

March 2020

Sat 7 Morecambe H

Sat 14 Blackpool A

Sat 21 Carlisle United H

April 2020

Sat 4 Walsall A

Sat 18 Oldham Athletic A

Sat 25 Accrington Stanley H

May 2020

Sat 2 Preston North End A

Clarets Cup Fixtures (Group stage - through to Quarter-Finals)

September 2019

Tues 10 Fleetwood Town A 1 - 3 Hill, Gorman, Twist

Mon 16 Crewe Alexandra A 1 - 3 Dyson, Twist, T.Shepherd

Tues 24 Barnsley A 0 - 0

December 2019

Tues 3 Wigan Athletic A 3 - 1

Tues 17 Hull City A 3 - 3 Galvin (x2), T.Shepherd

EFL Youth Alliance Cup Fixtures

August 2019 (H - A) Scorers

Fri 23 Scunthorpe United A 1 - 2 James-Taylor (x2)

September 2019

Sat 14 Walsall A 2 - 0

October 2019

Wed 23 Grimsby Town H 1 - 2 James-Taylor

November 2019

Tues 12 Chesterfield H 4 - 3 Twist (x3), Monaghan
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Tables

EFL Youth Alliance North West P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Preston North End 13 10 1 2 42 18 24 31

2 Fleetwood Town 10 8 1 1 23 4 19 25

3 Salford City 11 8 0 3 34 18 16 24

4 Blackpool 13 7 2 4 27 29 -2 23

5 Carlisle United 13 6 3 4 27 25 2 21

6 Oldham Athletic 13 5 3 5 26 26 0 18

7 Walsall 10 5 2 3 24 11 13 17

8 Tranmere Rovers 15 5 1 9 39 37 2 16

9 Accrington Stanley 11 5 0 6 14 24 -10 15

10 Shrewsbury Town 10 3 1 6 17 18 -1 10

11 Morecambe 12 1 4 7 11 35 -24 7

12 Rochdale 9 1 1 7 15 27 -12 4

13 Port Vale 10 1 1 8 14 41 -27 4

North West Women’s Regional Football League
Division One South

The Lionesses’ debut season at this level, the sixth tier of women’s 
football. The winner is promoted to the NWWRFL Premier Division.

EFL Youth Alliance
North West Division

The Under-18s are competing in the league for the first time this 
season, but are unfortunately out of the Youth Alliance Cup.

NWWRFL Division 1 South P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Salford City Lionesses 12 10 1 1 74 23 51 31

2 Curzon Ashton FC Women 9 8 0 1 37 7 30 24

3 Warrington Wolverines 10 4 3 3 30 24 6 15

4 Chester FC Women 11 4 2 5 24 27 -3 14

5 Altrincham FC Ladies 5 3 1 1 9 5 4 10

6 Didsbury FC Ladies 1 7 3 1 3 19 17 2 10

7 West Kirby Ladies 11 2 4 5 19 32 -13 10

8 Liverpool Feds Reserves 14 2 2 10 23 75 -52 8

9 Northwich Vixens First Women 6 2 1 3 19 17 2 7

10 Wythenshawe Amateurs Women 7 0 1 6 16 43 -27 1

- Burscough Dynamo First Women Resigned in December 2019, record expunged.
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League Two
round-up

There were just the eight fixtures last weekend due to the  
progress made by some clubs in the Emirates FA Cup, and  
congratulations in particular to this afternoon’s visitors 
Northampton Town who won 4-2 at Burton Albion. Carlisle 
United welcome Cardiff City to Brunton Park in a replay 
for a place in the Fourth Round, while commiserations go 
to Crewe Alexandra, Newport County and Port Vale who 
were beaten by Barnsley, Millwall and Manchester City.

As they come back into league action they will find there 
hasn’t been much movement, except The Cobblers and 
Colchester United dropping out of the play-offs after 
Cheltenham Town and Plymouth Argyle bagged three 
points in their matches.

