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Saturday’s fixture down at Crawley didn’t go the way we 
would have wanted and to say we were all disappointed 
would be an under statement to say the least. 

For as good as we were against Stevenage the week 
before, we didn’t come close to reaching those same levels. 
Winning our first ever league game was a great way to 
start our campaign, and we were determined to continue 
on from that. But even though the game was even until the 
debatable penalty, we had to play better than we did to 
take something home.

It’s still too early to judge the standard of our opposition so 
far, but we like to set our own standards regardless of who 
we play against. 

It’s important we know what we’re capable of and how we 
have to approach every game in order to realise our full 
potential each week. 

I want us to use Saturday’s performance as a lesson for our 
mental approach, and our intelligence in playing the way 
we train for. I believe we have an excellent group of players 
here, who are extremely conscientious about their careers, 

Good evening and welcome to The Peninisula Stadium for 
this Carabao Cup Round One tie against Leeds United, and I 
would like to extend that to Marcelo Bielsa, his staff, players 

and all those who have come from Leeds.

so it’s easy for me and my staff to guide them in the right 
direction. They want to learn, they want to get better and 
they want to win.

Tonight presents the biggest challenge our club has ever 
faced in a one off game. The name of Leeds United is 
famous around the world and we’re delighted to get the 
opportunity to compete against them tonight. And the 
important word there is ‘compete’.

Enjoy the game and get behind your team as usual.

Up the Ammies!

Graham

ALEXANDER
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HOGAN
Good evening and welcome to tonight’s debut in the 
Carabao Cup against Leeds United in the First Round.

After making our mark in our very first EFL match with a 
strong performance and deserved three points against 
Stevenage, the lads travelled to start Salford’s Football 
League away days at Crawley Town. 

Disappointingly we endured a defeat, one which will 
definitely tell us what we knew already and that we will 
be in for a tough campaign this season. If we are not 
winning then we will be learning and the loss will give the 
group chance to look at what can make the difference again 
in the next game. 

Games like Saturday obviously need addressing but quickly 
correcting, and what a game we have got tonight to be able 
to return to the levels that are expected at this football club. 

Tonight’s visiting team obviously doesn’t really need any 
introduction and is another example to show how far the 
club has come. 

By far this is the biggest fixture of Salford’s existence and 
another big occasion which our lads have to face, and 
having performed on the opening day of the season I 
fully expect us to go out and try give our very best to 
get something out of the game. 

We will be looking to be competitive against a side aiming 
to be in the top league of English football very soon, but 
ultimately the game is one for the club, and one for the 
supporters. 

The atmosphere is something I’m really excited about and 
it will be great to see our fantastic stadium full in a 
competitive game against a Championship side. 

Get behind the lads at kick off!

Hoges
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It’s a long time ago I know but the last – and I think the 
only – time I have seen Leeds United play in the flesh 
was on Wednesday 3rd October 1973 when they took on 
Norwegian side Stromgodset Idrettsforening in the First 
Round Second Leg of the UEFA Cup at Elland Road. I 
was a student at the time, a friend possessed a car and a 
group of us would travel around taking in matches at all 
sorts of levels and in all kinds of competitions.

Back then the Elland Road side had – if points were 
awarded for games won or drawn - the best overall 
record of any British club from the inception of European 
competitions. It’s fair to say that the Yorkshire side’s players’ 
names of that era easily ran off the tongue of any football 
fan in the country – Billy Bremner, Gordon McQueen, 
Norman Hunter, Alan Clarke, Johnny Giles and so on.   

On re-reading the information on the visitors in the match 
programme I was struck by the similarity between their 
history and our own. Like ourselves they had come a long 
way in a short space of time. Just 10 years previously they 
were still in the Fourth Division of Norwegian football, 
having never won a major title in their 50 years existence. 
By 1973 they were playing in their third different European 
competition.

From 1963 they had achieved three promotions in four 
seasons which brought them into the top flight of domestic 
football. By 1970 they had won a League and Cup double. 
And despite being amateurs they had held Leeds to a 
one-all draw in Norway – the first team to stop Leeds 
United from winning up to that point in the 1973-74 season.

That same week in October 1973 Salford Amateurs (as 
we were then known) had a 3-1 home win over Old 
Altrinchamians in the Premier Division of the Manchester 
League – going off the current non-league pyramid that’s 

seven divisions below where we find ourselves today. Four 
promotions in the last five seasons have seen us arrive in 
the Football League something which was a mere dream for 
anyone connected to Salford City FC only six years ago.

And so tonight we face up to, probably, our biggest 
competitive challenge ever on a football pitch when we 
take on the very same legendary Leeds United who last 
season finished third in the Championship but lost 4-3 in 
a two-legged play-off semi-final against Derby County. 

Not all that many years ago we would have been happy 
for Leeds to have sent a youth side to Moor Lane for a 
pre-season friendly! Tonight we take them on perhaps not 
as equals but certainly as a fully-fledged, paid up member 
of the English Football League. 

I’m sure Leeds will come to the Peninsula Stadium for this 
televised tie with a certain amount of trepidation. They are 
after all coming into unchartered territory. They will be keen 
not to be on the end of a ‘shock’ result at this stage of their 
season and less than two weeks into the campaign Salford’s 
players will be looking to impress the management team 
so I fully expect us to play with commitment and a desire 
to win.

And to finish, there is a connection between Salford City 
and our visitors (which most people in the ground tonight 
will be unaware off) in that back in the early 1980s Mark 
Russell, son of Salford Club President Dave Russell, was an 
apprentice professional at Elland Road along with amongst 
others Terry Phelan (another Salford lad), Denis Irwin and 
Scott Sellars. 

Speaking

Frankly casts his mind back to a game he went to at Leeds 
when they came up against a progressing Norwegian side.
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vs. Stevenage
Sky Bet League Two
The Peninsula Stadium
03/08/19, 12:30
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Salford Stevenage

Stevenage

1. Paul Farman
2. Luther James-Wildin
3. Chris Stokes
5. Scott Cuthbert (c)
6. Tom Soares
11. Emmanuel Sonupe
14. Jamie Fielding
15. Terrence Vancooten
16. Arthur Iontton
18. Dean Parrett
28. Kurtis Guthrie

Substitutes

13. Sacha Bastien
7. Charlie Carter
9. Jason Cowley
12. Noor Husin
19. Danny Newton
23. Jack Smith
25. Paul Taylor

Salford City

1. Chris Neal
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
6. Carl Piergianni
8. Lois Maynard
9. Adam Rooney (c)
17. Richie Towell
19. Mark Shelton
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
23. Nathan Pond
24. Martin Smith

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
4, Oscar Threlkeld
7. Luke Armstrong
15. Cameron Burgess
18. Danny Whitehead
29. Jake Beesley

Mani Dieseruvwe scored a goal in each half against 
Stevenage to give us our first Football League win on the 

opening day of the 2019-20 season at The Peninsula 
Stadium, in front of 3,416.

Salford City made an ideal start to life in the Football 
League after Mani Dieseruvwe’s brace secured three 
points against Stevenage at The Peninsula Stadium.

It was just our second win in six consecutive home league 
games on the opening day of the season, stretching back 
to 2014, and we became the first time since Aldershot Town 
in 2008 to win our first game after being promoted from 
non-league’s top tier.

With the added extras of being the early kick off, and having 
the Sky Sports cameras in attendance, anticipation was high 
around the ground and from the first minute it was clear that 
Salford weren’t just here to be a bit part in the league.

Summer signing Richie Towell looked lively playing in the 
middle and forced an early corner for The Ammies. It was 
taken short to Ibou Touray who, on his first Football League 
appearance, went close with a sizzling left-footed effort 
that Stevenage keeper Paul Farman had to block near his 
post. Towell went next looking for his first Salford goal, but 
couldn’t test Farman to the same extent.

Dino Maamria’s side hadn’t created too much during 
the opening exchanges, although Luther James-Wildin 
threatened to change that with a ball crossed into the 
area that evaded everyone. A minute later the visitors won a 
free kick on the left but Carl Piergianni cleared the delivery.

Adam Rooney’s last appearance in League Two came in 
May 2008 for Bury, and it didn’t take him long to reacquaint 
himself as he had the best chance of the first half so far, 
latching onto a flick on by fellow Irishman Towell and hitting 
a powerful shot that was tipped onto the bar by Farman.

In the 24th minute Emmanuel Sonupe found himself through 
on goal after a defence splitting pass, and there were some 
hearts in mouths as Nathan Pond put in a challenge from 
behind but it was successful and danger was averted. Boro 
had the ball in the net a minute later as Arthur Iontton 
headed the ball forward for Sonupe who converted the 
chance, but the assistant’s offside flag was raised early.

It would soon have dire consequences too for the visitors 
and their contingent as Dieseruvwe gave Salford the lead 
just before the half hour mark. A sweeping move forward 
from the back resulted in Dieseruvwe laying the ball back to 
débutante Martin Smith who threaded a pass down the right 
for Scott Wiseman. The right-back found himself in plenty of 
space to pick a cross and found the oncoming Dieseruvwe 
in the six-yard box who composedly slotted home what will 
be remembered forever as our first Football League goal. 
Not bad for a player who can also boast of scoring our first 
goal at Wembley.

Within minutes he had a chance to make it two as Towell 
crossed into the area, but despite winning the header he 
could only direct it over the bar and the game reached half 
time with advantage to Salford.

Some punters had barely re-taken their seats when they 
were back on their feet to cheer the second goal of the 
afternoon. This time a free kick on the left was headed back 
into the mix by Piergianni, and after Stevenage failed to get 
a convincing clearance in the ball came to Dieseruvwe who 
pulled clear and struck into the bottom corner.

A great afternoon almost became a perfect afternoon for 
Dieseruvwe whose hat-trick chance arrived in the 55th 
minute. Towell sent the forward clear on the right-hand side 
of the area, where he cut back inside but his effort destined 
for the far post flashed agonisingly wide.

Salford started to become more settled in possession for the 
remaining half hour with the odd chance coming. Rooney 
hit a volley over the bar before trying to set up Dieseruvwe 
who lost out to an interception. There was a rare Boro 
chance too in the 75th minute from a corner which Salford 
didn’t clear convincingly, but the end product was tame and 
saved by Neal.

There were a couple of further late chances as Mark 
Shelton lined a shot up that missed the target and Jake 
Beesley was brought down in the area, but no penalty was 
awarded and it would’ve only added shine to a great start.
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Salford City

1. Chris Neal
2. Scott Wiseman
3. Ibou Touray
6. Carl Piergianni
8. Lois Maynard
9. Adam Rooney (c)
17. Richie Towell
19. Mark Shelton
20. Mani Dieseruvwe
23. Nathan Pond
24. Martin Smith

Substitutes

12. Kyle Letheren
7. Luke Armstrong
18. Danny Whitehead
22. Dan Jones
25. Joey Jones
29. Jake Beesley
34. Alex Doyle

Crawley Town

1. Glenn Morris
3. Josh Doherty
6. Tom Dallison
7. Reece Grego-Cox
12. Nathan Ferguson
16. Mason Bloomfield
18. David Sesay
19. Jordan Tunnicliffe
21. Dannie Bulman (c)
28. Panutche Camara
30. Bez Lubala

Substitutes

35. Michael Luyambula
9. Ollie Palmer
14. George Francomb
15. Ashley Nathaniel-George
22. Filipe Morais
25. Josh Dacres-Cogley
26. Brian Galach
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Salford Crawley
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Salford Crawley
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Salford Crawley

Salford City fell to a first Football League defeat away at 
Crawley Town after Bez Lubala scored a penalty in the first 

half, and Nathan Ferguson added a second early in the 
second half at The People’s Pension Stadium.

vs. Crawley Town
Sky Bet League Two
The People’s Pension Stadium
10/08/19, 15:00

There was a late chance for Salford to pull level before the 
break as Towell played in Martin Smith down the left, while 
being hacked down by Dallison. The referee allowed play 
to go on and Smith delivered a low ball in from the left that 
was cleared before any support could arrive.

Crawley came out for the second half in a similar manner 
to which they played in the first, and within minutes Neal 
was keeping a Ferguson attempt at bay before parrying 
Grego-Cox’s long-range effort. Half-time substitute Ollie 
Palmer had a go next as Lubala found the forward with a 
neat touch, but a covering Salford defender got a block in.

The second goal arrived 10 minutes after the break as 
Ferguson was allowed time to roam forward, and upon 
reaching the edge of the area he thumped a shot that had 
too much pace on for Neal to keep out.

With 25 minutes or so remaining, Jake Beesley and Luke 
Armstrong entered the fray and they made an impact that 
gave the 145 travelling supporters some hope. A momentary 
lapse in concentration from Panutche Camara allowed 
Towell to nick possession on the half way line and Salford 
were away. With Beesley for support, the pair advanced 
on Glenn Morris but the keeper had judged coming off his 
line perfectly and forced Towell into taking the shot which 
trickled wide and was just a few steps in front of Beesley.

More chances came for the visitors, who were now looking 
more in the game, and Piergianni headed a delivery from a 
free kick that came off the post. Crawley scrambled the ball 
clear and Pond picked it up on the left, with his clipped ball 
back into the middle coming off the top of the bar and going 
behind for a goal kick.

Crawley had a late chance to put the game well and truly 
to bed as they broke forward. Palmer advanced and fed 
possession to Filipe Morais on the right, who unselfishly 
passed the ball in-field to Camara. That gave Neal enough 
time to come out of his net and make himself big enough to 
block the midfielder’s shot, but ultimately it didn’t matter as 
Crawley had already done enough.

Salford City tasted defeat in the Football League for the 
first time on Saturday away at Crawley Town, who picked 
up their first win of the season thanks to goals from Bez 
Lubala and Nathan Ferguson either side of half time.

Graham Alexander stuck with the same side that started the 
opening weekend win against Stevenage at The Peninsula 
Stadium, but there were changes on the bench as Dan and 
Joey Jones and Alex Doyle came in Oscar Threlkeld and 
Cameron Burgess.

The game started rather evenly as both sides tested the 
water and neither keeper was tested too much early on, 
but that would soon change as Crawley’s dominance on 
the game grew and Tom Dallison went close as his header 
came off the post, although the offside flag was up.

Lubala opened his account for Crawley away at Carlisle last 
weekend, and he went close to his first goal on home turf as 
he curled a shot first time from Reece Grego-Cox’s cross, but 
as the netting rippled there was some disappointment as 
fans noted it had caught the outside of the net.