The biggest came of the weekend took place at league 
leaders Swindon Town, who welcomed a Bradford City who 
are also looking good for promotion this season, but were 
without top goalscorer Eoin Doyle who was ineligible to 
play against his parent club. A deal is rumoured to be close 
for Richie Wellens to make Doyle a Robin permanently, 
but Swindon are fortunate that they have another striker 
who in any other season or team would be considered as 
in top form. Jerry Yates converted from the penalty spot to 
give Swindon the lead after 11 minutes, but Bradford aren’t 
on a good run themselves by chance and although they 
left it late, substitute Shay McCartan curled in a free-kick in 
the 89th minute to make it eight games unbeaten for Gary 
Bowyer’s Bantams. Five of those have been draws, and the 
only thing Bradford may come to rue is not turning a couple 
of those into wins... If only there was a clinical striker about!

Exeter actually had the leisure of hosting Ipswich Town in 
their Leasing.com Trophy game last Saturday, which they 
won 2-1, and with Bradford unable to capitalise on Crewe 
not being in league action the top four remains as it was.

It was the other promotion-chasing Robins, Cheltenham, 
who won by the biggest margin on Saturday as they put 
three past Oldham Athletic at The Jonny-Rocks Stadium. 
Similarly to Bradford, Michael Duff’s side have drawn a 
considerable amount of games with seven in their last 10, 
but there’s just one defeat in that run too so a second win in 
10 was a much welcomed change and puts them back up to 
fifth with only Plymouth able to catch with games in hand.

Argyle are only behind on goal difference, just the seven 
in it, and made it two home defeats in a row for Scunthorpe 
United with a 3-1 win at Glanford Park. The Iron were on a 
roll before Christmas, but have lost three of their four games 
since Boxing Day while Ryan Lowe’s in-form side have won 
four of their last five to resurrect their promotion ambitions.

Forest Green Rovers came from behind to draw 1-1 at 
Crawley Town, albeit the equaliser coming courtesy of 
Jordan Tunnicliffe’s own goal. Rovers are also on 41 points, 
but the danger for them is Colchester and Northampton 
both having a game in hand, and sitting one and two points 
behind respectively. Mark Cooper’s side aren’t as free 
scoring as most of their promotion rivals and only Walsall in 
the top half have scored less, however they do have the the 
joint-tightest defence in the league so it’s not just the points 
that will be fine margins... For Crawley it’s a third 1-1 draw in 
a row, and they are unbeaten in four.

After the resignation of Daryl McMahon on the Thursday, 
Macclesfield went into a game again out-of-form Cambridge 
managerless and looking for a first league win since 
October with six draws in their last eight games. As it turned 
out, all they needed was a fifth minute Arthur Gnahoua 
strike to condemn The U’s to a fourth defeat in five and they 
drop into the bottom half after Walsall jumped up to 11th win 
their 2-1 win here at The Peninsula Stadium.

Coming up fast behind are Grimsby Town who seem to be 
experiencing the new manager bounce, following up the 1-0 
New Year’s Day win against us with a 1-0 win at Mansfield 
Town. It might have taken a bit of luck after Luke Waterfall 
saw red on 10 minutes, and a second half own goal from 
Marcus Benning, but Ian Holloway will see it as a good start 
nonetheless. Mansfield’s new boss Graham Coughlan has 
just one win in his first five.

Stevenage also took something from their meeting with 
Colchester despite being reduced to 10 men in the 19th 
minute. The game at The Lamex Stadium ended in a 
goalless draw as another of the division’s draw specialists, 
Colchester, made it three in a row and subsequently drop 
out of the play-offs, although they have that game in hand 
over Forest Green.

Movement in the play-offs and a change at the bottom, but  
there weren’t many wholesale changes in League Two last 

weekend in a reduced schedule.
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Join us for EFL highlights
 Saturdays 9pm

Freeview 12  I  Freesat 167  I  Sky 144  I  Virgin 169

Sponsored by

AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1AD-210x148-Quest-Presenters.indd   1 07/12/2019   16:5907/12/2019   16:59

CARLISLE UNITED vs PLYMOUTH ARGYLE

It’s hard to miss this fixture on the list when it comes out, as 
it’s just the near-800 mile round trip... Kudos to the travelling 
Green Army fans who will be setting off in the early hours on 
a probably seven hour journey! They will at least be going 
in good form, back into the play-offs and still within distance 
of an automatic promotion place, and a win against Carlisle, 
who haven’t won at home since November, will make that 
return more bearable.