Salford started to create some half chances and work the 
Crawley defence, Mark Shelton and Richie Towell both 
delivering crosses that Crawley managed to deal with. 
However that was all for now as the hosts came forward 
again with Ferguson and Grego-Cox both going close 
before Lubala forced a great save from Chris Neal who 
had to tip an effort away from it’s top corner destination.

As Salford struggled to clear their lines, Dallison strived to 
hit the crossbar with an acrobatic effort before veteran 
Dannie Bulman had a shot blocked on his 401st club 
appearance. The pressure was unrelenting and soon 
the opening goal that had threatened arrived. Jordan 
Tunnicliffe, who came up against Salford as recently as May 
while playing for AFC Fylde at Wembley, tried to cut into the 
area on the right but was stopped by Carl Piergianni and as 
he hit the deck a penalty was duly awarded. Up stepped 
Lubala to dispatch the kick into the bottom left, with Neal 
committed the other way.
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING...

Kyle
Letheren

“You either love it, or if you hate it 
then you’re in the wrong position 

because you’ve got to love 
putting your body on the line...”

Words
Will Moorcroft
Photography
Charlotte Tattersall
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There is something individual about being a goalkeeper 
from what they are allowed to do on the field, what they 
have to wear, and even how they train. For the majority 
of a week goalkeepers train with each other away from 
the rest of the group, then integrate into training later on 
when they are required. 

One constant? They are always being peppered by shots 
either from the coach, each other, or the club’s top strikers. 
In matches their job is to keep the ball from going over 
the line by any means necessary which often involves 
spectacular diving saves to get their body in the way, 
throwing themselves at strikers’ feet, or flinging themselves 
at a cross into the area. It is little wonder then that the 

common saying goes ‘you have got to be mad to be a 
goalkeeper’.

“Yeah, you’ve got to be absolutely crackers to be a keeper 
and obviously I’m no different,” laughs Letheren, who didn’t 
start his playing days as a goalkeeper but converted in his 
teens.

“You either love it, or if you hate it then you’re in the wrong 
position because you’ve got to love putting your body on 
the line in front of balls, get balls smashed at you from 
two or three yards every day and you either love it or you 
hate it.

“I have come to love it, I don’t know what I’d do without 
it to be honest, it’s been in my life for 12 years now and 
hopefully I can continue that with Salford for the latter 
part of my career.

“I went for a trial [at Swansea] when I was 14, 15, as a 
goalkeeper but I played outfield for a little bit like most 
goalkeepers do.

“You’re told you are never going to be quick enough, you’re 
never going to be good enough, so obviously you just go 
in goal and I took to it like a duck to water really and I’ve 
never looked back. 

“I played centre-half for my local team, and my coach said 
‘look if you want to take it seriously I’d consider going in 
goal’. 

“From training with me they saw I had the potential to be 
something and obviously that took me into Swansea, the 
youth system route through Swansea and eventually to 
where I am now.”

Growing up in Wales in his younger days Letheren was 
surrounded by rugby, although by his own admission he 
was never going to be another Sam Warburton despite his 
build and being 6’2. 

However it was his close associations with football off the 
pitch which encouraged Letheren to choose the round 

Goalkeeper Kyle Letheren moved a bit closer to home in 
the summer when he signed for The Ammies after leaving 
Plymouth Argyle. The Welshman hails from Leeds and now 
doesn’t have to travel for hours a few times a week to reach 
the south coast, but his emotions and his professional head 
will be miles apart when his boyhood club Leeds United 
come to town tonight...

ball over the egg ball. His father, Glan Letheren, was also 
a goalkeeper so there was perhaps a certain destiny to 
Kyle following in his footsteps, but there was asp the right 
figure there to steer and guide Letheren as a young player 
towards making the necessary commitments to become a 
professional footballer.

“In my school everyone got put down the route of playing 
rugby but I was fortunate to have a father at home that was 
a football man. 

“I didn’t really get taught football at school, my teachers 
encouraged us to play rugby, rugby, rugby, rugby, rugby, 
you got forced into playing rugby, but I managed to get out 
of it and become a goalkeeper through my father so I was 
probably one of the lucky ones where I got taught how to 
play football at home. 

“I might look big and hard but I’m soft! It was never really my 
cup of tea, although I like watching the Welsh national team 
now in the Six Nations, the World Cups and stuff… But that’s 
about as far as it goes, it’s the wrong shaped ball for me!

“My father was a massive influence on me though, I don’t 
think I would have been a footballer without him really, all 
those extra hours coaching down at the local park and stuff 
like that was a big, massive help and he put me on the right 
path, told me what was needed to become a professional 
footballer. 

Continued...



23

www.salfordcityfc.co.uk

For more information call us on 0161 703 2500 
or email info@championgroup.co.uk

www.championgroup.co.uk       @ChampionAccount

Over 40 years’ experience managing 
accounts including:
• Audit & Accounts • Business Support
• Insurance • Corporate Finance
• Tax Planning • Payroll
• Management Accounts
• Wealth Management • Tax Compliance 
• Tax Enquiry Insurance
• I.T. Solutions • Vehicle Solutions

a c c o u n t a n t s

every business needs a
champion to succeed

Corporate and Commercial • Commercial Property • Banking and Real Estate Finance 
Employment • Commercial Litigation • Intellectual Property • Licensing • 
Tax and Estate Planning • Residential Property • Family

Call us today on  0161 979 0808 or email info@kuits.com

3 St Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester M3 2RDkuits.com

We’ve got 
some great 
players in 
our team

Connect

“He took it hard on me, he didn’t let me have it easy and it 
stood me in good stead for the first part of my career to be 
honest.

“Now he doesn’t really get involved, he gives me advice if 
he sees something that he can pick up on or if I need to be 
told well done or whatever, but he just stays out of it to be 
honest and looks at it from afar now. 

“He’s done all his coaching, he knows that I can handle 
myself now, I’m a big boy so he can just sit back and enjoy 
watching me play hopefully. 

“Being a goalkeeper it can either be a hero’s or a villain’s 
position, and he knows how tough it can be sometimes so 
he doesn’t really take it out on me and he doesn’t really, 
say if I have a good game, get too high, or if I have a bad 
game he doesn’t get too low because he knows there’s 
another game around the corner and you know you’ve 
either got to pick yourself up and go again, or carry on 
with the form that you’ve got.”

Glan will be a name remembered by Leeds United fans of 
a certain generation. As an 18-year-old Don Revie gave the 
goalkeeper his debut in 1973 as an injury replacement in a 
UEFA Cup tie against Hibernian. It was Jimmy Armfield who 
gave him his league debut, before he went on to play for 
the likes of Scunthorpe United, Notts County, Chesterfield 
and Swansea City.

That Leeds connection has always remained for Kyle, who 
is a Whites supporter and remembers the club’s better days 
in years gone by. Last year they came closest to returning 
to the top flight as they finished in the Championship 
play-offs where they lost to bitter rivals from Glan’s 
playing days, Derby County.

“My Dad played for Leeds in the ‘70s, and he married 
my Mum who’s from Wakefield so my Mum’s a Yorkshire 
woman, my Dad spent three, four, five years at Leeds as 
a youngster himself then he went on to Swansea and 
Chesterfield. 