CHELTENHAM TOWN vs WALSALL

Walsall are on a big push at the moment and travel to a 
Cheltenham side who are just hanging in the play-offs.

SWINDON TOWN vs CREWE ALEXANDRA

A massive top of the table clash is set to take place in 
Swindon, and Crewe travel to The Robins probably in the 
knowledge that if they win, and take maximum points in 
their games in hand, they can overtake Richie Wellens’ side. 
Of course League Two isn’t black and white like that; only 
Bradford have taken more points at home (29) than Swindon 
(26), while Crewe have lost two of their last four on the road.

Carlisle United vs Plymouth Argyle
Brunton Park, 15:00
Cheltenham Town vs Walsall
The Jonny-Rocks Stadium, 15:00
Crawley Town vs Bradford City
The People’s Pension Stadium, 15:00
Exeter City vs Cambridge United
St. James Park, 15:00
Leyton Orient vs Grimsby Town
The Breyer Group Stadium, 15:00
Macclesfield Town vs Oldham Athletic
Moss Rose, 15:00
Mansfield Town vs Forest Green Rovers
The One Call Stadium, 15:00
Morecambe vs Colchester United
The Globe Arena, 15:00
Salford City vs Northampton Town
The Peninsula Stadium, 15:00
Scunthorpe United vs Newport County
Glanford Park, 15:00
Stevenage vs Port Vale
The Lamex Stadium, 15:00
Swindon Town vs Crewe Alexandra
The County Ground, 15:00

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Swindon Town 26 15 5 6 46 28 18 50

2 Exeter City 25 13 8 4 35 27 8 47

3 Crewe Alexandra 24 13 5 6 46 29 17 44

4 Bradford City 25 12 8 5 32 20 12 44

5 Cheltenham Town 25 10 11 4 38 20 18 41

6 Plymouth Argyle 24 12 5 7 37 26 11 41

7 Forest Green Rovers 26 11 8 7 28 20 8 41

8 Colchester United 25 10 10 5 35 23 12 40

9 Northampton Town 25 11 6 8 34 28 6 39

10 Port Vale 25 8 11 6 32 31 1 35

11 Walsall 26 9 6 11 25 33 -8 33

12 Salford City 26 8 8 10 32 36 -4 32

13 Cambridge United 26 8 7 11 30 31 -1 31

14 Scunthorpe United 26 8 7 11 34 36 -2 31

15 Newport County 23 7 9 7 21 21 0 30

16 Crawley Town 26 6 11 9 33 36 -3 29

17 Grimsby Town 24 7 8 9 24 28 -4 29

18 Mansfield Town 26 6 9 11 33 38 -5 27

19 Leyton Orient 25 6 8 11 32 42 -10 26

20 Oldham Athletic 25 6 8 11 25 40 -15 26

21 Carlisle United 25 6 7 12 23 40 -17 25

22 Macclesfield Town 24 6 11 7 23 26 -3 23

23 Stevenage 25 2 12 11 15 30 -15 18

24 Morecambe 25 4 6 15 20 44 -24 18
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#Wearesalford

Follow us on 
social media for 
up to date news!

OLDHAM ATHLETIC
The Peninsula Stadium
Saturday 25th January, 15:00

The Latics make the return visit to Salford in two weeks’ time 
after our 4-1 win at Boundary Park.

Tickets are on sale for this game from Monday, and can be 
bought from the ticket office during opening hours, or online.
Adults: £10, Concessions: £5.

MATCH DAY TRAVEL

This season we are working with Transport for Greater 
Manchester to help supporters plan their journey to The 
Peninsula Stadium on match days.