“But my Mum being a Yorkshire woman, Dad playing for 
Leeds, that’s where being a Leeds fan came from and I’ve 
never looked back to be honest. 

“I was there as a kid watching them in the Premiership, the 
glory days, Champions League semi-final and all that so 
that was my era supporting them, not that I don’t any more 
but now that I’m playing week in, week out, I don’t get to 
watch them as often as I’d like.

“I remember going to watch all the Leeds United versus 
Manchester United games at Elland Road and there’s not 
really an atmosphere like it. 

Continued...
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“I think Leeds miss it most for obvious reasons, it was really 
cut throat but I don’t think I’ve been in an atmosphere 
like it in my career or my life before, it was really intense; 
hopefully Leeds can experience it one day in the Premier 
League again.

“It would be good to come up against them tonight because 
I’ve never managed to play against them in my career 
before so it’ll be good to play against the team I support. 

“Obviously I’ll be going all out for the win, despite being 
a Leeds fan, but on the night it’s all about Salford and 
hopefully we can cause a big first upset of the competition, 
stamp some authority on the cup.

“We were out in Austria and the boys were talking about 
what a big game it would be, it’s just got that extra bit more 
for me being a fan all my life, if I manage to play it would 
be a massive game for me because like I say I’ve never 
managed to come up against them before. 

“It’s something I’ve always wanted to do.”

The Carabao Cup has always been widely revered as it is 
the first chance for major silverware in the season, and a 
chance to reach Wembley too for the final. 

As debutants in the competition tonight will be a big 
moment, but similarly to our last game here at The 
Peninsula Stadium it won’t be about turning up for an 
occasion; it is a game that the squad will seriously be 
looking at to win and to be playing a Championship club 
will only increase the desire to win.

“All cup games are special, especially when you’re playing 
teams from a league higher it’s got that extra bit of bite 
about it because everyone wants to show they can beat 
teams from a higher division and show they can compete at 
a higher level really, some of use here at Salford have and 
some of us haven’t. 

“We’ve got a good mix of experience and youngsters at the 
club at the minute and like I said we’ll be trying to win the 
tie and hopefully progress. 

“We know it’s going to be a tough task, I watched Leeds on 
the Sunday against Bristol City and they looked very good, 
but like I said for me all I care about is Salford, we’ll try and 
get in their faces and cause an upset.

“Hopefully we can create that cup atmosphere which I’m 
sure it will be. We need to get in their faces, don’t let them 
play their game and try to put our stamp on the game as 
well, don’t let them be too comfortable and if we can get a 
goal advantage then hopefully we can go from there but it’s 
going to be a cracking tie, that’s for sure!

“We played a behind closed doors game last week, looked 
at the squad and thought the starting 11 and the reserve 
team could play league football. 

“Obviously that’s what we were looking at the other day 
in the reserve game, that’s how strong the squad is now, 
anybody can step in at any given time.

“Competition for places is what the Gaffer wants and that’s 
truly what he’s got; we have several new signings in the 
squad all itching, waiting to get their chance, to play, and 
hopefully take that chance if and when it comes along. 

“Obviously the old boys did the job against Stevenage and 
it’s going to be tough for us lot to get in. We got a great 
result to start the season so can’t really complain, obviously 
I’m not playing at the minute but I think the Gaffer made 
it clear that new signings aren’t just going to be given our 
chance, we’ve got to earn it, and hopefully I can do that in 
the coming weeks.

“But like I said if and when that chance comes along we’ve 
all got to take it and if it’s good healthy competition then 
hopefully we can all have a successful season.”

Competition for places is what the Gaffer 
wants and that’s truly what he’s got; we have 
several new signings in the squad all itching, 
waiting to get their chance, to play.“ ”
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Salford’s first pre-season friendly was at the Skuna 
Stadium (previously referred to as Alder House) home of 
our old friends Atherton Collieries. Like ourselves Colls 
have made great strides in recent years gaining three 
promotions in five seasons. For many years they had to 
play second fiddle to another pyramid club in Atherton 
- Laburnum Rovers. LR were one of the top clubs in the 
Greater Manchester area in the late ‘80s to early ‘90s, 
making it to the FA Vase and the Northern Premier 
League. With us, during that period, it was the old Irlam 
Town (who also made it to the Northern Premier League) 
who were the premier club in Salford for many years.  

But successful times in football fluctuate, Rovers have now 
found themselves facing difficult times back in the North 
West Counties League and Irlam Town faded from the scene 
completely - later to be replaced by Irlam FC who, currently, 
also ply their trade in the Counties. But now Colls proudly 
look forward to their first season in the Bet Victor Premier 
Division of the Northern Premier League while we have 
progressed to the heady heights of the Sky Bet English 
Football League.

I always looked forward to our visits to Colls ‘back in the 
day’. Mainly, I think, because like ourselves at Salford the 
people involved had the club at heart and were battling 
against the odds to maintain their club at the highest level 
they could.

With the Alder House pitch looking in great condition – and 
on a really warm night – Salford played the first half of this 
opening pre-season friendly kicking up the slope. The 
Ammies had a bright opening with Richie Towell catching 
the eye. Former Salford keeper Greg Hartley was in 
excellent form for the home side pulling off a number of 

crucial saves and the sides remained scoreless at half time.

Salford changed their line up completely for the second 
period but had to wait until five minutes from time before 
grabbing the winner. New signing Oscar Threlkeld played 
a cross into the box for Mani Dieseruvwe to run on to and 
plant the ball in the back of the net. Manager Graham 
Alexander will have been pleased with the competitive 
nature of the game and Colls look to have put a strong 
squad together for their first season at Step 3 of the 
Pyramid. 

The programme (12 pages for £1 and titled The Carbon) for 
this game could well become a collector’s item further down 
the line as it could be deemed to be the first issue involving 
Salford City as an EFL club. There’s something of a ‘looking 
back’ content with mention of the last time Salford visited 
Alder House which was for another pre-season friendly at 
the end of July 2015 which ended in a 3-2 victory for the 
Ammies with goals from Gary Stopforth, Sam Livesey and 
Sam Madeley. Unlike then, when the Colls squad featured 
10 ex-Ammies, this time there were only three – centre 
half Matt Grimshaw, midfielder Kieran Nolan (above) and 
goalkeeper Greg Hartley. Mention is also made of Anthony 
Johnson and Bernard Morley who played for both clubs, 
and of Tom Foster and Alan Lord who managed both clubs. 
Colls’ Assistant Manager Andy Heald is also an ex-Ammie 
player and with Chris Thompson was in charge of team 
affairs at Moor Lane for the second half of the 2012-13 
season. The last competitive fixture between the two 
clubs was 11 years ago when Colls had a home 1-0 victory.

The hot, summery conditions had brought out a healthy 
crowd of well over a thousand.

road
Frank McCauley fondly remembers visits and links with 

Atherton Colls, who we visited in pre-season.
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The opening column of a new season and for the first 
time since they came into being, Salford City are not a 
“non-league” club. In a peculiar twist of fate Notts County 
– beaten at Moor Lane a few seasons back in The FA Cup 
– now find themselves outside the Football League for the 
first time since its inception, 131 years ago. 

If they were to beat us in the cup this season, it might have 
to go down as a bit of a giant-killing, which to those of us 
who were around for the Ammies’ North West Counties 
years is a pretty mind-boggling thought.

It’s true to say that the world of non-league will continue 
happily enough without us and the North West Counties 
Football League got its own season underway a week last 
Saturday. 

Skelmersdale United have been a force in the Northern 
Premier League for quite a while but returned to Step 6 after 
a dismal 2018-19. An opening day trip to Ashton Athletic 
yielded a decent point, with Skem grabbing a share of the 
spoils deep into time added on. Elsewhere in the Premier 
Division our pals over in Irlam shared the spoils with 
Litherland REMYCA at Silver Street. 

Down in the First Division North Prestwich Heys started off 
with a 2-1 defeat at newcomers Golcar United, with Atherton 
LR taking a creditable point from their trip to Nelson. In the 
South, Abbey Hey were beaten 4-2 at home by Vauxhall 
Motors, back in the NWC again following a stint back in 
the Cheshire leagues. Maine Road brought all three points 
back from Alsager and newly relegated West Didsbury & 
Chorlton trounced Eccleshall 4-0, with former Ammie Josh 
Tinker notching the fourth.

In the midweek games West Didsbury drew at home to 
Wythenshawe Town and Heys lost again, this time at home 
to Nelson. Irlam picked up an impressive 4-2 win over 
newly promoted Longridge Town. On Thursday LR travelled 
to Lower Breck, returning from Merseyside nursing a 6-1 
mauling.

Last weekend our local sides embarked on the road to 
Wembley, and although this column was written before 
those results were known, quite a few will have had their 
FA Cup hopes dashed already. Before the kids go back to 
school, and we don’t start until November!

Last Saturday saw the return of the Northern Premier 
League and one match that stands out is Atherton Collieries’ 
visit to Ashton United. Colls are on the up and travel to Hurst 
Cross to face a side who competed in the National League 
North last season. FC United head to Lincolnshire for a 
game at Grantham Town and Radcliffe entertain ambitious 
South Shields. 

In the North West Division Droylsden welcomed Colne to 
the Butchers Arms, Ramsbottom United faced Widnes and 
Trafford headed over the Pennines for a game at Tadcaster 
Albion. Mossley travelled to Yorkshire too, to face the 
United might of Ossett while Marine – playing at level 4 
for the first time - had an interesting start against former 
Northern League outfit Dunston FC.

We’re not part of it anymore, but local non-league football 
is poised to entertain us again during 2019-20…

The very latest from our local friends in the non-league 
circuit, and what fixtures are coming up.

non-league
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Ammies
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Leeds United are celebrating their centenary year this 
season having formed in 1919, taking the place of Leeds 
City and their Elland Road home where they have played 
for their entire existence.

In May 1920 they were elected into the Football League, 
winning promotion to the First Division in 1924 although 
they were relegated in 1926-27 and fluctuated between 
the leagues on a couple of occasions (however they never 
remained down for more than a season and were 
re-promoted On both occasions they were relegated).

Following the conclusion of the Second World War, Leeds 
were relegated in 1946-47 and remained in the Second 
Division until 1955-56 when John Charles inspired them to 
promotion back to the First Division. Unable to convince 
Charles they could satisfy his ambitions, he left for Juventus 
for a then world record fee of £65,000 and Leeds were 
relegated back to the Second Division in 1959-60. 

The club’s fortunes would change a couple of years later 
with the arrival of Don Revie as manager, in March 1961. 
The 1961-62 season nearly ended in relegation to the Third 
Division, only a win on the final day prevented it, but it 
ushered more change as Revie changed the kit to all 
white and implemented a youth policy which resulted 
in promotion back to the First Division in 1963-64. 

Revie’s Leeds were runners up in 1964-65 and 1965-66 

before winning their first First Division title in 1968-69. They 
were runners up again for the next three seasons, losing to 
Everton, Arsenal and Derby County, before regaining the 
title in 1973-74, after which Revie left to become England 
manager, 10 years after guiding Leeds into the First Division. 
Revie also won an FA Cup (1971-72), a League Cup (1967-68) 
and the Charity Shield (1969) with Leeds, and came runners 
up in the FA Cup three times and the UEFA Cup Winners 
Cup once (1972-73). After making Leeds a force in English 
football, he is widely considered as a managerial great. 

Revie’s replacement Brian Clough is famed for his short 
tenure of 44 days, and he was replaced by Jimmy Armfield. 
The ex-England captain took Leeds to the European Cup 
Final in 1974-75 where they were beaten by Bayern Munich, 
before being dismissed in 1978 and after struggling to settle 
with a manager the club were relegated in 1981-82. Even 
legend Billy Bremner didn’t last long despite reaching the 
play-off final in 1987.

Howard Wilkinson arrived in October 1988, kept the club in 
the Second Division, and won promotion to the First Division 
in 1989-90. After two fourth placed finishes they won the 
First Division again in 1991-92, becoming the last side to win 
it before it changed to the Premier League in 1992-93.

Later in the century David O’Leary established Leeds as one 
of the top teams in England and took them to the semi-finals 
of both the UEFA Cup and UEFA Champions League. 

However the turn of the century spelled trouble for Leeds 
and they found themselves having to sell players like Rio 
Ferdinand and Jonathan Woodgate to repay loans, and in 
2003-04 they were relegated to The Championship.

Worse was to come for Leeds who entered administration 
in May 2007, and the 10-point deduction that came with it 
relegated them to League One, the lowest the club has 
ever competed in the Football League. Despite a 15-point 
deduction Leeds qualified for the play-offs but lost in the 
final to Doncaster Rovers having lost Dennis Wise and 
Gus Poyet to Newcastle United and Tottenham Hotspur 
respectively. Simon Grayson took Leeds to the play-offs 
again in the following season where they lost to Millwall in 
the semi-finals, but promotion back to The Championship 
was finally achieved in 2009-10, as runners-up to Norwich 
City.

In May 2017, after a few years under the controversial 
ownership of Massimo Cellino, the club was taken over by 
Andrea Radrizzani who also went on to purchase Elland 
Road, which had been sold in 2004. 

Things have since been more positive for the club with 
Marcelo Bielsa taking them to the Championship Play-Off 
semi-finals last season where they lost to Derby over 
two legs, but it was their first play-off campaign since 
re-promotion to The Championship.

1919

3rd - championship

The whites
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It’s fair to say that without doubt this is the biggest game 
in Salford City’s history, coming up against a club in its 
centenary year that has won nearly all there is to win in 
English football.

A giant in English football, Leeds have had to endure some 
pretty hard times during their 100 years of existence, just 
how close they came to being wound up only someone 
deeply involved with the club will be able to tell you. But 
they have survived and this evening they visit The Peninsula 
Stadium for the first time.

Leeds haven’t been without their other controversies either. 
Last season Marcelo Bielsa was fined for the “spy gate” 
saga where one of his staff was caught hiding in the bushes 
at Derby County ahead of a match and it transpired it 
wasn’t the first time Bielsa had employed such tactics. He 
came clean with the press and showed them his findings. 
There was also an incident against Aston Villa where Leeds 
allowed Aston Villa to walk the ball into the goal after they 
had scored while a Villa player was down injured, on the 
orders of Bielsa.

Last season they ended up missing out on a chance at 
promotion back to the top flight for the first time since the 
early century, losing to Derby County in the Championship 
play-off semi-final. 