Parking is extremely limited around the ground due to the 
resident parking permit area which is in operation on match 
days. This is between 12:00 - 19:00 for games that kick-off at 
15:00, and 17:00 - 23:00 for evening kick-offs.

A Park & Ride service is available from the old IT Lab car 
park (M27 8SJ) for £2 per vehicle, and opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off. Swans operate the shuttle service.

CAMBRIDGE UNITED
The Abbey Stadium
Tuesday 28th January, 19:45

We visit Cambridge on a Tuesday night to end the first 
month of the year!

Coach tickets are available now for £10 return, and match 
tickets will go on sale once we have received them from 
Cambridge United. Prices TBC.

NExt UP
FOREST GREEN ROVERS
The New Lawn / Saturday 18th January, 15:00

Next Saturday we visit Forest Green Rovers for the first time. Rovers are the world’s first Vegan football club, and have recent-
ly gained outline planning permission to build a new state-of-the-art stadium constructed mainly of wood.

By Road - Head south on the M6, onto the M5 and come off at J13 onto the A419 towards Stroud. Use the postcode GL5 5HA 
to direct you to their Park & Ride, which costs £3. Journey time from Salford: 3 - 3.5 hours.
By Rail - The nearest train station is in Stroud, from where you can catch the 63 bus from nearby which runs to the ground and 
takes roughly half an hour. The train requires at least one change at Cheltenham Spa.
By Coach - Supporters Coach travel is available for £10, with coach(es) departing the Henry Boddington at 9:45. 
Seats can be reserved and purchased during ticket office opening hours.

We are delighted to be able to offer
pre-match hospitality off-site courtesy of

Babbo Cucina Italiana!

Warm welcome and great
hospitality in a relaxed atmosphere

Parking at the restaurant.
15-minute walk / 5-minute drive
from The Peninsula Stadium

Guaranteed tickets
available more than 1
weeks prior to the game

Standing match tickets provided on
the day, Seats can be arranged
on request

Adults £40, Children £20

Three-course Italian meal with
both Adult and Children menus
available

Matchday Hospitality

If you would like to try this fantastic package visit

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk/hospitality
or email hospitality@salfordcityfc.co.uk 

Public Transport services operate around the area, and 
there are regular bus services along the A56 (Bury New 
Road) between Manchester City Centre and Bury. Alight 
at the junction with Moor Lane and walk 5-10 minutes.

From Salford, the 95 runs from Salford Shopping Centre 
along Littleton Road. Alight before the roundabout at the 
bottom of Moor Lane and it’s a 10-minute walk up hill.

TfGM provide a dedicated travel page for each fixture which 
is on their website and both our social media channels.

Blue Badge Holders may park within the permit zone for up 
to three hours. Please don’t block any access.
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Manager
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Referee
Ross Joyce
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Manager
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01. David Cornell
02. Reece Hall-Johnson
03. Joe Martin
04. Alan McCormack
05. Charlie Goode
06. Jordan Turnbull
07. Sam Hoskins
08. Ryan Watson
09. Harry Smith
10. Nicky Adams
11. Andy Williams
12. Scott Pollock
14. Chris Lines
15. Jay Williams
16. Scott Wharton
17. Shaun McWilliams
19. Vadaine Oliver
20. Matt Warburton
21. Egli Kaja
22. Morgan Roberts
23. Michael Harriman
24. Ryan Hughes
25. Steve Arnold
29. Billy Waters
38. Bradley Lashley
44. Paul Anderson

01. Chris Neal
02. Scott Wiseman
03. Ibou Touray
04. Oscar Threlkeld
05. Liam Hogan
07. Luke Armstrong
08. Lois Maynard
09. Adam Rooney
10. Danny Lloyd
12. Kyle Letheren
13. Sam Hughes
15. Cameron Burgess
16. Jack Baldwin
17. Richie Towell
18. Danny Whitehead
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
22. Dan Jones
23. Nathan Pond
25. Joey Jones
28. Brandon Thomas-Asante
32. Jake Jervis
33. William Evans
34. Alex Doyle
44. Craig Conway
45. Ashley Hunter