During the summer Leeds dipped into the loan market to try 
and bolster their squad. Some of the bigger named arrivals 
are Helder Costa on loan from Wolves, and messers Jack 
Harrison and Clarke from Man City and Spurs respectively.

They are no unfamiliar club to Manchester United and 
indeed a deep-set rivalry exists there between the two 
clubs. This is the closest that Leeds have come to playing 
United for a number of years since they knocked the Red 
Devils out of the FA Cup at Old Trafford in 2009-10. 

Nevertheless this is Salford City and Leeds are yet another 
new team for us to tick off the list.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Leeds United were the final team to win the First Division 
before it became the Premier League in 1992-93. Leeds fans 
refer to the side that won that title as their own Class of ‘92.

Substitutes: Alioski (Harrison 73’), Berardi, Bigusz, Clarke, 
Costa (Klich 80’), Meslier, Shackleton

Casilla

Douglas

Klich

Cooper

Philips

White

Hernandez

Bamford

Forshaw

Dallas

Harrison

Most
Recent

2014-15

Championship - 15th

2015-16

Championship - 13th

2016-17

Championship - 7th

2017-18

Championship - 13th

2018-19

Championship - 3rd

L W L W D
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view
We asked WeAllLoveLeeds Editor-in-Chief Ryan Ingham 

about supporting Leeds United!

What was your first Leeds game?
Hard to remember my first game but my earliest memory 
of Leeds is the infamous game against AC Milan at home 
in 2000. 

Bowyer broke the deadlock in the 89th minute and my Dad 
threw me in the air, only for a fella two rows down to catch 
me. Good times!

Why do you support Leeds?
It’s a family thing, my Dad became a fan in ‘72 after going 
to see them and I didn’t really get much choice. My Mum 
was a Man City fan so I can imagine a lot of your fans would 
have liked me even less! 

What is your most memorable Leeds game?
In recent memory I’ll have to go for the 3-1 win against Stoke 
to start the season last year. That’s the moment I’d realised 
that the club I love was no longer a stepping stone for 
another teams. 

What is your favourite Leeds kit?
1992 Yorkshire Evening Post shirt. Synonymous with our title 
winning season and the last true champions of the English 
Division. I have one at home with Speed 11 on the back, very 
sentimental shirt. 

How do you feel about the upcoming season?
A great challenge once again, if you’d have asked me after 
the end of the transfer window my answers may change. 

Our squad is threadbare but packed full of talent granted 
they stay fit. We’ll be in the top six without a doubt. There’s 
a bunch of teams that just aren’t prepared to negate Bielsa’s 
style of football and we’re too good to not push on from last 
season, I hope.

Are you looking forward to coming to Salford?
Probably one of the best draws we could have got. The 
things happening at your club are wonderful to see, even if 
some clubs around the league don’t like it, you’ve still got 
there on merit. 

You’ll be a harder game than some we have in the league 
this year and it’ll be a good watch. Plus, we couldn’t beat 
United in pre-season so hopefully we can beat a club 
owned by some ex-players. 

Match Prediction?
2-1 Leeds. Bielsa will keep a strong team but will allow a 
sample of the youngsters to have a go and that will give 
you the opportunity to squeeze a chance to win it. 
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Jed Wallace’s winner for Millwall against Preston a week 
last Saturday created a ‘micro-earthquake’ – and a number 

of other opening-day results also caused major 
reverberations. The vibrations from the goal celebrations at 
The Den were picked up on a seismometer as part of a Sky 

Bet study, writes Executive Editor, John Lyons.

So far, the devices have been installed at seven 
Championship stadiums: Barnsley, Millwall, Reading, 
Sheffield Wednesday, Stoke, Swansea and West Brom.

You can bet the noise must have been almost off the scale 
at Barnsley’s Oakwell as Luke Thomas’ early goal earned 
them a 1-0 win against Fulham on their return to the second 
tier following promotion last season. It proved a baptism of 
fire for Scott Parker’s Fulham as they stepped down to the 
Championship following relegation from the top-flight.

Millwall and Barnsley’s victories were just two examples of 
how gloriously unpredictable the Championship can be.

According to the bookies, the Lions and Tykes are among 
the favourites to be relegated this term. Meanwhile, Preston 
are tipped to be mid-table, though some pundits fancy them 
as dark horses for promotion, and Fulham are one of the 
teams fancied to challenge for the title.

Wigan and Charlton also showed that you write them off 
at their peril this season. The unfancied Latics turned over 
Neil Warnock’s Cardiff 3-2 in a thriller, while Lee Bowyer’s 
Addicks marked their return to the second tier with a fine 2-1 
win at Blackburn.

In League One, it took a Lynden Gooch penalty to earn 
bookies’ favourites Sunderland a 1-1 home draw against 
Oxford United.

Portsmouth have also been heavily backed in the third tier, 
but they were turned over at Shrewsbury, while Peterbor-
ough crashed 3-1 at home against Joey Barton’s Fleetwood.
Bearing in mind other results, big guns Ipswich will have 
been delighted to travel home from Burton with a 1-0 victory 
– and three points – in the bag.

In League Two, Bradford have headed the bookies’ market 
while Cambridge have been tipped to struggle. Yet the 
teams played out a goalless draw on Yorkshire soil last 
weekend.

Some of the favourites, on paper at least, did hold sway. 
EFL newcomers Salford found a hero in two-goal Mani 
Dieseruvwe as they kicked off their new era in style with 
a solid 2-0 home success against Stevenage. And Ryan 
Lowe’s reign as Plymouth manager began with a bang as 
they romped to a 3-0 victory at Crewe.

Of course, you shouldn’t read too much into one result. That 
opening day victory may have been a fluke, a lucky result 
that will quickly fade into the memory bank.

Likewise, there’s no need to panic if your team suffered a 
defeat as they launched their campaign. As we all know, it’s 
a marathon, not a sprint.

One thing’s for sure, though. You can expect many more 
‘micro-earthquakes’ up and down the land before the 
season’s out.

The Football League Paper is on sale every Sunday from 
any good newsagents, or you can subscribe online!
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It has been a frustrating, if not somewhat typical, British 
summer with rain and storms intertwined with sunny 
spells, and unfortunately that has meant postponements 
for Salford City Lionesses in the final weeks of July.

However despite matches against Chorley and Wolves 
Devs falling foul of the weather, the team finally managed a 
proper game in more commonly seasonal weather against 
Ossett United.

It’s not too long ago that the men’s team were playing the 
Ossetts Albion and Town in the NPL First Division North. 
They recently merged to become Ossett United, and in 
February 2018 they announced that a ladies team would 
run alongside the men’s side. Similarly to us, Ossett United 
Ladies enjoyed a very successful first season in existence 
winning both their league and a cup final.

They are preparing for life in the North East Regional 
Women’s Football League Premier Division having been 
promoted two leagues, while we are in the North West 
equivalent, but a step below in the NWWRL Division One 
South, so this always promised to be a good match up and 
a good test for both sides.

Between a mix of pre-season cobwebs and a well matched 
side, it proved to be so as both sides sounded each other 

Salford City Lionesses started their pre-season schedule with 
a 3-1 win against Ossett United Ladies as they prepare for 
their second season.

out with neither keeper really tested for a while. Salford 
were trying to construct some neat stuff though with incisive 
passing and looking for that break in the Ossett back line.

It came on a couple of occasions as passes were slipped in 
behind for new forwards Pip Wakefield and Jess Lawson to 
chase onto, but the visiting keeper was quick to come out 
and smother the potential danger. Captain Beth Tattersall 
was also threatening as she was deployed in a right-wing 
back role, and at the back the defence maintained a solidity 
and composure so often seen last season.

It was Wakefield who eventually made the break through 
though as she evaded the offside trap before firing past the 
keeper with about half an hour played. It started a rhythm 
that Salford were seeming to enjoy and within minutes 
another summer signing, Molly Etchells, made it two after 
bursting into the area from the left, again narrowly beating 
the offside trap, and keeping her composure to finish the 
move off amongst calls for offside.

Salford looked good for their lead at the break, and in 
the second half a third goal duly arrived as Antonia Carta 
finished off a move with a clinical shot from the right. 
Another effort cannoned off the underside of the bar, 
but not over the line before Ossett pulled one back after 
catching Salford high up field.
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2018-19 was all-round an exciting season at Salford City; 
as well as the mean’s team reaching the Football League 
for the first time, Salford City Lionesses played for the first 
time and ended the season with a treble of their own, 
becoming the first side to win the GMWFL Divison 1, 
League Challenge Cup, and League Cup. Furthermore 
they did it without defeat, drawing just one of 18 league 
games, and their only defeat of the season came in the 
Manchester FA Women’s Challenge Cup Final against 
holders FC United of Manchester.

By that time over 100 goals had been scored, and the 
priority of winning promotion had long been achieved 
meaning the Lionesses will play in the North West Women’s 

Regional League Division One South this season. There 
were faint hopes that we might have been accepted into the 
Premier Division but progress is progress nonetheless, and 
there is a platform for the Lionesses to build on.

Optimism is high, and there’s no reason why it shouldn’t 
be. Some new additions have been welcomed in to add 
strength and depth, while the majority core of last season’s 
squad have been kept on. Despite the weather-enforced 
intrusions which have seen pre-season games against 
Chorley and Wolves Devs postponed the Lionesses have 
been training, getting to know each other and preparing for 
what they hope will be another tilt for a title.

“Pre-season has been good so far,” says Beth Tattersall.

“We have only had a few training sessions but they have 
been positive. We have quite a few new faces so it has been 
good to get to know people in a more relaxed environment. 

“Our first pre-season friendly was at the weekend and we 
won 3-1 which is a great result considering it is our first game 
back. All three of the goals were scored by new additions 
too which is exciting and promising for the season ahead.

“The new additions have certainly added strength to the 
team as shown in the friendly against Ossett. They all 
have different qualities which is good as they each bring 
something to the team. 

“They are also really nice girls so have fit in well with the 
rest of us!”

A significant contributor to last season’s success, the winger 
notched over 25 in each of the goals and assists columns 
on the way to lifting the trophies and scooping the Player of 
the Year award. However she says that a significant element 
in the success was the team bond and spirit that developed 
despite the team being completely new at the start of the 
season.

“Last season was a fantastic season in my eyes. I think we 
played a lot of good football and our achievements were a 
reflection of that. 

After the season ended with three trophies and one defeat, 
as well as a Player of the Year award, there was still more 
football to be played and success to be had for Salford City 
Lionesses team captain Beth Tattersall who continued 
playing during the summer with Manchester Futsal. 
With the new season approaching though she is looking 
forward to moving onto the next level with Salford...

“We wanted to remain unbeaten throughout the season so 
our one draw was a disappointment, however we picked 
ourselves back up and won the treble. You can’t get better 
than that!

“I feel like a lot of our success was down to consistency; we 
found a formation with a core of players and used it to our 
advantage, playing it week in week out.

“Our main achievement of last season was definitely win-
ning the treble, however I feel like our main success 
was developing as individuals and as a team. 

“We have come a long way since starting the team and 
bearing in mind none of us really knew each other, we are 
really close-knit now. 

“This plays a big part in any season but I think it was more 
important last season as it was our first campaign as a team 
and as a squad.

“I am so proud to have been awarded Player of the Year! I 
honestly didn’t think I would receive any award (even one 
of the silly ones!) so to be awarded with that was a real 
honour. 

“I feel like any one of us could have received it as we all 
did so well last season, but it feels good to know that others 
thought that I deserved it most.”

Continued...
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There is definitely something about being part 
of Salford which is special. All of us follow the 
men’s successes and love that they are doing 
well.“ ”

After the final against former club FC United of Manchester 
Women, things didn’t stop for Tattersall as she continued 
to play for Manchester Futsal Women who also achieved 
great success. On the pitch they secured a domestic double 
of National League and FA Women’s Futsal Cup, while off 
the pitch they won Manchester FA’s Futsal Team of the Year 
at their annual Grassroots Awards (both Foundation 92 
and the Lionesses were nominated in other categories, but 
didn’t win).

“I’ve probably been playing for about two years now and I 
absolutely love it!

“I think it’s made me a better player, not only physically but 
mentally too as it is really disciplined. 

“We ended our season at St. George’s Park which was 
amazing! It was a great place to play at and to win the 
entire competition was incredible and a real achievement. 

“All in all around that week I got my hands on about 5 
trophies!

“I think 11-a-side has helped me in Futsal as I probably 
wouldn’t have even got into Futsal if it weren’t for football as 
everyone has to start somewhere, but I think futsal helps me 
in 11-a-side more so as it is quick, skilful football which helps 
me in my role as a striker.”

Having managed some time off though, Tattersall says she 
is ready to go again this season and that like the men the 
Lionesses aren’t just at a higher level to make up numbers. 
This season will be about pushing to go up again and reach 
the NWWRL Premier Division.

“My expectation of next season is always to be better than 

the last. I want us to win the league, of course, but the main 
aim is to play better football. If we can progress as a team 
then we will most definitely go places.

“There is definitely something about being part of Salford 
which is special. All of us follow the men’s successes and 
love that they are doing well. The fact that we got the 
opportunity to go to Wembley was amazing! 

“We had such a good day and it really felt like we were as 
one, everyone together, celebrating an amazing season 
across the board.

“The supporters are fantastic too, we see and speak to them 
at games and they always ask how we are doing. The club 
are really supportive of us as well which is a nice feeling, 
knowing that the club you play for cares.

“I can’t wait to get started next season and am excited for 
all that is to come. I am looking forward to another season 
with the players and staff and feel like with the new 
additions we will fly. 

“It will test us being in the new league but that can only 
make us better. I have played at this level before when I 
was at FC United and it isn’t the same experience as we 
didn’t win the league in our first season. 

“The fact that I have been able to do that with this team has 
felt amazing and I think we have everything we need to go 
up and up.”

Fixtures haven’t yet been released, but we will share them 
once they are available,
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and red

Back in July we were delighted to announce that Kappa 
are our new kit provider on a three-year deal which will 
see them supply all teams with training and playing kit, as 
well as a range of leisure wear for fans.

For some it is one of the highlights of the season when kits 
are launched after weeks of speculation, leaked designs, 
and plenty of opinions, but at the same time it can be a 
nerve-wracking time for the actual kit suppliers and design-
ers - particularly when there’s a local connection to be had!

Kappa’s Tom Small couldn’t be any better placed to be 
tasked with designing Salford’s kits for our debut season 
in the Football League. He was born and raised in the City, 
lives locally, and can even lay claim to knowing the club 

prior to the takeover in 2014.

“I grew up in Salford, I used to come down here and watch 
them when I was like 10 years old. 

“They used to play in orange and there was the little con-
crete stand back then, a little butty van by the side, there 
was literally nothing back then when it was smaller.

“It was probably 2004 sort of time so I think they were in 
the North West Counties League, I used to come and watch 
them but now I’ve been to university and work for Kappa 
designing football kits so it’s a bit of a dream job really, I’m 
very lucky I think.”

Kappa kit and graphical designer Tom Small grew up and 
lives in Swinton, so when the chance came to design Salford 
City’s kit for the 2019-20 season it was always going to be 

something special.
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When the opportunity came along it was one that Tom 
couldn’t really let pass him by having followed the club, and 
even going to the same school as co-owner Ryan Giggs, but 
it was also an opportunity that he feels he had to get right 
or risk having to move on.

“Straight away I was like I need to get involved in this, if I’m 
not involved then what’s the point?

“I bit my boss’ hand off that I need to work on this and it just 
seemed right, as soon as I started doing it it was great.

“At the start we got briefed a couple of options; do a safe 
version, something a bit more out there and some varied 
designs, and I think Joe - Kappa Sports Marketing - said that 
he wanted to do a vote with the fans which was good, so I 
designed three of them and we let the fans pick which one 
they liked the best and they came up with this one which 
is good.

“I was like ‘if this goes wrong I’m going to have to move 
away or something because I can’t have this on my 
shoulders!’

“But it was great the other week when I came down to the 
Woking game, the first home game of pre-season and I’ve 
seen people queuing up to buy them, wearing them. 

“It was quite a proud moment for me to be fair, it’s a nice 
feeling.

“It starts after the brief, you go online, look at different foot-
ball kits, classic kits, then you might pick little things out of 
each kit and see what works well, see how it fits to the col-
our scheme, so it’s having a look at what’s around out there 
and then brining little bits in and bringing it all together.

“I’m very happy with the way it’s come out and gone down, 
I’ve seen comments after the announcement on social 
media and everything’s been very positive saying it’s a nice 
kit, and what’s nice about it as well is it’s bespoke.

“A kit is very important to a club and you can get it wrong 
sometimes. 

“You’ve got to know the club, what it represents, where 
it’s history has been and I think I’ve done that. Being from 

Salford I feel has helped that because I know what the City 
is about.

“I wanted to make the white kit quite sharp looking and a bit 
cutting, so it has the chevrons and the gradient obviously 
the same as the home as well so there’s a link there. 

“Salford used to be quite an industrial place and I just 
thought it looks quite brutal in a way, the way it pierces the 
chest.”

Being based in Manchester, Kappa feel it is important to 
have a presence with local clubs and as such already had 
deals in place with Salford Red Devils and Manchester 
Giants, so this deal is an extension of a rejuvenating brand 
reaching out and looking to grow further. On top of these 
local clubs Kappa also have some other big deals including 
with tonight’s opponents Leeds United.

“Obviously Kappa are based in Manchester so I think it’s 
good to branch out in the local area and I think we’ve put a 
good stamp out on Manchester and the Salford area, and I 
think that people respect the brand quite a lot for that, a bit 

of coherence.

“It’s a vintage brand, we’ve just signed Aston Villa as well 
who are in the Premier League, their kit’s had a lot of good 
feedback and the team wear side of the business is doing 
amazing, very good.

“It’s always good when two Kappa teams play each other 
because you can get some good photographs! The Leeds 
kit is nice, we did it but we’re looking forward to the game 
and hopefully we can get down on the night.”
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www.1stcentralinsurance.com
1ST CENTRAL is a trading name used by First Central Insurance 
Management Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (firm reference number: 483296). 
Registered in England and Wales (number: 6489797) at Central House, 
25-27 Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3TP.

Car insurance prices from £230, available from price 
comparison sites or direct.
Get a quote today, and see how much you can save.

2014 – 2017

Car Insurance

1ST CENTRAL car insurance
What you can expect from our 5-Star cover
• Uninsured Driver Promise - if you’re hit by an uninsured driver and it’s not  

your fault, you won’t lose your No Claims Discount
• Up to £1,500 key cover
• Up to £1,000 cover for in-car entertainment
• A 5 year warranty and workmanship guarantee on all repairs carried 

out by our recommended repairer
• Access your documents online 24/7, within hours of buying your 

policy
• Support from our friendly UK contact centres, including one  

in Salford
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Salford City Football Club welcomes fans of all ages to The Peninsula Stadium, and we 
hope that everyone can enjoy their visit! 

So this can happen, we would like to remind all supporters that any form of anti-social, racist, 
or discriminative behaviour is strictly prohibited, and any person(s) caught will be ejected from 

the stadium and face conviction which could result in a Football Banning Order.

We kindly ask that when arriving at and leaving The Peninsula Stadium fans are respectful 
of our neighbours, keep noise to a minimum, and dispose of any litter in the bins provided. 

Strictly no alcohol must be taken from the ground.

Smoking is prohibited in the stadium, and the club operates a strict no drugs policy. Anyone 
caught in possession will be ejected and face criminal prosecution and a Football Banning 

Order. The use of flares or any other pyrotechnic devices is also strictly prohibited and anyone 
caught in possession of or using any such devices will be ejected from the stadium.

Parking restrictions are in effect in the area surrounding The Peninsula Stadium on match 
days. Please be mindful of residents when parking. For full details on parking, including 

alternative ways of getting to the ground, please visit our website or TfGM.

Finally we understand that high jinks and exuberant behaviour is part and parcel of the 
matchday experience we are actively encouraging. That said there is a fine line between over 

exuberance and anti-social and we ask that at all times fans visiting the Club respect their 
fellow football fans.
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Rod Appleton On loan from
Scunthorpe United

Sponsorship Available

Sponsorship AvailableSponsorship AvailableSponsorship AvailableSponsorship AvailableSponsorship AvailableSponsorship AvailableSteve & Mandy Taylor
(Chorley)

Sponsorship Available

Sponsorship Available Sponsorship Available Sponsorship Available

01
Chris Neal

09
Adam Rooney

20
Mani Dieseruvwe

02
Scott Wiseman

10
Danny Lloyd

21
Devante Rodney

03
Ibou Touray

11
Tom Walker

22
Dan Jones

04
Oscar Threlkeld

12
Kyle Letheren

23
Nathan Pond

05
Liam Hogan

15
Cameron Burgess

24
Martin Smith

06
Carl Piergianni

17
Richie Towell

25
Joey Jones

07
Luke Armstrong

18
Danny Whitehead

29
Jake Beesley

08
Lois Maynard

19
Mark Shelton

30
Rory Gaffney

Manager
Graham Alexander

Assistant Manager
Chris Lucketti

GK Coach
Carlo Nash

Kitman
Paul Rushton

Physiotherapist
Dave Rhodes

Sport Scientist
Rob Williams

Player sponsorships are available for 
the 2019-20 season!

Packages include the player’s signed 
shirt at the end of the season, your 
name or company logo next to your 
player on this page, and your name 
or company name with a link to your 
website on the player’s profile page 
on the website.

To enquire, please email 
media@salfordcityfc.co.uk.
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For the latest news and to share 
your match day experiences, 

follow…
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#Wearesalford
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